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1

INTRODUCTION

1.1

Background

1.1.1

The need for an ‘Appropriate Assessment’ (AA) arises under the requirements of the EC
Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) and its implementation in the UK under the Conservation
(Natural Habitats &c.) Regulations 1994. Under Regulation 48(1), Appropriate
Assessment is required for a plan or project, which either alone or in combination with
other plans or projects, is likely to have a significant effect on a European site, and is not
directly connected with or necessary for the management of the site. A European site,
or Natura 2000 site, is either a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) or a Special
Protection Area (SPA). Government policy as outlined in Planning Policy Statement 9
(PPS 9) states that Wetlands of international importance under the Ramsar Convention
(Ramsar sites) should be subject to the provisions of the Habitats Regulations. Ramsar
sites, SPAs and SACs, are collectively referred to hereafter as ‘international sites’.

1.1.2

Appropriate Assessment or Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) is the process to
support a decision by the '
Competent Authority'
, in this case the Local Authorities within
the Shoreline Management Plan 2 (SMP2) study area, as to whether the proposed plan
or project will or will not have an adverse effect on the integrity of any International site.
Circular 06/2005 Biodiversity and Geological Conservation defines a Site’s integrity as
“the coherence of its ecological structure and function, across its whole area, that
enables it to sustain the habitat, complex of habitats and/or the levels of populations of
the species for which it was classified”.

1.1.3

Only where the plan or project can be determined as not having an adverse effect on
any European site can it be approved by the Competent Authority. Government policy
as set out in Planning Policy Statement 9 (PPS9) (Department for Communities and
Local Government (DCLG), 2005) is that the provisions of the Habitats Regulations
should be similarly applied to wetlands of international important designated under the
Ramsar Convention (‘Ramsar sites’).

1.1.4

Where it is not possible to determine that a plan or project under consideration will not
have an adverse effect on a European or Ramsar Site, then alternative solutions which
avoid harming site integrity must be sought. If alternatives are not possible, then the
plan or project can only proceed on the basis of imperative reasons of over-riding public
importance (IROPI). If IROPI is agreed by the Secretary of State, then compensatory
measures must be secured to offset damage done by the plan or project, such that the
overall coherence of the SAC/SPA network is maintained.

1.1.5

The favourable conservation status of the site is defined through the Site'
s conservation
objectives and it is against these objectives that the effects of the plan or project must
be assessed. Conservation objectives set out the physical, chemical and biological
thresholds, and limits of anthropogenic activity and disturbance that are required to be
met to achieve the integrity of the site. Conservation objectives serve both as criteria
against which Site condition can be assessed and reported against, and also as a basis
for assessing plans or projects which may affect the Site. Conservation objectives for
European Marine Sites are set out in the Relevant Regulation 33 documents (so called
as their production is a requirement of Regulation 33 (2) of the Habitats Regulations) for
each site, which for English European Marine Sites are the responsibility of Natural
England.
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1.2

Appropriate Assessment Guidance

1.2.1

Natural England has provided an internal draft document relating to the provision of
Appropriate Assessments for Regional Spatial Strategies and Sub-Regional Strategies.
More specific guidance on assessing Shoreline Management Plans (SMPs) in terms of
the Habitats Regulations is available from the Environment Agency. The following
documents: “Planning for the Protection of European Sites: Appropriate Assessment”
(DCLG, 2006), “The Assessment of Regional Spatial Strategies under the Provisions of
the Habitats Regulations – Draft Guidance” (English Nature, 2006), and “Appropriate
Assessment of Flood Risk Management Plans Under the Habitats Regulations”
(Environment Agency, Draft document) currently provide the most cohesive source of
guidance relating to the provision of Appropriate Assessments for Shoreline
Management Plans.

1.2.2

These documents relate to land use plans, however, given that SMPs have the potential
to influence the development of land, this guidance has been applied in this report to
SMP policy. In this respect, there are clear parallels between land use plans and SMPs,
and the relevant elements of guidance relating to Regional Spatial Strategies (RSSs)
have therefore been adapted here for SMP use.

1.2.3

In 2006 Royal Haskoning provided Defra with a guidance note relating to Appropriate
Assessment provision for SMPs. This guidance was provided following the completion
of an Appropriate Assessment for the River Tyne to Flamborough Head SMP2. The
guidance has been a fundamental consideration in establishing the scope of this
particular Appropriate Assessment. Accordingly, these documents have been used as a
guide in establishing the scope of the Appropriate Assessment for the Poole and
Christchurch Bays SMP2.

1.2.4

However, the draft Environment Agency work instruction “Appropriate Assessment of
Flood Risk Management Plans under the Habitats Regulations” provides specific advice
on undertaking Appropriate Assessments of SMPs, and this approach and methodology
will be followed.

1.2.5

The Appropriate Assessment is simply a mechanism to establish the actual scale and
implications of impacts, and to provide a determination on whether a course of action is
acceptable or unacceptable, in terms of its impacts on the integrity of international sites.

1.3

Identification of Competent Authority for the SMP2

1.3.1

One of the first steps in addressing SMPs under the Habitats Regulations is
identification of the Competent Authority. In this instance, Royal Haskoning is
undertaking the technical analysis that forms the basis of the Appropriate Assessment,
but the ultimate responsibility for signing off the Appropriate Assessment and ensuring
compliance with the Habitats Regulations falls to the Competent Authority. In this
instance, the Competent Authority is the Local Authorities (Borough of Poole,
Bournemouth Borough Council, Christchurch Borough Council, New Forest
District Council, and Purbeck District Council) within the SMP2 Study Area.
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1.4

Aim of Scoping Report

1.4.1

The aims of this report are to:
1. Identify the relevant Natura 2000 sites and their features within or adjacent to
the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2 management units and likely significant
effect on the integrity of the Natura 2000 Sites in response to the shoreline
management options considered in the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2;
2. Provide a provision of methodology for the Appropriate Assessment;
3. Clarify other relevant plans and projects for consideration within the Appropriate
Assessment; and
4. Provide a summary of the potential issues associated with the shoreline
management options which require consideration within the Appropriate
Assessment and those which do not.

1.4.2

In addition, this report will be used as a consultation tool to inform the detailed
Appropriate Assessment stage during the preparation of the SMP and the Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA).

1.5

Report Structure

1.5.1

The remainder of this report is set out as follows:
• Section 2

Sites and Features for Consideration within the Appropriate
Assessment.

• Section 3

Appropriate Assessment Methodology.

• Section 4

Consideration of Other Plans and Projects.

• Section 5

Shoreline Management Options Scoped In or Out.

• Section 6

Conclusions.
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2

SITES AND FEATURES FOR CONSIDERATION WITHIN THE APPROPRIATE
ASSESSMENT

2.1

Introduction

2.1.1

The Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2 includes all, or part of thirteen Natura 2000
sites (SACs and SPAs) designated under the Birds Directive and Habitats Directive
along with four sites designated under the Ramsar Convention. These areas are
considered in this Scoping Report with regards to the potential impacts of the SMP2
policy options. An account of the sites is given in Section 2.2, which includes the
identification of the primary reasons for the sites’ designation, factors influencing the
condition of the sites, and the sites’ conservation objectives and sensitivities. Further
details of the sites including their qualifying features are included in Appendix 1.

2.1.2

In addition, an overview of the likely significant effects (LSE) on the integrity of the
Natura 2000 sites and their features in response to the shoreline management options
associated with the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2, is summarised in Table 2.1
with the detailed assessment presented in Appendix 2.

2.2

Sites Within or Adjacent to SMP2 Management Units
Isle of Wight Downs SAC

2.2.1

The site contains various primary habitats under Annex I of the Habitats Directive
including vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic coasts, European dry heaths,
semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous substrates (FestucoBrometalia). Annex II primary species associated with the site include Early Gentian
(Gentianella anglica). Figure 2.1 presents the area of the site nearest to the SMP study
area, and the site is the coastal and landward area surrounded by the blue line.

2.2.2

The primary factors influencing the condition of the Isle of Wright Downs SAC is mainly
associated with scrub encroachment in response to inappropriate grazing regimes,
recreational pressures, and cliff stabilisation schemes.

2.2.3

The conservation objectives of the Isle of Wight Downs SAC are to maintain in
favourable condition, subject to natural change, the vegetated sea cliffs, heaths and
grassland, including their component vegetation types and geological features
associated with the cliffs.

2.2.4

Key site sensitivities include activities or developments such as new coastal protection
works resulting in changes of natural processes and the physical loss or reduction in
primary habitat extent and degradation of physical characteristics of the habitats.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

5

9T2052/HRA Final Scoping/303576/Exet
January 2010

Poole and Christchurch SMP2 Natura 2000 Site Sensitivity and Potential Impacts on their Features in Response to Policy Options
Associated with the Shoreline Management Plan

Table 2.1

Management Option
Site / Feature

Hold the
line

Advance
the line

Managed
realignment

No active
intervention

Isle of Wight Downs SAC
South Wight Maritime SAC
Solent Southampton Water SPA
Solent Maritime SAC
New Forest SPA, SAC and Ramsar
Avon Valley SPA and Ramsar
River Avon SAC
Dorset Heathlands SPA and Ramsar
Poole Harbour SPA and Ramsar
Dorset Heaths SAC
Dorset Heaths (Purbeck & Wareham) & Studland Dunes SAC
Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs SAC
St Albans Head to Durlston Head SAC
Key
The site or its features are likely to be directly or indirectly affected as a result of this policy option
The site or its features are unlikely to be affected as a result of this policy option

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
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Figure 2.1

Isle of Wight Downs SAC and South Wight Maritime SAC

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey Maps with the
permission of the Controller of HM Stationery Office.
Crown copyright reserved Licence AL 100026380.

South Wight Maritime SAC
2.2.5

The site contains various primary habitats under Annex I of the Habitats Directive
Including reefs, vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic coasts, and submerged or
partially submerged sea caves. Figure 2.1 presents the area of the site nearest to the
SMP study area, which is the maritime area seaward of the shoreline and bounded by
the blue line.

2.2.6

The primary factors influencing the condition of the South Wight Maritime SAC are
existing and proposed protection works, coastal squeeze of cliff habitats due to erosion,
development or intensive agriculture in the hinterland, sewage disposal, accidental
pollution from shipping activity, development in the intertidal/subtidal, commercial and
recreational activities such as dredging and dredged spoil disposal, fishing and boating,
introduction of non-native species for example from shipping activity, and marine
aggregate extraction (off-site).

2.2.7

The conservation objectives of the South Wight Maritime SAC are to maintain in
favourable condition, subject to natural change, the rocky shore, kelp forest, subtidal red
algae, and subtidal turf communities associated with the reefs; and to maintain in
favourable condition, subject to natural change the sea cave communities, vegetated
sea cliffs, and geological features associated with the cliffs.

2.2.8

Key site sensitivities include activities or developments such as new coastal protection
works resulting in changes of natural processes and the physical loss or reduction in
primary habitat extent and degradation of physical characteristics of the habitats.
Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
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Solent Southampton Water SPA
2.2.9

This site qualifies under Article 4.1 of the Birds Directive (79/409/EEC) by supporting
populations of European species of importance including Common Tern (Sterna
hirundo), Little Tern (Sterna albifrons), Mediterranean Gull (Larus melanocephalus),
Roseate Tern (Sterna dougallii), and Sandwich Tern (Sterna sandvicensis) during the
breeding season, and Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa limosa islandica), Dark-bellied Brent
Goose (Branta bernicla bernicla), Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula), and Teal (Anas
crecca) over winter. The site also qualifies under Article 4.2 by regularly supporting at
least 20,000 waterfowl. Figure 2.2 shows the area of the SPA within or near to the SMP
study area, which is bordered by the red line.
Figure 2.2

Solent Southampton Water SPA within and near to the SMP Study Area

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey Maps with the
permission of the Controller of HM Stationery Office.
Crown copyright reserved Licence AL 100026380.

2.2.10

Based on the various SSSI unit components of the Solent Southampton SPA, the key
reasons for the continued impact on the site condition are related to water
pollution/agricultural runoff, inappropriate scrub control, coastal management, ditch
management, scrub control, water levels, weed control, overgrazing, coastal squeeze,
drainage, and undergrazing.

2.2.11

The conservation objectives of the Solent Southampton Water SPA are to maintain in
favourable condition, subject to natural change, coastal grazing marsh, terrestrial
grassland, vegetated shingle, standing water, sand and shingle, saltmarsh, intertidal
mud and sandflats, shallow coastal waters, and lagoons for the internationally important
populations of regularly occurring Annex I birds species of European importance,
including the assemblage of waterfowl.

2.2.12

Key site sensitivities include activities or developments resulting in physical loss of the
supporting habitats which are likely to reduce the availability of food and roosting habitat
for such species as Common Tern, Mediterranean Gull, Aquatic Warbler, Little Egret,
Avocet, Black-tailed Godwit, and Shelduck, increased disturbance (e.g. sudden noise,
movements) can also have an effect by displacing the birds from their feeding grounds,
and affect their survival.
Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
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Solent Maritime SAC
2.2.13

The site contains various primary habitats under Annex I of the Habitats Directive
including estuaries, Spartina swards (Spartinion maritimae), and Atlantic salt meadows
(Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae). Figure 2.3 shows the area of the SAC within or
near to the SMP study area, which is bordered by the blue line.
Figure 2.3

Solent Maritime SAC within and near to the SMP Study Area

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey Maps with the
permission of the Controller of HM Stationery Office.
Crown copyright reserved Licence AL 100026380.

2.2.14

The primary factors influencing the condition of the Solent Maritime SAC are existing
and proposed flood defence and coast protection works, coastal squeeze of intertidal
habitats due to coastal erosion/ sea level rise and sea-walls/ development in the
hinterland, developments pressures including ports, marinas, jetties, proposals often
involve capital/ maintenance dredging to provide/ improve deep water access, and landclaim of coastal habitats, potential accidental pollution from shipping, oil/chemical spills,
heavy industrial activities, former waste disposal sites and waste-water discharge, and
the introduction of non-native species such as through shipping activity.

2.2.15

The conservation objectives of the Solent Maritime SAC are to maintain in favourable
condition, subject to natural change, annual vegetation of drift lines, perennial vegetation
of stony banks, shifting dunes along the shoreline with Ammophila arenaria (`white
dunes`), the shingle, saltmarsh, intertidal mudflat, subtidal sediment and sandflat
communities; and to maintain in favourable condition, subject to natural change the
Atlantic salt meadows in particular low marsh, mid marsh, upper marsh and transitional
high marsh communities.

2.2.16

Key site sensitivities include activities or developments such as new coastal protection
works resulting in the physical loss or reduction in primary habitat extent and
degradation of physical characteristics of the habitats.
Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
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New Forest SPA, SAC and Ramsar Site
2.2.17

This site qualifies under Article 4.1 of the Birds Directive (79/409/EEC) by supporting
populations of European species of importance including Dartford Warbler, Honey
Buzzard (Pernis apivorus), Nightjar, and Woodlark during the breeding season, and Hen
Harrier over winter. The site also contains various habitats under Annex I of the
Habitats Directive including wet and dry heaths, valley mires including alkaline fens,
transition mires, quaking bogs, and Rhynchosporion habitat. Wet and dry acid
grassland, wood pasture, beech woodland, oak woodland, riverine woodland (alluvial
forest) and bog woodland, rivers, streams, oligotrophic and temporary ponds and
inclosure woodland managed for silviculture.

2.2.18

In addition the site includes Ramsar criterion 1, 2 and 3, in that the valley mires and wet
heaths are of outstanding scientific interest (criterion 1); supports a diverse assemblage
of wetland plants and animals including several nationally rare species (criterion 2); and
the mire habitats are of high ecological quality and diversity and have undisturbed
transition zones (criterion 3).

2.2.19

Based on the SSSI component of the New Forest SPA, the primary factors influencing
the condition of the site are related to inappropriate scrub and weed control,
undergrazing, overgrazing, public access, and forestry and woodland management.

2.2.20

The conservation objectives of the New Forest SPA are to maintain, in favourable
condition mires (including transitional and alkaline fens) with particular reference to
depressions on peat substrates (Rhynchosporion), to restore alluvial forests and pasture
woodland from an unfavourable condition to a favourable condition, with particular
reference to beech forests with holly, yew rich in lichens and mosses, acidophilous oak
woodlands with pedunculate on sandy plains, Asperulo- Fagetum beech forests, and
stag beetles.

2.2.21

Key site sensitivities include activities or developments resulting in physical loss of the
supporting habitats that are likely to reduce the availability of food and roosting habitat
for such species as the Dartford Warbler, Nightjar, Honey Buzzard, Woodlark, and Hen
Harrier, increased disturbance (e.g. sudden noise, movements) can also have an effect
by displacing the birds from their feeding grounds, and can therefore affect their survival.
Avon Valley SPA and Ramsar Site

2.2.22

This site qualifies under Article 4.1 of the Birds Directive (79/409/EEC) by supporting
populations of European species of importance of the following species listed on Annex I
of the Directive including Bewick’s Swan (Cygnus columbianus bewickii) and Gadwall
(Anas strepera). The site also includes Ramsar criterion 1, 2 and 6, in that the site
shows a greater range of habitats than any other chalk river in Britain, including fen,
mire, lowland wet grassland, and small areas of woodland (criterion 1); supports a
diverse assemblage of wetland flora and fauna including several nationally-rare species
(criterion 2); and supports the following species as future considerations (criterion 6),
Northern Pintail (Anas acuta), and Black-tailed Godwit. Figure 2.4 shows the area of
the SPA nearest to the SMP study area, and is bordered by the red line.

2.2.23

Based on the SSSI component of the Avon Valley SPA, the primary factors influencing
the condition of the site is related to inappropriate ditch management, water levels, and
undergrazing.
Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
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Figure 2.4

Avon Valley SPA within and near to the SMP Study Area

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey Maps with the
permission of the Controller of HM Stationery Office.
Crown copyright reserved Licence AL 100026380.

2.2.24

The conservation objectives of the Avon Valley SPA are to maintain, in favourable
condition, subject to natural change, the supporting habitats for the populations of Annex
I bird species (Bewicks’ Swan and Gadwall) of European importance, with particular
reference to open water, standing water, and floodplain grazing marsh.

2.2.25

Key site sensitivities include activities or developments resulting in physical loss of the
intertidal supporting habitats, which are likely to reduce the availability of food and
roosting habitat for the Bewick’s Swan and overwintering Gadwall; increased
disturbance (e.g. sudden noise, movements) to overwintering birds can also have an
effect of displacing the birds from their feeding grounds, and affect their survival.
River Avon SAC

2.2.26

The site contains various primary habitats under Annex I of the Habitats Directive
including watercourses of plain to montane levels with Ranunculion fluitantis and
Callitricho-Batrachion vegetation. Annex II primary species associated with the site
include Desmoulin’s Whorl-Snail (Vertigo moulinsiana), Sea Lamprey (Petromyzon
marinus), Brook Lamprey (Lampetra planeri), Atlantic Salmon (Salmo salar), and
Bullhead (Cottus gobio).

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
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2.2.27

The primary factors influencing the condition of the River Avon SAC are: historical
modifications for mills, water meadows and more recently land drainage, land use in the
catchment, abstraction of water for public supply and agricultural uses, disposal of
sewage effluents, management of the water courses for fishery, and agricultural and
other uses. Currently much of the system is considered to be at risk from reduced flows,
elevated nutrient levels and changes to sediment processes resulting from previous
channel modifications.

2.2.28

The conservation objectives of the River Avon SAC are to maintain, in favourable
condition, the river and adjoining land as habitat for populations of Desmoulin’s WhorlSnail; to maintain, in favourable condition, the Ranunculion fluitantis and CallitrichoBatrachion vegetation, and the river as a habitat for populations of Atlantic Salmon and
Bullhead; and to maintain in favourable condition the river as a habitat for Bullhead,
populations of Brook Lamprey and Sea Lamprey.

2.2.29

Key site sensitivities include activities or developments such as land use changes
resulting in the physical loss or reduction in primary habitat extent and degradation of
physical characteristics of the habitats.
Dorset Heathlands SPA and Ramsar Site

2.2.30

This site qualifies under Article 4.1 of the Birds Directive (79/409/EEC) by supporting
populations of European species of importance including Dartford Warbler (Sylvia
undata), Nightjar (Caprimulgus europaeus), and Woodlark (Lullula arborea) during the
breeding the season, and Hen Harrier (Ircus cyaneus) and Merlin (Falco columbarius)
over winter. The site also includes Ramsar criterion 1, 2 and 3, in that the site contains
particularly good examples of northern Atlantic wet heaths, acid mire and contains the
largest example in Britain of southern Atlantic wet heaths (criterion 1); supports 1
nationally rare and 13 nationally scarce wetland plant species, and at least 28 nationally
rare wetland invertebrate species (criterion 2); and has a high species richness and high
ecological diversity of wetland habitat types and transitions (criterion 3). Figures 2.5
and 2.6 show the area of the SPA nearest to the SMP study area, with the site bordered
by the red line with light red shading showing the area covered by the SPA.

2.2.31

Past losses of the heathland have left the remaining heaths in a highly fragmented state.
Despite this decline and fragmentation, the heaths show a high degree of ecological
cohesion. The primary reasons for the continued impact on the site condition
associated with the various SSSI unit components of the Dorset Heathlands SPA
include inappropriate scrub, weed control and ditch management, undergrazing, coastal
squeeze, drainage, and water pollution discharge.

2.2.32

The conservation objectives of the Dorset Heathlands SPA are to maintain, in
favourable condition, subject to natural change, the geological features and supporting
habitats for the populations of Annex I bird species (Nightjar, Woodlark, Dartford
Warbler, Hen Harrier, and Merlin) of European importance, with particular reference to
their lowland heathland, fen, marsh and swamp, sand dune, woodland, open standing
water, and grassland habitat.

2.2.33

Key site sensitivities include activities or developments resulting in physical loss of the
supporting habitats which are likely to reduce the availability of food and roosting habitat
for the Dartford Warbler, Nightjar, Woodlark and Hen Harrier; increased disturbance
(e.g. sudden noise, movements) can also have an effect by displacing the birds from
their feeding grounds, and affect their survival.
Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
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Figure 2.5

Dorset Heathlands SPA (Hengistbury Head) within and near to the SMP Study
Area

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey Maps with the
permission of the Controller of HM Stationery Office.
Crown copyright reserved Licence AL 100026380.

Figure 2.6

Dorset Heathlands SPA (Poole Harbour) within and near to the SMP Study Area
Reproduced from Ordnance Survey Maps with the
permission of the Controller of HM Stationery Office.
Crown copyright reserved Licence AL 100026380.
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Poole Harbour SPA and Ramsar Site
2.2.34

This site qualifies under Article 4.1 of the Birds Directive (79/409/EEC) by supporting
populations of European species of importance including Common Tern, and
Mediterranean Gull during breeding, Aquatic Warbler (Acrocephalus paludicola), Little
Egret (Egretta garzetta), and Avocet (Recurvirostra avosetta) on passage and over
winter. The site also qualifies under Article 4.2 by supporting Black-tailed Godwit and
Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna) over winter, and regularly supporting at least 20,000
waterfowl. Figure 2.7 shows the area of the SPA, with the site bordered by the red line
with light red shading showing the area covered.
Figure 2.7

Poole Harbour SPA within the SMP Study Area

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey Maps with the
permission of the Controller of HM Stationery Office.
Crown copyright reserved Licence AL 100026380.

2.2.35

In addition the site also includes Ramsar criterion 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6 in that the site
contains the largest example of a bar-built estuary with lagoon characteristics (criterion
1); supports two species of nationally rare plant and one nationally rare alga and at least
three British Red data book invertebrate species (criterion 2); includes examples of
natural habitat types of community interest and supports nationally important
populations of breeding waterfowl and supports a nationally important population of
Avocet (criterion 3 & 5); and supports the following species Shelduck and Black-tailed
Godwit and Avocet (criterion 6).

2.2.36

Based on the various SSSI unit components of the Poole Harbour SPA, some key
reasons for the continued impact on the site condition are related to water
pollution/agricultural runoff, inappropriate scrub control, coastal management, ditch
management, scrub control, water levels, weed control; overgrazing, coastal squeeze,
drainage, and undergrazing.

2.2.37

The conservation objectives of the Poole Harbour SPA are to maintain in favourable
condition, subject to natural change, the littoral sediment (sheltered muddy shores and
saltmarsh), lowland fens (including basin, flood-plain, open-water transition and valley
fens, springs and flushes), lowland wet and dry heath, lowland neutral grassland,
Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
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coastal lagoon habitats in particular Brownsea Lagoon, and woodland for the
internationally important populations of regularly occurring Annex I birds species of
European importance including the assemblage of waterfowl.
2.2.38

Key site sensitivities include activities or developments resulting in physical loss of the
supporting habitats which are likely to reduce the availability of food and roosting habitat
for the Common Tern, Mediterranean Gull, Aquatic Warbler, Little Egret, Avocet, Blacktailed Godwit, Shelduck, waterfowl and various invertebrate species, increased
disturbance (e.g. sudden noise, movements) can also have an effect by displacing the
birds from their feeding grounds, and affect their survival.
Dorset Heaths SAC

2.2.39

The site contains various primary habitats under Annex I of the Habitats Directive
including Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix, European dry heaths and
depressions on peat substrates of the Rhynchosporion, and Annex II primary species
including southern damselfly (Coenagrion mercuriale). Figure 2.8 shows areas covered
by the Dorset Heaths SAC as well as those of the Dorset Heaths (Purbeck & Wareham)
& Studland Dunes SAC, outlined in blue, with the Dorset Heaths site predominantly to
the north and west of Poole Harbour.
Figure 2.8

Dorset Heaths SAC and Dorset Heaths (Purbeck & Wareham) & Studland
Dunes SAC within or near to the SMP Study Area
Reproduced from Ordnance Survey Maps with the
permission of the Controller of HM Stationery Office.
Crown copyright reserved Licence AL 100026380.

2.2.40

The primary factors influencing the condition of the Dorset Heaths SAC is mainly related
to existing and proposed flood defences and coastal protection works, coastal squeeze
of intertidal habitats due to coastal erosion, development pressures, and maintenance
including dredging.
Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
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2.2.41

The conservation objectives of the Dorset Heaths SAC are to maintain in favourable
condition, subject to natural change, the mires, fens, Molinia meadows, oak woodlands,
and heaths including their component vegetation types.

2.2.42

Key site sensitivities include activities or developments such as new coastal protection
works resulting in the physical loss or reduction in primary habitat extent and
degradation of physical characteristics of the habitats.
Dorset Heaths (Purbeck & Wareham) & Studland Dunes SAC

2.2.43

The site contains various primary habitats under Annex I of the Habitats Directive
including dunes, oligotrophic waters, Atlantic wet heaths with Erica ciliaris and Erica
tetralix, European dry heaths, depressions on peat substrates of the Rhynchosporion,
and bog woodland. Annex II primary species associated with the site include southern
damselfy. Figure 2.8 shows areas covered by the Dorset Heaths (Purbeck & Wareham)
& Studland Dunes SAC as well as those of the Dorset Heaths SAC, outlined in blue,
with the Dorset Heaths (Purbeck & Wareham) & Studland Dunes site predominantly in
the south of Poole Harbour.

2.2.44

The Dorset Heathlands have become a fragmented heathland area through extensive
losses to agriculture, forestry, and urban development. The heaths are also affected by
the decline in the use of traditional agriculture has resulted in a successional trend to
scrub and woodland together with invasion by conifer and introduced scrub species,
especially Rhododendron. The key threats to dune habitats are associated with erosion
and scrub invasion.

2.2.45

The conservation objectives of the Dorset Heaths (Purbeck & Wareham) & Studland
Dunes SAC are to maintain in favourable condition, subject to natural change, the
dunes, geological features associated with the cliffs, the freshwater body known as Little
Sea, mires, fens, wet and oak woodlands, Molinia meadows, and heaths including their
component vegetation types.

2.2.46

Key site sensitivities include activities or developments such as land use changes
resulting in the physical loss or reduction in primary habitat extent and degradation of
physical characteristics of the habitats.
Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs SAC

2.2.47

The site contains various primary habitats under Annex I of the Habitats Directive
including vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic coasts and semi-natural dry
grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous substrates. Annex II primary species
associated with the site include Early Gentian. Figure 2.9 shows areas covered by the
Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs SAC as well as those of the St Albans Head to
Durlston Head SAC, outlined in blue, with the Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs site
running along the coast from Studland Bay to north of Swanage, as well as within
Durlston Bay.

2.2.48

The primary factors influencing the condition of the Isle of Portland to Studland Cliff SAC
are inappropriate coastal defences reducing natural coastal processes, inappropriate
grazing regimes, and recreational pressures.
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Figure 2.9

Dorset Heaths SAC and Dorset Heaths (Purbeck & Wareham) & Studland
Dunes SAC within or near to the SMP Study Area

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey Maps with the
permission of the Controller of HM Stationery Office.
Crown copyright reserved Licence AL 100026380.

2.2.49

The conservation objectives of the Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs SAC are to
maintain in favourable condition, subject to natural change, the vegetated sea cliffs,
annual vegetation of drift lines, heaths and grassland including their component
vegetation types and geological features associated with the cliffs.

2.2.50

Key site sensitivities include activities or developments such as new coastal protection
works resulting in changes of natural processes and the physical loss or reduction in
primary habitat extent and degradation of physical characteristics of the habitats.
St Albans Head to Durlston Head SAC

2.2.51

The site contains various primary habitats under Annex I of the Habitats Directive
including vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic coasts, and semi-natural dry
grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous substrates (Festuco-Brometalia)
(important orchid sites). Figure 2.9 shows areas covered by St Albans Head to Durlston
Head SAC as well as those of the Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs SAC, outlined in
blue, with the St Albans Head to Durlston Head site running west from Durlston Head.

2.2.52

The primary factors influencing the condition of the St Albans Head to Durlston Head
SAC include scrub encroachment, invasive species, and recreational pressures such as
rock climbing.
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2.2.53

The conservation objectives of the St Albans Head to Durlston Head SAC are to
maintain in favourable condition, subject to natural change, the vegetated sea cliffs,
grassland and scrubland including their component vegetation types, and the geological
features associated with the cliffs.

2.2.54

Key site sensitivities include activities or developments such as recreational pressure
resulting in changes of natural processes and the physical loss or reduction in primary
habitat extent and degradation of physical characteristics of the habitats.

2.3

New Sites Within or Adjacent to SMP2 Management Units

2.3.1

Potential new designations that are currently being reviewed by Natural England include
the Poole Bay to Lyme Bay (SAC), which lies off the counties of Dorset and Devon. The
site comprises a mosaic of four areas containing Annex I ‘reef’ and ‘sea cave’ habitat.
The areas are described as (from east to west):
•

Studland Bay to Ringstead Bay Reefs;

•

Portland Reefs;

•

Lyme Bay Reefs; and

•

Watcombe to Dartmouth Reefs.

2.3.2

The reason the site is potentially being designated is that the reefs exhibit a large
amount of geological variety ranging from chalk bedrock through to exposed shales,
clays, limestone and cementstone ledges, and boulders. The reef habitats contain such
species as Ross Coral (Pentapora fascialis), soft coral (e.g. A. digitatum), stony coral
(e.g. C. smithii) recorded extensively along with other sponges, including Axinella sp,
bryozoans, hornwrack, Flustra foliacea dominant deadmans fingers, hydroids and
tunicates (including large patches of Stolonica socialis). Colonies of the nationally
scarce Pink Sea Fan (Eunicella verrucosa) and various biotopes have also been widely
recorded.

2.3.3

The primary factors influencing the condition of the Poole Bay to Lyme Bay (SAC) site
are mainly related to fishing activity, which has occurred extensively within the SAC in
particular scallop dredging has resulted in the degradation of reef structure as well as
biota. The physical structure of the majority of the reef habitat within the SAC is
considered to be in relatively good condition. However, in areas where scallop dredging
has coincided with softer bedrock and areas of boulder / pebble reef, degradation to the
structure has occurred.

2.4

Consultation

2.4.1

Consultation with Natural England and the Environment Agency identified a number of
key issues experienced by or affecting the Poole and Christchurch Bays SAC, SPA and
Ramsar sites. A summary of the consultation is presented in Table 2.2.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

18

9T2052/HRA Final Scoping/303576/Exet
January 2010

Table 2.2

Summary of Consultation Responses

Consultee
Environment
Agency

Natural England

Key Comments
The EA consider that:
•

The requirements of the Water Framework Directive (WFD) to be an
integrate part of the long term management of water bodies associated
with the Natura 2000 sites.

•

Loss of BAP habitats associated with the Natura 2000 sites in response
to a range of pressures such as sea level rise, coastal squeeze and
agricultural activities, in which measures should be undertaken where
possible to protect and enhance the quality of designated habitats.

•

Several rivers within the Poole and Christchurch Bay SMP2 study area
including the River Avon are important for salmonids and other fish
species such as Sea Lamprey.

•

The influence of recreation, resource and commercial activities
associated with the Poole and Christchurch Bays and Harbours as key
economic areas which need to be managed correctly to reduce impacts
to Natura 2000 sites.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2 key issues:
•

Inappropriate coastal management causing unfavourable conditions of
various SSSI units associated with the Natura 2000 sites. For
example, cliff stabilisation works which have led to scrubbing over of
stabilised slopes and loss of geological exposures and associated bare
ground of value to species like sand lizard.

•

Loss of coastal habitats due to coastal squeeze between rising sea
levels and hard sea/flood defences.

•

The importance of designated freshwater and brackish habitats that are
protected behind sea-defences (e.g. Brownsea Lagoon) which have
uncertain futures, if defences are allowed to fail and thus there may be
a need to create compensatory habitats.

•

Inappropriate scrub and invasive species control.

•

Water pollution, farming practises can have an impact on water quality
within the Natura 2000 sites.

•

Recreational disturbance for example, rock climbing within the St
Albans Head to Durlston SAC.

•

While Natural England would not want see habitat lost from coastal
sites due to coastal protection works, in some instances some habitats
in there present location may no longer be sustainable and that it will
need to be allowed to be lost.
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3

METHODOLOGY

3.1

Introduction to Appropriate Assessment

3.1.1

The methodology for the detailed assessment of the effects of the proposed SMP
policies on Natura 2000 sites has been developed in accordance with the guidance of
the DCLG and Natural England, as well as utilising the RSPB guidance. Additionally,
Appropriate Assessment methodologies devised for large scale developments have
been evaluated to ensure that the approach provided here is based on actual practical
implementation of the Habitats Regulations. The approach developed has also been
tailored to ensure that the requirements of the Habitats Regulations and supporting
guidance are met. The need to ensure that the assessment is actually ‘appropriate’ to
the evaluation of policies relating to shoreline management activities has also been
recognised. Appropriate Assessment is a four stage process, as outlined in Table 3.1.
A summary of the methodology is illustrated in Figure 3.1, which shows the manner in
which the overall assessment progresses, and how key tasks relate to one another.
Table 3.1

Stages in the Appropriate Assessment Process

Stage

Description

Comments

Screening

The initial evaluation of a plan’s effects on a
European Site. If it cannot be concluded that there
will be no significant effect upon any European Site
an AA will be required. At the end of this process a
screening decision is made by the Competent
Authority as to whether AA is triggered.

Given the high degree of European
sites within close proximity of the
shoreline, an AA has been
recommended to be undertaken for
the Poole and Christchurch Bays
SMP2.

Scoping

Preparation for the Appropriate Assessment where
screening has shown that likely significant effects
could occur to a European Site. It identifies what
impacts the AA should cover and should address
any gaps in knowledge to ensure the AA is
complete and accurate.

This report comprises the
scoping stage. It determines
which policy options of the SMP2
will have a likely significant
effect and which therefore will be
subject to AA (Final Report).

Appropriate
Assessment

Consideration
of alternatives

3.1.2

Evaluating the evidence gathered on impacts and
considering whether changes to the plan are need
to ensure that it will not have an adverse effect on a
European Site. Normally the AA process will stop
here and the plan can be adopted.
The plan-making authority must demonstrate that
its policy is the least damaging way of meeting the
need identified in the plan.

The methodology for this stage is
set out in Section 3.3.
This stage may not be required.
Further details are set out in
Section 3.3.

Significant effects have been screened using the RSPB guidance (2007) which states
that a significant effect is triggered when:
•

There is the probability or a risk of a plan or project having a significant effect
on a European Site;

•

The plan is likely to undermine the site’s conservation objectives; and

•

A significant effect cannot be excluded on the basis of objective information.
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Figure 3.1

Appropriate Assessment Methodology

Appropriate Assessment
SMP Policies for
Assessment

Scoping Stage
1 Identification of policies for inclusion
within the AA
2 Identification of relevant European
sites and their features
3 Clarification of other relevant plans
and projects for consideration
4 Provision of methodology for AA

*************
******************
*****
**********************
**************
**************
**************
**************

European Sites
Ecological
assessment

SACs

A

SPAs

Formal recording of the AA

Other Policies or Projects
for 'in combination
'Assessment

Assessment in regard to:
-Features
-Targets
-Status
-Sensitivities

B

Determination of SMP policy suite
clearly demonstrating whether the
polices for assessment would or
would not have an adverse effect
on the integrity of European sites.
If polices cannot be shown to have
no adverse effect on the integrity
of the site, and no alternative
solutions can be identified, then
the consideration of imperative
reasons of overriding public
interest will need to be considered.

Consultation
with Natural
England

Consultation
with Natural
England

Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

Consideration of
preventative
measures and
mitigation

Potential impacts of policy on the above

Ecological '
in
combination'
assessment
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3.2

Existing Policy Suite

3.2.1

SMPs are policy setting documents that determine how a Competent Authority will
manage ‘their’ shoreline and its coastal defences over the next 100 years. The policy
options available are:
1. Hold the Line;
2. Advance the Line;
3. Managed Realignment; or
4. No Active Intervention.

3.2.2

In the context of the Appropriate Assessment, it is considered that all options (1 - 4)
should be considered to determine whether they may have a likely significant effect on
International sites. Although Option 4 may not constitute ‘development’ in the context of
the guidance which is emerging, it is considered that in the application of this guidance
to the provisions of an SMP, this option should be considered (this accords with Natural
England’s position on this matter). Options relating to no actual development remain
pertinent to the assessment since they have the potential to have significant effects on
site features (for example the loss of habitat due to coastal squeeze or inundation).
Accordingly, all options have been considered for inclusion within the Appropriate
Assessment.

3.3

Appropriate Assessment of SMP2 Policies
Appropriate Assessment of the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2

3.3.1

The assessment of the SMP2 policies will be supported by a tabulated account based
on an adaptation of the favourable condition tables for the SSSIs which underpin the
international Sites. Tables will be provided to show the key features of the Site, the
attributes relevant to such features, the identified management targets for the Site and
known sensitivities or management issues. Each policy unit within the PDZs will then be
evaluated and tabulated against each feature with regard to the potential impacts of the
preferred policy, preventative measures that could be taken, mitigation and a
commentary on the impacts of the policy on the site features and targets. On the basis
of this exercise, a cumulative assessment can then be provided with regard to the
overall impacts of the SMP policy on the integrity of the international Sites. This
exercise will be recorded at the PDZ level. Policy units have been devised to provide
discreet, spatial areas for policy assessment though ultimately they will be combined to
assess the affects at the PDZ level; however, if a policy may affect a neighbouring PDZ,
this will be included in the in-combination assessment.

3.3.2

The assessment will use the findings of the SMP2 study of shoreline erosion for the
three epochs, along with sea level rise change, to ascertain the likely extent and quantity
of change to the physical character of the Site area, and from that determine likely
effects. In addition, as no specific modelling has been undertaken at this strategic level,
qualitative information on the hydrodynamic and coastal processes from the SMP2 study
and from discussions with the coastal engineers and geomorphologists will be used
where appropriate.
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3.3.3

An illustrative table (see Table 3.2), presents the basis of how the assessment is
recorded. It is fully understood that the favourable condition tables will need to be
refined to the extent that they relate solely to the features relevant to the European sites
and not to features that are not covered by the Habitats or Birds Directives.
Table 3.2

Suggested Table to Record the Appropriate Assessment

Policy Sub Feature Attribute

Target

Potential effect of
policy

Preventative
Measures

Mitigation

Implications for the
integrity of the site

Site Feature - E.g. Ringed Plover

Appropriate Assessment using the methodology described here will only be applied to
preferred policy options. This does not preclude consideration of other policy options in
terms of the Regulations and it is anticipated that preferred options will be developed
with the likely acceptability of these in terms of the Regulations as a key consideration.
3.3.4

Although Ramsar features and sites do not have favourable condition tables, it should
be stressed that conservation objectives set out in the Regulation 33 package have
been produced to broadly protect the underlying habitat and environmental conditions
required by Annex I and 2 habitats and species. Given the close correlation between
Ramsar and European features, the conservation objectives within the Regulation 33
package is generally adequate to protect Ramsar features. Nonetheless, where Ramsar
features need consideration over and above those of European features, the high level
generic conservation objective for international sites will be applied to Ramsar sites and
their features, that is; subject to natural change to maintain in favourable condition the
Ramsar features and their supporting habitats.

3.3.5

The provision of the tables to record and summarise the Appropriate Assessment will be
underpinned by any ecological assessment, survey or analysis which supports the
assessment process.

3.3.6

Tables will be provided for each policy under consideration with supporting analysis and
commentary on how the assessment accords with guidance and is compliant with the
regulations.

3.3.7

For each policy and management unit, a commentary and determination will be provided
which will clearly express the likely impacts of the policy on each international site and
illustrate the measures which could be taken to avoid any adverse impacts identified.
The level of assessment will be provided at an ‘appropriate’ level commensurate with a
policy based assessment and in recognition of the fact that further assessment would be
provided when the actual proposal for the works was forthcoming (under Land drainage
and/or Town and Country planning application procedures). Paragraph 1.7.1 of the
emerging Natural England Guidance document (Natural England, 2006) acknowledges
the need to provide a level of assessment that is ‘appropriate’ and refers to the
European Court of Justice (ECJ) ruling where the Advocate General’s opinion was that
the assessment for policy should be as rigorous an assessment as can reasonably be
undertaken.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

24

9T2052/HRA Final Scoping/303576/Exet
January 2010

Assessment of Impacts over Different SMP Epochs
3.3.8

The complications of applying the Habitats Regulations at the policy level are further
enhanced by the different timescales or epochs over which they apply (20 years, 50
years and 100 years). The possibility exists whereby SMPs or their policies will result in
short-term adverse impacts, but that in the longer-term the SMP2 will enable Site
integrity to be maintained. Agreement with Natural England will have to be reached on
the degree and duration of unfavourable shoreline management which can be tolerated
in anticipation of longer-term achievement of site integrity.
Provision of an ‘in combination’ Assessment

3.3.9

The ‘in combination’ assessment will build on the assessment of policy and the
summary tables provided in the previous stage and will then consider the impacts of
SMP policy in combination with all other policies or approved projects yet to be
implemented. The specific focus of this stage will relate to the consideration of those
plans and projects which are likely to have the same effect as the policies of the SMP2.
In the context of the SMP2, this is likely to relate to other plans or projects which may
have effects on coastal processes which support a Site’s interest features. The plans
and projects which are considered most relevant to this study are discussed in Section 5
of this document. An assessment for each SMP2 Management Unit will be provided
which accounts for the ‘in combination’ effects of other plans or projects (from the list
provided in Section 5) that have similar impacts to that of the specific policy within the
Management Unit. An accompanying rationale will be provided to support this.

3.3.10

The ‘in combination’ assessment will be summarised in regard to the overall conclusions
which can be drawn to provide a clear summary for each SMP2 Management Unit so
that the impacts of the policies within the unit alone, and ‘in combination’ with other
plans and projects is clearly expressed.
Consideration of Preventative Measures and Mitigation

3.3.11

If it has been concluded that all of the SMP2 policies alone or ‘in combination’ with other
plans or projects, would not have an adverse effect on the international sites in question,
then the assessment would be concluded at this stage, with a recommendation that the
SMP2 be implemented in its current form. If at the conclusion of the above stages,
policies remain where it cannot be shown that the impacts of policy would not have an
adverse effect on the integrity of any of the international sites, consideration will then
need to be given to how such effects could be avoided in regard to preventative
measures and mitigation.

3.3.12

Guidance, case studies and examples of best practice would form the basis of the
assessment to suggest measures which would need to be taken, to enable policy
adoption which would not affect site integrity. At this stage, the determination of feasible
measures would be refined in consultation with the SMP2 Client Steering Group; to
ensure that suggested measures are acceptable in the shoreline management context
and in regard to the impacts of policy. Following this collaborative process, a series of
measures would be specified which would clearly demonstrate how adverse impacts
have been mitigated or avoided for each relevant policy. It should be recognised at this
stage, that at a policy level, preventative measures could be provided simply, by the
provision of additional supporting policy to offset adverse impacts. If policies remain for
which preventative measures or mitigation cannot be established, then such policies will
be identified and taken forward for further consideration.
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At this stage it is suggested that mitigation could involve identification of habitat creation
sites either within the International site concerned, or elsewhere. Identification of
acceptable mitigation sites would enable no adverse effect on integrity to be determined
at the SMP2 (land use plan level), but at the plan implementation stage, the ultimate
Appropriate Assessment would need to determine adverse effect on integrity, no
alternative solutions, IROPI, and formally identify the offset land as compensatory
habitat under Regulation 53. The extent to which mitigation1 measures need to be
secured at the SMP2 stage, in order to enable determination of no adverse effect
on site integrity is currently unclear. This issue will need to be resolved in
consultation with Natural England and Defra.
A strategic approach to compensation at the SMP2 level is expected to be identified in
the Environment Agency’s Habitat Creation Programme. This project is in effect
identifying habitat to compensate for coastal squeeze, and provide opportunities for
compensatory habitat under the Habitats Regulations.
3.3.13

Where mitigation and preventative measures are identified as being necessary for
determining no adverse effect on site integrity, these measures will need to be
incorporated as part of the SMP2.
Determination of Alternative Solutions and Imperative Reasons of Overriding Public
Interest

3.3.14

As outlined above, if policies have been identified for which preventive measures or
mitigation do not avoid their adverse impacts on the integrity of the site(s), such policies
will then need to be assessed to determine how these policies are addressed within the
Appropriate Assessment and within the SMP2. This consideration follows a two stage
process. Firstly, the assessment of alternative solutions needs to be considered. Can
the policy in question be replaced by a policy which will meet the requirements of the
wider SMP2 and yet avoid any impacts on international sites? The consideration of
policy alternatives will require the combined efforts of the Appropriate Assessment
project team and the policy officers within the SMP2 Client Steering Group. If policies
are then found to lack any viable alternative, the matter of whether the policy is required
in the interests of overriding public interest will need to be considered.

3.3.15

Claims for policy adoption on the grounds of imperative reasons of overriding public
interest (IROPI) need to be carefully considered in regard to Regulations 49 and 53.
The procedure for pursuing policy on the grounds of IROPI is well defined in the
Regulations and in guidance. The particulars will depend on the actual reasons for the
IROPI claim (for example is the policy required on the grounds of social or economic
factors, or is it a public health and safety issue?) and the priority attached to the species
or habitat in question. Finally claims for IROPI need to be submitted to Central
Government with a clear reasoning provided.

1

The term mitigation habitat is used at the SMP level, as this would not be identified via
Regulation 53. However, the SMP and the AA would make it explicit, that at the proposal
stage, unless the mitigation measures identified in the SMP and its AA were adopted, it
would not be possible to determine no adverse impact on site integrity for the implementation
of that SMP policy.
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3.3.16

Provision of compensatory measures under Regulation 53 is a necessary element in
undertaking policies on the basis of IROPI, and the availability of acceptable
compensatory measures under Regulation 53 may need to be provided alongside
presentation of the case for IROPI, such that the case can be fully considered.

3.4

Provision of an Appropriate Assessment Report

3.4.1

At the conclusion of the assessment a full account of the analysis for each Core
Strategy will be provided in the form of an Appropriate Assessment Report. In addition
to the analysis, the report will also include records of consultation with Natural England,
their response and any actions subsequent to this. The Appropriate Assessment Report
will then be provided to Natural England for consultation. Following consultation, any
required amendments will be made, and a finalised report including recommendations
will be provided to the Bournemouth Borough Council. Within this report, agreed actions
for policy amendment, replacement or modification (if required) will be presented.

3.4.2

The likely contents list for the appropriate assessment report will include:
•

Introduction;

•

Methodology;

•

Consultation – anticipated to be with Natural England, Environment Agency, the
National Trust, and RSPB;

•

Assessment of Impacts (direct, indirect, secondary, cumulative, and incombination);

•

Consideration of Mitigation, Alternative Solutions, IROPI, and Compensatory
Habitat requirements; and

•

Conclusions.
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4

OTHER PLANS AND PROJECTS

4.1

Introduction

4.1.1

A range of envisaged or ongoing plans or projects must be considered in combination
with Shoreline Management Plan policies. Any plan or project which has yet to be
implemented will need to be considered within an in-combination assessment.
Accordingly, the following activities, and any specific proposals (such as wind farms etc)
will need to be considered (within this context) during the assessment.

4.2

Land Use Plans

4.2.1

Land use plans are produced by local authorities, and set out the broad framework for
planning and development in the local authority area. The area potentially affected by
the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2 policies is covered by five local authorities:
•

Borough of Poole;

•

Bournemouth Borough Council;

•

Christchurch Borough Council;

•

New Forest District Council; and

•

Purbeck District Council.

4.2.2

The main issue for land use plans in the context of shoreline management plans and
their compatibility with the Habitats Regulations is where land is allocated for housing,
employment or other uses, development of which may prejudice SMP2 policies.
For example, housing allocations in areas currently prevented from flooding by flood
defence structures or practices would make it more difficult to undertake managed
retreat or abandon existing defences. Managed realignment or no active intervention
options may be preferred, or necessary in response to coastal squeeze, which may be
adversely affecting international sites.

4.2.3

Planning Policy Statement (PPS) 25 sets out government policy on development in
relation to flood risk. Broadly speaking this seeks to avoid development in flood prone
areas, or undertaking development which will enhance flood risk. PPS 25 requires local
authorities to undertake Strategic Flood Risk Assessments to assist in developing local
plans such that they achieve these objectives.

4.2.4

Adherence to PPS 25 guidance will ensure that the likelihood of development occurring
which will prejudice SMP2 policies, is minimised. It does not however completely
preclude these possibilities, and individual local plans thus need to be examined to
identify any constraints which may act “in combination” with SMP2 policies.

4.3

Maintenance Dredging

4.3.1

Given the number of harbours and navigational channels for both recreational and
commercial vessels along the coast, maintenance dredging takes place. The Marine
Fisheries Agency (MFA) is responsible for administering licences for maintenance
dredging under the Food and Environmental Protection Act (FEPA) (1985). Further
details of FEPA consented dredging activities will be sought from MFA for consideration
in the in-combination analysis.
Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
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4.4

Activities Regulated and Consented by the Environment Agency

4.4.1

The Environment Agency regulates and consents a range of activities that have the
potential to affect site integrity. Relevant consents include discharge and abstraction
consents, Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control (IPPC) licences and waste
licences. Although most new applications received by the Environment Agency for
these licences are reviewed under Regulation 48 of the Habitats Regulations, many of
these applications are granted in perpetuity, for continuously operated activities. In
order to ensure that such activities are compatible with the requirements of the Habitats
Regulations, specifically to ensure that these can be determined as having no adverse
effect on integrity, the Environment Agency is in the process of reviewing consents via
the Regulation 50 Review of Consents (RoC) Project. Outcomes of the RoC process for
European sites within the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2 area will be obtained and
will establish whether and which Environment Agency consented activities are unable to
be determined as not adversely affecting site integrity, and the actions required in order
to rectify any non-compliant consents.

4.4.2

The outcomes of the RoC will be requested from the Environment Agency, such that
these can be fully incorporated into the in-combination assessment.
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5

SHORELINE MANAGEMENT OPTIONS SCOPED IN OR OUT

5.1

Introduction

5.1.1

The key focus of the Appropriate Assessment for each policy option of the Poole and
Christchurch Bays SMP2 is presented in Table 5.1, which scopes in or out the potential
issues associated with the various policy options on the SPA, SAC and Ramsar sites of
the study area, based on Section 2 and Appendix 2.
Table 5.1

Key Focus of the Appropriate Assessment for each SMP2 Policy Option

Shoreline
Management
Policy Options
Hold the existing
defence line

Scoped In

Scoped Out

Impacts to the Solent Southampton Water SPA,
the Solent Maritime SAC, the Avon Valley SPA,
the River Avon SAC, the Dorset Heathlands SPA,
the Poole Harbour SPA, the Dorset Heaths SAC,
the Dorset Heaths (Purbeck & Wareham) &
Studland Dunes SAC, and the Isle of Portland to
Studland Cliffs SAC from hold line are likely,
where this results in the construction of defences
that could result in loss of primary and supporting
habitat due to direct footprint loss.

No impacts are expected on the Isle
of Wight Downs SAC, the South
Wight Maritime SAC, and St Albans
Head to Durlston Head SAC as these
sites are outside the SMP area, and
there no indirect effects as a result of
coastal process changes would be
expected to extend into these sites.

Impacts to the Dorset Heathlands SPA, the Poole
Harbour SPA, the Dorset Heaths SAC, the Dorset
Heaths (Purbeck & Wareham) & Studland Dunes
SAC are likely as a result of potential loss of
primary and supporting habitat through the effects
of coastal squeeze associated with holding the
existing defence line. Habitats likely to be
affected include wet heath, intertidal mudflats,
saltmarsh and fens.
Advance the existing
defence line

Impacts to the Solent Southampton Water SPA,
the Solent Maritime SAC, the Dorset Heathlands
SPA, the Poole Harbour SPA, the Dorset Heaths
SAC, and the Dorset Heaths (Purbeck &
Wareham) & Studland Dunes SAC from
advancing the existing line are likely to arise
where this results in the construction of defences
that could result in loss of primary or supporting
habitat due to direct footprint loss.
Impacts to the Dorset Heathlands SPA, the Poole
Harbour SPA, the Dorset Heaths SAC, the Dorset
Heaths (Purbeck & Wareham) & Studland Dunes
SAC are likely as a result of the potential loss of
primary or supporting habitat through the effects
of coastal squeeze associated with advancing the
existing defence line. Habitats likely to be
affected include wet heath, intertidal mudflats,
saltmarsh, and fens.
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No impacts are also expected on the
New Forest SPA and New Forest
SAC as these sites are located
several kilometres inland and would
not be directly affected by the coastal
management measures within this
SMP study area.

No impacts are expected on the Isle
of Wight Downs SAC, the South
Wight Maritime SAC, and St Albans
Head to Durlston Head SAC as these
sites are outside the SMP area, and
there no indirect effects as a result of
coastal process changes would be
expected to extend into these sites.
No impacts are also expected on the
New Forest SPA and the New Forest
SAC as these sites are located
several kilometres inland and would
not be directly affected by the coastal
management measures within this
SMP study area.
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Shoreline
Management
Policy Options

Scoped In

Scoped Out

Although advancing the line is not expected to
result in any direct (footprint) effects on primary
and supporting habitats of the Avon Valley SPA
and the River Avon SAC, advancing the line could
result in changes in hydrological processes that
could result in alterations in supporting habitats or
obstruction to the passage of migratory fish. In
addition, moving the line will not directly affect the
Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs SAC, although
changes in coastal processes could affect
associated vegetated sea cliff habitats and drift
line communities.
Managed realignment

Impacts to the Solent Southampton Water SPA,
the Solent Maritime SAC, the Avon Valley SPA,
the River Avon SAC, the Dorset Heathlands SPA,
the Poole Harbour SPA, the Dorset Heaths SAC,
the Dorset Heaths (Purbeck & Wareham) &
Studland Dunes SAC, and the Isle of Portland to
Studland Cliffs SAC from managed realignment
are likely to arise where the policy results in the
construction of defences inland of the existing
defence line that could result in loss of primary or
supporting habitat due to direct footprint loss.
Impacts to the Dorset Heathlands SPA, the
Dorset Heaths SAC, and the Dorset Heaths
(Purbeck & Wareham) & Studland Dunes SAC
are likely as a result of terrestrial or freshwater
primary or supporting habitats being lost due to
the development of intertidal habitats in response
to managed realignment, which results in a net
loss of terrestrial and freshwater habitats where
these are constrained from retreating inland due
to existing or future anthropogenic constraints
(e.g. existing settlements).

No impacts are expected on the Isle
of Wight Downs SAC, the South
Wight Maritime SAC, and St Albans
Head to Durlston Head SAC, as these
sites are outside the SMP area, and
there no indirect effects as a result of
coastal process changes would be
expected to extend into these sites.
No impacts are expected on the New
Forest SPA and the New Forest SAC
as these sites are located several
kilometres inland and would not be
directly affected by the coastal
management measures within this
SMP study area.

Although managed realignment is not expected to
result in any direct effects on habitats of the Avon
Valley SPA and the River Avon SAC, it could
result in changes to the hydrological processes of
the river resulting in alterations to supporting
habitats or obstruction to passage of migratory
fish, and as such a net loss of terrestrial or
freshwater habitats could arise where these are
constrained from retreating inland due to existing
or future anthropogenic constraints (e.g. existing
settlements).
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Shoreline
Management
Policy Options
No active intervention

Scoped In

Scoped Out

Impacts to Solent Southampton Water SPA and
the Solent Maritime SAC from no active
intervention could result in the spit and shingle
beach retreating in response to sea level rise, with
the subsequent loss of primary or supporting
habitat (e.g. saline lagoons and estuary) where
these are constrained from retreating inland due
to existing or future anthropogenic constraints
(e.g. existing settlements).
Impacts to the Avon Valley SPA and the River
Avon SAC are likely to arise due to no active
intervention, which would result in the migration of
estuarine waters and the loss of supporting
terrestrial and freshwater habitats (particularly
grassland and marsh).
Although no active intervention would reduce the
effects of coastal squeeze on the Poole Harbour
SPA by providing area for supporting intertidal
habitats to develop and colonise with sea level
rise, a variety of supporting terrestrial and
freshwater habitats could be lost due to
constraints to retreating inland from existing or
future anthropogenic constraints (e.g. existing
settlements).

No impacts are expected on the Isle
of Wight Downs SAC and the South
Wight Maritime SAC, as these sites
are outside the SMP area, and there
no indirect effects as a result of
coastal process changes would be
expected to extend into these sites.
No impacts are also expected on the
New Forest SPA and New Forest
SAC as these sites are located
several kilometres inland and would
not be directly affected by the coastal
processes resulting from no active
intervention within this SMP study
area.
No impacts are expected on the St
Albans Head to Durlston Head SAC
as long term coastal processes will
maintain the existing habitats for the
lifetime of the SMP.

Impacts to the Dorset Heathlands SPA, the
Dorset Heaths SAC, and the Dorset Heaths
(Purbeck & Wareham) & Studland Dunes SAC
are likely as a result of terrestrial or freshwater
primary or supporting habitats being lost due to
the development of intertidal habitats in response
to sea level rise, which results in a net loss of
terrestrial and freshwater habitats where these
are constrained from retreating inland due to
existing or future anthropogenic constraints (e.g.
existing settlements).
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6

CONCLUSIONS

6.1

Introduction

6.1.1

This report has provided four basic tasks to determine the scope of the assessment:
•

An account of the SPA, SAC and Ramsar designated sites of the study area
including reasons for their designations, factors influencing the condition of the
sites and the sites conservation objectives and sensitivities (see Section 2 and
Appendix 1);

•

Sensitivity of the designated sites and their features and the likely significant
effects from shoreline management policy options (presented in Table 2.1 and
detailed in Appendix 2);

•

Identification of key plans and projects which need to be considered within the
Appropriate Assessment (see Section 4); and

•

Summarised the potential issues associated with the various policy options on
the SPA, SAC and Ramsar sites which require consideration (based on Section
2, Appendix 2 and presented in Table 5.1).

6.2

Next Stage: Where to From Here?

6.2.1

Task 1.2 in Figure 6.1 has already been undertaken as part of this significance
assessment document (Section 2 and Appendix 2), with the conclusion that the SMP2
as a whole has a likely significant effect on the majority of Natura 2000 sites. Part of
stage 1.4 has also been undertaken, in that key plans and projects with potential to act
“in combination” with the SMP2 have been identified albeit that these have not been
scrutinised in detail at this stage.

6.2.2

Further development of the Appropriate Assessment will be in accordance with Figure
6.1, and will re-commence once SMP2 policy development of the SMP2 is at a more
advanced stage. This significance assessment document is therefore offered in an
attempt to define the overall approach and specific detail of the Appropriate
Assessment. It will thus enable any outstanding issues to be identified such that they
can be incorporated within the Appropriate Assessment when it is ultimately undertaken
for the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2.
Figure 6.1

Integration of the Appropriate Assessment Process into SMP2

SMP production stages (from SMP
Guidance Vol. 2: Procedures)

Appropriate Assessment Stages

1.2 SMP Definition

Test of Likely Significant Effect of Plan (alone and in combination
with other plans and projects).

1.4 Data Collection

Identification of international sites, features and status and collation
of information relating to all relevant plans and projects.

2.5 Identify Flood &
Erosion Risks

Identification of risk of effects of SMP policy options on the integrity
of international sites.

3.3 Preferred
Scenario Selection

Consideration of possible effects of SMP policy options on
international sites in evaluation of policy options.

3.4Confirm
Preferred Scenario

Provision of Appropriate Assessment Report for selected SMP
policy.
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS
Appropriate Assessment (AA): An appropriate assessment determines whether a
likely significant effect will or will not arise as a result of a proposed plan, policy or
project. Also referred to as a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA).
Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP): An agreed plan for a habitat or species, which forms
part of the UK’s commitment to biodiversity. For further information consult the BAP
website: http://www.ukbap.org.uk
Birds Directive: European Community Directive (79/409/EEC) on the conservation of
wild birds. Implemented in the UK as the Conservation (Natural Habitats, etc)
Regulations (1994). For further information consult Her Majesties Stationary Office
website: http://www.hmso.gov.uk/si/si1994/Uksi_19942716_en_1.htm
Candidate Special Area for Conservation (cSAC): SACs are internationally important
sites for habitats and/or species, designated as required under the EC Habitats
Directive. A candidate SAC is currently under consideration for its inclusion under the
EC Habitats Directive. SACs are protected for their internationally important habitat and
non-bird species. They also receive SSSI designation under The Countryside and
Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000; and The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as
amended). For further details refer to The Joint Nature Conservation Committee
website http://www.jncc.gov.uk
Competent Authority: The organisation which prepares a plan or programme subject to
the Directive and is responsible for the AA.
Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG): The department that
is responsible for local communities and social issues. For further information please
view the website: //www.communities.gov.uk/corporate/
Habitats Directive: The Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May
1992) requires EU Member States to create a network of protected wildlife areas, known
as Natura 2000, across the European Union. This network consists of Special Areas of
Conservation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs), established to protect wild
birds under the Birds Directive (Council Directive 79/409/EEC of 2 April 1979). These
sites are part of a range of measures aimed at conserving important or threatened
habitats and species.
Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA): An assessment to determine whether a
likely significant effect will or will not arise as a result of a proposed plan, policy or
project. Also referred to as an Appropriate Assessment (AA).
Indicator: A measure of variables over time often used to measure achievement of
objectives.
Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP): A local agenda (produced by the local
authority) with plans and targets to protect and improve biodiversity and achieve
sustainable development.
Local Development Documents (LDD): These documents make up the Local
Development Framework (LDF).
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Mitigation: Used in this Guide to refer to measures to avoid, reduce or offset significant
adverse effects on the environment.
Objective: A statement of what is intended, specifying the desired direction of change in
trends.
Plan or Programme: For the purposes of this Guide, the term “plan or programme”
covers any plans or programmes to which the Directive applies.
Ramsar Site: The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance,
especially as Waterfowl Habitat (1971) requires the UK Government to promote using
wetlands wisely and to protect wetlands of international importance. This includes
designating certain areas as Ramsar sites, where their importance for nature
conservation (especially with respect to waterfowl) and environmental sustainability
meet certain criteria. Ramsar sites receive SSSI designation under The Countryside
and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 and The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as
amended). Further information can be located on the Ramsar convention on wetlands
website: http://www.ramsar.org/
Regional Planning Guidance (RPG): Planning Guidance issued for the South West by
the Government Office for the South West Regional Assembly.
Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS): This will replace the RPG. It sets out a regional
framework that addresses the ‘spatial’ implications of broad issues like healthcare,
education, crime, housing, investment, transport, the economy and environment.
Scoping: The process of deciding the scope and level of detail of an AA, including the
environmental effects and alternatives which need to be considered, the assessment
methods to be used, and the structure and contents of the Appropriate Assessment
Report.
Shoreline Management Plan (SMP): Non-statutory plans to provide sustainable
coastal defence policies (to prevent erosion by the sea and flooding of low-lying coastal
land) and to set objectives for managing the shoreline in the future. They are prepared
by the Environment Agency or maritime local authorities, acting individually or as part of
coastal defence groups.
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI): Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs)
are notified under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and the
Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 for their flora, fauna, geological or
physiographical features. Notification of a SSSI includes a list of work that may harm
the special interest of the site. The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (provisions
relating to SSSIs) has been replaced by a new Section 28 in Schedule 9 of the CROW
Act. The new Section 28 provides much better protection for SSSIs. All cSACs, SPAs
and Ramsar sites are designated as SSSIs. For further information refer to English
Nature’s website: http://www.english-nature.com
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Special Protection Area (SPA): A site of international importance for birds, designated
as required by the EC Birds Directive. SPAs are designated for their international
importance as breeding, feeding and roosting habitat for bird species. The Government
must consider the conservation of SPAs in all its planning decisions. SPAs receive
SSSI designation under The Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 and The
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). For further details refer to the
European Commission: website: http://europa.eu.int/ and the Joint Nature Conservation
Committee website.
Structure Plan: A statutory plan made up of part of the development Plan, prepared by
County Councils or a combination of unitary authorities, containing strategic policies that
cover main planning issues over a broad area and provide a framework for local
planning, including Unitary Development Plans (UDPs).
Sustainability: A concept, which deals with man’s effect, through development, on the
environment. Sustainable development is ‘development which meets the needs of the
present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs’
(Brundland, 1987). The degree to which flood risk management options avoid tying
future generations into inflexible or expensive options for flood defence. This usually
includes considering other defences and likely developments as well as processes
within a catchment. It should also take account of, for example, the long-term demands
for non-renewable materials.
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS
AA

Appropriate Assessment

BAP

Biodiversity Action Plan

DCLC

Department for Communities and Local Government

ECJ

European Court of Justice

HRA

Habitats Regulations Assessment

IROPI

Imperative Reasons of Overriding Public Interest

JNCC

Joint Nature Conservation Committee

LBAP

Local Biodiversity Action Plan

LDF

Local Development Framework

RSPB

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds

Ramsar

The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance

RPG

Regional Planning Guidance

RSS

Regional Spatial Strategy

SAC

Special Area for Conservation

SMP

Shoreline Management Plan

SPA

Special Protection Area

SSSI

Site of Special Scientific Interest
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APPENDIX 1
Natura 2000 Site Descriptions and Interest Features of the Poole and Christchurch
Bays SMP2
Special Protection
Areas (SPAs)

Site Features
The Solent and Southampton Water are located on the south English coast. The
area covered extends from Hurst Spit to Hill Head along the south coast of
Hampshire, and from Yarmouth to Whitecliff Bay along the north coast of the Isle
of Wight. The site comprises a series of estuaries and harbours with extensive
mud-flats and saltmarshes together with adjacent coastal habitats including
saline lagoons, shingle beaches, reedbeds, damp woodland and grazing marsh.
The mud-flats support beds of Enteromorpha spp. and Zostera spp. and have a
rich invertebrate fauna that forms the food resource for the estuarine birds. In
summer, the site is of importance for breeding seabirds, including gulls and four
species of terns. In winter, the SPA holds a large and diverse assemblage of
waterbirds, including geese, ducks and waders. Dark-bellied Brent Goose also
feed in surrounding areas of agricultural land outside the SPA.
Article 4.1 qualification (79/409/EEC)
During the breeding season;
Common Tern, 267 pairs representing at least 2.2% of the breeding population in
Great Britain (5 year peak mean, 1993-1997).
Little Tern Sterna albifrons, 49 pairs representing at least 2.0% of the breeding
population in Great Britain (5 year peak mean, 1993-1997).
Mediterranean Gull, 2 pairs representing at least 20.0% of the breeding
population in Great Britain (5 year peak mean, 1994-1998).
Roseate Tern Sterna dougallii, 2 pairs representing at least 3.3% of the breeding
population in Great Britain (5 year peak mean, 1993-1997).

Solent
Southampton Water
(5506 ha)

Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis, 231 pairs representing at least 1.7% of the
breeding population in Great Britain (5 year peak mean, 1993-1997).
This site also qualifies under Article 4.2 of the Directive (79/409/EEC) by
supporting populations of European importance of the following migratory
species:
Over winter;
Black-tailed Godwit, 1,125 individuals representing at least 1.6% of the wintering
Iceland - breeding population (5 year peak mean, 1992/3-1996/7).
Dark-bellied Brent Goose, 7,506 individuals representing at least 2.5% of the
wintering Western Siberia/Western Europe population (5 year peak mean,
1992/3-1996/7).
Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula, 552 individuals representing at least 1.1% of
the wintering Europe/Northern Africa - wintering population (5 year peak mean,
1992/3-1996/7).
Teal Anas crecca, 4,400 individuals representing at least 1.1% of the wintering
Northwestern Europe population (5 year peak mean, 1992/3-1996/7).
Assemblage qualification: A wetland of international importance.
The area qualifies under Article 4.2 of the Directive (79/409/EEC) by regularly
supporting at least 20,000 waterfowl.
Over winter, the area regularly supports 53,948 individual waterfowl (5 year peak
mean 1991/2 - 1995/6) including: Gadwall, Teal, Ringed Plover, Black-tailed
Godwit, Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis, Great Crested Grebe Podiceps
cristatus, Cormorant, Dark-bellied Brent Goose, Wigeon Anas penelope,
Redshank, Pintail Anas acuta, Shoveler, Red-breasted Merganser, Grey Plover
Pluvialis squatarola, Lapwing, Dunlin, Curlew Numenius arquata, Shelduck.
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Special Protection
Areas (SPAs)

Site Features
The New Forest is located in southern Hampshire, west of the Solent in southern
England. It comprises a complex mosaic of habitats overlying mainly nutrientpoor soils over plateau gravels. The major components are the extensive wet
and dry heaths with their rich valley mires and associated wet and dry
grasslands, the ancient pasture woodlands and inclosure woodlands, the network
of clean rivers and streams, and frequent permanent and temporary ponds. The
area supports important populations of breeding birds associated with such
habitats, including Nightjar, Woodlark and Dartford Warbler. Breeding Honey
Buzzard Pernis apivorus and wintering Hen Harrier are also notable.

The New Forest
(28003 ha)

Article 4.1 qualification (79/409/EEC)
During the breeding season;
Dartford Warbler, 538 pairs representing at least 33.6% of the breeding
population in Great Britain.
Honey Buzzard, 2 pairs representing at least 10.0% of the breeding population in
Great Britain.
Nightjar, 300 pairs representing at least 8.8% of the breeding population in Great
Britain.
Woodlark, 184 pairs representing at least 12.3% of the breeding population in
Great Britain (Count as at 1997).

Avon Valley
(1385 ha)

Over winter;
Hen Harrier, 15 individuals representing at least 2.0% of the wintering population
in Great Britain.
The Avon Valley SPA encompasses the lower reaches of the River Avon and its
floodplain on the south coast of England. The site extends for approximately 20
km between Bickton and Christchurch.
The River Avon displays wide
fluctuations in water level and parts of the valley are regularly flooded in winter.
Consequently, the valley includes one of the largest expanses of unimproved
floodplain grassland in Britain, including extensive areas managed as hay
meadows and grazing marsh under low–intensity agricultural systems. These
extensive floodplain grasslands support wintering Bewick'
s Swan Cygnus
columbianus bewickii in numbers of European importance, and Blashford Lakes
Gravel Pits within the SPA are particularly important for wintering Gadwall Anas
strepera.
Article 4.1 qualification (79/409/EEC)
Over winter;
Bewick'
s Swan, 135 individuals representing at least 1.9% of the wintering
population in Great Britain (5 year peak mean 1991/2 - 1995/6).
This site also qualifies under Article 4.2 of the Directive (79/409/EEC) by
supporting populations of European importance of the following migratory
species:
Over winter;
Gadwall, 667 individuals representing at least 2.2% of the wintering Northwestern
Europe population (5 year peak mean 1991/2 - 1995/6).
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Dorset Heathlands
(8169 ha)

Site Features
The Dorset Heathlands cover an extensive complex of heathland sites at the
western edge of the Hampshire Basin in southern England. The area is centred
around the large estuary of Poole Harbour and lies in close proximity to the urban
conurbation of Bournemouth and Poole. Past losses of the heathland (an
estimated 75% during the twentieth century to development, agriculture and
afforestation) have left the remaining heaths in a highly fragmented state.
Despite this decline and fragmentation, the heaths show a high degree of
ecological cohesion. They contain large areas of dry heath, wet heath and acid
valley mire, all habitats that are restricted to the Atlantic fringe of Europe. The
examples of the Dorset Heathlands are among the best of their type in the UK.
There are also transitions to coastal wetlands and floodplain fen habitats. The
whole complex has an outstanding fauna in a European context, covering many
different taxa. Many species have a specialist ecology, strongly associated with,
or restricted to, heathland. The area is ornithologically important for specialist
breeding birds of lowland heathland, as well as for some wintering raptors.
Article 4.1 qualification (79/409/EEC)
During the breeding season;
Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata, 418 pairs representing at least 26.1% of the
breeding population in Great Britain (three count mean, 1991-2
&
1994).
Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus, 386 pairs representing at least 11.4% of the
breeding population in Great Britain (two year mean 1991-1992).
Woodlark Lullula arborea, 60 pairs representing at least 4.0% of the breeding
population in Great Britain (Count as at 1997).
Over winter;
Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus, 20 individuals representing at least 2.7% of the
wintering population in Great Britain (Count as at 1991/2).
Merlin Falco columbarius, 15 individuals representing at least 1.0% of the
wintering population in Great Britain (Count as at 1991/2).
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Poole Harbour is a bar-built estuary of nearly 4,000 ha located on the coast of
Dorset in southern England. The Harbour occupies a shallow depression
towards the south-western extremity of the Hampshire Basin which has flooded
over the last 5,000 years as a result of rising sea levels. The unusual micro-tidal
regime means that a significant body of water is retained throughout the tidal
cycle. The Harbour therefore exhibits many of the characteristics of a lagoon.
There are extensive intertidal mud-flats and, away from the north shore that has
become urbanised through the growth of the town of Poole, there are fringes of
saltmarsh and reedbed. As a whole, the Harbour supports important numbers of
waterbirds in winter and is also an important breeding site for terns and gulls,
whilst significant numbers of Little Egret Egretta garzetta and Aquatic Warbler
Acrocephalus paludicola occur on passage. Several river valleys converge on
the Harbour, notably the Frome and the Piddle, and these support grazing marsh
that contribute to the importance of the SPA for wintering waterbirds. Parts of the
Harbour, especially along the western and southern shores, adjoin the Dorset
Heathlands SPA. Where the two areas meet, there are unusual transitions from
saltmarsh and reedbed to valley mire and heath habitats. The Harbour is
separated from Poole Bay by the Studland Dunes (part of the Dorset Heaths
[Purbeck and Wareham] and Studland Dunes SAC) and the SPA includes
Littlesea, a large oligotrophic dune-slack lake of importance for wintering
wildfowl.
Article 4.1 qualification (79/409/EEC)
During the breeding season;
Common Tern Sterna hirundo, 155 pairs representing at least 1.3% of the
breeding population in Great Britain (5 year mean 1993-1997).
Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus, 5 pairs representing at least 50.0% of
the breeding population in Great Britain (5 year mean 1993-1997).

Poole Harbour
(2272 ha)

On passage;
Aquatic Warbler, 11 individuals representing at least 16.4% of the population in
Great Britain (Count as at 1997).
Little Egret, 107 individuals representing at least 13.4% of the population in Great
Britain (Count as at 1998).
Over winter;
Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta, 459 individuals representing at least 36.1% of the
wintering population in Great Britain (5 year peak mean 1992/3-1996/7).
Little Egret, 83 individuals representing at least 16.6% of the wintering population
in Great Britain (Count as at 1998).
This site also qualifies under Article 4.2 of the Directive (79/409/EEC) by
supporting populations of European importance of the following migratory
species:
Over winter;
Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa islandica, 1,576 individuals representing at
least 2.3% of the wintering Iceland - breeding population (5 year peak mean
1992/3-1996/7).
Shelduck Tadorna tadorna, 3,569 individuals representing at least 1.2% of the
wintering Northwestern Europe population (4 year peak mean 1993/4-1996/7).
Assemblage qualification: A wetland of international importance.
The area qualifies under Article 4.2 of the Directive (79/409/EEC) by regularly
supporting at least 20,000 waterfowl.
Over winter, the area regularly supports 28,426 individual waterfowl (5 year peak
mean 1991/2 - 1995/6) including: Redshank Tringa totanus, Curlew Numenius
arquata, Dunlin Calidris alpina alpina, Lapwing Vanellus vanellus, Red-breasted
Merganser Mergus serrator, Goldeneye Bucephala clangula, Pochard Aythya
ferina, Shoveler Anas clypeata, Dark-bellied Brent Goose Branta bernicla
bernicla, Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo, Black-tailed Godwit, Shelduck, Avocet,
and Little Egret.
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Annex I habitats that are a primary reason for selection of this site
Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic coasts: The Isle of Wight
Downs represents one of the best examples of chalk grassland in the south of
England under maritime influence. The exposed and weathered cliff tops provide
a range of sheltered and exposed conditions. The most exposed chalk cliff tops
support important assemblages of nationally rare lichens, including Fulgensia
fulgens. The western end of the site adjoins the cliffs of the South Wight
Maritime cSAC. Here, species-rich calcareous grassland vegetation is present
on the cliff tops. The instability and maritime influence has altered the chalk
grassland vegetation to include maritime species. This site represents an
uncommon transition from chalk grassland species to sea cliff vegetation, which
can include the Annex II species.

Isle of Wright Downs
(461 ha)

European dry heaths: This site comprises tracts of 6210 Semi-natural dry
grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous substrates (Festuco-Brometalia)
together with areas of dry heath belonging to NVC type H2 Calluna vulgaris –
Ulex minor heath. The dry heath supports small breeding populations of Dartford
warbler Sylvia undata and a wide range of invertebrates and plants.
Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies: on calcareous
substrates (Festuco-Brometalia): The Isle of Wight Downs complex consists of
large areas of semi-natural dry grassland on chalk at the southern extremity of its
UK range. It provides extensive examples of CG2 Festuca ovina – Avenula
pratensis grassland in both inland and coastal situations on a variety of aspects
and slope gradients.
Annex II species that are a primary reason for selection of this site
Early Gentian Gentianella anglica: Chalk grasslands on the southern coast of
the Isle of Wight support very large populations of Early Gentian, numbering
hundreds of thousands of plants, although these populations have varied in size
from year to year. Compton Down supports the largest populations.
Annex I habitats that are a primary reason for selection of this site
Reefs: The southern shore of the Isle of Wight, off the coast of southern
England, includes a number of subtidal reefs that extend into the intertidal zone.
This site is selected on account of its variety of reef types and associated
communities, including chalk, limestone and sandstone reefs. To the west and
south-west some of the most important subtidal British chalk reefs occur,
representing over 5% of Europe’s coastal chalk exposures, including the
extensive tide-swept reef off the Needles and examples at Culver Cliff and
Freshwater Bay. These support a diverse range of species in both the subtidal
and intertidal. Other reef habitats within the site include areas of large boulders
off the coast around Ventnor.

South Wight Maritime
(19863 ha)

Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic coasts: South Wight Maritime
on the south coast of England represents contrasting Cretaceous hard cliffs,
semi-stable soft cliffs and mobile soft cliffs. The western and eastern extremities
of the site consist of high chalk cliffs with species-rich calcareous grassland
vegetation, the former exposed to maritime influence and the latter comparatively
sheltered. At the western end, the site adjoins the Isle of Wight Downs, providing
an unusual combination of maritime and chalk grassland. The most exposed
chalk cliff tops support important assemblages of nationally rare lichens,
including Fulgensia fulgens. The longest section is composed of slumping acidic
sandstones and neutral clays with an exposed south-westerly aspect. The
vegetation communities are a mixture of acidic and mesotrophic grasslands with
some scrub and a greater element of maritime species, such as thrift Armeria
maritima, than is usual on soft cliffs. This section supports the Glanville fritillary
butterfly Melitaea cinxia in its main English stronghold. A small, separate section
of the site on clays has a range of successional stages, including woodland,
influenced by landslips. These cliffs are minimally affected by sea defence
works, which elsewhere disrupt ecological processes linked to coastal erosion,
and together they form one of the longest lengths of naturally-developing soft
cliffs on the UK coastline.
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Submerged or partially submerged sea caves: The southern shore of the Isle
of Wight, off the coast of southern England, includes a number of either
submerged or partially submerged sea caves. The exposure of the south coast
of the island to high wave energy has allowed the erosion of the Cretaceous
calcareous hard cliffs to form sea caves. Examples of this habitat can be found
from the Needles along the south-west coast of the Island to Watcombe Bay, and
also in Culver Cliff on the south-east coast of the Island. This site also contains
the only known location of subtidal chalk caves in the UK. The large littoral
caves in the chalk cliffs are of ecological importance, with many hosting rare
algal species, which are restricted to this type of habitat. The fauna of these sea
caves includes a range of mollusc species such as limpets Patella spp. and the
horseshoe worm Phoronis hippocrepia.
Annex I habitats that are a primary reason for selection of this site
Estuaries: The Solent encompasses a major estuarine system on the south
coast of England with four coastal plain estuaries (Yar, Medina, King’s Quay
Shore, Hamble) and four bar-built estuaries (Newtown Harbour, Beaulieu,
Langstone Harbour, Chichester Harbour). The site is the only one in the series
to contain more than one physiographic sub-type of estuary and is the only
cluster site. The Solent and its inlets are unique in Britain and Europe for their
hydrographic regime of four tides each day, and for the complexity of the marine
and estuarine habitats present within the area. Sediment habitats within the
estuaries include extensive estuarine flats, often with intertidal areas supporting
eelgrass Zostera spp. and green algae, sand and shingle spits, and natural
shoreline transitions. The mudflats range from low and variable salinity in the
upper reaches of the estuaries to very sheltered almost fully marine muds in
Chichester and Langstone Harbours. Unusual features include the presence of
very rare sponges in the Yar estuary and a sandy ‘reef’ of the polychaete
Sabellaria spinulosa on the steep eastern side of the entrance to Chichester
Harbour.

Solent Maritime
(11325 ha)

Spartina swards (Spartinion maritimae): Solent Maritime is the only site for
smooth cord-grass Spartina alterniflora in the UK and is one of only two sites
where significant amounts of small cord-grass S. maritima are found.
Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae): The Solent
contains the second-largest aggregation of Atlantic salt meadows in south and
south-west England. Solent Maritime is a composite site composed of a large
number of separate areas of saltmarsh. As a whole the site is less truncated by
man-made features than other parts of the south coast and shows rare and
unusual transitions to freshwater reedswamp and alluvial woodland as well as
coastal grassland. Typical Atlantic salt meadow is still widespread in this site,
despite a long history of colonisation by cord-grass Spartina spp.
Annex I habitats present as a qualifying feature, but not a primary reason
for selection of this site
Sandbanks which are slightly covered by sea water all the time; Mudflats and
sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide; coastal lagoons; annual vegetation
of drift lines; perennial vegetation of stony banks: Salicornia and other annuals
colonising mud and sand; shifting dunes along the shoreline with Ammophila
arenaria (`white dunes`).
Annex II species present as a qualifying feature, but not a primary reason
for site selection
Desmoulin’s whorl-snail.
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Annex I habitats that are a primary reason for selection of this site
Oligotrophic waters containing very few minerals of sandy plains
(Littorelletalia uniflorae): Hatchet Pond in the New Forest in the south of
England is in fact three ponds, one of which is an example of an oligotrophic
waterbody amidst wet and dry lowland heath developed over fluvial deposits.
Oligotrophic to mesotrophic standing waters with vegetation of the
Littorelletea uniflorae and/or of the Isoëto-Nanojuncetea: In the New Forest
vegetation of the Littorelletea uniflorae and/or of the Isoëto-Nanojuncetea occurs
on the edge of large temporary ponds, shallow ephemeral pools and poached
damp hollows in grassland, which support a number of specialist species in a
zone with toad rush Juncus bufonius. Livestock maintain an open habitat,
controlling scrub ingress, and trampling the surface. Commoners’ animals also
transport seed in their hooves widely from pond to pond where suitable habitat
exists. Temporary ponds occur throughout the Forest in depressions capable of
holding water for part of the year. Most ponds are small (between 5-10 m
across) and, although great in number, amount to less than 10 ha in total area.
Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix: The New Forest contains the
most extensive stands of lowland northern Atlantic wet heaths in southern
England, mainly of the M16 Erica tetralix – Sphagnum compactum type.
European dry heaths: The New Forest represents European dry heaths in
southern England and is the largest area of lowland heathland in the UK. It is
particularly important for the diversity of its habitats and the range of rare and
scarce species which it supports. The New Forest is unusual because of its long
history of grazing in a traditional fashion by ponies and cattle. The dry heaths of
the New Forest are of the H2 Calluna vulgaris – Ulex minor heath type, and H3
Ulex minor – Agrostis curtisii heath is found on damper areas.

The New Forest
(29262 ha)

Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or clayey-silt-laden soils (Molinion
caeruleae): The New Forest represents Molinia meadows in southern England.
The site supports a large area of the heathy form of M24 Molinia caerulea –
Cirsium dissectum fen-meadow.
Depressions on peat substrates of the Rhynchosporion: The New Forest,
one of three sites selected in southern England, is considered to hold the largest
area in England of depressions on peat substrates of the Rhynchosporion, in
complex habitat mosaics associated primarily with the extensive valley bogs of
this site.
Atlantic acidophilous beech forests with Ilex and sometimes also Taxus in
the shrublayer (Quercion robori-petraeae or Ilici-Fagenion): The New Forest
is the largest area of mature, semi-natural beech Fagus sylvatica woodland in
Britain and represents Atlantic acidophilous beech forests in the most southerly
part of the habitat’s UK range.
Asperulo-Fagetum beech forests: The New Forest is the largest area of
mature, semi-natural beech Fagus sylvatica woodland in Britain; much of it is a
form of W14 Fagus sylvatica – Rubus fruticosus woodland that conforms to the
Annex I type Asperulo-Fagetum beech forests.
Old acidophilous oak woods with Quercus robur on sandy plains: The New
Forest is representative of old acidophilous oak woods in the southern part of its
UK range. It is the most extensive area of active wood-pasture with old oak
Quercus spp. and beech Fagus sylvatica in north-west Europe and has
outstanding invertebrate and lichen populations.
Bog woodland: Within the New Forest, in southern England, birch – willow
Betula – Salix stands occur over valley bog vegetation, with fringing alder Alnus –
Sphagnum stands where there is some water movement.
Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior
(AlnoPadion, Alnion incanae, Salicion albae): The New Forest contains many
streams and some small rivers that are less affected by drainage and
canalisation than those in any other comparable area in the lowlands of England.
Associated with many of the streams, particularly those with alkaline and neutral
groundwater, are strips of alder Alnus glutinosa woodland which, collectively,
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form an extensive resource with a rich flora.
Annex I habitats present as a qualifying feature, but not a primary reason
for selection of this site
Transition mires and quaking bogs; Alkaline fens.
Annex II species that are a primary reason for selection of this site
Southern damselfly Coenagrion mercuriale: The New Forest in central
southern England is an outstanding locality for southern damselfly, with several
population centres and strong populations estimated to be in the hundreds or
thousands of individuals and with a long history of records. With Preseli, Dorset
Heaths and the River Itchen, it represents one of the four major population
centres in the UK.
Stag beetle Lucanus cervus: The New Forest represents stag beetle Lucanus
cervus in its Hampshire/Sussex population centre, and is a major stronghold for
the species in the UK.
Annex II species present as a qualifying feature, but not a primary reason
for site selection
Great crested newt.
Annex I habitats that are a primary reason for selection of this site
Water courses of plain to montane levels with the Ranunculion fluitantis
and Callitricho-Batrachion vegetation: The Avon in southern England is a
large, lowland river system that includes sections running through chalk and clay,
with transitions between the two. Five aquatic Ranunculus species occur in the
river system, but stream water-crowfoot Ranunculus penicillatus ssp.
pseudofluitans and river water-crowfoot R. fluitans are the main dominants.
Some winterbourne reaches, where R. peltatus is the dominant water-crowfoot
species, are included in the SAC.
Annex II species that are a primary reason for selection of this site

River Avon
(498 ha)

Desmoulin`s Whorl-Snail Vertigo moulinsiana: There is an extensive
population of Desmoulin’s Whorl-Snail along about 20 km of the margins and
associated wetlands of the Rivers Avon, Bourne and Wylye.
Sea Lamprey Petromyzon marinus: The Avon represents Sea Lamprey in a
high-quality river in the southern part of its range.
Brook Lamprey Lampetra planeri: The Avon is a high-quality river that
represents the southern part of the range of Brook Lamprey.
Atlantic Salmon Salmo salar: The Avon in southern England represents a
south coast chalk river supporting Atlantic Salmon. The salmon populations here
are typical of a high-quality chalk stream, unaffected by the introduction of
genetic stock of non-native origin.
Bullhead Cottus gobio: The Avon represents Bullhead in a calcareous,
relatively unmodified river in the southern part of its range in England. The River
Avon has a mosaic of aquatic habitats that support a diverse fish community.
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Annex I habitats that are a primary reason for selection of this site
Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix: This is a complex site which
includes 37 SSSIs, most of which include fine transitions between European dry
heaths and wet lowland heathland and mires, as well as other habitats such as
woodland, grassland, pools, saltmarsh and reedswamp.

Dorset Heaths

Depressions on peat substrates of the Rhynchosporion: This habitat is
widespread on the Dorset Heaths, both in bog pools of valley mires and in
flushes. There are numerous valley mires within the Dorset Heaths, and the
habitat type is most extensively represented here as part of a habitat mosaic.
This location shows extensive representation of brown-beak sedge
Rhynchospora fusca and is also important for great sundew Drosera anglica and
bog orchid Hammarbya paludosa.

(5730 ha)

Annex I habitats present as a qualifying feature, but not a primary reason
for selection of this site
Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or clayey-silt-laden soils (Molinion
caeruleae); Calcareous fens with Cladium mariscus and species of the Caricion
davallianae; Alkaline fens; Old acidophilous oak woods with Quercus robur on
sandy plains.
Annex II species present that are a primary reason for site selection
Southern damselfly Coenagrion mercuriale.
Annex II species present as a qualifying feature, but not a primary reason
for site selection
Great crested newt Triturus cristatus.
Annex I habitats that are a primary reason for selection of this site
Embryonic shifting dunes: Embryonic shifting dunes initiate the very clear
successional sequence of dune communities at Studland Dunes, which are
representative of the habitat type in southern England. This is a part of the UK
where this habitat type is rare, partly owing to intensive recreational use of the
coast.
Shifting dunes along the shoreline with Ammophila arenaria (`white
dunes`): Studland Dunes represents shifting dunes along the shoreline in
southern England. Shifting dunes form one part of the very well-marked
successional sequences.

Dorset Heaths
(Purbeck & Wareham)
Studland Dunes
(2222 ha)

Atlantic decalcified fixed dunes (Calluno-Ulicetea): Studland Dunes
comprises the only large dune heath site in the south and south-west of Britain.
The heathland occupies a series of dune ridges, which have developed over a
period of several hundred years.
Humid dune slacks: Studland Dunes is a large acidic dune system in southwest England with well-conserved structure and function. The structure and
function of dune systems are well-represented with dune-building processes still
active. These processes have resulted in the formation of acidic humid dune
slack communities with a high water table, which lie in the parallel hollows
between the dune ridges.
Oligotrophic waters containing very few minerals of sandy plains
(Littorelletalia uniflorae): Little Sea is a shallow lake at Studland Dunes in
south-west England. It is of recent origin (<500 years old), formed as a large
body of seawater became landlocked by the growing sand dunes (hence the
name Little Sea). This water is now fresh and is replenished by acidic,
oligotrophic water draining off the adjacent heathland, which then flows through
the dune slacks and into the sea.
Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix: The two Dorset Heaths
SACs, together with the New Forest (also in southern England), contain a large
proportion of the total UK resource of lowland northern Atlantic wet heaths. The
habitat is of the M16 Erica tetralix – Sphagnum compactum wet heath type and
occurs as well-developed transitions between dry heath and valley bog.
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Temperate Atlantic wet heaths with Erica ciliaris and Erica tetralix: The
greatest concentration of Dorset heath Erica ciliaris in the UK is in Dorset on the
heaths south of Poole Harbour, with outlying stands elsewhere in Dorset. Dorset
Heaths (Purbeck and Wareham) and Studland Dunes has therefore been
selected as it contains a high proportion of the total UK population of E. ciliaris.
European dry heaths: This site in southern England has extensive stands of
lowland dry heath vegetation. The types include H2 Calluna vulgaris – Ulex
minor heath, H3 Ulex minor – Agrostis curtisii heath and some areas of H4 Ulex
gallii – Agrostis curtisii heath. The communities are dominated by heather
Calluna vulgaris growing in association with bell heather Erica cinerea and one of
the dwarf gorse species – dwarf gorse Ulex minor or western gorse U. gallii. The
heaths are rich in rare plants, invertebrates, birds and reptiles.
Depressions on peat substrates of the Rhynchosporion: The two Dorset
Heaths cSACs, together with the New Forest, support a large proportion of the
resource of depressions on peat substrates of the Rhynchosporion within
England. The habitat is widespread on the Dorset Heaths, both in bog pools of
valley mires and in flushes.
Bog woodland: The Dorset Heaths contain small pockets of wet woodland
within valley mires but most of these appear to be of recent origin. However, at
Morden Bog a bog woodland stand is of ancient origin, as shown by its pollen
record and old maps. The woodland is dominated by downy birch Betula
pubescens with a ground flora consisting of greater tussock sedge Carex
paniculata and purple moor-grass Molinia caerulea.
Annex I habitats present as a qualifying feature, but not a primary reason
for selection of this site
Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or clayey-silt-laden soils (Molinion
caeruleae); Calcareous fens with Cladium mariscus and species of the Caricion
davallianae; Alkaline fens; Old acidophilous oak woods with Quercus robur on
sandy plains.
Annex II species that are a primary reason for selection of this site
Southern damselfly Coenagrion mercuriale: This site in south-west England,
along with Dorset Heaths, represents the Dorset stronghold of southern
damselfly. The large size of the two cSACs, and a long history of records
indicating well-established populations, should ensure the future viability of the
small populations that occur here.
Annex II species present as a qualifying feature, but not a primary reason
for site selection
Great crested newt Triturus cristatus.
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Annex I habitats that are a primary reason for selection of this site
Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic coasts: Isle of Portland to
Studland Cliffs, including the detached peninsula of Portland, with St Albans
Head to Durlston Head, forms a single unit of cliffed coastline some 40 km in
length. The cliffs are formed of hard limestones, with chalk at the eastern end,
interspersed with slumped sections of soft cliff of sand and clays. The cliffs
support species-rich calcareous grassland with species that are rare in the UK,
such as wild cabbage Brassica oleracea var. oleracea, Early spider-orchid
Ophrys sphegodes and Nottingham catchfly Silene nutans.

Isle of Portland to
Studland Cliffs
(1448 ha)

Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies: on calcareous
substrates (Festuco-Brometalia): Semi-natural dry grassland occurs at this
site in both inland and coastal situations on both chalk and Jurassic limestone.
The site contains extensive species-rich examples of CG4 Brachypodium
pinnatum grassland in the southern part of its UK range. Smaller areas of CG2
Festuca ovina – Avenula pratensis grassland occur on shallow soils on steeper
slopes.
Annex I habitats present as a qualifying feature, but not a primary reason
for selection of this site:
Annual vegetation of drift lines.
Annex II species that are a primary reason for selection of this site
Early Gentian Gentianella anglica: This site on the Dorset coast, together with
St Albans Head to Durlston Head, supports important long-standing populations
of Early Gentian numbering several thousands of plants in floristically-rich
calcareous grassland.
Annex I habitats that are a primary reason for selection of this site
Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic coasts: St Albans Head to
Durlston Head, with Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs, form a single unit of cliffed
coastline some 40 km in length. The cliffs are formed of hard limestones, with
chalk at the eastern end, interspersed with slumped sections of soft cliff of sand
and clays. The cliffs support species-rich calcareous grassland.

St Albans Head to
Durlston Head
(287 ha)

Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies on calcareous
substrates (Festuco-Brometalia) (important orchid sites): This site contains
extensive species-rich examples of CG4 Brachypodium pinnatum calcareous
grassland. The site holds the largest UK population of Early spider-orchid Ophrys
sphegodes. This species has declined very dramatically in the UK since the
1950s, in both population size and range.
Annex II species that are a primary reason for selection of this site
Early Gentian Gentianella anglica: This site on the Dorset coast, together with
Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs, supports important long-standing populations
of Early gentian Gentianella anglica numbering several thousands of plants in
floristically-rich calcareous grassland.
Annex II species present as a qualifying feature, but not a primary reason
for site selection
Greater horseshoe bat Rhinolophus ferrumequinum.
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Dorset Heaths,
Avon Valley SPA and

Heathlands SPA / SAC

River Avon SAC

New Forest SAC

Dorset Heaths,
Heathlands SPA / SAC

Dorset Heaths,
Heathlands SPA / SAC

Dorset Heaths,
Heathlands SPA / SAC

Poole Harbour SPA
Solent Maritime SAC
Solent and Southhampton SPA

Dorset Heaths (Pubeck & Wareham) &
Studland Dunes SAC

South Wight Maritime SAC and
Isle of Wight Downs SAC

Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs SAC
Reproduced from Ordnance Survey Maps with the
permission of the Controller of HM Stationery Office.
Crown copyright reserved Licence AL 100026380.

St Alban Head to Durlston Head SAC
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APPENDIX 2

Policy Options and Likely Significant Effect on Natura 2000 Sites of the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Primary Qualifying
Supporting Habitat
feature
Option 1 - Hold the Line
Isle of Wight Downs SAC
Vegetated sea cliffs of
NA
the Atlantic and Baltic
coasts
European dry heaths
NA

Semi-natural dry
grasslands and scrubland
facies: on calcareous
substrates (FestucoBrometalia)

NA

South Wight Maritime SAC
Reefs
NA

Vegetated sea cliffs of
the Atlantic and Baltic
coasts
Submerged or partially
submerged sea caves

Attribute

Habitat extent and
vegetation communities
Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Habitat extent, species
and physical
characteristics

NA

Habitat extent and
vegetation communities

NA

Structure

Target

Potential impacts

No decrease in vegetated sea cliff extent.
Component vegetation types and geological
features should be present.
The total extent of European dry heath is
maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species of European dry heath are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features of
the heaths.
The total extent of semi-natural grasslands and
scrublands is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features.

No direct effect as this is
outside the SMP area.
Indirect effect of hold the
line at nearby units is
unlikely to result in an
adverse effect due to the
distance and the unlikely
occurrence of changes to
the coastal processes at
this site.

No

Key plans/policies in
combination

Likely significant
effect in combination

Conclusion

New Forest District Council
Development Framework.
Borough of Christchurch
Local Plan.
Sustainable Future for
Purbeck.
Christchurch and East
Dorset Core Strategy.
Christchurch Beaches and
Hinterland Management
Plan.
Hengistbury Head
Management Plan.
Christchurch Quay and
Quomps Management Plan.
Durlston Bay Coastal
Strategy Study.
Mudeford Quay
Management Plan.
Mudeford Sandbank
Management Plan.
New Forest District Coastal
Management Plan.

No in-combination
effects anticipated with
related plans.

This shoreline
management option will
not have a likely significant
effect the Isle of Wight
Downs SAC.

Same as above

No in-combination
effects anticipated with
related plans.

This shoreline
management option will
not have a likely significant
effect the South Wight
Maritime SAC.

No direct effect as this is
outside the SMP area.

Extent of reef is maintained.
Reef community maintained.
Supporting physical and ecological processes
of the reef maintained.
No decrease in vegetated sea cliff extent.
Component vegetation types and geological
features should be present.
No change in the structure of sea caves and
associated ecological communities.

Indirect effect of hold the
line at nearby units is
unlikely to result in an
adverse effect due to the
distance and the unlikely
occurrence of changes to
the coastal processes at
this site.
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Primary Qualifying
Supporting Habitat
feature
Option 1 - Hold the Line
Solent Southampton Water SPA
Internationally important
Estuaries
Article 4.1 Species
including: various Tern
and Mediterranean Gull
and Article 4.2 Species:
Black-tailed Godwit,
Saline lagoons
Dark-bellied Brent
Mud-flats
Goose, Ringed Plover,
Saltmarshes
Teal and at least 20,000
waterfowl
Saline lagoons
Shingle beach
Coastal sand dunes.
Sand beaches.
Machair.
Bogs.
Marshes.
Water fringed
vegetation.
Fens
Inland water bodies
(standing water, running
water)

Attribute

Habitat extent,
distribution, salinity and
water quality
Habitat extent
Habitat extent
Habitat extent,
composition and structure
Habitat extent and quality
Habitat extent,
morphological
composition / structure
Habitat extent and
vegetation communities
Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Habitat extent function
and structure

Broad-leaved
deciduous woodland

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Humid grassland.
Mesophile grassland
Grazing marsh

Habitat extent and
structure
Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Target

Potential impacts

No change in extent of estuary feature.
No change in physico-chemical characteristics
and sediment budget.
No change in community composition and
abundance.
No decrease in extent of lagoon.
No decrease in mud-flat extent.
No decrease in saltmarsh extent.
Component vegetation types should be present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of saline lagoons.
No change in water chemistry and quality.
No decrease in extent of shingle beach.
No change in sediment composition or
structure.
No decrease in dune or Machair extent.
No net loss of sand beaches.
Component vegetation types should be present.
No decrease in extent of water body habitats, in
particular reedbeds.
No obvious modification to structural features.
Component vegetation types should be present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
Continuity of the river is not disturbed by
anthropogenic activities.
Undisturbed migration of aquatic organisms and
sediment transport.
No net changes in habitat morphology.
No decrease in woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in grassland extent.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of grazing marsh.
Component vegetation types should be present.
No obvious modification to structural features.

Key plans/policies in
combination

This policy could result in
the loss of supporting
habitat (i.e. shingle beach
and sand beaches)
depending on the
management option, which
could adversely effect bird
populations.
Prevention of the breach of
the spit would prevent the
loss of supporting intertidal
habitats (i.e. mudflats,
reedbed, saltmarsh, and
saline lagoon) as a result of
altered coastal processes
(i.e. increased erosion),
which would avoid a
potential adverse effect on
the interest species
populations.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
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Likely significant
effect alone

Yes

Same as above

Likely significant
effect in combination

Conclusion

The policies of the
adjacent SMP for the
units to the east of
Hurst Spit could act incombination with the
effects from this policy.

This shoreline
management option could
have a likely significant
effect on the Solent
Southampton Water SPA
interest species.
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Primary Qualifying
feature
Option 1 - Hold the Line
Solent Maritime SAC
Estuaries

Sandbanks which are
slightly covered by sea
water all the time
Mudflats and sandflats
not covered by seawater
at low tide
Coastal lagoons
Annual vegetation of drift
lines
Perennial vegetation of
stony banks
Salicornia and other
annuals colonising mud
and sand
Shifting dunes along the
shoreline with Ammophila
arenaria (`white dunes`)
Spartina swards

Atlantic salt meadows

The New Forest SPA
Internationally important
Article 4.1 Species:
Dartford Warbler,
Nightjar, Honey Buzzard,
Nightjar, Woodlark, and
Hen Harrier

Supporting Habitat

Attribute

Target

NA

Habitat extent,
distribution, salinity and
water quality

NA

Habitat extent

No change in extent of estuary feature. No
change in physico-chemical characteristics and
sediment budget. No change in community
composition and abundance.
No decrease in sandbank extent.

NA

Habitat extent

No decrease in mudflat and sandflat extent.

NA
NA

Habitat extent
Habitat extent

NA

Habitat extent

No decrease in extent of coastal lagoons.
No decrease in extent of annual vegetation drift
line.
No decrease in extent of perennial vegetation.

NA

Habitat extent

No decrease in extent of Salicornia.

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

No decrease in extent of shifting dunes along
the shoreline. No change in sediment
transport.
The total extent of Spartina swards is
maintained. Component vegetation types and
notable species are maintained. No obvious
modification to structural features.
The total extent of Atlantic salt meadows is
maintained. Component vegetation types and
notable species are maintained. No obvious
modification to structural features.

North Atlantic wet
heaths

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

European dry heaths

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Mires
Inland water bodies
(standing water, running
water)

Habitat extent
Habitat extent function
and structure

Bogs. Marshes. Water
fringed vegetation. Fens
Broad-leaved
deciduous woodland

Habitat extent and
structure
Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Coniferous woodland

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Dry grassland

Habitat extent and
structure
Habitat extent and
structure

Humid grassland.
Mesophile grassland

Potential impacts

Key plans/policies in
combination

Likely significant
effect in combination

Conclusion

Same as above

The policies of the
adjacent SMP for the
units to the east of
Hurst Spit could act incombination with the
effects from this policy.

This shoreline
management option could
have a likely significant
effect on the Solent
Maritime SAC.

Same as above

The policies of the
adjacent SMP could
result in impacts that
would not be
exacerbated by this
policy within this SMP.

This shoreline
management option will
not have a likely significant
effect on the New Forest
SPA.

This policy could result in
the loss of habitat (i.e.
sandbanks, mudflats and
sandflats) depending on the
coastal management option.
Prevention of the breach of
the spit would prevent the
alteration to the coastal
processes that create the
unique habitats within this
site (i.e. estuaries, Atlantic
salt meadows, mudflats and
sandflats, and coastal
lagoons).

No decrease in wet heath extent. Component
vegetation types should be present. No
obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in dry heath extent. Component
vegetation types should be present. No
obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in valley mire extent.
Continuity of the river is not disturbed by
anthropogenic activities. Undisturbed migration
of aquatic organisms and sediment transport.
No net changes in habitat morphology including
extent of ponds.
No decrease in extent of water body habitats.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in woodland extent. Component
vegetation types should be present. No
obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in woodland extent. Component
vegetation types should be present. No
obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in grassland extent. No obvious
modification to structural features.
No decrease in grassland extent. No obvious
modification to structural features.

Yes

The New Forest SPA lies
several kilometres from the
shoreline, and would not be
directly affected by the
coastal management
measures.
Furthermore, there are no
coastal pathways by which
physical processes within
the site would be affected,
or where physical
processes resulting from
holding the line measures
could act on the site and its
interest species.
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Primary Qualifying
feature
Option 1 - Hold the Line
New Forest SAC
Oligotrophic waters
containing very few
minerals of sandy plains
(Littorelletalia uniflorae)

Supporting Habitat

Attribute

NA

Habitat extent, vegetation
composition, water and
morphology
characteristics

Oligotrophic to
mesotrophic standing
waters with vegetation of
the Littorelletea uniflorae
and/or of the IsoëtoNanojuncetea
Northern Atlantic wet
heaths with Erica tetralix

NA

Habitat extent, vegetation
composition, water and
morphology
characteristics

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

European dry heaths

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Molinia meadows on
calcareous, peaty or
clayey-silt-laden soils
(Molinion caeruleae)

NA

Depressions on peat
substrates of the
Rhynchosporion

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Bog woodland

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Old acidophilous oak
woods with Quercus
robur on sandy plains
Alluvial forests with Alnus
glutinosa and Fraxinus
excelsior (Alno-Padion,
Alnion incanae, Salicion
albae)
Asperulo-Fagetum beech
forests

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Atlantic acidophilous
beech forests with Ilex
and sometimes also
Taxus in the shrublayer
(Quercion roboripetraeae or IliciFagenion)

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Target

Potential impacts

Key plans/policies in
combination

Likely significant
effect in combination

Conclusion

No loss of standing water extent.
No decrease in inflow the standing water.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No change in water quality and sediment load.
No loss of standing water extent.
No decrease in inflow the standing water.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No change in water quality and sediment load.
The total extent of wet heath is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features.
The total extent of dry heath is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features.
The total extent of Molinia meadows is
maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of depressions on peat
substrates.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No decrease in bog woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in bog woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in alluvial forest extent.
Component vegetation types should be present.
No obvious modification to structural features.

The New Forest SAC lies
several kilometres from the
shoreline, and would not be
directly affected by the
coastal management
measures.
Furthermore, there are no
coastal pathways by which
physical processes within
the site would be affected,
or where physical
processes resulting from
holding the line measures
could act on the site and its
interest species.

No

Same as above

The policies of the
adjacent SMP could
result in impacts that
would not be
exacerbated by this
policy within this SMP.

This shoreline
management option will
not have a likely significant
effect on the New Forest
SAC.

No decrease in beech forest extent.
Component vegetation types should be present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in beech forest extent.
Component vegetation types should be present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
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Primary Qualifying
feature
Option 1 - Hold the Line
Avon Valley SPA
Internationally important
Article 4.1 Species:
Bewick’s Swan, and
Article 4.2 Species:
overwintering Gadwall

River Avon SAC
Water courses of plain to
montane levels with the
Ranunculion fluitantis and
Callitricho-Batrachion
vegetation
Desmoulin’s Whorl-Snail

Sea Lamprey

Brook Lamprey
Atlantic Salmon
Bullhead

Supporting Habitat

Humid grassland.
Mesophile grassland
Inland water bodies
(standing water, running
water)

Attribute

Habitat extent and
structure
Habitat extent function
and structure

Broad-leaved
deciduous woodland

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

NA

Habitat extent function
and structure

NA

Population and habitat
extent

NA

NA
NA
NA

Migration, population,
food availability and water
quality

Same as above
Same as above
Same as above

Target

Potential impacts

No decrease in grassland extent.
No obvious modification to structural features.
Continuity of the river is not disturbed by
anthropogenic activities.
Undisturbed migration of aquatic organisms and
sediment transport.
No net changes in habitat morphology including
extent and characteristics associated with
Blashford Lakes and Gravel Pits.
No decrease in woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be present.
No obvious modification to structural features.

Potential footprint loss could
occur to waterbodies which
support the site’s interest
species.

Continuity of the river is not disturbed by
anthropogenic activities.
Undisturbed migration of aquatic organisms and
sediment transport.
No net changes in habitat morphology.
No loss of habitat associated with the
Desmoulin’s Whorl-Snail.
No decline in Desmoulin’s Whorl-Snail
numbers.
The migratory passage is not obstructed or
impeded by physical barriers, changes in flows
or poor water quality.
The size of the population is at a level that is
sustainable in the long term.
The abundance of prey species forming the
food resource within the estuary is maintained.
Toxic contaminants in the water column and
sediment are below levels which would pose a
risk to the ecological objectives described
above.
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above

Yes

Key plans/policies in
combination

If holding the line resulted in
potential obstruction to
passage of migratory fish,
this could have an adverse
effect on their populations.

Yes

Likely significant
effect in combination

Conclusion

Same as above

No in-combination
effects anticipated with
related plans.

This shoreline
management option could
have a likely significant
effect on the Avon Valley
SPA.

Same as above

No in-combination
effects anticipated with
related plans.

This shoreline
management option could
have a likely significant
effect on the River Avon
SAC.

Potential footprint loss could
occur to water courses and
communities for which the
site is designated.
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Primary Qualifying
feature
Option 1 - Hold the Line
Dorset Heathlands SPA
Internationally important
Article 4.1 Species:
Dartford Warbler,
Nightjar, Woodlark, and
Hen Harrier

Supporting Habitat

Attribute

Target

North Atlantic wet
heaths

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

European dry heaths

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Dry grassland

Habitat extent and
structure
Habitat extent and
vegetation communities

No decrease in wet heath extent.
Component vegetation types should be present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in dry heath extent.
Component vegetation types should be present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in grassland extent.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in dune or Machair extent.
No net loss of sand beaches.
Component vegetation types should be present.
No decrease in coastal wetland extent.
No decrease in extent of water body habitats.
No obvious modification to structural features.

Coastal sand dunes.
Sand beaches.
Machair.
Coastal wetlands
Bogs. Marshes. Water
fringed vegetation.
Fens
Inland water bodies
(standing water, running
water)

Poole Harbour SPA
Internationally important
Article 4.1 Species:
Common Tern,
Mediterranean Gull,
Aquatic Warbler, Little
Egret, Avocet, Blacktailed Godwit, Shelduck,
and Article 4.2 Species:
which includes at least
20,000 waterfowl

Habitat extent
Habitat extent and
structure
Habitat extent function
and structure

Acid Mires
Broad-leaved
deciduous woodland

Habitat extent
Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Coniferous woodland

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Intertidal mud-flats
Saltmarsh

Habitat extent
Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Bogs.
Marshes.
Water fringed
vegetation.
Fens
Inland water bodies
(standing water, running
water)

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Grazing marsh
Mires

Habitat extent
Habitat extent

Habitat extent function
and structure

Potential impacts

The policy could result in
the direct loss of supporting
habitat (i.e. wet heath, fens,
coastal wetlands) due to
direct footprint effects,
particularly around Ham
Common, Arne, and
Brownsea, which could
adversely affect the
populations of the site’s
interest species.

Continuity of the river is not disturbed by
anthropogenic activities.
Undisturbed migration of aquatic organisms and
sediment transport.
No net changes in habitat morphology.
No decrease in acid valley mire extent.
No decrease in woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be present.
No obvious modification to structural features.

Yes

Key plans/policies in
combination

Likely significant
effect in combination

Conclusion

Same as above

The potential increased
development in the
surrounding area could
further constrain the
adaptation of habitats in
relation to sea level rise
in-combination with the
effect of direct habitat
loss, as well as coastal
squeeze associated
with coastal
management
measures.

This shoreline
management option could
have a likely significant
effect on the Dorset
Heathlands SPA.

Same as above

The potential increased
development and
associated disturbance
in the surrounding area
could result in an incombination effect with
the habitat loss.

This shoreline
management option could
have a likely significant
effect on the Poole
Harbour SPA.

In the long-term, coastal
squeeze could occur due to
constraining defences,
resulting in the loss of wet
heath and other habitats
which support the
populations of the site’s
interest species.

No decrease in intertidal mud-flats extent.
No decrease in saltmarsh extent.
Component vegetation types should be present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of water body habitats, in
particular reedbeds.
No obvious modification to structural features.
Component vegetation types should be present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
Continuity of the river is not disturbed by
anthropogenic activities.
Undisturbed migration of aquatic organisms and
sediment transport.
No net changes in habitat morphology.
No loss of grazing marsh extent.
No decrease in valley mire extent.

The management measures
could result in the direct
loss of habitat (i.e. intertidal
mudflats, saltmarsh,
reedbeds, fens, and grazing
marsh) that support the
populations of the site’s
interest species.
In the long-term, coastal
squeeze could occur due to
constraining defences,
resulting in the loss of
primary habitat features
such as intertidal mudflats
and saltmarsh.
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Primary Qualifying
feature
Option 1 - Hold the Line
Dorset Heaths SAC
Northern Atlantic wet
heaths with Erica tetralix

European dry heaths

Supporting Habitat

Attribute

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Depressions on peat
substrates of the
Rhynchosporion

NA

Molinia meadows on
calcareous, peaty or
clayey-silt-laden soils
(Molinion caeruleae)
Calcareous fens with
Cladium mariscus and
species of the Caricion
davallianae
Alkaline fens

NA

Habitat extent and
structure

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Old acidophilous oak
woods with Quercus
robur on sandy plains

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Target

Potential impacts

The total extent of wet heath is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species of the wet heath are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features of
the heaths.
No decline in Southern Damselfly numbers.
The total extent of dry heath is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species of the dry heath is maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features of
the heaths.
No decline in Southern Damselfly numbers.
No decrease in extent of depressions on peat
substrates.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No decrease in Molinia meadow extent.
No obvious modification to structural features.

The management option
could result in the direct
loss of habitat (i.e. wet
heath) due to direct footprint
effects, particularly around
Ham Common, Upton, and
Sandford.
In the long-term, coastal
squeeze could occur due to
constraining defences,
resulting in the loss of wet
heath and other associated
habitats.

No decrease in extent of Calcareous fens.
No obvious modification to structural features.
Component vegetation types should be present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of Alkaline fens.
No obvious modification to structural features.
Component vegetation types should be present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
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effect alone

Yes

Key plans/policies in
combination

Same as above

Likely significant
effect in combination

Conclusion

The potential increased
development in the
surrounding area could
further constrain the
adaptation of habitats in
relation to sea level rise
in-combination with the
effect of direct habitat
loss, as well as coastal
squeeze associated
with coastal
management
measures.

This shoreline
management option could
have a likely significant
effect on the Dorset
Heaths SAC.
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Primary Qualifying
Supporting Habitat
Attribute
feature
Option 1 - Hold the Line
Dorset Heaths (Purbeck & Wareham) & Studland Dunes SAC
Embryonic shifting dunes
NA
Habitat extent and
vegetation communities
Shifting dunes along the
NA
Habitat extent and
shoreline with Ammophila
vegetation communities
arenaria (`white dunes`)
Atlantic decalcified fixed
NA
Habitat extent and
dunes (Calluno-Ulicetea)
vegetation communities
Humid slack dunes
NA
Habitat extent and
vegetation communities
Oligotrophic waters:
NA
Habitat extent, vegetation
Little Sea
composition, water and
morphology
characteristics
Northern Atlantic wet
heaths with Erica tetralix

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

European dry heaths

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Temperate Atlantic wet
heaths with Erica ciliaris
and Erica tetralix

NA

Alkaline fens

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Calcareous fens with
Cladium mariscus and
species of the Caricion
davallianae
Depressions on peat
substrates of the
Rhynchosporion

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

NA

Habitat extent and
structure

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Molinia meadows on
calcareous, peaty or
clayey-silt-laden soils
(Molinion caeruleae)
Old acidophilous oak
woods with Quercus
robur on sandy plains
Bog woodland

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Target

Potential impacts

Key plans/policies in
combination

Likely significant
effect in combination

Conclusion

No decrease in dune extent and
component vegetation types should be present.
No decrease in dune extent and
component vegetation types should be present.
No decrease in dune extent and
component vegetation types should be present.
No decrease in slack dune extent/area and
component vegetation types should be present.
No loss of standing water extent.
No decrease in inflow the standing water.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No change in water quality and sediment load.
The total extent Northern Atlantic wet heaths is
maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species of the heaths are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features of
the heaths.
The total extent of dry heaths is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species of the heaths are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features of
the heaths.
The total extent of wet heaths is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species of the heaths are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features of
the heaths.
No decrease in extent of Alkaline fens.
No obvious modification to structural features
Component vegetation types should be present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of Calcareous fens.
No obvious modification to structural features
Component vegetation types should be present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of depressions on peat
substrates.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No decrease in Molinia meadow extent.
No obvious modification to structural features.

The management option
could result in the direct
loss of habitat (i.e.
decalcified dunes, shifting
dunes, coastal wet heath,
and fens) due to direct
footprint effects.
In the long-term, coastal
squeeze may occur due to
constraining defences,
resulting in the loss of wet
heath and fens and other
associated habitats.

Yes

Same as above

No in-combination
effects anticipated with
related plans.

This shoreline
management option could
have a likely significant
effect on the Dorset
Heaths (Purbeck &
Wareham) & Studland
Dunes SAC.

No decrease in woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of bog woodland.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

Likely significant
effect alone
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Primary Qualifying
Supporting Habitat
feature
Option 1 - Hold the Line
Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs SAC
Vegetated sea cliffs of
NA
the Atlantic and Baltic
coasts
Semi-natural dry
NA
grasslands and scrubland
facies: on calcareous
substrates (FestucoBrometalia)
Annual vegetation of drift
NA
lines
St Albans Head to Durlston Head SAC
Vegetated sea cliffs of
NA
the Atlantic and Baltic
coasts
Semi-natural dry
NA
grasslands and scrubland
facies: on calcareous
substrates (FestucoBrometalia) (important
orchid sites)

Attribute

Habitat extent and
vegetation communities
Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Habitat extent

Habitat extent and
vegetation communities
Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Target

Potential impacts

No decrease in vegetated sea cliff extent.
Component vegetation types and geological
features should be present.
The total extent of semi-natural grasslands and
scrublands is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of annual vegetation drift
line.

Currently undefended,
holding the line could result
in the loss of vegetated sea
cliff habitat and drift line
communities depending on
the footprint of any measure
(likely to affect reefs).

No decrease in vegetated sea cliff extent.
Component vegetation types and geological
features should be present.
The total extent of semi-natural grasslands and
scrublands is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features.

This site lies outside the
SMP area. Based on the
coastal processes of the
area it is unlikely that
coastal management
measures relating to this
policy would result in
changes in the coastal
processes adjacent to this
site.

Yes

Key plans/policies in
combination

Same as above

Changes to the coastal
processes could affect
vegetated sea cliff habitats
and drift line communities.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

Likely significant
effect alone

No

Same as above

Likely significant
effect in combination

Conclusion

Potential in-combination
effects could occur
depending on the policy
selected by the SMP to
the west.

This shoreline
management option could
have a likely significant
effect on the Isle of
Portland to Studland Cliff
SAC.

No in-combination
effects anticipated with
related plans.

This shoreline
management option will
not have a likely significant
effect on the St Albans
Head to Durlston Head
SAC.

9T2052/HRA Final Scoping/303576/Exet
65

January 2010

Primary Qualifying
Supporting Habitat
feature
Option 2 – Advance the existing defence line
Isle of Wight Downs SAC
Vegetated sea cliffs of
NA
the Atlantic and Baltic
coasts
European dry heaths
NA

Semi-natural dry
grasslands and
scrubland facies: on
calcareous substrates
(Festuco-Brometalia)

NA

South Wight Maritime SAC
Reefs
NA

Vegetated sea cliffs of
the Atlantic and Baltic
coasts
Submerged or partially
submerged sea caves

Attribute

Habitat extent and
vegetation communities
Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Habitat extent, species
and physical
characteristics

NA

Habitat extent and
vegetation communities

NA

Structure

Target

No decrease in vegetated sea cliff extent.
Component vegetation types and geological
features should be present.
The total European dry heath is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species of European dry heath are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features of
the heaths.
The total extent of semi-natural grasslands and
scrublands is maintained.
Component vegetation types and species are
maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features.

Extent of reef is maintained.
Reef community maintained.
Supporting physical and ecological processes
of the reef maintained.
No decrease in vegetated sea cliff extent.
Component vegetation types and geological
features should be present.
No change in the structure of sea caves and
associated ecological communities.

Potential impacts

No direct effect as this is
outside the SMP area.
Indirect effect of advancing
the line at nearby units is
unlikely to result in an
adverse effect due to the
distance and the unlikely
occurrence of changes to
the coastal processes at this
site.

No

Key plans/policies in
combination

Likely significant
effect in combination

Conclusion

New Forest District Council
Development Framework.
Borough of Christchurch
Local Plan.
Sustainable Future for
Purbeck.
Christchurch and East
Dorset Core Strategy.
Christchurch Beaches and
Hinterland Management
Plan.
Hengistbury Head
Management Plan.
Christchurch Quay and
Quomps Management
Plan.
Durlston Bay Coastal
Strategy Study.
Mudeford Quay
Management Plan.
Mudeford Sandbank
Management Plan.
New Forest District Coastal
Management Plan.

No in-combination
effects anticipated with
related plans.

This shoreline
management option will
not have a likely significant
effect the Isle of Wight
Downs SAC.

Same as above

No in-combination
effects anticipated with
related plans.

This shoreline
management option will
not have a likely significant
effect the South Wight
Maritime SAC.

No direct effect as this is
outside the SMP area.
Indirect effect of advancing
the line at nearby units is
unlikely to result in an
adverse effect due to the
distance and the unlikely
occurrence of changes to
the coastal processes at this
site.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

Likely significant
effect alone

No
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Primary Qualifying
Supporting Habitat
feature
Option 2 – Advance the existing defence line
Solent Southampton Water SPA
Internationally important
Estuaries
Article 4.1 Species
including: various Tern
and Article 4.2 Species:
Black-tailed Godwit,
Dark-bellied Brent
Saline lagoons
Goose, Ringed Plover,
Mud-flats
Teal and at least 20,000
Saltmarshes
waterfowl

Attribute

Habitat extent,
distribution, salinity and
water quality
Habitat extent
Habitat extent
Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Saline lagoons

Habitat extent and quality

Shingle beach

Habitat extent,
morphological
composition / structure
Habitat extent and
vegetation communities

Coastal sand dunes.
Sand beaches.
Machair.
Bogs.
Marshes.
Water fringed
vegetation.
Fens

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Inland water bodies
(standing water, running
water)

Habitat extent function
and structure

Broad-leaved deciduous
woodland

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Humid grassland.
Mesophile grassland
Grazing marsh

Habitat extent and
structure
Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Target

No change in extent of estuary feature.
No change in physico-chemical characteristics
and sediment budget.
No change in community composition and
abundance.
No decrease in extent of lagoon.
No decrease in mud-flat extent.
No decrease in saltmarsh extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of saline lagoons.
No change in water chemistry and quality.
No decrease in extent of shingle beach.
No change in sediment composition or
structure.
No decrease in dune or Machair extent.
No net loss of sand beaches.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No decrease in extent of water body habitats, in
particular reedbeds.
No obvious modification to structural features
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
Continuity of the river is not disturbed by
anthropogenic activities.
Undisturbed migration of aquatic organisms
and sediment transport.
No net changes in habitat morphology.
No decrease in woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in grassland extent.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of grazing marsh.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.

Potential impacts

Key plans/policies in
combination

Likely significant
effect in combination

Conclusion

The policies of the
adjacent SMP for the
units to the east of
Hurst Spit could act incombination with the
effects from this policy.

This shoreline
management option could
have a likely significant
effect on the Solent
Southampton Water SPA
interest species.

This policy could result in
the loss of supporting
habitat (i.e. shingle beach
and sand beaches), which
could adversely effect bird
populations.
Prevention of the breach of
the spit would prevent the
loss of supporting intertidal
habitats (i.e. mudflats,
reedbed, saltmarsh, and
saline lagoon) as a result of
altered coastal processes
(i.e. increased erosion),
which would avoid a
potential adverse effect on
the interest species
populations.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

Likely significant
effect alone

Yes

Same as above
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Primary Qualifying
Supporting Habitat
feature
Option 2 – Advance the existing defence line
Solent Maritime SAC
Estuaries
NA

Sandbanks which are
slightly covered by sea
water all the time
Mudflats and sandflats
not covered by seawater
at low tide
Coastal lagoons
Annual vegetation of
drift lines
Perennial vegetation of
stony banks
Salicornia and other
annuals colonising mud
and sand
Shifting dunes along the
shoreline with
Ammophila arenaria
(`white dunes`)
Spartina swards

Atlantic salt meadows

The New Forest SPA
Internationally important
Article 4.1 Species:
Dartford Warbler,
Nightjar, Honey
Buzzard, Nightjar,
Woodlark, and Hen
Harrier

Attribute

Habitat extent,
distribution, salinity and
water quality

Target

NA

Habitat extent

No change in extent of estuary feature. No
change in physico-chemical characteristics and
sediment budget. No change in community
composition and abundance.
No decrease in sandbank extent.

NA

Habitat extent

No decrease in mudflat and sandflat extent.

NA
NA

Habitat extent
Habitat extent

NA

Habitat extent

No decrease in extent of coastal lagoons.
No decrease in extent of annual vegetation drift
line.
No decrease in extent of perennial vegetation.

NA

Habitat extent

No decrease in extent of Salicornia.

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

No decrease in extent of shifting dunes along
the shoreline. No change in sediment
transport.

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

The total extent of Spartina swards is
maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained. No obvious
modification to structural features.
The total extent of Atlantic salt meadows is
maintained. Component vegetation types and
notable species are maintained. No obvious
modification to structural features.

North Atlantic wet heaths

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

European dry heaths

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Mires
Inland water bodies
(standing water, running
water)

Habitat extent
Habitat extent function
and structure

Bogs. Marshes. Water
fringed vegetation. Fens
Broad-leaved deciduous
woodland

Habitat extent and
structure
Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Coniferous woodland

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Dry grassland

Habitat extent and
structure
Habitat extent and
structure

Humid grassland.
Mesophile grassland

No decrease in wet heath extent. Component
vegetation types should be present. No
obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in dry heath extent. Component
vegetation types should be present. No
obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in valley mire extent.
Continuity of the river is not disturbed by
anthropogenic activities. Undisturbed migration
of aquatic organisms and sediment transport.
No net changes in habitat morphology including
extent of ponds.
No decrease in extent of water body habitats.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in woodland extent. Component
vegetation types should be present. No
obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in woodland extent. Component
vegetation types should be present. No
obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in grassland extent. No obvious
modification to structural features.
No decrease in grassland extent.
No obvious modification to structural features.

Potential impacts

Key plans/policies in
combination

Likely significant
effect in combination

Conclusion

Same as above

The policies of the
adjacent SMP for the
units to the east of
Hurst Spit could act incombination with the
effects from this policy.

This shoreline
management option could
have a likely significant
effect on the Solent
Maritime SAC.

Same as above

The policies of the
adjacent SMP could
result in impacts that
would not be
exacerbated by this
policy within this SMP.

This shoreline
management option will
not have a likely significant
effect on the New Forest
SPA.

This policy could result in
the loss of habitat (i.e.
sandbanks, mudflats and
sandflats) depending on the
coastal management option.
Prevention of the breach of
the spit would prevent the
alteration to the coastal
processes that create the
unique habitats within this
site (i.e. estuaries, Atlantic
salt meadows, mudflats and
sandflats, and coastal
lagoons).

Yes

The New Forest SPA lies
several kilometres from the
shoreline, and would not be
directly affected by the
coastal management
measures.
Furthermore, there are no
pathways by which physical
processes within the site
would be affected, or where
physical processes resulting
from advanced the line
measures could act on the
site and its interest species.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

Likely significant
effect alone

No
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Primary Qualifying
Supporting Habitat
feature
Option 2 – Advance the existing defence line
New Forest SAC
NA
Oligotrophic waters
containing very few
minerals of sandy plains
(Littorelletalia uniflorae)

Attribute

Habitat extent, vegetation
composition, water and
morphology
characteristics

Oligotrophic to
mesotrophic standing
waters with vegetation of
the Littorelletea uniflorae
and/or of the IsoëtoNanojuncetea
Northern Atlantic wet
heaths with Erica tetralix

NA

Habitat extent, vegetation
composition, water and
morphology
characteristics

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

European dry heaths

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Molinia meadows on
calcareous, peaty or
clayey-silt-laden soils
(Molinion caeruleae)

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Depressions on peat
substrates of the
Rhynchosporion

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Bog woodland

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Old acidophilous oak
woods with Quercus
robur on sandy plains

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Alluvial forests with
Alnus glutinosa and
Fraxinus excelsior (AlnoPadion, Alnion incanae,
Salicion albae)
Asperulo-Fagetum
beech forests

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Atlantic acidophilous
beech forests with Ilex
and sometimes also
Taxus in the shrublayer
(Quercion roboripetraeae or IliciFagenion)

Target

Potential impacts

Key plans/policies in
combination

Likely significant
effect in combination

Conclusion

No loss of standing water extent.
No decrease in inflow the standing water.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No change in water quality and sediment load.
No loss of standing water extent.
No decrease in inflow the standing water.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No change in water quality and sediment load.
The total extent of wet heath is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features.
The total extent of dry heath is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features.
The total extent of Molinia meadows is
maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of depressions on peat
substrates.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No decrease in bog woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in bog woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in alluvial forest extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.

The New Forest SAC lies
several kilometres from the
shoreline, and would not be
directly affected by the
coastal management
measures.
Furthermore, there are no
coastal pathways by which
physical processes within
the site would be affected,
or where physical processes
resulting from advanced the
line measures could act on
the site and its interest
species.

No

Same as above

The policies of the
adjacent SMP could
result in impacts that
would not be
exacerbated by this
policy within this SMP.

This shoreline
management option will
not have a likely significant
effect on the New Forest
SAC.

No decrease in beech forest extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in beech forest extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

Likely significant
effect alone
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Primary Qualifying
Supporting Habitat
feature
Option 2 – Advance the existing defence line
Avon Valley SPA
Internationally important
Humid grassland.
Article 4.1 Species:
Mesophile grassland
Bewick’s Swan, and
Inland water bodies
Article 4.2 Species:
(standing water, running
overwintering Gadwall
water)

Attribute

Habitat extent and
structure
Habitat extent function
and structure

Broad-leaved deciduous
woodland

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

River Avon SAC
Water courses of plain to
montane levels with the
Ranunculion fluitantis
and CallitrichoBatrachion vegetation
Desmoulin’s Whorl-Snail

NA

Habitat extent function
and structure

NA

Population and habitat
extent

Sea Lamprey

NA

Migration, population,
food availability and water
quality

Brook Lamprey
Atlantic Salmon
Bullhead

NA
NA
NA

Same as above
Same as above
Same as above

Target

Potential impacts

No decrease in grassland extent.
No obvious modification to structural features.
Continuity of the river is not disturbed by
anthropogenic activities.
Undisturbed migration of aquatic organisms
and sediment transport.
No net changes in habitat morphology including
extent and characteristics associated with
Blashford Lakes and Gravel Pits.
No decrease in woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.

Advancing the line could
result in the direct loss of
supporting habitats which
supports populations of the
site’s interest species.

Continuity of the river is not disturbed by
anthropogenic activities.
Undisturbed migration of aquatic organisms
and sediment transport.
No net changes in habitat morphology
No loss of habitat associated with the
Desmoulin’s Whorl-Snail.
No decline in Desmoulin’s Whorl-Snail
numbers.
The migratory passage is not obstructed or
impeded by physical barriers, changes in flows
or poor water quality.
The size of the population is at a level that is
sustainable in the long term.
The abundance of prey species forming the
food resource within the estuary is maintained.
Toxic contaminants in the water column and
sediment are below levels which would pose a
risk to the ecological objectives described
above.
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above

Advancing the line could, if
it resulted in changes to the
hydrological processes,
result in changes to the
supporting habitats, and
consequently, to the
populations of the site’s
interest species.

Yes

Key plans/policies in
combination

Likely significant
effect in combination

Conclusion

Same as above

No in-combination
effects anticipated with
related plans.

This shoreline
management option could
have a likely significant
effect on the Avon Valley
SPA.

Same as above

No in-combination
effects anticipated with
related plans.

This shoreline
management option could
have a likely significant
effect on the River Avon
SAC.

Advancing the line could
result in the direct loss of
water course habitats and
their communities for which
the site is designated.
If the measures resulted in
potential obstruction to
passage of migratory fish,
this could result in an
adverse effect on their
populations.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

Likely significant
effect alone

Yes
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Primary Qualifying
Supporting Habitat
feature
Option 2 – Advance the existing defence line
Dorset Heathlands SPA
Internationally important
North Atlantic wet heaths
Article 4.1 Species:
Dartford Warbler,
Nightjar, Woodlark, and
Hen Harrier
European dry heaths

Dry grassland
Coastal sand dunes.
Sand beaches.
Machair.

Poole Harbour SPA
Internationally important
Article 4.1 Species:
Common Tern,
Mediterranean Gull,
Aquatic Warbler, Little
Egret, Avocet, Blacktailed Godwit, Shelduck,
and Article 4.2 Species:
which includes at least
20,000 waterfowl

Attribute

Habitat extent,
composition and structure
Habitat extent,
composition and structure
Habitat extent and
structure
Habitat extent and
vegetation communities

Coastal wetlands
Bogs. Marshes. Water
fringed vegetation. Fens
Inland water bodies
(standing water, running
water)

Habitat extent
Habitat extent and
structure
Habitat extent function
and structure

Acid Mires

Habitat extent

Broad-leaved deciduous
woodland

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Coniferous woodland

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Intertidal mud-flats
Saltmarsh

Habitat extent
Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Bogs. Marshes. Water
fringed vegetation. Fens

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Inland water bodies
(standing water, running
water)

Habitat extent function
and structure

Grazing marsh
Mires

Habitat extent
Habitat extent

Target

No decrease in wet heath extent
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in dry heath extent
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in grassland extent.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in dune or Machair extent.
No net loss of sand beaches.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No decrease in coastal wetland extent.
No decrease in extent of water body habitats.
No obvious modification to structural features.
Continuity of the river is not disturbed by
anthropogenic activities.
Undisturbed migration of aquatic organisms
and sediment transport.
No net changes in habitat morphology.
No decrease in acid valley mire extent.
No decrease in woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in intertidal mud-flats extent.
No decrease in saltmarsh extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of water body habitats, in
particular reedbeds.
No obvious modification to structural features
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
Continuity of the river is not disturbed by
anthropogenic activities.
Undisturbed migration of aquatic organisms
and sediment transport.
No net changes in habitat morphology.
No loss of grazing marsh extent.
No decrease in valley mire extent.

Potential impacts

The policy could result in
the direct loss of supporting
habitat (i.e. wet heath, fens,
coastal wetlands) due to
direct footprint effects,
particularly around Ham
Common, Arne, and
Brownsea, which could
adversely affect the
populations of the site’s
interest species.

Yes

Key plans/policies in
combination

Likely significant
effect in combination

Conclusion

Same as above

The potential increased
development in the
surrounding area could
further constrain the
adaptation of habitats
in relation to sea level
rise in-combination with
the effect of direct
habitat loss, as well as
coastal squeeze
associated with coastal
management
measures.

This shoreline
management option could
have a likely significant
effect on the Dorset
Heathlands SPA.

Same as above

The potential increased
development and
associated disturbance
in the surrounding area
could result in an incombination effect with
the habitat loss.

This shoreline
management option could
have a likely significant
effect on the Poole
Harbour SPA.

In the long-term, coastal
squeeze could occur due to
constraining defences,
resulting in the loss of wet
heath and other habitats
which support the
populations of the site’s
interest species.

The policy could result in
the direct (footprint) loss of
habitat (i.e. intertidal
mudflats, saltmarsh,
reedbeds, fens, and grazing
marsh) that support the
populations of the site’s
interest species.
In the long-term, coastal
squeeze would occur due to
constraining defences,
resulting in the loss of
primary habitat features
such as intertidal mudflats
and saltmarsh.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

Likely significant
effect alone

Yes
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Habitat extent and
structure

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

NA

NA

Molinia meadows on
calcareous, peaty or
clayey-silt-laden soils
(Molinion caeruleae)
Calcareous fens with
Cladium mariscus and
species of the Caricion
davallianae

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

NA

Old acidophilous oak
woods with Quercus
robur on sandy plains

Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

NA

Alkaline fens

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

NA

Depressions on peat
substrates of the
Rhynchosporion

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Attribute

European dry heaths

Primary Qualifying
Supporting Habitat
feature
Option 2 – Advance the existing defence line
Dorset Heaths SAC
Northern Atlantic wet
NA
heaths with Erica tetralix

No decrease in extent of Calcareous fens.
No obvious modification to structural features
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of Alkaline fens.
No obvious modification to structural features
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.

The total extent of wet heath is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species of the wet heath are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features of
the heaths.
No decline in Southern Damselfly numbers.
The total extent of dry heath is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species of the dry heath is maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features of
the heaths.
No decline in Southern Damselfly numbers.
No decrease in extent of depressions on peat
substrates.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No decrease in Molinia meadow extent.
No obvious modification to structural features.

Target

72

In the long-term, coastal
squeeze could occur due to
constraining defences,
resulting in the loss of wet
heath and other associated
habitats.

The management option
could result in the direct loss
of habitat (i.e. wet heath)
due to direct footprint
effects.

Potential impacts

Yes

Likely significant
effect alone

Same as above

Key plans/policies in
combination

This shoreline
management option could
have a likely significant
effect on the Dorset
Heaths SAC.

Conclusion

January 2010
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The potential increased
development in the
surrounding area could
further constrain the
adaptation of habitats
in relation to sea level
rise in-combination with
the effect of direct
habitat loss, as well as
coastal squeeze
associated with coastal
management
measures.

Likely significant
effect in combination

Primary Qualifying
Supporting Habitat
Attribute
feature
Option 2 – Advance the existing defence line
Dorset Heaths (Purbeck & Wareham) & Studland Dunes SAC
Embryonic shifting
NA
Habitat extent and
dunes
vegetation communities
Shifting dunes along the
NA
Habitat extent and
shoreline with
vegetation communities
Ammophila arenaria
(`white dunes`)
Atlantic decalcified fixed
NA
Habitat extent and
dunes (Calluno-Ulicetea)
vegetation communities
Humid dune slacks
NA
Habitat extent and
vegetation communities
Oligotrophic waters:
NA
Habitat extent, vegetation
Little Sea
composition, water and
morphology
characteristics
Northern Atlantic wet
heaths with Erica tetralix

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

European dry heaths

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Temperate Atlantic wet
heaths with Erica ciliaris
and Erica tetralix

NA

Alkaline fens

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Calcareous fens with
Cladium mariscus and
species of the Caricion
davallianae

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Depressions on peat
substrates of the
Rhynchosporion

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Molinia meadows on
calcareous, peaty or
clayey-silt-laden soils
(Molinion caeruleae)
Old acidophilous oak
woods with Quercus
robur on sandy plains

NA

Habitat extent and
structure

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Bog woodland

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Target

Potential impacts

Key plans/policies in
combination

Likely significant
effect in combination

Conclusion

No in-combination
effects anticipated with
related plans.

This shoreline
management option could
have a likely significant
effect on the Dorset
Heaths (Purbeck &
Wareham) & Studland
Dunes SAC.

No decrease in dune extent and
component vegetation types should be present.
No decrease in dune extent and
component vegetation types should be present.
No decrease in dune extent and
component vegetation types should be present.
No decrease in slack dune extent/area and
component vegetation types should be present.
No loss of standing water extent.
No decrease in inflow the standing water.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No change in water quality and sediment load.
The total extent Northern Atlantic wet heaths is
maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species of the heaths are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features of
the heaths.
The total extent of dry heaths is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species of the heaths are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features of
the heaths.
The total extent of wet heaths is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species of the heaths are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features of
the heaths.
No decrease in extent of Alkaline fens.
No obvious modification to structural features
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of Calcareous fens.
No obvious modification to structural features
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of depressions on peat
substrates.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No decrease in Molinia meadow extent.
No obvious modification to structural features.

The management option
could result in the direct loss
of habitat (i.e. shifting
dunes, coastal wet heath,
and fens) due to direct
footprint effects.
In the long-term, coastal
squeeze may occur due to
constraining defences,
resulting in the loss of wet
heath and fens and other
associated habitats.

Yes

Same as above

No decrease in woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of bog woodland.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

Likely significant
effect alone
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Primary Qualifying
Supporting Habitat
feature
Option 2 – Advance the existing defence line
Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs SAC
Vegetated sea cliffs of
NA
the Atlantic and Baltic
coasts
Semi-natural dry
NA
grasslands and
scrubland facies: on
calcareous substrates
(Festuco-Brometalia)
Annual vegetation of
NA
drift lines
St Albans Head to Durlston Head SAC
Vegetated sea cliffs of
NA
the Atlantic and Baltic
coasts
Semi-natural dry
NA
grasslands and
scrubland facies: on
calcareous substrates
(Festuco-Brometalia)
(important orchid sites)

Attribute

Habitat extent and
vegetation communities
Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Habitat extent

Habitat extent and
vegetation communities
Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Target

Potential impacts

No decrease in vegetated sea cliff extent.
Component vegetation types and geological
features should be present.
The total extent of semi-natural grasslands and
scrublands is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of annual vegetation drift
line.

The vegetated sea cliffs
form the current defence
line, moving this line forward
would not directly affect the
footprint of the site.

No decrease in vegetated sea cliff extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
The total extent of semi-natural grasslands and
scrublands is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features.

This site lies outside the
SMP area. Based on the
coastal processes of the
area it is unlikely that
coastal management
measures relating to this
policy would result in
changes in the coastal
processes adjacent to this
site.

Yes

Key plans/policies in
combination

Same as above

Changes to the coastal
processes could affect
vegetated sea cliff habitats
and drift line communities.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

Likely significant
effect alone

No

Same as above

Likely significant
effect in combination

Conclusion

Potential incombination effects
could occur depending
on the policy selected
by the SMP to the west.

This shoreline
management option could
have a likely significant
effect on the Isle of
Portland to Studland Cliff
SAC.

No in-combination
effects anticipated with
related plans.

This shoreline
management option will
not have a likely significant
effect on the St Albans
Head to Durlston Head
SAC.
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Primary Qualifying
feature

Supporting Habitat

Option 3 – Managed realignment
Isle of Wight Downs SAC
Vegetated sea cliffs of
NA
the Atlantic and Baltic
coasts
European dry heaths
NA

Semi-natural dry
grasslands and
scrubland facies: on
calcareous substrates
(Festuco-Brometalia)

NA

South Wight Maritime SAC
Reefs
NA

Vegetated sea cliffs of
the Atlantic and Baltic
coasts
Submerged or partially
submerged sea caves

Attribute

Habitat extent and
vegetation communities
Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Habitat extent, species
and physical
characteristics

NA

Habitat extent and
vegetation communities

NA

Structure

Target

Potential impacts

No decrease in vegetated sea cliff extent.
Component vegetation types and geological
features should be present.
The total European dry heath is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species of European dry heath are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features of
the heaths.
The total extent of semi-natural grasslands and
scrublands is maintained.
Component vegetation types and species are
maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features.

No direct effect as this is
outside the SMP area.
Indirect effect of managed
realignment at nearby units
is unlikely to result in an
adverse effect due to the
distance and the unlikely
occurrence of changes to
the coastal processes at this
site.

No

Key plans/policies in
combination

Likely significant
effect in
combination

Conclusion

New Forest District Council
Development Framework.
Borough of Christchurch
Local Plan.
Sustainable Future for
Purbeck.
Christchurch and East
Dorset Core Strategy.
Christchurch Beaches and
Hinterland Management
Plan.
Hengistbury Head
Management Plan.
Christchurch Quay and
Quomps Management
Plan.
Durlston Bay Coastal
Strategy Study.
Mudeford Quay
Management Plan.
Mudeford Sandbank
Management Plan.
New Forest District Coastal
Management Plan.

No in-combination
effects anticipated
with related plans.

This shoreline
management option will not
have a likely significant
effect the Isle of Wight
Downs SAC.

Same as above

No in-combination
effects anticipated
with related plans.

This shoreline
management option will not
have a likely significant
effect the South Wight
Maritime SAC.

No direct effect as this is
outside the SMP area.

Extent of reef is maintained.
Reef community maintained.
Supporting physical and ecological processes
of the reef maintained.
No decrease in vegetated sea cliff extent.
Component vegetation types and geological
features should be present.
No change in the structure of sea caves and
associated ecological communities.

Indirect effect of managed
realignment at nearby units
is unlikely to result in an
adverse effect due to the
distance and the unlikely
change to coastal
processes at this site.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

Likely significant
effect alone

No
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Primary Qualifying
feature

Supporting Habitat

Attribute

Option 3 – Managed realignment
Solent Southampton Water SPA
Internationally important
Estuaries
Article 4.1 Species
including: various Tern
and Article 4.2 Species:
Black-tailed Godwit,
Dark-bellied Brent
Saline lagoons
Goose, Ringed Plover,
Mud-flats
Teal and at least 20,000
Saltmarshes
waterfowl

Habitat extent
Habitat extent
Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Saline lagoons

Habitat extent and quality

Shingle beach

Habitat extent,
morphological
composition / structure
Habitat extent and
vegetation communities

Coastal sand dunes.
Sand beaches.
Machair.

Habitat extent,
distribution, salinity and
water quality

Bogs.
Marshes.
Water fringed vegetation.
Fens

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Inland water bodies
(standing water, running
water)

Habitat extent function
and structure

Broad-leaved deciduous
woodland

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Humid grassland.
Mesophile grassland
Grazing marsh

Habitat extent and
structure
Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Target

Potential impacts

No change in extent of estuary feature.
No change in physico-chemical characteristics
and sediment budget.
No change in community composition and
abundance.
No decrease in extent of lagoon.
No decrease in mud-flat extent.
No decrease in saltmarsh extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of saline lagoons.
No change in water chemistry and quality.
No decrease in extent of shingle beach.
No change in sediment composition or
structure.
No decrease in dune or Machair extent.
No net loss of sand beaches.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No decrease in extent of water body habitats, in
particular reedbeds.
No obvious modification to structural features
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
Continuity of the river is not disturbed by
anthropogenic activities.
Undisturbed migration of aquatic organisms
and sediment transport.
No net changes in habitat morphology.
No decrease in woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in grassland extent.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of grazing marsh.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.

This policy could result in
the loss of supporting
habitat (i.e. estuary, mudflat,
saltmarsh, fens, and saline
lagoon) as a result of the
footprint effects (though
these would be dependent
on the realignment
measures. Potentially the
habitats could be replaced,
for example by increased
shingle habitat, and further
analysis would be needed to
determine whether this
would adversely affect the
populations of the site’s
interest species.
Prevention of the breach of
the spit would prevent the
loss of supporting intertidal
habitats (i.e. mudflats,
reedbed, saltmarsh, and
saline lagoon) as a result of
altered coastal processes
(i.e. increased erosion),
which would avoid a
potential adverse effect on
the interest species
populations. Though
seaward habitat could be
lost as a result of increased
erosion.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

Likely significant
effect alone

Yes

Key plans/policies in
combination

Same as above

Likely significant
effect in
combination

The policies of the
adjacent SMP for the
units to the east of
Hurst Spit could act
in-combination with
the effects from this
policy.

Conclusion

This shoreline
management option could
have a likely significant
effect on the Solent
Southampton Water SPA
interest species.
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Primary Qualifying
feature

Supporting Habitat

Option 3 – Managed realignment
Solent Maritime SAC
Estuaries
NA

Sandbanks which are
slightly covered by sea
water all the time
Mudflats and sandflats
not covered by seawater
at low tide
Coastal lagoons
Annual vegetation of drift
lines
Perennial vegetation of
stony banks
Salicornia and other
annuals colonising mud
and sand
Shifting dunes along the
shoreline with
Ammophila arenaria
(`white dunes`)
Spartina swards

Atlantic salt meadows

The New Forest SPA
Internationally important
Article 4.1 Species:
Dartford Warbler,
Nightjar, Honey Buzzard,
Nightjar, Woodlark, and
Hen Harrier

Attribute

NA

Habitat extent

No change in extent of estuary feature. No
change in physico-chemical characteristics and
sediment budget. No change in community
composition and abundance.
No decrease in sandbank extent.

NA

Habitat extent

No decrease in mudflat and sandflat extent.

NA
NA

Habitat extent
Habitat extent

NA

Habitat extent

No decrease in extent of coastal lagoons.
No decrease in extent of annual vegetation drift
line.
No decrease in extent of perennial vegetation.

NA

Habitat extent

No decrease in extent of Salicornia.

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

No decrease in extent of shifting dunes along
the shoreline. No change in sediment
transport.

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

The total extent of Spartina swards is
maintained. Component vegetation types and
notable species are maintained. No obvious
modification to structural features.
The total extent of Atlantic salt meadows is
maintained. Component vegetation types and
notable species are maintained. No obvious
modification to structural features.

North Atlantic wet heaths

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

European dry heaths

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Mires
Inland water bodies
(standing water, running
water)

Habitat extent
Habitat extent function
and structure

Bogs. Marshes. Water
fringed vegetation. Fens
Broad-leaved deciduous
woodland

Habitat extent and
structure
Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Coniferous woodland

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Dry grassland

Habitat extent and
structure
Habitat extent and
structure

Humid grassland.
Mesophile grassland

Habitat extent,
distribution, salinity and
water quality

Target

Potential impacts

This policy could result in
the loss of habitat (i.e.
estuary, mudflat, coastal
lagoon, Atlantic salt
meadows and Salicornia) as
a result of the footprint
effects (though these would
be dependent on the
realignment measures.
Prevention of the breach of
the spit would prevent the
alteration to the coastal
processes that create the
unique habitats within this
site (i.e. estuaries, Atlantic
salt meadows, mudflats and
sandflats, and coastal
lagoons).

No decrease in wet heath extent. Component
vegetation types should be present. No
obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in dry heath extent. Component
vegetation types should be present. No
obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in valley mire extent.
Continuity of the river is not disturbed by
anthropogenic activities. Undisturbed migration
of aquatic organisms and sediment transport.
No net changes in habitat morphology including
extent of ponds.
No decrease in extent of water body habitats.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in woodland extent. Component
vegetation types should be present. No
obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in woodland extent. Component
vegetation types should be present. No
obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in grassland extent. No obvious
modification to structural features.
No decrease in grassland extent. No obvious
modification to structural features.

Yes

Key plans/policies in
combination

Furthermore, there are no
pathways by which physical
processes within the site
would be affected, or where
physical processes resulting
from managed realignment
could act on the site and its
interest species.

No

Likely significant
effect in
combination

Conclusion

Same as above

The policies of the
adjacent SMP for the
units to the east of
Hurst Spit could act
in-combination with
the effects from this
policy.

This shoreline
management option could
have a likely significant
effect on the Solent
Maritime SAC.

Same as above

The policies of the
adjacent SMP could
result in impacts that
would not be
exacerbated by this
policy within this
SMP.

This shoreline
management option will not
have a likely significant
effect on the New Forest
SPA.

The New Forest SPA lies
several kilometres from the
shoreline, and would not be
directly affected by the
managed realignment.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

Likely significant
effect alone
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Primary Qualifying
feature

Supporting Habitat

Option 3 – Managed realignment
New Forest SAC
Oligotrophic waters
NA
containing very few
minerals of sandy plains
(Littorelletalia uniflorae)

Attribute

Habitat extent, vegetation
composition, water and
morphology
characteristics

Oligotrophic to
mesotrophic standing
waters with vegetation of
the Littorelletea uniflorae
and/or of the IsoëtoNanojuncetea
Northern Atlantic wet
heaths with Erica tetralix

NA

Habitat extent, vegetation
composition, water and
morphology
characteristics

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

European dry heaths

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Molinia meadows on
calcareous, peaty or
clayey-silt-laden soils
(Molinion caeruleae

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Depressions on peat
substrates of the
Rhynchosporion

NA

Bog woodland

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Old acidophilous oak
woods with Quercus
robur on sandy plains

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Alluvial forests with
Alnus glutinosa and
Fraxinus excelsior (AlnoPadion, Alnion incanae,
Salicion albae)
Asperulo-Fagetum
beech forests

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Atlantic acidophilous
beech forests with Ilex
and sometimes also
Taxus in the shrublayer
(Quercion roboripetraeae or IliciFagenion)

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Target

Potential impacts

Key plans/policies in
combination

Likely significant
effect in
combination

Conclusion

No loss of standing water extent.
No decrease in inflow the standing water.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No change in water quality and sediment load.
No loss of standing water extent.
No decrease in inflow the standing water.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No change in water quality and sediment load.
The total extent of wet heath is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features.
The total extent of dry heath is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features.
The total extent of Molinia meadows is
maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of depressions on peat
substrates.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No decrease in bog woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in bog woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in alluvial forest extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.

The New Forest SAC lies
several kilometres from the
shoreline, and would not be
directly affected by the
managed realignment
measures.
Furthermore, there are no
pathways by which physical
processes within the site
would be affected, or where
physical processes resulting
from managed realignment
could act on the site and its
interest species.

No

Same as above

The policies of the
adjacent SMP could
result in impacts that
would not be
exacerbated by this
policy within this
SMP.

This shoreline
management option will not
have a likely significant
effect on the New Forest
SAC.

No decrease in beech forest extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in beech forest extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

Likely significant
effect alone
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Primary Qualifying
feature

Supporting Habitat

Option 3 – Managed realignment
Avon Valley SPA
Internationally important
Humid grassland.
Article 4.1 Species:
Mesophile grassland
Bewick’s Swan, and
Inland water bodies
Article 4.2 Species:
(standing water, running
overwintering Gadwall
water)

River Avon SAC
Water courses of plain to
montane levels with the
Ranunculion fluitantis
and CallitrichoBatrachion vegetation
Desmoulin’s Whorl-Snail

Sea Lamprey

Brook Lamprey
Atlantic Salmon
Bullhead

Attribute

Habitat extent and
structure
Habitat extent function
and structure

Broad-leaved deciduous
woodland

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

NA

Habitat extent function
and structure

NA

Population and habitat
extent

NA

NA
NA
NA

Migration, population,
food availability and water
quality

Same as above
Same as above
Same as above

Target

Potential impacts

No decrease in grassland extent.
No obvious modification to structural features.
Continuity of the river is not disturbed by
anthropogenic activities.
Undisturbed migration of aquatic organisms
and sediment transport.
No net changes in habitat morphology including
extent and characteristics associated with
Blashford Lakes and Gravel Pits.
No decrease in woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.

Managed realignment could
result in the direct loss of
supporting habitats
particularly terrestrial
grassland, which could
adversely affect populations
of the site’s interest species.

Continuity of the river is not disturbed by
anthropogenic activities.
Undisturbed migration of aquatic organisms
and sediment transport.
No net changes in habitat morphology
No loss of habitat associated with the
Desmoulin’s Whorl-Snail.
No decline in Desmoulin’s Whorl-Snail
numbers.
The migratory passage is not obstructed or
impeded by physical barriers, changes in flows
or poor water quality.
The size of the population is at a level that is
sustainable in the long term.
The abundance of prey species forming the
food resource within the estuary is maintained.
Toxic contaminants in the water column and
sediment are below levels which would pose a
risk to the ecological objectives described
above.
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above

Managed realignment is not
expected to result in any
direct footprint effects in
relation to the loss of
habitats for which the site is
designated.

Managed realignment could,
if it resulted in changes to
the hydrological processes,
alter the supporting
grassland habitats, and
consequently affect the
populations of the site’s
interest species.

If the realignment measures
resulted in potential
obstruction to passage of
migratory fish, this could
result in an adverse effect
on their populations.
The realignment measures
could result in changes in
the hydrological regime
particularly the tidal limit and
saline influence within the
river, with the subsequent
loss of freshwater habitat for
which the site is designated.
However, this would be a
natural change and as such
would not be seen to be a
significant effect wrought by
human intervention.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

Likely significant
effect alone

Yes

Yes

Key plans/policies in
combination

Likely significant
effect in
combination

Conclusion

Same as above

No in-combination
effects anticipated
with related plans.

This shoreline
management option could
have a likely significant
effect on the Avon Valley
SPA.

Same as above

No in-combination
effects anticipated
with related plans.

This shoreline
management option could
have a likely significant
effect on the River Avon
SAC.

9T2052/HRA Final Scoping/303576/Exet
79

January 2010

Primary Qualifying
feature

Supporting Habitat

Option 3 – Managed realignment
Dorset Heathlands SPA
Internationally important
North Atlantic wet heaths
Article 4.1 Species:
Dartford Warbler,
Nightjar, Woodlark, and
Hen Harrier
European dry heaths

Dry grassland
Coastal sand dunes.
Sand beaches.
Machair.

Poole Harbour SPA
Internationally important
Article 4.1 Species:
Common Tern,
Mediterranean Gull,
Aquatic Warbler, Little
Egret, Avocet, Blacktailed Godwit, Shelduck,
and Article 4.2 Species:
which includes at least
20,000 waterfowl

Attribute

Habitat extent,
composition and structure
Habitat extent,
composition and structure
Habitat extent and
structure
Habitat extent and
vegetation communities

Coastal wetlands
Bogs. Marshes. Water
fringed vegetation. Fens
Inland water bodies
(standing water, running
water)

Habitat extent
Habitat extent and
structure
Habitat extent function
and structure

Acid Mires

Habitat extent

Broad-leaved deciduous
woodland

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Coniferous woodland

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Intertidal mud-flats
Saltmarsh

Habitat extent
Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Bogs. Marshes. Water
fringed vegetation. Fens

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Inland water bodies
(standing water, running
water)

Habitat extent function
and structure

Grazing marsh
Mires

Habitat extent
Habitat extent

Target

Potential impacts

No decrease in wet heath extent
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in dry heath extent
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in grassland extent.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in dune or Machair extent.
No net loss of sand beaches.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No decrease in coastal wetland extent.
No decrease in extent of water body habitats.
No obvious modification to structural features.
Continuity of the river is not disturbed by
anthropogenic activities.
Undisturbed migration of aquatic organisms
and sediment transport.
No net changes in habitat morphology.
No decrease in acid valley mire extent.

Key plans/policies in
combination

The policy could result in
the direct loss of supporting
habitat (i.e. wet heath, fens,
coastal wetlands) due to
direct footprint effects of the
realignment measures,
which could adversely affect
the populations of the site’s
interest species.
With managed realignment
the physical regime of
terrestrial heathland and
supporting habitats would
change to coastal and
intertidal. This would result
in a net change in the
habitats that support the
populations of the site’s
interest species.

No decrease in woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in intertidal mud-flats extent.
No decrease in saltmarsh extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of water body habitats, in
particular reedbeds.
No obvious modification to structural features
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
Continuity of the river is not disturbed by
anthropogenic activities.
Undisturbed migration of aquatic organisms
and sediment transport.
No net changes in habitat morphology.
No loss of grazing marsh extent.
No decrease in valley mire extent.

Yes

Likely significant
effect in
combination

Conclusion

Same as above

The potential
increased
development in the
surrounding area
could further
constrain the
adaptation of habitats
or prevent migration
of heathland and
supporting habitats
outside the site
boundary.

This shoreline
management option could
have a likely significant
effect on the Dorset
Heathlands SPA.

Same as above

The potential
increased
development and
associated
disturbance in the
surrounding area
could result in an incombination effect
with the habitat loss.

This shoreline
management option could
have a likely significant
effect on the Poole Harbour
SPA.

Managed realignment could
result in the direct footprint
loss of supporting habitats,
which could affect the
populations of the site’s
interest species.
Managed realignment would
reduce the effects of coastal
squeeze by providing area
for intertidal habitats
(mudflats and saltmarsh) to
retreat with changing sea
levels, however, freshwater
habitats (bogs, marshes,
fens, water fringed
vegetation, grazing marsh,
and inland water bodies)
would be lost as a result,
which would affect the
populations of the site’s
interest species that exploit
these habitats.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

Likely significant
effect alone

Yes
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Primary Qualifying
feature

Supporting Habitat

Option 3 – Managed realignment
Dorset Heaths SAC
Northern Atlantic wet
NA
heaths with Erica tetralix

European dry heaths

NA

Attribute

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Depressions on peat
substrates of the
Rhynchosporion

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Molinia meadows on
calcareous, peaty or
clayey-silt-laden soils
(Molinion caeruleae)
Calcareous fens with
Cladium mariscus and
species of the Caricion
davallianae

NA

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Alkaline fens

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Old acidophilous oak
woods with Quercus
robur on sandy plains

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Habitat extent and
structure

Target

Potential impacts

The total extent of wet heath is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species of the wet heath are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features of
the heaths.
No decline in Southern Damselfly numbers.
The total extent of dry heath is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species of the dry heath are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features of
the heaths.
No decline in Southern Damselfly numbers.
No decrease in extent of depressions on peat
substrates.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No decrease in Molinia meadow extent.
No obvious modification to structural features.

Managed realignment could
result in the direct footprint
loss of habitats (wet heath,
dry heath, fens, meadows,
oak woods, and
depressions on peat
substrates) for which the
site is designated.
Managed realignment would
result in the loss of
freshwater habitats (wet
heath, dry heath, fens,
meadows, oak woods, and
depressions on peat
substrates) for which the
site is designated.

No decrease in extent of Calcareous fens.
No obvious modification to structural features
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of Alkaline fens.
No obvious modification to structural features
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

Likely significant
effect alone

Yes

Key plans/policies in
combination

Same as above

Likely significant
effect in
combination

Conclusion

The potential
increased
development in the
surrounding area
could further reduce
the area of these
habitats, as well as
the loss due to
managed realignment
measures.

This shoreline
management option could
have a likely significant
effect on the Dorset Heaths
SAC.
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Primary Qualifying
feature

Supporting Habitat

Attribute

Option 3 – Managed realignment
Dorset Heaths (Purbeck & Wareham) & Studland Dunes SAC
Embryonic shifting
NA
Habitat extent and
dunes
vegetation communities
Shifting dunes along the
NA
Habitat extent and
shoreline with
vegetation communities
Ammophila arenaria
(`white dunes`)
Atlantic decalcified fixed
NA
Habitat extent and
dunes (Calluno-Ulicetea)
vegetation communities
Humid dune slacks
NA
Habitat extent and
vegetation communities
Oligotrophic waters:
NA
Habitat extent, vegetation
Little Sea
composition, water and
morphology
characteristics
Northern Atlantic wet
heaths

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

European dry heaths

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Temperate Atlantic wet
heaths

NA

Alkaline fens

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Calcareous fens with
Cladium mariscus and
species of the Caricion
davallianae

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Depressions on peat
substrates of the
Rhynchosporion

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Molinia meadows on
calcareous, peaty or
clayey-silt-laden soils
(Molinion caeruleae)
Old acidophilous oak
woods with Quercus
robur on sandy plains

NA

Habitat extent and
structure

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Bog woodland

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Target

Potential impacts

Key plans/policies in
combination

Likely significant
effect in
combination

Conclusion

The potential
increased
development in the
surrounding area
could further reduce
the area of these
habitats, as well as
the loss due to
managed realignment
measures.

This shoreline
management option could
have a likely significant
effect on the Dorset Heaths
(Purbeck & Wareham) &
Studland Dunes SAC.

No decrease in dune extent and
component vegetation types should be present.
No decrease in dune extent and
component vegetation types should be present.
No decrease in dune extent and
component vegetation types should be present.
No decrease in slack dune extent/area and
component vegetation types should be present.
No loss of standing water extent.
No decrease in inflow the standing water.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No change in water quality and sediment load.
The total extent Northern Atlantic wet heaths is
maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species of the heaths are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features of
the heaths.
The total extent of dry heaths is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species of the heaths are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features of
the heaths.
The total extent of wet heaths is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species of the heaths are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features of
the heaths.
No decrease in extent of Alkaline fens.
No obvious modification to structural features
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of Calcareous fens.
No obvious modification to structural features
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of depressions on peat
substrates.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No decrease in Molinia meadow extent.
No obvious modification to structural features.

Managed realignment could
result in the direct footprint
loss of habitats (dunes,
oligotrophic waters, wet
heath, dry heath, fens,
meadows, oak woods,
depressions on peat
substrates, and bog
woodland) for which the site
is designated.
Managed realignment would
result in the loss of habitats
(particularly freshwater
habitats such as wet heath,
dry heath, fens, meadows,
oak woods, depressions on
peat substrates, and bog
woodland) for which the site
is designated. Dune
habitats could potentially
retreat as part of the
processes resulting from the
managed realignment
measures.

Yes

Same as above

No decrease in woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of bog woodland.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

Likely significant
effect alone
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Primary Qualifying
feature

Supporting Habitat

Option 3 – Managed realignment
Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs SAC
Vegetated sea cliffs of
NA
the Atlantic and Baltic
coasts
Semi-natural dry
NA
grasslands and
scrubland facies: on
calcareous substrates
(Festuco-Brometalia)
Annual vegetation of drift NA
lines

Attribute

Habitat extent and
vegetation communities
Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Habitat extent

Target

Potential impacts

No decrease in vegetated sea cliff extent.
Component vegetation types and geological
features should be present.
The total extent of semi-natural grassland and
scrubland is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of annual vegetation drift
line.

Currently undefended
vegetated sea cliffs.
Managed realignment would
result in loss of vegetated
cliff and semi-natural dry
grassland and scrub habitat
for which the site is
designated.
Changes to the existing
geomorphological regime
could affect nearshore
vegetated sea cliff habitat
and associated
communities.

Likely significant
effect alone

Yes

Key plans/policies in
combination

Same as above

Likely significant
effect in
combination

Conclusion

Potential incombination effects
could occur
depending on the
policy selected by the
SMP to the west.

This shoreline
management option will
have a likely significant
effect on the Isle of
Portland to Studland Cliff
SAC.

No in-combination
effects anticipated
with related plans.

This shoreline
management option will not
have a likely significant
effect on the St Albans
Head to Durlston Head
SAC.

Altered erosion and waves
could alter the communities
on the vegetated sea cliff
and drift line vegetation
communities.
St Albans Head to Durlston Head SAC
Vegetated sea cliffs of
NA
the Atlantic and Baltic
coasts
Semi-natural dry
NA
grasslands and
scrubland facies: on
calcareous substrates
(Festuco-Brometalia)
(important orchid sites)

Habitat extent and
vegetation communities
Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

No decrease in vegetated sea cliff extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
The total extent of semi-natural grassland and
scrubland is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features.

This site lies outside the
SMP area. Based on the
coastal processes of the
area it is unlikely that
managed realignment
measures relating to this
policy would result in
changes in the coastal
processes adjacent to this
site.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

No

Same as above
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Primary Qualifying
feature

Supporting Habitat

Option 4 – No active intervention
Isle of Wight Downs SAC
Vegetated sea cliffs of
NA
the Atlantic and Baltic
coasts
Semi-natural dry
NA
grasslands and
scrubland facies: on
calcareous substrates
(Festuco-Brometalia)
Semi-natural dry
NA
grasslands and
scrubland facies: on
calcareous substrates
(Festuco-Brometalia)

South Wight Maritime SAC
Reefs
NA

Vegetated sea cliffs of
the Atlantic and Baltic
coasts
Submerged or partially
submerged sea caves

Attribute

Habitat extent and
vegetation communities
Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Habitat extent, species
and physical
characteristics

NA

Habitat extent and
vegetation communities

NA

Structure

Target

Potential impacts

No decrease in vegetated sea cliff extent.
Component vegetation types and geological
features should be present.
The total European dry heath is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species of European dry heath are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features of
the heaths.
The total extent of semi-natural grassland and
scrubland is maintained.
Component vegetation types and species are
maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features.

No direct effect as this is
outside the SMP area.
Indirect effect of doing
nothing at the SMP units
nearby would have no
adverse affect due to the
distance and the unlikely
occurrence of changes to
the coastal processes at this
site.

No

Key plans/policies in
combination

Likely significant
effect in
combination

Conclusion

New Forest District Council
Development Framework.
Borough of Christchurch
Local Plan.
Sustainable Future for
Purbeck.
Christchurch and East
Dorset Core Strategy.
Christchurch Beaches and
Hinterland Management
Plan.
Hengistbury Head
Management Plan.
Christchurch Quay and
Quomps Management
Plan.
Durlston Bay Coastal
Strategy Study.
Mudeford Quay
Management Plan.
Mudeford Sandbank
Management Plan.
New Forest District Coastal
Management Plan.

No in-combination
effects anticipated
with related plans.

This shoreline management
option will not have a likely
significant effect the Isle of
Wight Downs SAC.

Same as above

No in-combination
effects anticipated
with related plans.

This shoreline management
option will not have a likely
significant effect on the
South Wight Maritime SAC.

No direct effect as this is
outside the SMP area.

Extent of reef is maintained.
Reef community maintained.
Supporting physical and ecological processes
of the reef maintained.
No decrease in vegetated sea cliff extent.
Component vegetation types and geological
features should be present.
No change in the structure of sea caves and
associated ecological communities.

Indirect effect of managed
realignment at nearby units
is unlikely to result in an
adverse effect due to the
distance and the unlikely
occurrence of changes to
the coastal processes at this
site.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

Likely significant
effect alone

No
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Primary Qualifying
feature

Supporting Habitat

Attribute

Option 4 – No active intervention
Solent Southampton Water SPA
Internationally important
Estuaries
Article 4.1 Species
including: various Tern
and Article 4.2 Species:
Black-tailed Godwit,
Dark-bellied Brent
Saline lagoons
Goose, Ringed Plover,
Mud-flats
Teal and at least 20,000
Saltmarshes
waterfowl

Habitat extent
Habitat extent
Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Saline lagoons

Habitat extent and quality

Shingle beach

Habitat extent,
morphological
composition / structure
Habitat extent and
vegetation communities

Coastal sand dunes.
Sand beaches. Machair.

Habitat extent,
distribution, salinity and
water quality

Bogs.
Marshes.
Water fringed vegetation.
Fens

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Inland water bodies
(standing water, running
water)

Habitat extent function
and structure

Broad-leaved deciduous
woodland

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Humid grassland.
Mesophile grassland
Grazing marsh

Habitat extent and
structure
Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Target

Potential impacts

No change in extent of estuary feature.
No change in physico-chemical characteristics
and sediment budget.
No change in community composition and
abundance.
No decrease in extent of lagoon.
No decrease in mud-flat extent.
No decrease in saltmarsh extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of saline lagoons.
No change in water chemistry and quality.
No decrease in extent of shingle beach.
No change in sediment composition or
structure.
No decrease in dune or Machair extent.
No net loss of sand beaches.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No decrease in extent of water body habitats, in
particular reedbeds.
No obvious modification to structural features
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
Continuity of the river is not disturbed by
anthropogenic activities.
Undisturbed migration of aquatic organisms
and sediment transport.
No net changes in habitat morphology.
No decrease in woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in grassland extent.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of grazing marsh.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.

No active intervention
would, in the medium to
long term, enable the spit
and shingle beach to retreat
in response to sea level
rise. This may result in the
loss of supporting habitats
(i.e. saline lagoons,
mudflats, saltmarsh, and
sand dunes) where there is
no landward area for these
habitats to retreat and
develop, and as such an
adverse affect on the
populations of the site’s
interest species could arise
due to manmade
constraints.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

Likely significant
effect alone

Yes

Key plans/policies in
combination

Same as above

Likely significant
effect in
combination

Conclusion

The policies of the
adjacent SMP for
the units to the east
of Hurst Spit could
act in-combination
with the effects from
this policy.

This shoreline management
option could have a likely
significant effect on the
Solent Southampton Water
SPA interest species.
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Primary Qualifying
feature

Supporting Habitat

Option 4 – No active intervention
Solent Maritime SAC
Estuaries
NA

Sandbanks which are
slightly covered by sea
water all the time
Mudflats and sandflats
not covered by seawater
at low tide
Coastal lagoons
Annual vegetation of drift
lines
Perennial vegetation of
stony banks
Salicornia and other
annuals colonising mud
and sand
Shifting dunes along the
shoreline with
Ammophila arenaria
(`white dunes`)
Spartina swards

Atlantic salt meadows

The New Forest SPA
Internationally important
Article 4.1 Species:
Dartford Warbler,
Nightjar, Honey Buzzard,
Nightjar, Woodlark, and
Hen Harrier

Attribute

Habitat extent,
distribution, salinity and
water quality

Target

NA

Habitat extent

No change in extent of estuary feature. No
change in physico-chemical characteristics and
sediment budget. No change in community
composition and abundance.
No decrease in sandbank extent.

NA

Habitat extent

No decrease in mudflat and sandflat extent.

NA
NA

Habitat extent
Habitat extent

NA

Habitat extent

No decrease in extent of coastal lagoons.
No decrease in extent of annual vegetation drift
line.
No decrease in extent of perennial vegetation.

NA

Habitat extent

No decrease in extent of Salicornia.

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

No decrease in extent of shifting dunes along
the shoreline. No change in sediment
transport.

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

The total extent of Spartina swards is
maintained. Component vegetation types and
notable species are maintained. No obvious
modification to structural features.
The total extent of Atlantic salt meadows is
maintained. Component vegetation types and
notable species are maintained. No obvious
modification to structural features.

North Atlantic wet heaths

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

European dry heaths

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Mires
Inland water bodies
(standing water, running
water)

Habitat extent
Habitat extent function
and structure

Bogs. Marshes. Water
fringed vegetation. Fens
Broad-leaved deciduous
woodland

Habitat extent and
structure
Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Coniferous woodland

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Dry grassland

Habitat extent and
structure
Habitat extent and
structure

Humid grassland.
Mesophile grassland

Potential impacts

No active intervention
would, in the medium to
long term, result in the spit
and shingle beach to
retreating and possibly
breaching in response to
sea level rise. This may
result in the loss of
supporting habitats (i.e.
saline lagoons, mudflats,
and saltmarsh) where there
is no landward area for
these habitats to retreat and
develop, and as such an
adverse affect on the
habitats for which the site is
designated could arise due
to manmade constraints.

No decrease in wet heath extent. Component
vegetation types should be present. No
obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in dry heath extent. Component
vegetation types should be present. No
obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in valley mire extent.
Continuity of the river is not disturbed by
anthropogenic activities. Undisturbed migration
of aquatic organisms and sediment transport.
No net changes in habitat morphology including
extent of ponds.
No decrease in extent of water body habitats.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in woodland extent. Component
vegetation types should be present. No
obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in woodland extent. Component
vegetation types should be present. No
obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in grassland extent. No obvious
modification to structural features.
No decrease in grassland extent.
No obvious modification to structural features.

The New Forest SPA lies
several kilometres from the
shoreline, and would not be
directly or indirectly by no
intervention within the SMP
study area.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

Likely significant
effect alone

Yes

No

Likely significant
effect in
combination

Conclusion

Same as above

The policies of the
adjacent SMP for
the units to the east
of Hurst Spit could
act in-combination
with the effects from
this policy.

This shoreline management
option could have a likely
significant effect on the
Solent Maritime SAC.

Same as above

The policies of the
adjacent SMP could
result in impacts that
would not be
exacerbated by this
policy within this
SMP.

This shoreline management
option will not have a likely
significant effect on the New
Forest SPA.

Key plans/policies in
combination
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Primary Qualifying
feature

Supporting Habitat

Option 4 – No active intervention
New Forest SAC
Oligotrophic waters
NA
containing very few
minerals of sandy plains
(Littorelletalia uniflorae)

Attribute

Habitat extent, vegetation
composition, water and
morphology
characteristics

Oligotrophic to
mesotrophic standing
waters with vegetation of
the Littorelletea uniflorae
and/or of the IsoëtoNanojuncetea
Northern Atlantic wet
heaths with Erica tetralix

NA

Habitat extent, vegetation
composition, water and
morphology
characteristics

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

European dry heaths

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Molinia meadows on
calcareous, peaty or
clayey-silt-laden soils
(Molinion caeruleae)

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Depressions on peat
substrates of the
Rhynchosporion

NA

Bog woodland

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Old acidophilous oak
woods with Quercus
robur on sandy plains

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Alluvial forests with
Alnus glutinosa and
Fraxinus excelsior (AlnoPadion, Alnion incanae,
Salicion albae)
Asperulo-Fagetum
beech forests

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Atlantic acidophilous
beech forests with Ilex
and sometimes also
Taxus in the shrublayer
(Quercion roboripetraeae or IliciFagenion)

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Target

Potential impacts

Key plans/policies in
combination

Likely significant
effect in
combination

Conclusion

The policies of the
adjacent SMP could
result in impacts that
would not be
exacerbated by this
policy within this
SMP.

This shoreline management
option will not have a likely
significant effect on the New
Forest SAC.

No loss of standing water extent.
No decrease in inflow the standing water.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No change in water quality and sediment load.
No loss of standing water extent.
No decrease in inflow the standing water.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No change in water quality and sediment load.
The total extent of wet heath is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features.
The total extent of dry heath is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features.
The total extent of Molinia meadows is
maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of depressions on peat
substrates.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No decrease in bog woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in bog woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in alluvial forest extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.

The New Forest SPA lies
several kilometres from the
shoreline, and would not be
directly or indirectly by no
intervention within the SMP
study area.

No

Same as above

No decrease in beech forest extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in beech forest extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

Likely significant
effect alone
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Primary Qualifying
feature

Supporting Habitat

Option 4 – No active intervention
Avon Valley SPA
Internationally important
Humid grassland.
Article 4.1 Species:
Mesophile grassland
Bewick’s Swan, and
Inland water bodies
Article 4.2 Species:
(standing water, running
overwintering Gadwall
water)

River Avon SAC
Water courses of plain to
montane levels with the
Ranunculion fluitantis
and CallitrichoBatrachion vegetation
Desmoulin’s Whorl-Snail

Sea Lamprey

Brook Lamprey
Atlantic Salmon
Bullhead

Attribute

Habitat extent and
structure
Habitat extent function
and structure

Broad-leaved deciduous
woodland

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

NA

Habitat extent function
and structure

NA

Population and habitat
extent

NA

NA
NA
NA

Migration, population,
food availability and water
quality

Same as above
Same as above
Same as above

Target

Potential impacts

No decrease in grassland extent.
No obvious modification to structural features.
Continuity of the river is not disturbed by
anthropogenic activities.
Undisturbed migration of aquatic organisms
and sediment transport.
No net changes in habitat morphology including
extent and characteristics associated with
Blashford Lakes and Gravel Pits.
No decrease in woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.

No active intervention
would, in the medium to
long term, result in the
migration of estuarine
waters, which would create
pressure and therefore
losses on the terrestrial
habitats (i.e. grassland)
where there is no landward
area for these habitats to
retreat and develop, and as
such an adverse affect on
the populations of the site’s
interest species could arise
due to the loss of this
supporting habitat due to
manmade constraints.

Continuity of the river is not disturbed by
anthropogenic activities.
Undisturbed migration of aquatic organisms
and sediment transport.
No net changes in habitat morphology
No loss of habitat associated with the
Desmoulin’s Whorl-Snail.
No decline in Desmoulin’s Whorl-Snail
numbers.
The migratory passage is not obstructed or
impeded by physical barriers, changes in flows
or poor water quality.
The size of the population is at a level that is
sustainable in the long term.
The abundance of prey species forming the
food resource within the estuary is maintained.
Toxic contaminants in the water column and
sediment are below levels which would pose a
risk to the ecological objectives described
above.
Same as above
Same as above
Same as above

No active intervention
would, in the medium to
long term, result in the
migration of estuarine
waters, in response to sea
level rise, however, being a
natural evolution of the site
and its habitat, this would
not result in an adverse
impact.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

Likely significant
effect alone

Yes

No

Key plans/policies in
combination

Likely significant
effect in
combination

Conclusion

Same as above

No in-combination
effects anticipated
with related plans.

This shoreline management
option could have a likely
significant effect on the
Avon Valley SPA.

Same as above

No in-combination
effects anticipated
with related plans.

This shoreline management
option will not have a likely
significant effect on the
River Avon SAC.

9T2052/HRA Final Scoping/303576/Exet
88

January 2010

Primary Qualifying
feature

Supporting Habitat

Option 4 – No active intervention
Dorset Heathlands SPA
Internationally important
North Atlantic wet heaths
Article 4.1 Species:
Dartford Warbler,
Nightjar, Woodlark, and
Hen Harrier
European dry heaths

Dry grassland
Coastal sand dunes.
Sand beaches.
Machair.

Poole Harbour SPA
Internationally important
Article 4.1 Species:
Common Tern,
Mediterranean Gull,
Aquatic Warbler, Little
Egret, Avocet, Blacktailed Godwit, Shelduck,
and Article 4.2 Species:
which includes at least
20,000 waterfowl

Attribute

Habitat extent,
composition and structure
Habitat extent,
composition and structure
Habitat extent and
structure
Habitat extent and
vegetation communities

Coastal wetlands
Bogs. Marshes. Water
fringed vegetation. Fens
Inland water bodies
(standing water, running
water)

Habitat extent
Habitat extent and
structure
Habitat extent function
and structure

Acid Mires
Broad-leaved deciduous
woodland

Habitat extent
Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Coniferous woodland

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Intertidal mud-flats
Saltmarsh

Habitat extent
Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Bogs. Marshes. Water
fringed vegetation. Fens

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Inland water bodies
(standing water, running
water)

Habitat extent function
and structure

Grazing marsh
Mires

Habitat extent
Habitat extent

Target

Potential impacts

No decrease in wet heath extent
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in dry heath extent
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in grassland extent.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in dune or Machair extent.
No net loss of sand beaches.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No decrease in coastal wetland extent.
No decrease in extent of water body habitats.
No obvious modification to structural features.
Continuity of the river is not disturbed by
anthropogenic activities.
Undisturbed migration of aquatic organisms
and sediment transport.
No net changes in habitat morphology.
No decrease in acid valley mire extent.
No decrease in woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.

No active intervention
would, in the medium to
long term, result in the
migration of intertidal and
dune habitats, which would
create pressure and
therefore losses on the
terrestrial habitats (wet
heaths, dry heaths,
grassland, freshwater
habitats, and woodland)
where there is no landward
area for these habitats to
retreat and develop, and as
such an adverse affect on
the populations of the site’s
interest species could arise
due to the loss of this
supporting habitat due to
manmade constraints.

No decrease in intertidal mud-flats extent.
No decrease in saltmarsh extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of water body habitats, in
particular reedbeds.
No obvious modification to structural features
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
Continuity of the river is not disturbed by
anthropogenic activities.
Undisturbed migration of aquatic organisms
and sediment transport.
No net changes in habitat morphology.
No loss of grazing marsh extent.
No decrease in valley mire extent.

Yes

Key plans/policies in
combination

A variety of supporting
terrestrial habitats could be
lost due to their inability to
retreat to higher ground due
to existing development and
other anthropological
constraints, consequently,
resulting in a possible
deterioration in the
population of Aquatic
Warbler.

Yes

Likely significant
effect in
combination

Conclusion

Same as above

The potential
increased
development in the
surrounding area
could further
constrain the
adaptation of
habitats or prevent
migration of
heathland and
supporting habitats
outside the site
boundary.

This shoreline management
option could have a likely
significant effect on the
Dorset Heathlands SPA.

Same as above

The potential
increased
development and
associated
disturbance in the
surrounding area
could result in an incombination effect
with the habitat loss.

This shoreline management
option could have a likely
significant effect on the
Poole Harbour SPA.

No active intervention
would, in the medium to
long term, reduce the
effects of coastal squeeze
by providing area for
habitats to retreat with
changing sea levels
following deterioration of
existing defences.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
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Likely significant
effect alone
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Primary Qualifying
feature

Supporting Habitat

Option 4 – No active intervention
Dorset Heaths SAC
Northern Atlantic wet
NA
heaths with Erica tetralix

European dry heaths

NA

Attribute

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Depressions on peat
substrates of the
Rhynchosporion

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Molinia meadows on
calcareous, peaty or
clayey-silt-laden soils
(Molinion caeruleae)
Calcareous fens with
Cladium mariscus and
species of the Caricion
davallianae

NA

Habitat extent and
structure

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Alkaline fens

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Old acidophilous oak
woods with Quercus
robur on sandy plains

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Target

Potential impacts

The total extent of wet heath is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species of the wet heath are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features of
the heaths.
No decline in Southern Damselfly numbers.
The total extent of dry heath is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species of the dry heath are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features of
the heaths.
No decline in Southern Damselfly numbers.
No decrease in extent of depressions on peat
substrates.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No decrease in Molinia meadow extent.
No obvious modification to structural features.

No active intervention and
the resulting sea level rise in
the medium to long-term
would result in the loss of
freshwater habitats (wet
heath, dry heath, fens,
meadows, oak woods, and
depressions on peat
substrates) for which the
site is designated, where
these cannot colonise and
develop inland and on
higher land due to existing
development and other
anthropological constraints.

No decrease in extent of Calcareous fens.
No obvious modification to structural features
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of Alkaline fens.
No obvious modification to structural features
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Habitat Regulation Assessment Scoping Report

Likely significant
effect alone

Yes

Key plans/policies in
combination

Same as above

Likely significant
effect in
combination

No in-combination
effects anticipated
with related plans.

Conclusion

This shoreline management
option could have a likely
significant effect on the
Dorset Heaths SAC.
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Primary Qualifying
feature

Supporting Habitat

Attribute

Option 4 – No active intervention
Dorset Heaths (Purbeck & Wareham) & Studland Dunes SAC
Embryonic shifting
NA
Habitat extent and
dunes
vegetation communities
Shifting dunes along the
NA
Habitat extent and
shoreline with
vegetation communities
Ammophila arenaria
(`white dunes`)
Atlantic decalcified fixed
NA
Habitat extent and
dunes (Calluno-Ulicetea)
vegetation communities
Humid dune slacks
NA
Habitat extent and
vegetation communities
Oligotrophic waters:
NA
Habitat extent, vegetation
Little Sea
composition, water and
morphology
characteristics
Northern Atlantic wet
heaths

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

European dry heaths

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Temperate Atlantic wet
heaths

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Alkaline fens

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Calcareous fens with
Cladium mariscus and
species of the Caricion
davallianae

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

Depressions on peat
substrates of the
Rhynchosporion

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Molinia meadows on
calcareous, peaty or
clayey-silt-laden soils
(Molinion caeruleae)
Old acidophilous oak
woods with Quercus
robur on sandy plains

NA

Habitat extent and
structure

NA

Habitat extent,
composition and structure

NA

Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Bog woodland

Target

Potential impacts

Key plans/policies in
combination

Likely significant
effect in
combination

Conclusion

No decrease in dune extent and
component vegetation types should be present.
No decrease in dune extent and
component vegetation types should be present.
No decrease in dune extent and
component vegetation types should be present.
No decrease in slack dune extent/area and
component vegetation types should be present.
No loss of standing water extent.
No decrease in inflow the standing water.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No change in water quality and sediment load.
The total extent Northern Atlantic wet heaths is
maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species of the heaths are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features of
the heaths.
The total extent of dry heaths is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species of the heaths are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features of
the heaths.
The total extent of wet heaths is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species of the heaths are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features of
the heaths.
No decrease in extent of Alkaline fens.
No obvious modification to structural features
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of Calcareous fens.
No obvious modification to structural features
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of depressions on peat
substrates.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No decrease in Molinia meadow extent.
No obvious modification to structural features.

No active intervention and
the resulting sea level rise in
the medium to long-term
would result in the loss of
habitats (particularly
freshwater habitats such as
wet heath, dry heath, fens,
meadows, oak woods,
depressions on peat
substrates, and bog
woodland) for which the site
is designated, where the
terrestrial and freshwater
habitats cannot colonise
and develop inland and on
higher land due to existing
development and other
anthropological constraints.

Yes

Same as above

No in-combination
effects anticipated
with related plans.

This shoreline management
option could have a likely
significant effect on the
Dorset Heaths (Purbeck &
Wareham) & Studland
Dunes SAC.

No decrease in woodland extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of bog woodland.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
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Likely significant
effect alone
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Primary Qualifying
feature

Supporting Habitat

Option 4 – No active intervention
Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs SAC
Vegetated sea cliffs
NA
Semi-natural dry
grasslands and
scrublands

NA

Annual vegetation of drift NA
lines
St Albans Head to Durlston Head SAC
Vegetated sea cliffs of
NA
the Atlantic and Baltic
coasts
Semi-natural dry
NA
grasslands and
scrubland facies: on
calcareous substrates
(Festuco-Brometalia)
(important orchid sites)

Attribute

Habitat extent and
vegetation communities
Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Habitat extent

Habitat extent and
vegetation communities
Habitat extent and
physical characteristics

Target

Potential impacts

No decrease in vegetated sea cliff extent.
Component vegetation types and geological
features should be present.
The total extent of semi-natural grassland and
scrubland is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features.
No decrease in extent of annual vegetation drift
line.

Currently undefended
vegetated sea cliffs.
Continued long term erosion
and coastal processes will
maintain the existing
habitats and their
associated community
development for the lifetime
of the SMP.

No decrease in vegetated sea cliff extent.
Component vegetation types should be
present.
The total extent of semi-natural grassland and
scrubland is maintained.
Component vegetation types and notable
species are maintained.
No obvious modification to structural features.

This site lies outside the
SMP area. No active
intervention will not alter the
current physical conditions,
and as such there would be
no change in the existing
habitats and their
associated communities.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
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Likely significant
effect alone

No

No

Key plans/policies in
combination

Likely significant
effect in
combination

Conclusion

Same as above

No in-combination
effects anticipated
with related plans

This shoreline management
option will not have a likely
significant effect on the Isle
of Portland to Studland Cliff
SAC.

Same as above

No in-combination
effects anticipated
with related plans.

This shoreline management
option will not have a likely
significant effect on the St
Albans Head to Durlston
Head SAC.
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