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NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY
What is an SMP?
A Shoreline Management Plan (SMP) is a large-scale assessment of the risks
associated with coastal processes and aims to reduce the risks to the social, economic,
natural and historical environment through effective and sustainable shoreline
management. A SMP aims to manage risk by using a range of methods which reflect
both national and local priorities, to reduce the threat of flooding and erosion to people
and their property, as well as benefiting the environment, society and the economy in
line with the Government’s ‘sustainable development principles’.
Poole and Christchurch Bays

The coastline of Poole and Christchurch Bays has a very rich natural environment,
much of which is recognised for its international or national value to nature
conservation and includes the following areas of international importance:
•

Dorset Heathlands

•

Dorset Heaths

•

Avon Valley

•

River Avon

•

Poole Harbour

•

Solent Southampton Water

•

Dorset Heaths (Purbeck & Wareham) & Studland Dunes

•

Isle of Wight Downs

•

Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs

•

South Wight Maritime

•

Solent Maritime

•

St Albans Head to Durlston Head

There are also extensive stretches of the coastline that are of national nature
conservation interest mainly for their ecology and/or geology or geomorphology.
Large areas of intertidal mudflats, sandflats, reedbeds, saltmarsh and coastal
lagoons of high conservation interest occur in Poole and Christchurch Harbours,
which provide important feeding grounds for large populations of internationally
important bird species such as waders, gulls and waterfowl. The River Avon is an
ecologically important chalk stream that drains into Christchurch Harbour, and the
Avon Valley shows a greater range of habitats and a more diverse flora and fauna
than any other chalk stream valley in Britain.
Studland is an area of particular importance for its coastal geomorphology, dune
system and heathland habitat, and has been designated a Biogenetic Reserve,
which is one of only five coastal Biogenetic Reserves in Britain. The majority of the
coastline has also been designated a Sensitive Marine Area (SMA).
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Geologically much of the coastline is of national and international importance and
cover the majority of cliff frontage along Poole and Christchurch Bays (and
Harbours), Studland Bay, Swanage Bay and Durlston Bay. In fact, the majority of
this cliff frontage has been selected as Geological Conservation Review (GCR) sites
and form part of the Heritage Coast as the naturally exposed cliffs display
sediments, rocks, fossils, and other features of the landscape that make a special
contribution to the understanding and appreciation of earth science and the
geological history of Britain.
The above combination of selected natural environmental assets associated with
this particular SMP creates a coastline of great value, with a tourism economy of
national importance. However, these existing environmental assets could quite
easily be damaged by inappropriate coastal management defences.
Provision of a SEA for the SMP
The provision of a SEA for SMPs is not a statutory requirement; the driver for SEA
provision is Government policy with the intent being to ensure that the process is
transparent and has due regard to the coastal environment.
Under Directive
2001/42/EC of the European Parliament and European Council on the assessment of
the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment, a Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) must be undertaken for plans and programmes that
are required by legislative, regulatory or administrative provisions. SMPs clearly set a
framework for future development and have much in common with the kind of plans and
programmes for which the Directive is designed and therefore are subject to the SEA
process. The SEA provides a systematic appraisal of the potential environmental
consequences of high-level decision-making; by addressing strategic level issues, the
SEA process shapes the selection of the preferred option. It also directs individual
schemes towards the most appropriate solutions and locations as well as helping to
ensure that resulting schemes comply with legislation and other environmental
requirements.
The SEA is therefore intended to ensure that consideration of the socio-economic and
environmental issues relating to the coast have been central in the development and
evaluation of policy. Within the SEA process and in a manner analogous to that used
throughout the SMP process, the term ‘environment’ has been used to cover the
following receptors (as defined in Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes
Regulations, SI 1633 2004):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Population & communities (including human health, critical infrastructure etc);
Cultural heritage, including architectural and archaeological heritage;
Material assets;
Biodiversity, fauna and flora;
Soil;
Water;
Air;
Climatic factors; and
Landscape.
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The Assessment
The assessment has been provided for the suite of policies contained within the SMP
and outlined in Section 4 of the Environmental Report.
The SEA process has developed two distinct and key documents; a Scoping report and
an Environmental report. The Scoping report established an environmental baseline for
the Poole and Christchurch Bays coastline and through doing so developed a series of
SEA assessment criteria, by which the SMP policies could be assessed. The Scoping
report underwent a four week consultation period with the Poole and Christchurch Bays
SMP Client Steering Group (itself comprised of statutory consultees, including the
appropriate local authorities and government agencies).
Following the consultation period and the provision of feedback by the statutory
consultees, the environmental assessment of preferred SMP policy was undertaken
using the SEA objectives and indicators agreed through the consultation period;
with this report being the summation of that process. The key environmental issues
identified and agreed through the Scoping Report on the Poole and Christchurch Bays
coastline are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Protection of vulnerable, low lying coastal communities and the socio-economic
features and issues which support them in regard to the effects of sea level rise;
Reduction in public open spaces due to coastal cliff retreat;
The loss of designated intertidal habitat located seaward of existing defences
due to sea level rise;
Threat to biodiversity due to sea level rise and the interactions between various
coastal habitat types;
Maintenance of environmental conditions to support biodiversity and the quality
of life;
Loss of or damage to geological and geomorphological interest features on the
coast due to unsympathetic cliff stabilisation and coastal/flood defence works;
Interruption of sediment supplies by defence works leading to exacerbated
erosion problems elsewhere; and
Potential threats to low lying historic and archaeological features located behind
current defences.

The methodology used to identify and predict the significant likely environmental effects
related to implementing the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP involved the use of an
evidence-based, expert judgement system based on the widely accepted SourcePathway-Receptor model (SPR). Due to the intricate and multivariate nature of SMPs,
the appraisal took the form of a qualitative assessment based on professional
judgement and supported by peer-reviewed literature, with the outcomes being scored
predominately in seven categories between major positive and major negative:
The assessment has been provided at two levels:
1) Primary analysis of each Policy Development Zone (PDZ) which includes a
detailed assessment at the policy unit level; and
2) Secondary analysis which seeks to establish the overall effects at the PDZ level
and the plan as a whole.
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The primary analysis was recorded on a series of detailed assessment tables which fully
documented the effect of SMP policy for all units within each PDZ with regards to the
assessment criteria. A full detailed record of this primary assessment is provided in
Annex I, however it should be noted that these assessments are only preliminary until
consultation and finalisation of this Environmental Report is complete. In addition to
providing the results of this assessment, the Environmental Report also provides
monitoring and mitigatory measures to ensure that the effects of the SMP on the Poole
and Christchurch coastline are minimised as far as possible. The specification of
monitoring and the actions to enact the monitoring requirements will be included within
the SMP Action Plan. This approach provides the most robust mechanism for delivery,
since the SMP Action Plan is a) directly linked to SMP delivery and b) builds on the
organisational roles developed within the SMP process.
Conclusions
A key driver for the development of SMP policy was the provision of a balance between
the two contrasting requirements of ensuring the continued defence of established
settlements on a fixed coastline, while promoting coastal dynamism and ensuring that
areas of the Poole and Christchurch Bays coastline retain this special quality. In a wider
context, the maintenance of this balance is dependent upon sediment movement along
the coast and the manner in which the coast develops in response to this. In pursuit of
the provision of this balance, the SMP has devised a strategic approach to
management, which focuses on the holding of locations which are key features /
receptors, while enabling the natural evolution of the coast in areas between fixed
points. A further complexity has been the need to sustainably manage coastal habitat
which has responded to previous coastal management practice. It is in providing this
balance that localised conflicts occur. By maintaining the protection of historic
settlements and coastal communities, the potential exists for significant adverse effects
on coastal habitat to arise from factors such as coastal squeeze and the limiting of
sediment movement along the coast and geological exposure of cliffs.
On the basis of this SEA, the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP has moderately
provided this balance; less than 40 significant adverse effects were identified out of
approximately 600 assessments, with the majority of the remaining effects being either
minor positive or neutral. For the minor adverse effects associated with the policy units,
mitigation measures have been provided in the following section to offset these effects.
The SMP can therefore be concluded to have provided a range of benefits to the social,
economic and environmental values of the Poole and Christchurch Bays shoreline and
where minor negative effects have been identified, mitigation has been devised to
address these effects.
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1

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

1.1

Poole and Christchurch Bays Shoreline Management Plan (SMP)

1.1.1

This report is the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Environmental Report
(ER) for the second Poole and Christchurch Bays Shoreline Management Plan (SMP).
Including estuaries, the total length of coast within the SMP2 is 190 km (118 miles) and
crosses the county boundary between Hampshire and Dorset and covering the
boroughs and districts of Bournemouth, Christchurch, East Dorset, the New Forest,
Poole, and Purbeck.

1.2

The SMP Context for the SEA

1.2.1

The SEA process to accompany the SMP is intended to make sure that considering the
environmental issues relating to the coast is central to developing and evaluating policy.
This environmental report provides the means to support a structured evaluation of the
environmental issues relating to the north Norfolk coast based on using the assessment
criteria that were developed in the scoping report. In this SEA draft environmental
report, the preceding scoping report and in a manner comparable to that used
throughout the SMP process (Defra, 2006), the term ‘environment’ is used to cover the
following receptors (as defined by SI 1633):

Receptors
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Biodiversity, fauna and flora
Population and communities (including human health, critical infrastructure etc)
Material assets
Soil
Water
Air
Climatic factors
Cultural heritage, including architectural heritage and the historic environment
Landscape

The role of this report within the SMP SEA process is presented in Figure 1.1.
Figure 1.1
Theme Review
for The
Wash SMP

SEA Process within the Development of an SMP

SEA
Environmental
Baseline
Plans
Policy
Legislation
Other considerations

Identification of
Environmental
Issues on The
Wash

Provision of
Assessment
Criteria &
Indicators

SEA SCOPING REPORT

SEA PROCESS
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1.3

Why we are using Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)

1.3.1

SEA provides a systematic appraisal of the potential environmental consequences of
high-level decision-making (i.e. plans, policies and programmes). By addressing
strategic level issues, SEA aids the selection of the preferred options, directs individual
schemes towards the most appropriate solutions and locations and helps to ensure that
resulting schemes comply with legislation and other environmental requirements.

1.3.2

Under Directive 2001/42/EC of the European Parliament and European Council on the
assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment, a SEA
must be undertaken for plans and programmes that are required by legislative,
regulatory or administrative provisions. SMPs clearly set a framework for future
development and have much in common with the kind of plans and programmes for
which the Directive is designed, although it must be noted that SEA is not a statutory
requirement for SMPs and that this is therefore not a statutory document.

1.3.3

The Defra SMP guidance (Defra, 2006) states that the environmental effects of all
policies must be considered before deciding which policies will be adopted.
Consideration should be given to both the positive and negative effects of options on
wildlife and habitats, populations and health, soil, water, air, climate factors, landscape,
cultural heritage and the intrinsic relationship between these. As a result Defra has
recommended that assessment of SMP policies using the approach described in the
Directive is adopted. The legislative act which transposes the Directive into domestic
law is the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations (SI 1633,
2004). The main aim of the EU Directive is to "provide for a high level of protection of
the environment and to contribute to the integration of environmental considerations into
the preparation and adoption of plans and programmes with a view to promoting
sustainable development".

1.3.4

This document represents the second stage in the process of providing an SEA for The
Wash SMP, with the third and final stage being the provision of a post-adoption
statement.
During the preparation of this document we have utilised, were applicable, the
guidance provided by the following:
•

Defra (2004). Guidance on Strategic Environmental Assessment;

•

Defra (2006). Shoreline Management Plan guidance: Volume 1: Aims and
requirements;

•

Environment Agency (2008). Internal Environment Agency guidance on
SEA of internal Plans and Programmes;

•

Environment Agency (2005). SEA Good Practice Guidelines; and

•

ODPM (2005). A Practical guide to the SEA Directive.
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1.4

Scope and Structure of this Report

1.4.1

This report comprises seven sections and three annexes, of which this introduction
forms Section One.

1.4.2

The purpose of this report is to build on the content and findings of the Scoping Report
and clearly express the manner in which the SMP is likely to affect the key
environmental issues and associated receptors of the Poole and Christchurch Bays
shoreline.
The sections within this SEA environmental report are as follows:
Section One introduces this document and sets the context for the use of SEA within
the SMP process. In addition, this section explains the rationale behind the SMP
itself and describes potential implications of the SMP on the wider environment;
Section Two describes the context and methodology for the SEA, including
prediction and evaluation methodology as well as data gaps and uncertainties;
Section Three provides a summary of the study area covering parameters
considered for the SEA;
Section Four presents a summary of the assessment of the SMP at a PDZ unit level
and PDZ management area level, and draws conclusions relating to the overall
effects of the plan;
Section Five provides an account of mitigation and monitoring measures required to
address uncertainties or adverse effects of the SMP;
Section Six provides details of the next steps to be taken in the SEA process
including details for consultation;
Section Severn provides the references for the study;
Annex I presents a detailed assessment of SMP Policy, in the form of Assessment
tables;
Annex II presents the baseline environment for Poole and Christchuch Bays; and
Annex III presents summary of consultation responses.
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1.5

Aims and Objectives of the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2

1.5.1

A Shoreline Management Plan (SMP) is a large-scale assessment of the risks
associated with coastal processes and aims to reduce the risks to the social, economic,
natural and historical environment. An SMP aims to manage risk by using a range of
methods which reflect both national and local priorities, to (Defra, 2006):
•

Reduce the threat of flooding and erosion to people and their property; and

•

Benefit the environment, society and the economy as far as possible, in line with
the Government’s ‘sustainable development principles’.

1.5.2

The first generation of SMPs were produced for the coastline of England and Wales in
the late 1990s and were based on sediment cell boundaries which related to the
movement of sand and shingle along the coast. The boundaries of these cells were
originally set at locations where the net ‘along shore’ movement of sand and shingle
changed direction. In some instances, the area covered by an SMP differed from these
sediment cell boundaries, due to different requirements, such as the area covered by a
coastal authority. However, for the SMP reviews a behavioural systems1 approach was
recommended, leading to slightly different boundaries compared to the first generation
(Defra, 2006).

1.5.3

The objectives of an SMP must be in line with the Government’s strategy for managing
risks from floods and coastal erosion and should (Defra, 2006):

1.5.4

•

Set out the risks from flooding and erosion, to people and the developed, historic
and natural environment within the SMP area;

•

Identify opportunities to maintain and improve the environment by managing the
risks from floods and coastal erosion;

•

Identify the preferred policies for managing risks from floods and erosion over
the next century;

•

Identify the consequences of putting the preferred policies into practice;

•

Set out procedures for monitoring how effective these policies are;

•

Inform others so that future land use, planning and development of the shoreline
takes account of the risks and the preferred policies;

•

Discourage inappropriate development in areas where the flood and erosion
risks are high; and

•

Meet international and national nature conservation legislation and aim to
achieve the biodiversity objectives.

The most appropriate option for shoreline management will depend on the section of
coastline in question and on technical, environmental, social and economic
circumstances. The four options considered for shoreline management in the second
generation SMPs are presented in Table 1.1.

1

The current program of SMPs around the coast is a review of the first generation of reports
produced in the 1990s and reflects the availability of new coastal processes information, new
considerations (site designations etc) and less uncertainty about climate change.
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Table 1.1

Options Used in SMP Development

SMP option

Description of option
Hold the line (HTL)

Hold the existing defence line by maintaining or changing the standard of
protection. This policy will cover those situations where work or operations
are carried out in front of the existing defences (such as beach recharge,
rebuilding the toe of a structure, building offshore breakwaters and so on), to
improve or maintain the standard of protection provided by the existing
defence line. You should include in this policy other policies that involve
operations to the back of existing defences (such as building secondary
floodwalls) where they form an essential part of maintaining the current
coastal defence system.

Advance the line (ATL)
Advance the existing defence line by building new defences on the seaward
side of the original defences. Using this policy should be limited to those
policy units where significant land reclamation is considered.

Managed realignment (MR)

Managed realignment by allowing the shoreline to move backwards or
forwards, with management to control or limit movement (such as reducing
erosion or building new defences on the landward side of the original
defences).

No active intervention (NAI)

No active intervention, where there is no investment in coastal defences or
operations.

1.5.5

The most appropriate option for shoreline management will depend on the section of
coastline in question and on technical, environmental, social and economic
circumstances. The four options considered for shoreline management in the second
generation SMPs are presented in Table 1.1.

1.5.6

Within the development of an SMP, an epoch (time periods) based approach is used for
planning purposes, with the three epochs being 0 – 20 (2005 – 2025), 20 – 50 (2025 –
2055) and 50 – 100 (2055 – 2105) years hence.

1.5.7

Each of the SMP policies presented in Table 1.1 has the potential to impact the wider
environment in one or more ways. Table 1.2 presents potential implications of each
option.
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Table 1.2

Potential Generic Implications of Each SMP Option

SMP option

Positive impacts

Negative impacts

Hold the line

• Protection of communities and infrastructure

• Coastal squeeze (loss of habitat);

(HTL)

located within the coastal flood zone;
• Protection of habitat landward of defences;
• Protects freshwater resources (e.g.

• Interruption of coastal processes;
• May increase flood and coastal erosion risk
elsewhere;
• Promotes unsustainable land use practices

abstractions & boreholes);
• Provides stability to areas of coastline,
within a wider management context;
• Protects economic assets located behind
defences; and

with the coastal flood zone;
• Diverts limited resources away from an
adaptation response to rising sea levels;
and

• Provides protection to ecological, cultural

• Requires ongoing commitment to future

and historical assets landward of the

investment in maintenance and

defences.

improvement.

Advance the line

• Provides additional space for communities;

• Reduction in extent of coastal habitat;

(ATL)

• Protection of communities and infrastructure

• Change in functionality of habitat;

located within the coastal flood zone;
• Protection of habitat landward of defences;
• Protects freshwater resources (e.g.

• Increased coastal squeeze;
• Interruption of coastal processes;
• Effect on marine habitat; and
• May increase rate of coastal erosion either

abstractions & boreholes);
• Protects economic assets located behind

side of the advanced line.

defences; and
• Provides protection to ecological, cultural
and historical assets landward of the
defences.
Managed
realignment (MR)

• Coastal habitats allowed to move landwards
under rising sea levels

• Reduction in extent of habitat landwards of
defences;

• Creation of habitat to aid UKBAP; (United
Kingdom Biodiversity Action Plan) and local
BAP (Biodiversity Action Plan) targets;
• Habitat created for juvenile fish and other

• Change in nature of habitat to landward of
defence;
• Impact upon aquifers and abstractions;
• Loss of communities or community assets;

aquatic organisms (benefits to environment

• Loss of heritage and cultural features; and

and fishing communities);

• Requires ongoing commitment to future

• Reduces flood risk;

investment in maintenance and

• Promotes natural coastal processes;

improvement.

• Contributes towards a more natural
management of the coast; and
• Creation of high tide roosts and feeding
areas.

No active
intervention (NAI)

• Coastal habitats allowed to move landwards
under rising sea levels;

• Lack of certainly of effects and time for
adaptation;

• Promotes natural coastal processes; and
• Contributes towards a more natural

• Increased risk of inundation to landward
habitats under rising sea levels;
• Impact upon aquifers and abstractions;

management of the coast.

• Loss of communities or community assets;
and
• Loss of heritage and cultural features.
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1.6

Implications of SMP Policy on Environmental Receptors

1.6.1

Defra SEA guidance (Defra, 2004) identifies a series of environmental receptors, which
should form the initial basis and scope of the SEA. The receptors are the environmental
features which may be impacted by the effects of the SMP.

1.6.2

The SMP guidance requires that the SMP is developed in response to a consideration of
the environmental features of the coast, features which need to be assessed to
determine the nature and characterisation of the coast. There is a difference of
language here between the building block of the SEA and the SMP. It is necessary
therefore to clarify how SMP features relate to SEA receptors, and to then establish how
the SMP may impact on the receptors. A cross reference of the manner in which SEA
receptors relate to SMP terminology is provided below in Table 1.3.

1.6.3

According to SEA Regulations, each environmental receptor requires an initial appraisal
to examine the potential impacts of the SMP. A summary of the overall potential effects
of the SMP on the environment is provided in Table 1.3 below. The receptors
developed for the Wash SMP SEA have been aggregated from the receptors specified
in the SEA guidance. The intent being to ensure that the development of the SMP and
the role of the SEA in policy assessment and development, is provided in regard to a
consistent set of criteria which is based upon both SMP and SEA guidance.

1.6.4

The specific requirements of the SMP process however, do necessitate a considered
approach to the identification of issues and receptors in order to provide a common and
consistent language and basis for assessment. For example, due to the nature of the
SMP process and its application across the coast; hence, biodiversity, fauna and flora
has been separated into two receptors, habitats and species, as the assessment of
impacts upon these receptors can be better quantified by this division.
Table 1.3

Potential generic implications of each SMP option

SMP Issues & Objectives

SMP Thematic Review

SEA Receptor

Environment

Natural environment

Habitats
Species
Air and water

Agriculture

Soil

Landscape and character

Landscape
Material assets
Population

Heritage

Historic environment

Cultural heritage

Commercial

Current and future land use

Population and communities

Recreation

Population and communities

Hard assets

Population and communities

SMP TERMINOLOGY

1.6.5

SEA TERMINOLOGY

Collectively, the impacts on receptors can then be traced back, to establish how the
SMP may influence the issues, objectives of the themes within the SMP. This step
provides clarity relating to how the environment has been a consideration in SMP
production and assessed in the context of the SEA.
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1.6.6

All the SMP policy options have the potential to have an impact on all SEA receptors,
with the exception of air. Air has been scoped out as a receptor potentially effected by
the SMP, since no pathway was identified for this effect. SMP policy concerns itself with
land, water and the tidal interface as a spatial area, no instances were identified were
SMP policy could have any impact, positive or negative on air quality.

1.6.7

The identification of receptors which may be impacted by the SMP provides the focus for
the subsequent assessment.

1.7

Consultation

1.7.1

The Poole and Christchurch SMP has followed the procedures for guidance specified in
the SMP guidance regarding consultation, which is further described below. A summary
of the consultation and the responses to feedback is provided in Annex III.

1.7.2

The SEA Scoping Report established the environmental baseline (including key
environmental issues) and developed a suite of assessment criteria which have been
used within this report for the assessment of SMP policy.

1.7.3

The Scoping Report was used as a basis for a five week consultation period between
the 31st March 2009 and 5th May 2009, during which the consultees listed below were
invited to provide comments on the environmental baseline and the assessment criteria.

CONSULTEES FOR THE SEA SCOPING REPORT
• Dorset County Council;
• Hampshire County Council;
• Bournemouth Borough Council;
• Christchurch Borough Council;
• New Forest District Council;
• Purbeck District Council;
• Borough of Poole Council;
• Poole Harbour Commissioners;
• The National Trust;
• The Environment Agency; and
• English Heritage

QUESTIONS POSED DURING THE CONSULTATION PERIOD ON THE SEA
SCOPING REPORT
1.
2.
3.
4.

Has the Scoping Report correctly identified the environmental issues
associated with Poole and Christchurch Bays? (i.e. are there additional issues
which need to be addressed?);
Has the baseline (in combination with the Theme Review and Characterisation
report) provided an appropriate level of detail to support the assessment?
Do the assessment criteria provide an appropriate mechanism for the
assessment of the environmental effects of the SMP? and
Is the suggested methodology considered robust and appropriate to the
assessment of the environmental effect of the SMP?
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1.7.4

Feedback was obtained from the Environment Agency, Natural England and from
English Heritage. The feedback provided mirrored the comments previously received
which focussed on ensuring that the assessment criteria were more specific to:
•

The range of designated sites and habitat under UK and environmental
legislation; and

•

The range of heritage features which should form the basis of any assessment.

1.7.5

The changes to the assessment criteria have been included in this report, and ensure
that ecological and heritage based features are assessed in the appropriate manner to a
consistent level of detail.

1.8

Synergies with Other Parallel Processes

1.8.1

Feedback was obtained from the Environment Agency, Natural England and from
English Heritage. The feedback provided mirrored the comments previously received
which focussed on ensuring that the assessment criteria were more specific to the study
area and the sustainability issues within it.

1.8.2

The SEA will form a component of the wider assessment mechanisms for the SMP
which also includes:
•

The Appropriate Assessment under the Habitats Directive (Council Directive
92/43/EEC on the Conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora);
and

•

Consideration of the requirements of the Water Framework Directive (Council
Directive 2000/60/EC establishing a framework for Community action in the field
of water policy).

1.8.3

As a component of the Environmental Report, monitoring measures will be specified
post-assessment. The actual specification of monitoring and the actions to enact the
monitoring requirements will be included in the SMP Action Plan (discussed below).

1.9

Evaluation of the Plan and Alternatives

1.9.1

As a component of the Environmental Report, monitoring measures will be specified
post-assessment. The actual specification of monitoring and the actions to enact the
monitoring requirements will be included in the SMP Action Plan (discussed below).

1.9.2

The function of a SMP is to consider the coast as a whole from the perspective of
managing coastal flood and erosion risk. The behaviour of the Poole and Christchurch
Bays shoreline is driven by its geological make-up and it is therefore evident that not
one aspect of the coastal (in terms of its physical behaviour, natural or built)
environment dominates. There is a complex interdependence between different values
along this linear coast, which, put simply means that a decision taken within one SMP
management area has the potential to affect multiple adjacent policy units.

1.9.3

As a result, if SMP policy at each management area was to be assessed individually
and in-combination, then there would be a multiplier effect along the coastline such that
each management unit would need to be assessed not only for the four options detailed
above, but for each option in combination with one of four options for the two adjacent
management units. With respect to this, it was therefore considered inappropriate and
unmanageable for a simple and rigid procedure of policy appraisal to be applied to each
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SMP option. Further rationale for this decision was based upon the fact that in many
management areas, only a limited number of policy options is actually appropriate; for
example, a policy of managed realignment would be wholly inappropriate for a heavily
populated conurbation, as would a policy of advance the line on a dynamic and natural
shoreline. As such, the assessment of each SMP policy option for each management
area was deemed too unwieldy and therefore unnecessary within the context of a SMP,
especially when the “spirit of SEA” was applied throughout policy development.
1.9.4

The key factor here is that the alternative approaches to management, have been
considered within the SMP processes, according to SMP guidance. Whilst this process
does not use the same terminology as the SEA process, and the manner in which
alternatives would be assessed differs from a simple SEA based assessment, the SMP
nevertheless provides a rigorous and robust consideration of the feasible options for
management. This process - the options appraisal exercise within the SMP, provides a
clear account of how options been evaluated and should be sourced for an
understanding of how policy has developed.
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2

CONTEXT AND METHODOLOGY

2.1

Alternative Options and Policy Development Zones (PDZs)

2.1.1

The Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2 will manage the shoreline by looking at four
different policy development options including holding of the existing defence line;
advancing the existing defence line; managed realignment, or no active intervention
(see Table 1.1). These policies will be assessed against the environmental assets and
criteria (see below) for the study area, on a unit by unit basis for four policy development
zones (PDZs), in which over 600 assessments were undertaken detailed in Annex I.

2.1.2

The PDZs within the SMP are defined according to coastal processes and provide a
series of policies for a spatial area. PDZs are the building blocks of the SMP and it is
considered therefore that the SEA should provide an assessment at this level. The coast
of the study area is divided up into four PDZs which are as follows:
•

PDZ1 (Hurst Spit to Friars Cliff);

•

PDZ2 (Friars Cliff to Flag Head Chine);

•

PDZ3 (Flag Head Chine/Cliff to Handfast Point); and

•

PDZ4 (Handfast Point to Durlston Head).

2.2

SEA Methodology of the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2

2.2.1

The SEA framework is identified in Section 1.2. This section presents the methodology
we will use to identify and predict the likely significant environmental effects of
implementing the plan.

2.2.2

To assess the environmental effects of implementing the SMP, we will adopt an
evidence based, expert judgement system. This approach is based on the widely
accepted Source-Pathway-Receptor model (SPR) (Figure 2.1).
Figure 2.1

The Source-Pathway-Receptor models as Applied to SEA

2.2.3

The appraisal will be a qualitative exercise based on professional judgement and
supported by peer-reviewed literature where possible. It is important to stress that given
the nature of SMP policy, which is high level and therefore lacks the detail of an actual
scheme, the assessment will be based on established effects wherever possible, but will
also rely heavily on expert judgement of anticipated effects.

2.2.4

The performance of each individual unit associated with the PDZs against the SEA
objectives, indicators and targets (see Section 2.4) will be given a significance
classification in addition to a short descriptive summary (e.g. widespread negative
effects with no uncertainty).
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2.2.5

Determination of the effect is based on examining the sources of effect that may occur
(physical, chemical or biological), the pathway (or route) by which the effect could
influence a receptor (e.g. direct footprint disturbance or indirect coastal process
change), and the receiving environment or resource (the receptor).

2.2.6

Determination of the significance of each potential effect against the various receptors
identified will take into account the following criteria:
spatial extent;
magnitude;
sensitivity of the receiving environment;
duration, frequency; and
reversibility.

2.2.7

Using this information, in broad terms, impacts have been classified as either beneficial
or adverse, with the descriptor of ‘minor’, ‘major’ or ‘neutral’ used to denote whether the
impact is significant or not significant based on particular criteria. The criteria are
presented in Table 2.1 and the receptors are specified in the SEA Practical Guidance
(ODPM, 2006) and are listed in Table 1.3.

2.3

Mitigation and Monitoring

2.3.1

Any mitigation measures or monitoring which are required as a result of this assessment
will be clearly specified and listed in this report and ultimately included in the SMP
Action Plan. This approach provides the most robust mechanism for delivery, since the
Action Plan is a) directly linked to SMP delivery and b) builds on the organisational roles
developed within the SMP process.
Note: It is important to note that the approach to SEA for the Poole and Christchurch
Bays SMP2 is at a higher level than would be taken for an Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) for a specific project. Consequently, impacts are targeted at
‘regional’ scale issues and, as such, the indicators that provide regional scale focus
have been considered more important than those that provide information on a local
or county scale level. This is in accordance with the SEA Directive.
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Table 2.1

Significance Criteria Used in the Assessment of Impacts

Score

Description

Major Positive

Moderate Positive

Minor Positive

Neutral
O

Minor Negative

Moderate Negative

Major Negative

Mixed
/ or

/

Indeterminable
?

The policy is likely to lead to a positive impact on nationally
(or internationally) important parameters, or a significant achievement
of the sustainability objective. The positive impacts may be shortterm large-scale or long-term and national in scale. In addition,
significant cumulative and indirect positive impacts are likely within
and outside the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2 area.
The policy is likely to lead to a positive impact on regionally important
parameters, or a moderate achievement of the sustainability
objective, or a significant positive impact of local scale. The positive
impacts may be short-term large-scale or long-term and regional in
scale. Positive cumulative impacts would arise between local areas
or a number of parameters.
The policy is likely to lead to a positive impact to locally important
parameters, or a minor achievement of the sustainability objective.
Impacts would be short and long-term, or could be moderate positive
impacts in the short-term. There may be limited if any cumulative or
indirect impacts within the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2 area.
The policy would have no positive or negative impacts or change to
the objective in either the short or long-term. A neutral score arises
when there is a fair degree of certainty that no positive or negative
impact is predicted, or where an impact would be dependent on the
location of the measures of such a policy.
The policy is likely to lead to a negative impact to locally important
parameters, or a minor reduction to the sustainability objective.
Impacts would be short and long-term, or could be moderate negative
impacts in the short-term. There may be limited if any cumulative or
indirect impacts within the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2 area.
The policy is likely to lead to a negative impact on regionally
important parameters, or a moderate reduction of the sustainability
objective. Impacts would be short and long-term, or could be
significant negative impacts in the short-term. The policy may have
limited cumulative and indirect impacts within a project area.
The policy is likely to have a negative impact on nationally
(or internationally) important parameters or a series of long-term
small scale (cumulative) impacts. The policy is likely to significantly
disrupt the achievement of the sustainability objective. Indirect
impacts may also extend outside the Poole and Christchurch Bays
SMP2 area.
The policy is predicted to result in both positive and negative impacts.
Mixed impacts could potentially be significant in the long-term and
result in cumulative impacts.
The scale of the effect of the policy is unpredictable, but a value
judgement is made on the scale in relation to the overall influencing
environment. The effect may be dependent on many factors that
cannot be ascertained at this strategic level, for example where the
option covers a range of issues, or where the implementation will
determine the impact.
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2.4

SEA Objectives

2.4.1

The aim of sustainable development is to balance economic progress with social and
environmental needs, and not to take resources that future generations may need to
survive and develop. Sustainable shoreline management polices will be those which
take account of the relationships with other defences, developments and processes, and
which avoid, as far as possible, committing future generations to inflexible and
expensive options for defence. Putting the policies onto practice should benefit
stakeholders and help to improve the environment, both nationally and locally.
Environmental quality in relation to the coast includes, geology and geomorphology,
landscape, heritage, flora and fauna and their associated habitats, water quality and
resources (for both humans and the natural environment), and the many other
environmental “assets” and “resources”.

2.4.2

Sustainability objectives are the essential tool for comparison and decision making
within the creation and selection of the SMP2 policies. The draft objectives for the Poole
and Christchurch Bays SMP2 are presented in Table 2.2, and are broken down into
three key areas: economic, social and environmental objectives. Where possible,
suitable indicators have been identified as these would provide the objective and
quantifiable assessment of the policies and would also be used for monitoring of the
SMP2 policies. Some indicators provide information and “judgement” on the success or
lack of for a number of objectives. The indicators highlighted in bold italics are
considered to be primary indicators.

2.4.3

The data collection and collation associated with the identification of existing impacts of
coastal flood defences has been focussed on the objectives and the potential indicators
associated with them. In addition, the identification of constraints and opportunities are
also linked where possible to the objectives and indicators.
Natural Environment Objectives

2.4.4

The provision of a coastal protection and management strategy to achieve the economic
and social objectives of our society need to be balanced against the environmental
objectives of the coastal unit, in order to provide a truly sustainable solution.

Social Objectives
2.4.5

The social objective of the SMP2 is to manage risks to people and communities, and to
provide an acceptable level of public safety throughout the coastal units.
Economic Objectives

2.4.6

The socio-economic objective of the SMP2 is to ensure that existing economic
infrastructure is protected from flooding and erosion to safeguard the economic
opportunities required for future generations.
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Table 2.2 Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2 Objectives, Indicators & Targets
ID

Objective

Indicators

To prevent or minimise
economic losses by reducing
coastal erosion and coastal
flooding to residential,
commercial and industrial
property.

• The total number of properties within
the coastal flood zone or in close
proximity to coastal cliffs.
• AAD for residential, commercial and
industrial property.

To prevent or minimise
economic losses by reducing
coastal erosion and coastal
flooding to infrastructure, e.g.
roads, railways, STW, power,
telecoms, mineral resources.

• The numbers of transport routes
affected by coastal flooding or
coastal erosion.
• The number of infrastructure and
service assets within the flood zone
or in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

To prevent or minimise
economic losses by reducing
coastal erosion and coastal
flooding to agricultural land.

• Area of land in the ALC grades within
the coastal flood zone or in close
proximity to coastal cliffs.
• Area of land uses within the coastal
flood zone or in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.
• AAD for agricultural land.

Economic

A

B

C

Targets
Reduce number of
properties within the
coastal flood zone and
close proximity to coastal
cliffs.
Reduce annual average
damages.
Reduce disruption to
transport links.
Reduce infrastructure and
service assets within the
coastal flood zone and
close proximity to coastal
cliffs.
Reduce extent of
agricultural land whose
management is reliant on
coastal protection
schemes.

Social

D

E

• The number of community assets
within a flood zone or in close
proximity to coastal cliffs.
• The number of recreational assets
adversely affected by coastal erosion
and coastal flooding.

Reduce number of social
and community assets
within the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity
to coastal cliffs.

• Number of residential properties
within the coastal flood zone and in
close proximity to coastal cliffs.
• Recorded injuries from coastal flood
events.

Reduce health risk posed
from coastal flood events.
No injuries from coastal
flood events.

To achieve “good ecological
status” for the freshwater and
marine environment under
the EC Water Framework
Directive.

• River continuity
• Composition and abundance of
phytoplankton.
• Composition and abundance of
Benthic Invertebrate.
• Macro-algae and angiosperms
composition and abundance.

To identify opportunities to
maintain and improve the
natural environment and
processes by managing the
risk from floods and coastal
erosion.

• Condition status of internationally
and nationally designated sites.
• Condition status of regionally and
locally important sites of
environmental interest.
• Distribution and abundance of
internationally and nationally rare,
scarce or endangered species.

The continuity of the river
is not disturbed by
anthropogenic activities
and allows undisturbed
migration of aquatic
organisms and sediment
transport.
The level of diversity and
abundance of
phytoplankton, benthic
invertebrate is within the
range normally associated
with undisturbed coastal
water conditions.
Reduce the number of
sites of nature
conservation importance
where condition is
adversely affected by
inappropriate management
of coastal processes.

To prevent or minimise
coastal erosion and coastal
flooding to community assets
(hospitals, doctors surgeries,
etc) and recreational assets
(key leisure areas, erosion of
beaches, etc).
To prevent or minimise
deterioration to health and
health impacts resulting from
coastal flooding.

Environmental

F

G
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ID

H

I

J

Objective
To prevent or minimise
coastal management
interventions that have an
adverse impact on the
geomorphological and
geological interest of the
coast or the supply and
downdrift of sediment.
To protect and enhance
heritage assets such as
Scheduled Monuments,
Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and
Conservation Areas.

To protect and enhance the
character of the landscape
and visual amenity, in
particular designated
landscapes such as AONB
and Heritage Coasts.
To enable existing habitats
and species to adapt to a
changing climate.

Indicators

Targets

• Number of designated sites in
unfavourable condition due to
inappropriate management.

Reduce the number of
sites of geomorphological
or geological importance
where condition is
adversely affected by
inappropriate management
of coastal processes.

• Number of heritage assets within the
coastal flood zone or in close
proximity to coastal cliffs.
• Number of SAMs and Listed
Buildings within the flood zone on
the at risk register.

No decrease in the
condition of heritage assets
within the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity
to coastal cliffs.
No deterioration in SAMs
and LBs in the coastal
flood zone and in close
proximity to coastal cliffs.
No decrease in the quality
of the landscape character
attributed to natural coastal
processes or the
management thereof.

• Area of valuable landscapes within
the coastal flood zone or in close
proximity to coastal cliffs.
• Change in landscape character (land
use/land cover).
•

K
•

Condition status of internationally
and nationally designated sites.
Condition status of regionally and
locally important sites of
environmental interest.
Distribution and abundance of
internationally and nationally rare,
scarce or endangered species.

No net loss of species and
habitats attributable to
inappropriate management
of natural coastal
processes.

N.B. The flood zone stated in the table is the 1 in 100 year Fluvial / 1 in 200 year Tidal Flood
Zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs is any of the above assets within 500m of the cliff
face.
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3

STUDY AREA

3.1

Definition of Study Area

3.1.1

The boundaries of the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2 is contained within SMP
Subcell 5F – Durlston Head (OSG 403672 077258) to the northern tip of Hurst Spit
(OSG 431863 089722) and including estuaries, the total length of coast within the SMP2
is 190 km (118 miles) (Figure 3.1).

3.1.2

A detailed environmental and social baseline is provided in Annex II, to which the
reader should refer for more detailed information on the study area. A summary of the
baseline and the key environmental issues identified for the Poole and Christchurch
Bays shoreline is provided in this section and offers a reference point within this report
to the factors which have shaped the form and content of the assessment.

3.2

Baseline Environment Summary

3.2.1

The environmental baseline in Annex II covers the coast and mainland from the
northern tip of Hurst Spit westwards around Christchurch and Poole Bays to Durlston
Head and offshore to the 20m depth contour which equates approximately to a line
drawn between the Needles and Durlston Head. The eastern limit of the offshore area
is the Needles Channel.

3.2.2

Poole Bay comprises a 16 km long section of coastline extending from the Sandbanks
peninsular to Hengistbury Head. Preservation of the tourist beaches is vital to the local
economy and the foreshore is characterised by recently replenished sandy beaches,
which become coarser at the eastern end of the bay. The central section of Poole Bay
is characterised by soft erodable cliffs (some stabilised) between 10m and 35m in
height, with extensive cliff-top residential areas. There is significant cliff-top development
all along this section of coast and the residential areas of Canford Cliffs, Bournemouth,
Boscombe, and Southbourne form a single conurbation. Construction of the many
seawalls and promenades along this shoreline over the course of the last century have
effectively put a stop to the natural supply of beach material from cliff erosion and the
groynes serve to retain imported material which moves predominantly from west to east.
There are also a number of cliff sections which are designated as being of national
importance for their geological and biological interest for example, Poole Bay Cliffs SSSI
is notified for its sand lizard populations as well as its geology.

3.2.3

Poole Harbour is comprised of separate channels, bays, inlets and Islands including
Brownsea which combine to produce a 100 km long section of enclosed coastline. Its
extensive mudflats, salt marshes, reedbeds, sand dunes, heathland, and islands, are of
great importance to wildlife and bird populations. Many of these areas are afforded
protection status by National, European and International designations and they could
easily be damaged by inappropriate coastal defences.

3.2.4

Christchurch Bay comprises a 16 km section of open coastline, which has been formed
and is characterised by cliff geology and the continual erosion of the coast (at a historic
rate of approximately 1m per year). Over the past century, however, coast protection
works have been implemented to protect areas of development and these have
contributed to the form of the coast, in particular the Long Groyne and the 17 associated
groynes sited due north of it at Hengistbury Head. Exposed to waves from the southwest, the beaches are generally comprised of finer beach material on the more
sheltered western side of the Bay, with coarser beaches further to the east.
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3.2.5

Over half (9 km) of Christchurch Bays cliff frontage is designated as being of national
importance for its geological interest, however as much of this coastline is defended and
stabilised, sections which has been major cause for parts of the cliff frontage being in
unfavourable condition (i.e. not enough erosion and active slippage to expose geological
interests).

3.2.6

Christchurch Harbour comprises the lower sections of the flood plains of the Rivers
Avon and Stour, immediately north of Hengistbury Head. Housing developments line
the low-lying northern and western side of the Harbour, as well as the banks of both the
Avon and the Stour. Much of this residential property is located within the 1 in 200 year
return period tidal flooding event zone. As a consequence, there are a number of flood
defences that consist mainly of seawalls, with revetments and embankments also
present.

3.2.7

Christchurch Harbour is also an ecologically sensitive and important nature reserve with
extensive habitats for breeding, migrant and wintering wetland birds, and supports
several national and international conservation designations. The physical nature of the
Harbour, receiving sediment loads from the Rivers Avon and Stour, leaves it vulnerable
to siltation, which can become a problem for navigation.

3.2.8

The bays associated with the Isle of Purbeck (Durlston, Swanage, and Studland) contain
major cliffs, some of which are of limestone geology and largely unprotected, allowing
natural processes to take place along certain sections of coastline. The coastal frontage
is well developed along the Durlston and Swanage Bays, and annual falls and slips of
the cliff face is a common occurrence that has left some properties such as The Pine
Hotel very close to the cliff top. The costal frontage of Studland Bay is predominately
undeveloped, although there are some defences protecting tourist and sport facilities.
The coastline along the Isle of Purbeck is of high intrinsic quality and is also of national
and international ecological and geological importance, although in places such as along
Swanage Bay, sites of geological interest are in unfavourable condition due to
inappropriate coastal defences.

3.2.9

Figures 3.2 to 3.5 provide an overall summary of the key environmental assets
associated with each of the PDZs of the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2.
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Figure 3.1

Boundaries of the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2 and PDZs
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Figure 3.2

PDZ1 and Designated Sites
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Figure 3.3

PDZ2 and Designated Sites
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Figure 3.4

PDZ3 and Designated Sites
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Figure 3.5

PDZ4 and Designated Sites
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3.3

Key Environment Issues

3.3.1

As defined previously in Section 3.2 and Annex II, from a consideration of the policy,
legislation and designations relevant to the Poole and Christchurch Bays shoreline and
supported by discussions with key stakeholders as part of the SMP process, a series of
environmental issues have been identified. These issues are an expression of the
problems which the SMP needs to address in the delivery of providing policy for
shoreline management. The issues suite has been developed to avoid a reliance on
generic coastal management issues (although some issues are the same around the
coast and are therefore included) and has provided an account of what other plans,
management obligations and stakeholders consider to be the most critical environmental
issues for the Poole and Christchurch Bays shoreline related to the water environment;
coastal environment and geology; biodiversity; historic environment; community and
assets.
The Water Environment

3.3.2

Key current and future risks of the water environment include:
•

Increased frequency and magnitude of storm water overflow events leading to
pollution of coastal waters;

•

Rising sea levels leading to unpredictable coastal dynamics which may increase
coastal erosion and damage coastal amenities;

•

Coastal squeeze and changes to coastal processes;

•

Impacts to freshwater habitats such as Brownsea Lagoon in response to failed
defences;

•

Encroachment of cliff tops, for example Purbeck Heights;

•

Reduced bathing and water quality due to potential increased diffuse pollution
and litter of beaches;

•

Changes in fisheries, tourism and recreation sustainability; and

•

Environmental sustainability of Kimmeridge Bay Oil Field.

The Coastal Environment and Geology
3.3.3

Key current and future risks of the coastal environment include:
•

Costs and deterioration of coastal and flood defences;

•

Increased tidal and fluvial flooding and level of defence protection;

•

Loss of or damage to geological and geomorphological interest features on the
coast due to unsympathetic cliff stabilisation and coastal/flood defence works;

•

Changes in land use such as agriculture and associated implications to drainage
and runoff processes which may influence coastal cliff morphology;

•

Sea level rises and implications to recreation and tourism;

•

Interruption of sediment supplies by defence works leading to exacerbated
erosion problems elsewhere;

•

Increased frequency and magnitude of major winter rainfall events leading to
flash flooding and instability of cliffs; and

•

Lack of supply sediment supply around the coast leading to exacerbated erosion
problems (e.g. erosion of habitats such as eel grass beds off Studland Bay).
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Beach and cliffs, Ballard Cliff, Swanage
(Source: Robin Lucus, 2006)

Biodiversity
3.3.1

Key current and future risks of biodiversity include:
•

Changes in climate leading to changes to current distributions of habitat and
species;

•

Sea levels rises and direct loss of species biodiversity and habitat;

•

Increased recreational use of waterways and associated impacts to habitats and
species such as seagrass meadows and seahorses in Studland Bay;

•

Loss of coastal habitats due to coastal squeeze between rising seal levels and
hard sea/flood defences;

•

Deterioration of habitats and associated species due to coastal and flood
defence works and cliff stabilisation works;

•

Existing developments built in inappropriate coastal locations reliant on ongoing
defence works;

•

Existing coastal defences that are no longer economically justifiable but which
have residual effects;

•

Interruption to sediment supplies and movement along the shore; and

•

Freshwater and brackish habitats reliant on protection from existing sea
defences.
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The Historic Environment
3.3 5

Key current and future risks of the historic environment include:
•

Loss of archaeological sites such as SAMs and historic sites through flooding
and coastal erosion, the majority of which are associated with the surrounding
areas of Poole Bay and the harbour and the Isle of Purbeck bays (Durlston,
Swanage, Studland); and

•

Increased loss of archaeological sites through changes in climate change such
those occurring in the intertidal and subtidal zone.

Community and Assets
3.3.6

Key current and future risks associated with community and assets:
•

Cliff erosion (retreat) and risk to community assets, for example cliffs along the
Barton and Highcliffe coast which are retreating at a rate about 1m per annum
with buildings in the Barton Court area most likely lost in the next 10-20 years;

•

Reduction in public open spaces due to coastal cliff retreat; and

•

Increased development pressure along the coastal shoreline and associated
transport infrastructure.

Barton-on-Sea highlighting reduction in public open space
(Souce: Ian West, 2007)
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4

ASSESSMENT

4.1

Assessment Methodology

4.1.1

The assessment is provided at two levels:
1) Primary analysis of each Policy Development Zone (PDZ) which includes a
detailed assessment at the policy unit level; and
2) Secondary analysis which seeks to establish the overall effects at the PDZ
management area level and the plan as a whole.

4.1.2

The primary analysis has been recorded on a series of detailed tables, which fully
document the effect of each PDZ management area and associated policy units in
regards to the SEA objectives, indicators and targets (assessment criteria) presented in
Table 2.2. These have been assessed against the significance criteria assessment
presented in Table 2.1.

4.1.3

Tables 4.1 – 4.4 provide a summary of the assessment tables detailed in Annex I with
the preferred long-term policy plan associated with the third epoch (50 -100 years) for
each unit highlighted in red text and shaded yellow. Section 4.2 provides an
assessment of the trends and findings that have emerged from this detailed
assessment.
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Table 4.1

PDZ1 Hurst Spit to Friars Cliff Assessment Summary

Long-term Policy Plan Development Options
and Significance Criteria Assessment
HTL
ATL
MR
NAI

PDZ1
(Hurst Spit to Friars Cliff)
Hurst Spit and Milford CBY.A.1 to CBY.A.4
Hurst Spit: CBY.A.1
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
residential, commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by
managing the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
Milford Seafront to Cliff Road: CBY.A.2 to CBY.A.4
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
residential, commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
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Long-term Policy Plan Development Options
and Significance Criteria Assessment
HTL
ATL
MR
NAI

PDZ1
(Hurst Spit to Friars Cliff)
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by
managing the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

Barton on Sea: CBY.B.1 to CBY.B.4 and Highcliffe CBY.C.1
Hordle Cliff to Barton: CBY.B.1
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
residential, commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by
managing the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
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Long-term Policy Plan Development Options
and Significance Criteria Assessment
HTL
ATL
MR
NAI

PDZ1
(Hurst Spit to Friars Cliff)
Barton-on-Sea Marine Drive East: CBY.B.2
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
residential, commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by
managing the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
Barton-on-Sea Marine Drive and Marine Drive West: CBY.B.3
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
residential, commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by
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Long-term Policy Plan Development Options
and Significance Criteria Assessment
HTL
ATL
MR
NAI

PDZ1
(Hurst Spit to Friars Cliff)
managing the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
Naish Cliff: CBY.B.4
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
residential, commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by
managing the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
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Table 4.2

PDZ2 Friars Cliff to Flag Head Chine Assessment Summary

Policy Plan Development Options and
Significance Criteria Assessment
HTL
ATL
MR
NAI

PDZ2
(Friars Cliff to Flag Head Chine)
Friars Cliff to Mudeford Quay: CBY D.1 to CBY D.2
Avon Beach: CBY D.1
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to residential,
commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by managing
the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
Mudeford Quay: CBY D.2
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to residential,
commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
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Policy Plan Development Options and
Significance Criteria Assessment
HTL
ATL
MR
NAI

PDZ2
(Friars Cliff to Flag Head Chine)
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by managing
the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
Christchurch Harbour: CHB.F.1 to CHB.F.6
Mudeford: CHB.F.1
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to residential,
commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by managing
the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
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Policy Plan Development Options and
Significance Criteria Assessment
HTL
ATL
MR
NAI

PDZ2
(Friars Cliff to Flag Head Chine)
Stanpit Marshes: CHB.F.2
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to residential,
commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by managing
the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.

?
?
?
?
?

Christchurch: CHB.F.3
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to residential,
commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by managing
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Policy Plan Development Options and
Significance Criteria Assessment
HTL
ATL
MR
NAI

PDZ2
(Friars Cliff to Flag Head Chine)
the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
Wick: CHB.F.4
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to residential,
commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by managing
the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
Hengistbury Head: CHB.F.5
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to residential,
commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
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Policy Plan Development Options and
Significance Criteria Assessment
HTL
ATL
MR
NAI

PDZ2
(Friars Cliff to Flag Head Chine)
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by managing
the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
Rear of Mudeford Spit: CHB.F.6
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to residential,
commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by managing
the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
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Policy Plan Development Options and
Significance Criteria Assessment
HTL
ATL
MR
NAI

PDZ2
(Friars Cliff to Flag Head Chine)
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
Mudeford Spit to Southbourne: CBY.E.1 to PBY.E.5
Mudeford Spit: CBY.E.1
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to residential,
commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by managing
the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
Hengistbury Head: CBY.E.2
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to residential,
commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
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Policy Plan Development Options and
Significance Criteria Assessment
HTL
ATL
MR
NAI

PDZ2
(Friars Cliff to Flag Head Chine)
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by managing
the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
Hengistbury Head: PBY.E.3
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to residential,
commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by managing
the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
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Policy Plan Development Options and
Significance Criteria Assessment
HTL
ATL
MR
NAI

PDZ2
(Friars Cliff to Flag Head Chine)
Solent Beach: PBY.E.4
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to residential,
commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by managing
the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
Southbourne: PBY.E.5
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to residential,
commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by managing
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Policy Plan Development Options and
Significance Criteria Assessment
HTL
ATL
MR
NAI

PDZ2
(Friars Cliff to Flag Head Chine)
the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
Southbourne to Flag Head Chine: PBY.G.1 to PBY.G.4
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to residential,
commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by managing
the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
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Table 4.3

PDZ3 Flag Chine/Cliff to Handfast Point Assessment Summary

Policy Plan Development Options and
Significance Criteria Assessment
HTL
ATL
MR
NAI

PDZ3
(Flag Head Chine/Cliff to Handfast Point)
Open Coast: PBY/STU. H.1 to PBY/STU.H.7
Flag Head Cliff toSandbanks Head: PBY/STU. H.1
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
residential, commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by
managing the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.

O

?
?
?

O
O

?
?

Sandbanks Village to South Haven Point: PBY/STU H.2, PBY/STU.H.3, PBY/STU. H.4, PBY/STU. H.4
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
residential, commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
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PDZ3
(Flag Head Chine/Cliff to Handfast Point)
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by
managing the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
South Haven Point to Training Bank (including Redend Point): PBY/STU. H.5, PBY/STU. H.5a, PBY/STU. H.6
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
residential, commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by
managing the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
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Policy Plan Development Options and
Significance Criteria Assessment
HTL
ATL
MR
NAI

PDZ3
(Flag Head Chine/Cliff to Handfast Point)
Redend Point to Handfast Point: PBY/STU. H.6 to PBY/STU.H.7
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
residential, commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by
managing the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.

?
?
?
?
O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

Main Harbour North and South: PHB. I.1 to PHB. I.5 and PHB. K.1, PHB. K.2
Luscombe Valley to Lower Hamworthy: PHB. I.1 to PHB. I.5
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
residential, commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
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PDZ3
(Flag Head Chine/Cliff to Handfast Point)
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by
managing the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
Arne Peninsula: PHB. K.1
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
residential, commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by
managing the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2 SEA
Draft Final Report

Policy Plan Development Options and
Significance Criteria Assessment
HTL
ATL
MR
NAI
?
O

O

O

O

O

O

O

O

?

?
O

O

O

O
/

9T2052/RSEA/303576/Exet
- 44 -

November 2009

Policy Plan Development Options and
Significance Criteria Assessment
HTL
ATL
MR
NAI

PDZ3
(Flag Head Chine/Cliff to Handfast Point)
Furzey, Round, Long and Green Islands: PHB. K.2
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
residential, commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by
managing the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.

?
?
O

O

O

O

?
?
O

O

O

O
/

Main Harbour – Brownsea Island: PBH.L.1 to PBH.L.3
Western Island: PBH.L.1
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
residential, commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
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Policy Plan Development Options and
Significance Criteria Assessment
HTL
ATL
MR
NAI

PDZ3
(Flag Head Chine/Cliff to Handfast Point)
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by
managing the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
Brownsea Lagoon: PBH.L.2
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
residential, commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by
managing the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
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Policy Plan Development Options and
Significance Criteria Assessment
HTL
ATL
MR
NAI

PDZ3
(Flag Head Chine/Cliff to Handfast Point)
Brownsea Quay: PBH.L.3
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
residential, commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by
managing the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.

?
?
?
?
?
O

O

O

O

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?

?
?

?
?

Upper Estuary: PBH.J.1 to PBH.J.5
Hamworthy Common: PBH.J.1
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
residential, commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
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Policy Plan Development Options and
Significance Criteria Assessment
HTL
ATL
MR
NAI

PDZ3
(Flag Head Chine/Cliff to Handfast Point)
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by
managing the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
Lytchett Bay: PBH.J.2
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
residential, commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by
managing the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
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Policy Plan Development Options and
Significance Criteria Assessment
HTL
ATL
MR
NAI

PDZ3
(Flag Head Chine/Cliff to Handfast Point)
Holton Railway Line: PBH.J.3
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
residential, commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by
managing the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
Wareham: PBH.J.4
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
residential, commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by
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PDZ3
(Flag Head Chine/Cliff to Handfast Point)
managing the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
Arne Peninsula: PBH.J.5
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
residential, commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by
managing the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
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Table 4.4

PDZ4 Handfast Point to Durlston Head Assessment Summary

Policy Plan Development Options and
Significance Criteria Assessment
HTL
ATL
MR
NAI

PDZ4
(Handfast Point to Durlston Head)
Handfast Point to and including Ballard Common: SWA.M.1
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
residential, commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by
managing the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.

?
?
?
?
?
O
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Ballard Common to Peveril Point: SWA.N.1 to SWA.N.4
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
residential, commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
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Policy Plan Development Options and
Significance Criteria Assessment
HTL
ATL
MR
NAI

PDZ4
(Handfast Point to Durlston Head)
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by
managing the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.

?
?

?
?

Perveril Point to Durlston Head: DUR.O.1
SEA Objective A: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
residential, commercial and industrial property.
SEA Objective B: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
infrastructure.
SEA Objective C: To prevent or minimise economic losses by reducing coastal erosion and coastal flooding to
agricultural land.
SEA Objective D: To prevent or minimise coastal erosion and coastal flooding to community assets.
SEA Objective E: To prevent or minimise deterioration to health and health impacts resulting from coastal flooding.
SEA Objective F: To achieve “good ecological status” for the freshwater and marine environment under the EC Water
Framework Directive.
SEA Objective G: To identify opportunities to maintain and improve the natural environment and processes by
managing the risk from floods and coastal erosion.
SEA Objective H: To prevent or minimise coastal management interventions that have an adverse impact on the
geomorphological and geological interest of the coast or the supply and downdrift of sediment.
SEA Objective I: To protect and enhance heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Historic Parks and Gardens,
listed buildings, and Conservation Areas.
SEA Objective J: To protect and enhance the character of the landscape and visual amenity (e.g. AONB and Heritage
Coasts).
SEA Objective K: To enable existing habitats and species to adapt to a changing climate.
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4.2

Primary Trends of the PDZs

4.2.1

The detailed assessment is provided in Annex I, where each policy or policy option has
been assessed for each PDZ/policy unit. An assessment/discussion of the trends and
findings that have emerged from this detailed assessment is provided below based on
the key environmental receptors of this SMP.

4.2.1

PDZ 1: Hurst Spit to Friars Cliff

4.2.1.1

Hurst Spit and Milford CBY.A.1 to CBY.A.4
• The long-term policy between Friars Cliff to Mudeford Quay is to maintain existing
defence practice to Hurst Spit, undertake detailed study of management in front of
Milford seafront with the intent to develop more localised hard points and beach
control structures and continue recharge and recycling through the long-term policies
of HTL and MR for the four policy units. This will ensure no additional properties
associated with Keyhaven, Milford-on-Sea lie within the tidal flood zone in
comparison to the current number. Flood and erosion risk to communities will not
increase as standard of defence will be maintained at or above current standard.
Although relatively few local assets such as beach huts being protected with the
potential loss of coastal roads and caravan and campsites.
• The long-term policy of HTL and MR for the four policy units will have a mixed impact
on the local environment. This includes the potential to allow some increased
exposure of the designated geology (including Highcliffe to Milford geological SSSI,
Hurst Castle and Lymington River Estuary SSSI, Christchurch Bay GCR), while
maintaining control of the development of the shoreline. However local habitat would
potentially be affected by changes in natural processes, in particular areas of mudflat
and saltmarsh at the rear of Hurst Spit associated with the designated sites of Solent
and Southampton Water SPA and Solent Maritime SAC, which will be reduced
through coastal squeeze in combination with sea level rise. In addition the combined
influence of the long-term polices or this management area has the potential to
impact upon estuaries and adjacent coastal habitats along Milford-on-Sea including
Sturt Pond (SNCI) due to erosion and/or coastal squeeze of habitats.

4.2.1.2

Barton-on-Sea: CBY.B.1 to CBY.B.4
• The long-term policy for Barton-on-Sea is to allow natural rollback of cliff frontage
between Hordle Cliff to Barton (NAI) and maintain defence and improve drainage
along Barton-on-Sea Marine Drive East and West with potential limited intervention
with recharge (MR). Such overall polices may ensure no additional properties lie
within the tidal flood zone along Barton-on-Sea in comparison to the current number.
Flood and erosion risk to coastal communities may not increase as standard of
defence will be maintained at or above current standard. Although, the degree to
which local assets and cultural heritage sites are impacted upon will be mixed with
the potential for loss of coastal roads, car parking facilities, hotels (e.g. Cliff House
Hotel), Naish Holiday Village and Grade II Listed Buildings due to the allowed natural
rollback of cliff frontage.
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•

The long-term policy plan for Barton-on-Sea Common will however ensure
biodiversity and geological interests are maintained through promoting natural
processes essential for such designated sites as Highcliffe to Milford geological
(SSSI) and Christchurch Bay (GCR).

4.2.2

PDZ 2: Friars Cliff to Flag Head Chine

4.2.2.1

Friars Cliff to Mudeford Quay: CBY D.1 to CBY D.2
• The long-term policy between Friars Cliff to Mudeford Quay is HTL which will ensure
no additional properties lie within the tidal flood zone in comparison to the current
number. Flood and erosion risk to communities will not increase as standard of
defence will be maintained at or above current standard. In addition, local assets and
cultural heritage sites will also continue to be protected including Quay Car Park,
Mudeford Quay, Caravan sites and 11 Grade II listed buildings.
• The policy for the frontage will however not allow natural coastal processes to prevail
essential for geological interests along the cliff frontage for such designated sites as
Highcliffe to Milford geological (SSSI), Highcliffe (GCR), Friar'
s Cliff (GCR) and
Paddy'
s Gap (GCR). Due to the scale of works associated with this SMP policy units
(i.e. maintaining beach recharge through groynes), this may lead to minor changes in
condition of habitat interest features through changes in natural processes.

4.2.2.3

Christchurch Harbour: CHB.F.1 to CHB.F.6
Mudeford: CHB.F.1
• The long-term policy for the water front along Mudeford is HTL which will ensure no
additional properties lie within the tidal flood zone in comparison to the current
number. Flood and erosion risk to communities will not increase as standard of
defence will be maintained at or above current standard. Although if during the first
two epochs of MR habitat compensation is implemented then there is increased
potential of flood risk and loss of recreational grounds.
• The policy for the frontage will however not allow natural coastal processes to prevail
with the potential for local habitat quality and quantity of mudflats, reedbeds and
lagoons to be affected by coastal squeeze under this SMP policy. However,
the SMP policy would in the long-term provide additional local mud flat development
if consideration is given for removal of low walling and set back of defences under
MR (epoch 1 & 2).
Stanpit Marshes: CHB.F.2
• The long-term policy of MR will allow marshes, mudflats and reedbeds to adapt
under rising sea levels, if long-term roll back of defence is considered for Stanpit
Marshes, although potential loss of extent regarding adjoining recreational grounds
may occur through the policy of MR.
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Christchurch: CHB.F.3 and Wick: CHB.F.4
• The long-term policy for the frontage of Christchurch and Wick of HTL will ensure no
additional properties lie within the tidal flood zone in comparison to the current
number. Flood and erosion risk to communities will not increase as standard of
defence will be maintained at or above current standard. In addition, local assets and
cultural heritage sites will also continue to be protected including the golf course and
7 Grade II Listed buildings. However, the policy will not allow natural coastal
processes to prevail with the potential for local habitat quality and quantity of
mudflats, reedbeds and lagoons to be affected by coastal squeeze under this SMP
policy associated with the designated sites of Dorset Heathlands (SPA), Christchurch
Harbour (SSSI) and local BAP sites.
Hengistbury Head: CHB.F.5 and Rear of Mudeford Spit: CHB.F.6
• The long-term policy of MR and NAI along Stour Valley Way or the inside of Double
Dyke and rear of Mudeford Spit respectively will have a mixed impact on the local
environment. This includes the potential for habitats such as intertidal mudflats and
reedbeds to adapt to rising sea levels, however there is potential for local habitat
quality and quantity of mudflats, reedbeds, lagoons and dunes to be affected by
coastal squeeze along the inside of Mudeford Spit due to maintaining the integrity of
the spit. Loss of recreational assets such as the Field Studies Centre and Bird
Observation & Ringing Centre may also occur in response to the policy of MR.
4.2.2.4

Mudeford Spit to Southbourne: CBY.E.1 to PBY.E.5
• The overall intent of the combined policies between Mudeford Spit to Southbourne is
to maintain replacement of the Long Groyne and implement a strategy for Solent
Beach, with potential realignment at Southbourne through the long-term polices of
HTL and MR. The overall policies will ensure no additional properties associated with
the settlements of Southbourne lie within the tidal flood zone in comparison to the
current number. Flood and erosion risk to settlements will not increase as standard
of defence will be maintained at or above current standard. In addition, the integrity of
Hengistbury Head will be maintained under this policy providing continued protection
of Christchurch Harbour from wave action.
• The long-term policy plan for the frontage from Mudeford Spit to Southbourne may
however cause potential damage to cultural heritage sites including Hengistbury
Head SM, 5 Barrows and remains of Promontory Fort. The policies will allow natural
coastal processes to prevail essential for geological interests along the cliff frontages
for such designated sites as Christchurch Harbour (SSSI). Although, loss of habitat
(e.g. saltmarsh and heathland) may also occur through the reduction in the natural
footprint of local natural reserves and designated sites such as Dorset Heathlands
(SPA) and Dorset Heaths (SAC) along with a loss in BAP habitat.

4.2.2.5

Southbourne to Flag Head Chine: PBY.G.1 to PBY.G.4
• The long-term policy for the frontage along Poole Bay of MR will ensure no additional
properties associated with the settlements of Southbourne, Boscombe,
Bournemouth, Sandbanks and Poole lie within the tidal flood zone in comparison to
the current number. Flood and erosion risk to these coastal communities will not
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increase as standard of defence will be maintained at or above current standard. In
addition, local assets and cultural heritage sites will also continue to be protected
including the seafront businesses, car parks, beach huts, costal roads, Funicular
Railway, 7 Grade II Listed buildings, 2 Battery remains and Boscombe Pier.
• The policy for the frontage along Poole Bay of MR will however not allow natural
coastal processes to prevail essential for geological interests along the cliff frontage
for such designated sites as Poole Bay Cliff (SSSI) and West and East Bournemouth
Cliffs (GCR). However, there is potential for the local habitat condition to be not
affected by this SMP policy if appropriately designed works can be implemented in a
manner consistent with the SEA objectives for flora and fauna (see Table 2.2).
4.2.3

PDZ 3: Flag Head Chine/Cliff to Handfast Point

4.2.3.1

Open Coast: PBY/STU. H.1 to PBY/STU.H.7
• The overall intent of the policy plan for this open stretch of coastline is to maintain a
competent coastal barrier, with the entrance to the Poole harbour maintained in its
present position through the overall long-term policy plans of HTL, ATL and NAI.
The overall plan will ensure no additional properties associated with the settlements
of Sandbanks and Studland lie within the tidal flood zone in comparison to the current
number. Flood and erosion risk to settlements will not increase as standard of
defence will be maintained at or above current standard. In addition, local assets will
either continue to be protected or lost through the NAI policy around Studland
(e.g. the South West Coast path). Examples of protected local assets for this
management area include the following:
Royal Motor Yacht Club, boat moorings, landing stages (Poole Harbour);
Recreational areas;
Coastal Roads such as Shore Road/Bank Road (Poole Harbour);
Water front access (Poole Harbour); and
Ferry service facilities (Shell Bay).
• Similarly, the overall policy plan will have a mixed impact upon flora and fauna and
geology with the NAI policy along the Studland shoreline promoting natural
processes essential for the geological interests of such designated sites as Studland
Cliffs (SSSI) and the Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site. Local habitats will also
benefit such as those associated with Dorset Heaths (Purbeck & Wareham) &
Studland Dunes (SAC) through promoting natural processes, although the HTL
policy around the main channel in Poole Harbour would continue to disrupt natural
processes and not allow for landward migration of habitats under rising sea levels
(i.e. coastal squeeze), in response to development, for example Shore/Banks Road.
The intertidal habitats are recorded as being adversely affected by coastal squeeze
and this is likely to be exacerbated by continued sea level rise

4.2.3.2

Main Harbour North: PHB. I.1 to PHB. I.5
• The principle aim of the policy plan for this management area is to maintain the
important regional and national economic viability of the area. As such the policy
throughout the area is to continue to defend the built and recreational assets through
the overall policy of HTL. This will ensure no additional properties associated with the
urban settlements of Poole, Old Town, Hamworthy and Lilliput within the tidal flood
zone in comparison to the current number. Flood and erosion risk to settlements will
not increase as standard of defence will be maintained at or above current standard.
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In addition, local assets will also continue to be protected including the Salterns
Yacht Club and marina, Parkstone Yacht Club and marina, recreational grounds, car
parks, A350 bridge approach road, A350 road, A35 road, Poole and Wareham
railway line and Poole Ferry Terminal. The following Scheduled Monuments and
listed buildings for example will also be protected:
Scaplans Court High Street SM;
The Town Wall SM;
Customs House SM;
Guildhall SM;
56 Grade II Listed Buildings; and
1 Grade I Listed building.
• The overall policy of HTL however does not significantly allow natural coastal
processes to prevail or habitats such as mudflats and saltmarsh associated with
Poole Harbour (SPA) and Poole Harbour (SSSI) to adapt and move landwards under
rising sea levels (in response to development), for example along Sandbanks/Shore
Road. The intertidal habitats are recorded as being adversely affected by coastal
squeeze and this is likely to be exacerbated by continued sea level rise. In contrast
and in response to potential impacts and loss of habitats elsewhere in Pool Harbour,
additional habitats may be created within the surrounding area of the boating lake
through the creation of a more natural fringe and brackish conditions.
4.2.3.3

Main Harbour South: PHB. K.1 to PHB. K.2
• The long-term policy of NAI for the Arne Peninsula and Furzey, Round, Long and
Green Islands will ensure these natural assets continue to be the most natural of
main frontages with the Poole Harbour system and thus the overall intent of NAI will
allow natural processes to dominate. For example, the landward movement of
grazing marsh and mudflats under rising sea levels around the Arne Peninsular and
islands will be allowed under this policy, although there is potential for changes in the
favourable condition of habitats such as heathlands through increased erosion and
flooding and impacts upon freshwater habitats. There is also potential loss of local
assets and cultural heritage sites associated with Green and Furzey Islands under
the long-term policy of NAI.

4.2.3.4

Main Harbour Brownsea Island: PHB.L.1 to PHB.L.3
• The overall intent for the management of Brownsea Island under this SMP is to
essentially reduce the influence and impact of defences through the long-term
policies of NAI and MR for the whole island to allow for the continuation of natural
processes. Although under the first epoch of HTL for Brownsea Quay defences (sea
wall) will be retained for several decades, it is unclear of the impacts of the long-term
policy of MR on the National Trust properties associated with Brownsea Quay.
It is also likely that the sea wall will be retained for several decades to protect the
lagoon, however ultimately this will become unsustainable and the defence will have
to be realigned to landward and a replacement habitat for the lagoon created.
• The overall policy plan will have a mixed impact upon flora and fauna on Brownsea
Island, as although there is potential for habitats associated with Poole Harbour SPA
and Dorset Heaths SAC to move landwards such as saltmarsh under rising sea
levels there is potential flooding and erosion of heathland and other terrestrial
habitats and loss of condition.
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4.2.3.5

Upper Estuary: PHB.J.1 to PHB.J.5
• This management area provides the greatest opportunity for adjustment of defences,
allowing for improvement and adaptation of the vital nature conservation interest of
Poole Harbour, in line with sea level rise. This forms a primary intent for the area
implemented by the long-term policies of NAI and MR. However, the intent is also to
continue to manage and protect key areas of the built environment, specifically areas
of Turlin Moor, the railway line and the centres of Wareham and Stoborough through
the other long-term policy of HTL in combination with MR.
• Through the above policy plans for the upper estuary of Poole Harbour, there is
potential to allow for natural processes and landward migration of habitats under
rising sea levels. In addition, there is potential for the creation of more tidal mudflat
and saltmarsh habitat within Lychett Bay and the creation of new or compensatory
fluvial/inter-tidal habitat near the mouth of the River Frome and within the Arne
Reedbeds (NNR). However, the policy of selectively holding the line (HTL) whilst
establishing suitable retreat sites (NAI and MR) along the unit of PHB.J.5 envisages
creation of new intertidal habitat, there is also potential for significant loss of habitat
including grazing and saltmarsh. The intertidal habitats are recorded as being
adversely affected by coastal squeeze and this is likely to be exacerbated by
continued sea level rise.

4.2.4

PDZ 4: Handfast Point to Durlston Head

4.2.4.1

Handfast Point to and including Ballard Common: SWA.M.1
• The long-term policy plan of NAI between Handfast Point to and including Ballard
Common will ensure biodiversity and geological interests are maintained through
promoting natural processes essential for such designated sites as the Isle of
Portland to Studland Cliffs (SAC), Purbeck Ridge (East) (SSSI), Studland Cliffs
(SSSI) and Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site. In addition, BAP habitats will be
allowed to move landward under rising sea levels thus maintaining habitat quality and
quantity including maritime cliff and slope habitat.
• The long-term policy of the plan will however potentially cause a loss to the extent of
recreational areas and cultural heritage assets including Ballard Down, although in
response to the sparseness of settlements along this policy unit, the potential for loss
of property through the long-term implementation of this policy is considered to be
relatively low.

4.2.4.2

Ballard Common to Peveril Point: SWA.N.1 to SWA.N.4
• The long-term policy for the frontage of Swanage (HTL) consisting of continued
beach recharge, groynes and sea wall maintenance will ensure no additional
properties lie within the tidal flood zone in comparison to the current number. Flood
and erosion risk to coastal communities will not increase as standard of defence will
be maintained at or above current standard. In addition, local assets and cultural
heritage sites will also continue to be protected including the promenade, tourist
facilities, coastguard station & slipway, fisherman huts and sailing club, recreation
grounds, Swanage Pier and the old prison and pump.
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• The overall policy of HTL over the first two epochs through increasing both the extent
of defence and potentially the height of defence will ensure flood and erosion risk to
coastal communities north of New Swanage will not increase as standard of defence
will be maintained at or above current standard. However, transition over the third
epoch (MR) will potentially cause loss to 20 properties for this policy unit and
potential loss to local assets including hotel and tourist facilities and extent of useable
recreational areas, although no cultural heritage sites will be lost.
• The above policies to be implemented between Ballard Common to Peveril Point will
however not allow natural coastal processes to prevail essential for geological
interests along the cliff frontage of Swanage for such designated sites as South
Dorset Coast (SSSI), Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site and Dorset AONB. In
addition, the quality and quantity of BAP habitats including fens and maritime cliff and
slope habitat will also be impacted upon through loss of natural processes.
4.2.4.3

Perveril Point to Durlston Head: DUR.O.1
• The first two epochs (MR) which would include drainage management would provide
stability of cliffs and reduce loss of damage to properties from cliff erosion. However,
without erosion protection it is unclear of the long-term impact of cliff erosion/rollback
on local settlements and assets, for example the integrity of the coast guard station,
extent of useable recreational areas and the south west coastal path regarding the
third epoch (NAI). Similarly, cultural heritage assets within close proximity to the
retreating shoreline including 4 gun placement remains and Durlston Castle and
lighthouse may be prone to the potential impacts associated with the third epoch.
• The long-term policy plan of NAI for Perveril Point to Durlston Head will however
ensure biodiversity and geological interests are maintained through promoting natural
processes essential for such designated sites as the Isle of Portland to Studland
Cliffs (SAC), South Dorset Coast (SSSI), Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site and
Dorset AONB.
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4.3

Conclusion

4.3.1

In general, a key driver for the development of this SMP was the provision of a balance
between the two contrasting requirements of ensuring the continued defence of
established settlements on a fixed coastline, while promoting coastal dynamism and
ensuring that areas of the Poole and Christchurch Bays coastline retain this special
quality.

4.3.2

Maintaining the protection of historic settlements, coastal communities / settlements and
material assets through such policies as HTL, will involve significant loss of important or
threatened habitats and species associated with SPAs, SACs, and Ramsar Sites,
in particular within Poole Harbour (e.g. saltmarsh, mudflats, waders). This would occur
through lack of available adaptation area for intertidal and terrestrial habitats during sea
level rise in response to coastal squeeze associated with current defences
(e.g. Wareham Tidal Banks), infrastructure or local topography. This will potentially
require mitigation through the creation of equivalent habitat elsewhere
(i.e. compensatory habitat) (see Section 5).

4.3.3

There is also potential for limiting of sediment movement along the coast and geological
exposure of cliffs through such polices as HTL. Although such policies as NAI will allow
continued erosion of the chalk cliffs for example, between Durlston Cliff Flats to Durlston
Head which comply with BAP targets, as does the recommended long term erosion of
Studland Cliffs and Purbeck Ridge (East). However, the policies which promote long
term erosion or deposition (NAI) or MR will invariably impact upon the recorded and
unknown historic environment, as the coverage of the coastal heritage resource is so
extensive.

4.3.4

Collectively, the proposed SMP does try to provide a sustainable balance between both
socio-economic and environmental core values associated with Poole and Christchurch
Bays.
For quantitative values of potential habitat loss associated with the long term
policy plans for this SMP, I refer the reader to Table 6.1 of the corresponding
Habitat Regulation Assessment.
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5

MITIGATION & MONITORING

5.1

Introduction

5.1.1

Of the minor adverse effects identified in this assessment (detailed in Annex I), some
are addressed within the wider context of synergies and balance in relation to the effects
of other management areas, whilst some require specific mitigation. SMP policy in some
management areas work against natural processes, for example, in order to hold key
areas of coast to protect other environmental values. It is the manner in which policy is
applied across the whole SMP area, in order to provide balance, that is the important
factor in such examples and therefore, mitigation is not appropriate or required.

5.1.2

However, the SMP does require mitigation for singular effects, where an adverse effect
has been identified. It is considered that in this context, the following measures are
required to support the SMP to avoid an adverse effect on the environmental values of
Poole and Christchurch Bays shoreline.

5.2

Habitat Monitoring and Management
Effects on the Integrity of International Sites

5.2.1

One of the main effects of SMP policy will be the shift in transitional habitat composition
(particularly the loss or gain of intertidal habitat and the relative ratios of mudflat to
saltmarsh). There is a need, therefore, to ensure that existing monitoring of BAP habitat
in the plan area is provided in a manner which will highlight shifts in BAP habitat extent,
and informs the BAP recording process. This mechanism is required to ensure that
wider mechanisms exist for BAP habitat creation which addresses emerging
requirements based on the effects of the SMP.
Impacts on SSSIs

5.2.2

The SMP has the potential to affect the condition of SSSIs through changes in habitat
and coastal management (due to the number of SSSIs on the coast), with knock-on
effects on the high level targets relating to SSSIs in favourable condition. A key tool,
therefore, in managing and monitoring change for the Poole and Christchurch Bays
shoreline is the continued monitoring of SSSI units, which enables an early
determination of where favourable condition may be threatened by inappropriate coastal
management (SMP policy). It is considered that the existing monitoring programme
undertaken by Natural England would be sufficient for this purpose, but there is a need
to feed any initial findings into the SMP Action Plan and the development of subsequent
SMP policy at the earliest stage.

5.2.3

The SMP provides policy direction which is indicative of expenditure required on the
coast. Simply, where SMP policy relates to the provision, enhancement or replacement
of defences, the SMP policy will be instrumental in securing funding for schemes, since
it is a key consideration in the determination of applications for funding.

5.2.4

It is not the intent or role of the SMP to secure funding, as a mechanism for policy.
It therefore follows that in providing policy direction, the SMP fulfils its role in identifying
the areas where funding will be required. To this end, it is considered outside of the
scope of the SMP to provide funding as mitigation for policy.
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Investigation of Historic Environment Sites
5.2.5

Potential examples were found where SMP policy would lead to the loss of
sites/features which are important to the historic environment such as Scheduled
Monuments, Listed Buildings etc.

5.2.6

Within the SMP Action Plan therefore, English Heritage will be instrumental in
establishing what the specific nature of losses may be, and where losses are known, a
figure for investigation established so that this funding can be sought from Government.
The intent of addressing this matter within the SMP Action Plan will be to ensure that
English Heritage are provided with funds, in advance to investigate threatened sites.
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6

THE NEXT STEPS IN THE SEA PROCESS

6.1

This report is provided for consultation simultaneously with the SMP itself. Comments
should be provided either in writing or electronically to:
Mr Peter Thornton
Principal Environmental Scientist
Royal Haskoning
Stratus House
Emperor Way
Exeter
Devon
EX1 3QS
p.thornton@royalhaskoning.com

6.1

The Purpose of Consultation

6.1.1

The purpose of consultation for this report is to establish:
•

Have the environmental issues been correctly identified?

•

Does the report correctly identify the assessment criteria which should be used
to assess the plan?

•

Is the information provided correct? and;

•

If issues or detail have been omitted which should be a key element of the
assessment?

6.1.2

Answers to these questions, or other issues relating to the environmental effects of the
plan would be welcome as a component of consultation. Feedback received will shape
the finalisation of this report and the evaluation of the environmental effects of the SMP.
The final consideration and endorsement of the plan will be provided in response to
these issues.

6.2

Subsequent Documents

6.2.1

Following the completion of this report, a Post Adoption Statement will be provided
which will detail how the environmental considerations of this process have been
integrated into the SMP and how the consultation and response to consultation has
been considered within the SEA process.
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8

ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS
AOD

Above Ordnance Datum

AONB

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

BAP

Biodiversity Action Plan

Defra

Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

o

Degrees Celsius

EA

Environment Agency

EC

European Commission

EIA

Environmental Impact Assessment

ER

Environmental Report

ESA

Environmentally Sensitive Area

EU

European Union

GIS

Geographical Information Systems

Ha

Hectares

JNCC

Joint Nature Conservation Committee

km

Kilometre

km2

Kilometre squared (or 100ha)

LBAP

Local Biodiversity Action Plan

m

metre

MNR

Marine Nature Reserve

NNR

National Nature Reserve

NTS

Non-Technical Summary

PPPs

Plans, Programmes and Policies

R&D

Research and Development

RBD

River Basin District

RDP

Rural Development Plan

SAC

Special Area of Conservation

SAM

Scheduled Ancient Monument

SEA

Strategic Environmental Assessment

SFRA

Strategic Flood Risk Assessment

SPA

Special Protection Area

SR

Scoping Report

SSSI

Site of Special Scientific Interest

C
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UK

United Kingdom

UKCIP

UK Climate Change Impact Programme

WFD

Water Framework Directive

WHS

World Heritage Site
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9

A GLOSSARY OF TERMS
Adapted from: http://www.environmentagency.gov.uk/commondata/acrobat/6_chapter_5_glossary__1388113.pdf
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) were formally designated under the
National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act of 1949 to protect areas of the
countryside of high scenic quality that cannot be selected for National Park status due to
their lack of opportunities for outdoor recreation (an essential objective of National
Parks). The Countryside Agency is responsible for designating AONBs and advising
Government and others on how they should be protected and managed. Further
information on AONBs can be found at http://www.aonb.org.uk/
Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP)
An agreed plan for a habitat or species, which forms part of the UK’s commitment to
biodiversity. For further information consult the BAP website: http://www.ukbap.org.uk
Birds Directive
European Community Directive (79/409/EEC) on the conservation of wild birds.
Implemented in the UK as the Conservation (Natural Habitats, etc.) Regulations (1994).
For further information consult the HMSO website:
http://www.hmso.gov.uk/si/si1994/Uksi_19942716_en_1.htm
Consultation Bodies
Authorities, which because of their environmental responsibilities are likely to be
concerned by the effects of implementing, plans and programmes and must be
consulted at specified stages of the SEA.
Environment Agency
Non-departmental public body responsible for the delivery of government policy relating
to the environment and flood risk management in England.
Environmental Appraisal
A form of environmental assessment used in the UK (primarily for development plans)
since the early 1990s, supported by “Environmental Appraisal of Development Plans: A
Good Practice Guide” (DoE, 1993); more recently superseded by sustainability
appraisal. Some aspects of environmental appraisal foreshadow the requirements of
the SEA Directive.
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
Generically, a method or procedure for predicting the effects on the environment of a
proposal, either for an individual project or a higher-level “strategy” (a policy, plan or
programme), with the aim of taking account of these effects in decision-making. The
term “Environmental Impact Assessment” (EIA) is used, as in European Directive
337/85/EEC, for assessments of projects. In the SEA Directive, an environmental
assessment means “the preparation of an environmental report, the carrying out of
consultations, the taking into account of the environmental report and the results of the
consultations in decision-making and the provision of information on the decision”, in
accordance with the Directive’s requirements.
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Environmental Report (ER)
Document required by the SEA Directive as part of an environmental assessment, which
identifies, describes and evaluates the likely significant effects on the environment of
implementing a plan or programme.
Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESA)
ESA schemes were introduced by the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(MAFF; predecessor to Defra) in 1987 and are designated under the provisions of
sections 18 and 19 of the 1986 Agriculture Act and Environmentally Sensitive Area
(Stage II) Designation (Amendment)(No2) Order 2001. They are governed by Defra and
offer incentives (on a 10 year agreement with a 5 year break clause) to encourage
farmers to adopt agricultural practices which would safeguard and enhance parts of the
country of particularly high landscape, wildlife or historic value. Further detail can be
found on Defra’s website:
http://www.defra.gov.uk/erdp/schemes/esas/default.htm
Fetch
The distance of sea over which the wind blows.
Flood Map
The Flood Map is the Environment Agency'
s public face map for floodplain information.
It shows the Flood Zone extents, which ignore defences, the location of raised defences,
and the area benefiting from defences. Available on the Environment Agency'
s website,
it also provides information on the likelihood of flooding to general areas of land.
Freshwater Fisheries Directive Designation
EC Directive 78/659/EEC on the Quality of Fresh Waters Needing Protection or
Improvement in order to Support Fish Life (‘The Freshwater Fish Directive’) aims to
protect and improve water quality and forms part of the Environment Agency’s water
quality monitoring programme. Under the Directive the UK Government was required to
designate two categories of water: those suitable for salmonids (waters that have the
potential to support fish of the family Salmonidae, mainly salmon and trout but also
grayling) and those suitable for cyprinids (from the family Cyprinidae plus pike, perch
and eel).
The Directive sets standards to safeguard freshwater fisheries, mainly
relating to the quality of the water, and requires that certain designated stretches of
water meet these standards in order to enable fish to live or breed. For further
information please consult the website: http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/
Geographical Information System (GIS)
A GIS is a computer-based system for capturing, storing, checking, integrating,
manipulating, analysing and displaying data that are spatially referenced.
Groundwater
Water occurring below ground in natural formations (typically rocks, gravels and sands).
Indicator
A measure of variables over time, often used to measure achievement of objectives.
Land Use
Various designations of activities, developments, cropping types, etc for which land is
used.
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Land Management
Various forms of activities relating to agricultural, forestry, etc practice.
Local Authority Development Plans
These statutory land development plans generally cover a 10-year period from the date
of their adoption. However, the local authorities currently review these plans on a 5yearly basis. A District Council and a Unitary Authority will produce a Local Plan and a
County Council produce a Structure Plan. A Structure Plan guides the Local Plans of
several District Councils.
Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP)
A local agenda (produced by the local authority) with plans and targets to protect and
enhance biodiversity and achieve sustainable development. We are committed to
Biodiversity Action Plans and works with central government (Rio Earth Summit, 1992)
to realise LBAP objectives.
Mitigation
Used in this SEA to refer to measures to avoid, reduce or offset significant adverse
effects on the environment.
National Nature Reserve (NNR)
National Nature Reserves are designated under the National Parks and Access to the
Countryside Act 1949 or the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) primarily
for nature conservation, but can also include sites with special geological of
physiographic features. They were established to protect the most important areas of
wildlife habitat and geological formations in Britain, and as places for scientific research.
All NNRs are “nationally important” and are best examples of a particular
habitat/ecosystem. NNRs receive SSSI designation under The Countryside and Rights
of Way Act 2000 and The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).
National Parks
The National Park Authority'
s duties and powers are derived from a number of Acts of
Parliament and statements of Government Policy, most recently the Environment Act
1995. The Statutory purposes of National Parks, which the Authority has the duty to
pursue, are:
•
•

to conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the
area ;and
to promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the area'
s
special qualities by the public.

In pursuing these purposes we also have a duty to seek to foster the economic and
social well being of the communities within the National Park, but without incurring
significant expenditure in doing so. For further information please consult the National
Park Authorities website at http://www.anpa.gov.uk/
Objective
A statement of what is intended, specifying the desired direction of change in trends.
Ordnance Datum Newlyn
Ordnance Datum Newlyn (ODN) is a traditional vertical coordinate system, consisting of
a tide gauge datum with initial point at Newlyn (Cornwall) and a Terrestrial Reference
Frame observed by spirit levelling between 200 fundamental bench marks across
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Britain. Each bench mark has an orthometric height only (not ellipsoid height or
accurate horizontal position). This coordinate system is important because it is used to
describe vertical positions of features on British maps (for example, spot heights and
contours) in terms of height above mean sea level. The word Datum in the title refers,
strictly speaking, to the tide gauge initial point only, not to the national levelled bench
marks.
Plan or Programme
The term “plan or programme” covers any plans or programmes to which the SEA
Directive applies.
Ramsar Site
The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance, Especially as
Waterfowl Habitat (1971) imposes a requirement on the UK Government to promote the
wise use of wetlands and to protect wetlands of international importance. This includes
the designation of certain areas as Ramsar Sites, where their importance for nature
conservation (especially with respect to waterfowl) and environmental sustainability
meet certain criteria. Ramsar sites receive SSSI designation under The Countryside
and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 and The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as
amended). Further information can be located on the RAMSAR convention on wetlands
website: http://www.ramsar.org/
Responsible Authority
The organisation which prepares a plan or programme subject to the Directive and is
responsible for the SEA.
River Quality Objective (RQO)
Rivers and canals are monitored under the requirements of the Water Resources Act,
1991. This legislation empowered the Secretary of State for the Environment and for
Wales to set Statutory Water Quality Objectives to secure specific water quality
standards. To meet this requirement we, as the nominated statutory body, have
introduced the River Quality Objective (RQO) classification system. Currently, RQOs
are classified using a River Ecosystem (RE) Classification, which is based on a set of
chemical water quality parameters defined within the EC Freshwater Fish Directive
(78/659/EEC). There are five river ecosystem classes, from RE1 to RE5. The RQO
classification system provides an indication of the water quality conditions that we would
like to see in all significant rivers but there are no legal requirements directly connected
with it. Instead the RQO system provides an indication of the '
ideal'quality of waters and
thereby provides an indication of their relative importance. For further information
consult the following website: http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk
Scheduled Ancient Monuments
To protect archaeological sites for future generations, the most valuable of them may be
“scheduled”. Scheduling is the process through which nationally important sites and
monuments are given legal protection by being placed on a list, or ‘schedule’
Scoping
The process of deciding the scope and level of detail of an SEA, including the
environmental effects and alternatives which need to be considered, the assessment
methods to be used, and the structure and contents of the Environmental Report.
Screening
The process of deciding whether a plan or programme requires SEA.
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Shingle beach
A shingle beach is a beach which is armoured with pebbles or small to medium sized
cobbles. Typically the stone composition may grade from characteristic sizes ranging
from 2 to 200 millimeters in diameter.
Shoreline Management Plan (SMP)
Non-statutory plans to provide sustainable coastal defence policies (to prevent erosion
by the sea and flooding of low-lying coastal land), and to set objectives for the future
management of the shoreline. They are prepared by the Environment Agency and
maritime local authorities, acting individually or as part of coastal defence groups.
Significant environmental effects
Effects on the environment which are significant in the context of a plan or programme.
Criteria for assessing significance are set out in Annex II of the SEA Directive.
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) are notified under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW)
Act 2000 for their flora, fauna, geological or physiographical features. Notification of a
SSSI includes a list of operations that may be harmful to the special interest of the site.
The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (provisions relating to SSSIs) has been replaced
by a new Section 28 in Schedule 9 of the CROW Act. The new Section 28 provides
significantly enhanced protection for SSSIs. All cSACs, SPAs and Ramsar sites are
designated as SSSIs.
Special Area for Conservation (SAC)
An internationally important site for habitats and/or species, designated as required
under the EC Habitats Directive. SACs are protected for their internationally important
habitat and non-bird species. They also receive SSSI designation under The
Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000; and The Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981 (as amended). For further details refer to the following The Joint Nature
Conservation Committee website http://www.jncc.gov.uk
Special Protection Area (SPA)
A site of international importance for birds, designated as required by the EC Birds
Directive. SPAs are designated for their international importance as breeding, feeding
and roosting habitat for bird species. The Government is required to consider the
conservation of SPAs in all planning decisions. SPAs receive SSSI designation under
The Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 and The Wildlife and Countryside
Act 1981 (as amended). For further details refer to the European Commission: website:
http://europa.eu.int/ and The Joint Nature Conservation Committee website at:
http://www.jncc.gov.uk/ukspa/sites/spalistA-C.htm
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)
Generic term used to describe environmental assessment as applied to policies, plans
and programmes. In this report, “SEA” is used to refer to the type of environmental
assessment required under the SEA Directive.
SEA Directive
European Directive 2001/42/EC “on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and
programmes on the environment”.
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SEA Regulations
The regulations transposing the SEA Directive into law, namely The Environmental
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA)
A broad scale assessment of flood risk carried out by a unitary authority or district
council. Such Documents are drafted so that proposed developments can be quickly
appraised to Planning policy Guidance.
Structure Plan
A statutory plan comprising part of the Development Plan, prepared by County Councils
or a combination of unitary authorities, containing strategic policies that cover key
planning issues over a broad area and provide a framework for local planning.
Sustainability
Is a concept, which deals with mankind’s impact, through development, on the
environment. Sustainable development is ‘development which meets the needs of the
present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs’
(Brundtland, 1987). It should also take account, for example, of the long-term demands
for non-renewable materials.
Water Framework Directive (WFD)
European Community Directive (2000/60/EC) on integrated river basin management.
The WFD sets out environmental objectives for water status based on: ecological and
chemical parameters; common monitoring and assessment strategies; arrangements for
river basin administration and planning; and a programme of measures in order to meet
the objectives.
For further detail consult the European Commission website:
http://europa.eu.int
Wildlife & Countryside Act
The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) is the principal mechanism for the
legislative protection of wildlife. The Wildlife and Countryside Act is divided into four
parts:
•
•
•
•

Part I is concerned with the protection of wildlife;
Part II relates to the countryside and national parks (and the designation of
protected areas);
Part III covers public rights of way; and
Part IV deals with miscellaneous provisions of the Act.

The designation of protected species is included in Schedules 1, 5 and 8 of the Act,
which list protected birds, protected animals and protected plants, respectively.
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ANNEX I: DETAILED ASSESSMENT

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ
Hurst Spit (CBY7) - PDZ1

Hurst Spit to Hordle Cliff (CBY6) PDZ1

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report

Why the Feature is Important?

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets

Theme Review Objectives / Targets

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)

CBY.A.1: HTL for all
epochs

Shingle spit

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Important geomorphological feature. Erosion of spit, and potential
threat of breach, land west of the spit is low lying and undefended.

Shelters western Solent from storm waves. Recreational area
and permits access to Hurst Castle.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Maintain recreational area and continued access to
Hurst Castle

Policy (HTL): The overall policy would allow for the integrity of the spit to be
maintained through beach management and maintenance of rock revetment
to west and in front of Hurst Castle. North Point would be allowed to develop
naturally while continuing to provide a source of sediment for recycling
under an agreed management plan.Therefore minor positive impact.

CBY.A.1: HTL for all
epochs

Hurst Castle and Lymington River Estuary (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural
processes. Reduction of saltmarsh, reedbed and shingle habitat
due to coastal squeeze. Reduction of brackish and freshwater
lagoon habitat due to erosion.

The site extends along nine kilometres of the north-west Solent
shore and embraces a wide range of coastal habitats of limited
distribution on the south coast which are of biological and
geomorphological importance.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): Local habitat such as shingle would be affected by coastal
squeeze under this SMP policy which is to overall HTL,thus minor negative.

CBY.A.1: HTL for all
epochs

Hurst Castle and Lighthouse

Cultural heritage and
assets

Damage or destruction to Scheduled Monument due to erosion or
flooding.

Scheduled Monument is a major landmark, tourist attraction and No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Minimise damage or destruction of historic
of historical significance.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
environment without unduly preventing natural
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

CBY.A.1: HTL for all
epochs

Solent and Southampton Water (SPA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Solent and Southampton Water SPA site comprises a series of
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
estuaries and adjacent coastal habitats important for breeding
coastal squeeze.
gulls and terns and wintering waterfowl.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): Local habitat would be affected by changes in natural
processes under this SMP policy which is to overall HTL. In particular areas
of mudflat and saltmarsh will be reduced and this would occur incombination with sea level rise. Thus minor negative.

CBY.A.1: HTL for all
epochs

Solent and Southampton Water (Ramsar)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The site comprises a series of estuaries and adjacent coastal
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
habitats including intertidal mud and sandflats saline lagoons,
coastal squeeze.
vegetated shingle, saltmarsh, reedbeds, damp woodland, and
grazing marsh.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): Local habitat would be affected by changes in natural
processes under this SMP policy which is to overall HTL. In particular areas
of mudflat and saltmarsh will be reduced and this would occur incombination with sea level rise. Thus minor negative.

CBY.A.1: HTL for all
epochs

Solent Maritime (SAC)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The SAC has been designated predominately in response to
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
Annex I habitats including estuaries, Spartina swards, Atlantic
coastal squeeze.
salt meadows.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): Local habitat would be affected by changes in natural
processes under this SMP policy which is to overall HTL. In particular areas
of mudflat and saltmarsh will be reduced and this would occur incombination with sea level rise. Thus minor negative.

CBY.A.1: HTL for all
epochs

Keyhaven

Human beings, including Loss or damage to properties from flooding or erosion.
population and assets

Keyhaven is a significant residential area and community.

Reduce number of properties within the coastal flood Minimise damage to or loss of properties and
zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.
infrastructure.

Policy (HTL): The overall policy would allow for the continued protection to
Keyhaven through beach management and maintenance of rock revetment
to west and in front of Hurst Castle. North Point would be allowed to develop
naturally while continuing to provide a source of sediment for recycling
under an agreed management plan.Therefore minor positive impact.

CBY.A.2: HTL, MR, MR; Car park
CBY.A.3:HTL for all
epochs and CBYA.4: MR
for all epochs

Human beings, including Threat of erosion to car park facilities.
population and assets

Car park allows visitors to enjoy the coast.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure a facility for car parking exists.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (MR, MR & HTL): The combined influence of the long-term SMP
policies for this management area has the potential to reduce the extent of
the car parks through the process of cliff erosion or rollback. Therefore
minor negative impact.

CBY.A.2: HTL, MR, MR; Milford-on-Sea
CBY.A.3:HTL for all
epochs and CBYA.4: MR
for all epochs

Human beings, including Loss or damage to properties and infrastructure due to failure or
population and assets
loss of defences or erosion.

Milford on Sea is a significant residential area and community.
Failure of current defences would lead to erosion of coastline.
Erosion threatens properties and community, but allow natural
processes to continue

Reduce number of properties within the coastal flood Minimise damage to or loss of properties and
zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.
infrastructure.

Policy (MR, MR & HTL): The combined influence of the long-term SMP
policies for this management area has the potential to protect the core
values of Milford-on-Sea including the majority of properties. Therefore
minor positive impact.

CBY.A.2: HTL, MR, MR; 2 Listed buildings at Milford on Sea
CBY.A.3:HTL for all
epochs and CBYA.4: MR
for all epochs

Cultural heritage and
assets

Important to national heritage due to its quality or rarity within the No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Minimise damage or destruction of historic
environment without unduly preventing natural
historic environment resource.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (MR, MR & HTL): The combined influence of the long-term SMP
policies for this management area has the potential to damage heritage sites
including Listed Buildings along Milford-on-Sea through the process of cliff
erosion or rollback. Therefore minor negative impact.

CBY.A.2: HTL, MR, MR; Road
CBY.A.3:HTL for all
epochs and CBYA.4: MR
for all epochs

Human beings, including Erosion of coast could affect road infrastructure.
population and assets

Loss of roads would restrict movement of traffic between local
communities. Limited alternative routes inland.

Policy (MR, MR & HTL): The combined influence of the long-term SMP
policies for this management area has the potential to reduce the extent of
coastal roads along Milford-on-Sea through the process of cliff erosion or
rollback, although the coastal roads have the potential to be realigned and
protected through the development of a more substantial beach area.
Therefore mixed impact.

CBY.A.2: HTL, MR, MR; Beach Huts
CBY.A.3:HTL for all
epochs and CBYA.4: MR
for all epochs

Human beings, including Loss of beach huts (currently behind defences) due to rising sea
population and assets
levels and/or erosion. Loss may occur due to failure of defences.

Loss of beach huts would indicate a threat to the coastline. Value Reduce number of social and community assets
Minimise damage to or loss of properties.
attached to a beach hut may be disproportionately high
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (MR, MR & HTL): The combined influence of the long-term SMP
policies for this management area has the potential to protect the beach huts
of Milford-on-Sea through the development of a more substantial beach
area. Therefore minor positive impact.

CBY.A.2: HTL, MR, MR; Caravan & campsite
CBY.A.3:HTL for all
epochs and CBYA.4: MR
for all epochs

Human beings, including Threat to site from erosion.
population and assets

Loss of tourist facility and impact to business. Caravans are
perceived as temporary and mobile.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Monitor rate of erosion.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (MR, MR & HTL): The combined influence of the long-term SMP
policies for this management area has the potential to reduce the extent of
the caravan and camp site through the process of cliff erosion or rollback,
although given the proximity of the site this could be unlikely. Therefore
neutral impact.

CBY.A.2: HTL, MR, MR; Highcliffe to Milford geological (SSSI)
CBY.A.3:HTL for all
epochs and CBYA.4: MR
for all epochs

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Inappropriate coastal management measures preventing natural
processes, and resulting in vegetation of cliff deposits and site
features.

This coastal site provides access to the standard succession of
the fossil rich Barton Beds and Headon Beds. Various exposures
within the Site are considered important both in a national and
international context. In addition to the geological interest the
cliffs and coastal slopes of this site are of contemporary
biological interest.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR, MR & HTL): The combined influence of the long-term SMP
policies for this management area has the potential to allow some increased
exposure of the designated geology, while maintaining control of the
development of the shoreline. Therefore minor positive impact.

CBY.A.2: HTL, MR, MR; Milford-on-Sea (LNR)
CBY.A.3:HTL for all
epochs and CBYA.4: MR
for all epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Locally recognised nature reserve.
processes. Reduction of habitats due to erosion.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

Policy (MR): The combined influence of the long-term SMP policies for this
management area has the potential to reduce the extent of the LNR and
associated habitats through the process of cliff erosion or rollback.
Therefore minor negative impact.

CBY.A.2: HTL, MR, MR; Shingle beach
CBY.A.3:HTL for all
epochs and CBYA.4: MR
for all epochs

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Erosion of beach could lead to breach of spit

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Minimise loss of recreational area.

Policy (MR, MR & HTL): The combined influence of the long-term SMP
policies for this management area has the potential to protect the shingle
beach through the development of a more substantial beach area. Therefore
minor positive impact.

Yes

Beach is used for recreation

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure transport links between communities exists.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): The overall policy would allow for the protection of Hurst
Castle to be maintained through beach management and maintenance of
rock revetment to west and in front of Hurst Castle. North Point would be
allowed to develop naturally while continuing to provide a source of
sediment for recycling under an agreed management plan.Therefore minor
positive impact.

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ

Hordle Cliff Barton to Golf Course
(CBY5) - PDZ1

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report

Why the Feature is Important?

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets

Theme Review Objectives / Targets

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)

CBY.A.2: HTL, MR, MR

Mudflats BAP Habitat

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): The combined influence of the long-term SMP policies for this
management area has the potential to impact on estuaries and adjacent
coastal habitats including mudflats along Milford-on-Sea due to potential
erosion and/or coastal squeeze of habitats. Therefore minor negative
impact.

CBY.A.2: HTL, MR, MR

Reedbeds BAP Habitat

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): The combined influence of the long-term SMP policies for this
management area has the potential to impact on estuaries and adjacent
coastal habitats including reedbeds along Milford-on-Sea due to potential
erosion and/or coastal squeeze of habitats. Therefore minor positive impact.

CBY.A.2: HTL, MR, MR

Saline Lagoon BAP Habitat

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to Policy (MR): The combined influence of the long-term SMP policies for this
management area has the potential to impact on estuaries and adjacent
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management. coastal habitats including saline lagoons along Milford-on-Sea due to
potential erosion and/or coastal squeeze of habitats. Therefore minor
negative impact.

CBY.A.2: HTL, MR, MR; Solent Maritime (SAC)
CBY.A.3:HTL for all
epochs and CBYA.4: MR
for all epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The SAC has been designated predominately in response to
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
Annex I habitats including estuaries, Spartina swards, Atlantic
coastal squeeze.
salt meadows.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR, MR & HTL): The combined influence of the long-term SMP
policies for this management area has the potential to impact upon local
habitat, in particular areas of mudflat and saltmarsh which will be reduced
and this would occur in-combination with sea level rise. Thus minor
negative.

CBY.A.2: HTL, MR, MR; Solent and Southampton Water (SPA)
CBY.A.3:HTL for all
epochs and CBYA.4: MR
for all epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Solent and Southampton Water SPA site comprises a series of
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
estuaries and adjacent coastal habitats important for breeding
coastal squeeze.
gulls and terns and wintering waterfowl.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR, MR & HTL): The combined influence of the long-term SMP
policies for this management area has the potential to impact upon local
habitat, in particular areas of mudflat and saltmarsh which will be reduced
and this would occur in-combination with sea level rise. Thus minor
negative.

CBY.A.2: HTL, MR, MR; Solent and Southampton Water (Ramsar)
CBY.A.3:HTL for all
epochs and CBYA.4: MR
for all epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The site comprises a series of estuaries and adjacent coastal
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
habitats including intertidal mud and sandflats saline lagoons,
coastal squeeze.
vegetated shingle, saltmarsh, reedbeds, damp woodland, and
grazing marsh.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR, MR & HTL): The combined influence of the long-term SMP
policies for this management area has the potential to impact upon local
habitat, in particular areas of mudflat and saltmarsh which will be reduced
and this would occur in-combination with sea level rise. Thus minor
negative.

CBY.A.2: HTL, MR, MR

Hurst Castle and Lymington River Estuary (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural
processes. Reduction of saltmarsh, reedbed and shingle habitat
due to coastal squeeze. Reduction of brackish and freshwater
lagoon habitat due to erosion.

The site extends along nine kilometres of the north-west Solent
shore and embraces a wide range of coastal habitats of limited
distribution on the south coast which are of biological and
geomorphological importance.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): The combined influence of the long-term SMP policies for this
management area has the potential to allow some increased exposure of the
designated geology, while maintaining control of the development of the
shoreline. Therefore minor positive impact.

CBY.A.2: HTL, MR, MR

Sturt Pond (SNCI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Area is of ecological importance as a major aquatic habitat and
processes. Reduction of brackish and freshwater lagoon habitat
there is potential for changes in sedimentation processes and
due to erosion.
loss of habitat.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

Policy (MR): The combined influence of the long-term SMP policies for this
management area has the potential to reduce the extent of the SNCI in
particular the lagoon habitat through the process of cliff erosion or rollback.
Therefore minor negative impact.

CBY.A.2: HTL, MR, MR

Keyhaven Field (SNCI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Area is of ecological importance and there is potential for loss of Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes. Reduction of saltmarsh habitat due to coastal squeeze. terrestrial habitat including saltmarsh.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
Reduction of terrestrial habitats due to erosion.
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

Policy (MR): The combined influence of the long-term SMP policies for this
management area has the potential to reduce the extent of the SNCI in
particular terrestrial habitats through the process of cliff erosion or rollback.
Therefore minor negative impact.

CBY.A.2: HTL, MR, MR; Christchurch Bay (SMA)
CBY.A.3:HTL for all
epochs and CBYA.4: MR
for all epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Christchurch SMA contains habitats and species sensitive to
processes.
anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (MR, MR & HTL): The natural condition of the site and its features
features, in particular Eelgrass and Maerl beds,
would not be affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative
subject to natural change. Prevent adverse impact on implications. Therefore neutral impact.
the habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

CBY.A.2: HTL, MR, MR; Christchurch Bay (GCR)
CBY.A.3:HTL for all
epochs and CBYA.4: MR
for all epochs

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Exposed sediments, rocks, fossils and features of the GCR
processes.
landscape assist understanding of Earth science and the
geological history of Britain.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Restore/maintain action of natural processes that
have led to existing geological interest. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to cliff
stabilisation and inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR, MR & HTL): The combined influence of the long-term SMP
policies for this management area has the potential to allow some increased
exposure of the designated geology, while maintaining control of the
development of the shoreline. Therefore minor positive impact.

Inappropriate coastal management measures preventing natural
processes, and resulting in vegetation of cliff deposits and site
features.

This coastal site provides access to the standard succession of
the fossil rich Barton Beds and Headon Beds. Various exposures
within the Site are considered important both in a national and
international context. In addition to the geological interest the
cliffs and coastal slopes of this site are of contemporary
biological interest.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will promote natural processes and prevent
adverse impacts to existing geological interests of Barton and Hordle Cliffs.
Therefore minor positive impact.

CBY.B.1: NAI for all
epochs

Highcliffe to Milford geological (SSSI)

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

CBY.B.1: NAI for all
epochs

Car park

Human beings, including Threat of erosion to car park facilities.
population and assets

Erosion affecting the car park would be quite extensive

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure a facility for car parking exists.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (NAI): Potential for loss of car park extent under this policy due to
increased erosion. Therefore minor negative impact.

CBY.B.1: NAI for all
epochs

Wreck of schooner Lanoma (1951)

Cultural heritage and
assets

No

Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
recreational resource (diving).

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Avoid disturbance to the natural depositional
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
processes over wreck sites.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy NAI): There is potential for loss of heritage site under this policy due
to increased erosion and thus deposition on wreck site. Therefore minor
negative impact.

CBY.B.1: NAI for all
epochs

Maritime Cliff and Slope (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will promote natural processes and prevent
adverse impacts to existing geological and biological interests of Barton and
Hordle Cliffs. Therefore minor positive impact.

CBY.B.1: NAI for all
epochs

Beckton Bunny (SNCI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Erosion affecting heathland ecology.
processes. Reduction of heathland habitat due to erosion.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Policy (NAI): Potential for loss of heathland habitat to increased erosion
rates or natural rollback of cliffs. Therefore minor negative impact.

CBY.B.1: NAI for all
epochs

Barton Golf Course (GCR)

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

No

Geological interests of national importance.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.
Restore/maintain action of natural processes that
have led to existing geological interest. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to cliff
stabilisation and inappropriate coastal management.

Highcliffe to Milford geological (SSSI)

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Inappropriate coastal management measures preventing natural
processes, and resulting in vegetation of cliff deposits and site
features.

This coastal site provides access to the standard succession of
the fossil rich Barton Beds and Headon Beds. Various exposures
within the Site are considered important both in a national and
international context. In addition to the geological interest the
cliffs and coastal slopes of this site are of contemporary
biological interest.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): SMP policy may overall not allow natural coastal processes to
prevail essential for geological interests in response to maintaining
defences. Therefore minor negative impact.

CBY.B.2: MR for all
Barton Golf Course to Start of
defence at Barton-on-Sea (CBY4) - epochs
PDZ1

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will promote natural processes and prevent
adverse impacts to existing geological interests of Barton and Hordle Cliffs.
Therefore minor positive impact.

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ

Start of defence at Barton-on-Sea
to Chewton Bunny (CBY3) - PDZ1

Chewton Bunny to Mudeford
Sandbank (CBY2) - PDZ1/PDZ2

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report

Why the Feature is Important?

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets

Theme Review Objectives / Targets

CBY.B.2: MR for all
epochs

Car park

Human beings, including Threat of erosion to car park facilities.
population and assets

Erosion affecting the car park would be quite extensive

CBY.B.2: MR for all
epochs

Barton-on-Sea

Human beings, including Loss of property and infrastructure due to coastal erosion.
population and assets

Barton frontage is predominantly residential with a small amount Reduce number of properties within the coastal flood Minimise loss of or damage to properties and
of commercial use. Infrastructure is also at risk.
zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.
infrastructure.

Policy (MR): The overall policy for the frontage of Barton-on-Sea is MR.
Depending upon the type of MR this may ensure no additional properties lie
within the tidal flood zone in comparison to the current number. Flood and
erosion risk to coastal communities may not increase as standard of defence
will be maintained at or above current standard. However, it is unclear to the
degree of positive or negative impacts, thus indeterminable impact.

CBY.B.2: MR for all
epochs

Road

Human beings, including Erosion of coast could affect road infrastructure.
population and assets

Loss of roads would restrict movement of traffic between local
communities. Alternative routes may exist further inland.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Maintain provision of transport links between
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to communities.
coastal cliffs.

Policy (MR): SMP policy may continue to provide the same level of
protection to the road, although depending upon the type of MR, there may
be loss to the road. Therefore indeterminable impact.

CBY.B.2: MR for all
epochs

Maritime Cliff and Slope (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): SMP policy may overall not allow natural coastal processes to
prevail essential for nature conservation interests present at this location in
response to maintaining defences. Therefore minor negative impact.

CBY.B.2: MR for all
epochs

Christchurch Bay(GCR)

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Exposed sediments, rocks, fossils and features of the GCR
processes.
landscape assist understanding of Earth science and the
geological history of Britain.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Restore/maintain action of natural processes that
have led to existing geological interest. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to cliff
stabilisation and inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): SMP policy may overall not allow natural coastal processes to
prevail essential for geological interests in response to maintaining
defences. Therefore minor negative impact.

CBY.B.3 and CBYB.4:
MR for all epochs

Naish Farm Holiday Village

Human beings, including Loss of site due to cliff erosion.
population and assets

Holiday village is the main development in this unit. At risk from
eroding coast.

Reduce number of properties within the coastal flood Monitor rate of erosion.
zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (MR and MR): Potential loss of holiday village extent under this policy
due to increased erosion. Therefore minor negative impact.

CBY.B.3 and CBYB.4:
MR for all epochs

Highcliffe to Milford geological (SSSI)

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

This coastal site provides access to the standard succession of
the fossil rich Barton Beds and Headon Beds. Various exposures
within the Site are considered important both in a national and
international context. In addition to the geological interest the
cliffs and coastal slopes of this site are of contemporary
biological interest.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Policy (MR and MR): The combined influence of the long-term SMP policies
for this management area has the potential to promote natural processes
and prevent adverse impacts to existing geological interests of the cliffs.
Therefore minor positive impact.

CBY.B.3 and CBYB.4:
MR for all epochs

Cliff House Hotel

Human beings, including Loss of property due to coastal erosion.
population and assets

Property is at imminent risk from erosion of coast.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Monitor rate of erosion
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

CBY.B.3 and CBYB.4:
MR for all epochs

Barton-on-Sea

Human beings, including Loss of property and infrastructure due to coastal erosion.
population and assets

Barton frontage is predominantly residential with a small amount Reduce number of properties within the coastal flood Minimise loss of or damage to properties and
of commercial use. Infrastructure is also at risk.
zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.
infrastructure.

Policy (MR and MR): The combined influence of the long-term SMP policies
for this management area has the potential to continue to protect the
majority of properties associated with Barton-on-Sea. Therefore minor
positive impact.

CBY.B.3 and CBYB.4:
MR for all epochs

Grade II Listed Building

Cultural heritage and
assets

Important to national heritage due to its quality or rarity within the No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Minimise damage or destruction of historic
historic environment resource.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
environment without unduly preventing natural
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (MR and MR): Potential loss of listed buildings under this policy due
to increased erosion. Therefore minor negative impact.

CBY.B.3 and CBYB.4:
MR for all epochs

Road

Human beings, including Erosion of coast could affect road infrastructure.
population and assets

Loss of roads would restrict movement of traffic between local
communities. Alternative routes may exist further inland.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure transport links between communities exist.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (MR and MR): The long-term SMP policies for this management area
may not ensure that the local roads adjacent to cliff frontage are maintained.
Therefore minor negative impact.

CBY.B.3 and CBYB.4:
MR for all epochs

Maritime Cliff and Slope (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR and MR): The combined influence of the long-term SMP policies
for this management area has the potential to promote natural processes
and prevent adverse impacts to existing natural features such cliff and slope
habitat. Therefore minor positive impact.

CBY.B.3 and CBYB.4:
MR for all epochs

Christchurch Bay (GCR)

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Exposed sediments, rocks, fossils and features of the GCR
processes.
landscape assist understanding of Earth science and the
geological history of Britain.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Restore/maintain action of natural processes that
have led to existing geological interest. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to cliff
stabilisation and inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR and MR): The combined influence of the long-term SMP policies
for this management area has the potential to promote natural processes
and prevent adverse impacts to existing geological interests of the cliffs.
Therefore minor positive impact.

CBYD.1: HTL for all
epochs and CBYD.2:
HTL for all epochs

Highcliffe and Friars Cliff communities

Human beings, including Risk to properties along frontage from flooding and loss of land due Major residential area and community. Risk of damage or loss
population and assets
to rising sea levels and failure of defences.
should be minimised, and erosion managed to prevent loss of
cliff-edge properties. Infrastructure is also at risk.

Reduce number of properties within the coastal flood Maintain or improve existing defences.
zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): The overall policy for the frontage is HTL will ensure no
additional properties lie within the tidal flood zone in comparison to the
current number. Flood and erosion risk to coastal communities will not
increase as standard of defence will be maintained at or above current
standard. Therefore minor positive impact.

Highcliffe to Milford geological (SSSI)

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Restore/maintain action of natural processes that
have led to existing geological interest. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to cliff
stabilisation and inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): Due to the scale of works associated with this SMP policy (i.e.
maintaining beach recharge through groynes), may lead to minor changes
only in condition of geological interest along this policy unit. Therefore minor
negative impact.

Quay Car Park

Human beings, including Threat of erosion and flooding to car park facilities.
population and assets

Flood risk expected to increase due to rising sea levels. Erosion
may threaten integrity of the quay

Ensure a provision for car parking exists.

Policy (HTL): The overall policy will ensure that local asset is continued to be
defended. Therefore minor positive impact.

Car park - Sandhills

Human beings, including Threat of erosion and flooding to car park facilities
population and assets

Flood risk expected to increase due to rising sea levels. Erosion
may threaten integrity of the quay

Ensure a provision for car parking exists.

Policy (HTL): The overall policy will ensure that local asset is continued to be
defended. Therefore minor positive impact.

Highcliffe Castle

Cultural heritage and
assets

Yes

Grade 1 listed building at risk of loss due to eroding coast.

Reduce number of social and community assets
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.
Reduce number of social and community assets
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.
No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Minimise damage or destruction of historic
environment without unduly preventing natural
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.

Policy (HTL): Due to the scale of works associated with this SMP policy (i.e.
maintaining beach recharge through groynes), there would be no negative
or positive impacts related to this particular heritage feature. Therefore
neutral impact.

Sandy beach

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Deterioration of very popular beaches at base of cliffs from coastal Wide beach provides natural protection against erosion of land,
squeeze.
and also enhances the value of the area. Beaches with defences
behind them are subject to coastal squeeze, undefended beach
may be able to migrate.

Mudeford Quay

Human beings, including Quay at risk from flooding and potential erosion if defences fail.
population and assets

Mudeford Run

Human beings, including Movement or silting up of Harbour entrance.
population and assets

11 Grade II listed buildings

Cultural heritage and
assets

Yes

14 wreck sites

Cultural heritage and
assets

No

Inappropriate coastal management measures preventing natural
processes, and resulting in vegetation of cliff deposits and site
features.

Yes

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural This coastal site provides access to the standard succession of
processes. Loss of grassland, woodland and chalk heath due to
the fossil rich Barton Beds and Headon Beds. Various exposures
erosion.
within the Site are considered important both in a national and
international context.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure a facility for car parking exists.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): SMP policy may continue to provide the same level of
protection to the park, although depending upon the type of MR, there may
be loss to the road. Therefore indeterminable impact.

Policy (MR and MR): Potential loss of Cliff House Hotel under this policy due
to increased erosion. Therefore minor negative impact.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Ensure wide beach if feasible. Allow natural
Policy (HTL): The overall policy will ensure that local beach is recharged.
processes to dominate where possible. Opportunity to Therefore minor positive impact.
recharge may exist.

Threat to property from erosion, threat to people and property
from flooding. Increasing risk due to rising sea levels.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Ensure quay operations can continue.

Policy (HTL): The overall policy will ensure that local asset is continued to be
defended. Therefore minor positive impact.

Access to harbour very important for marine access to
Christchurch Harbour. Silting up of harbour entrance would
reduce tidal prism of harbour.
Important to national heritage due to its quality or rarity within the
historic environment resource.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Ensure appropriate harbour access.

Policy (HTL): The overall policy will ensure that harbour access is
maintained. Therefore minor positive impact.

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Minimise damage or destruction of historic
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
environment without unduly preventing natural
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): Due to the scale of works associated with this SMP policy (i.e.
maintaining beach recharge through groynes), there would be no negative
or positive impacts related to this particular heritage feature. Therefore
neutral impact.

Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
recreational resource (diving).

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Avoid disturbance to the natural depositional
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
processes over wreck sites.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): Due to the scale of works associated with this SMP policy (i.e.
maintaining beach recharge through groynes), there would be no negative
or positive impacts related to this particular heritage feature. Therefore
neutral impact.

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ

Mudeford Quay (CHB5) - PDZ2

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy

CBYD.1: HTL for all
epochs

CHB.F.1: MR,MR,HTL

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report

Why the Feature is Important?

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets

Theme Review Objectives / Targets

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)

Caravan site

Human beings, including Threat to caravan site from erosion.
population and assets

Loss of tourist facility and impact to business.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Minimise loss of caravan facilities
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): The overall policy will ensure that local asset is continued to be
defended. Therefore minor positive impact.

Maritime Cliff and Slope (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): Due to the scale of works associated with this SMP policy (i.e.
maintaining beach recharge through groynes), may lead to minor changes in
condition of geological interest along this policy unit. Therefore minor
negative impact.

Mea Meadows (LNR)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Not at Risk

Not at Risk

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Not at Risk

Policy (HTL): Would not impact upon LNR due to proximity. Therefore
neutral impact.

Highcliffe (GCR)

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

No

Geological interests of national importance.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Restore/maintain action of natural processes that
have led to existing geological interest. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to cliff
stabilisation and inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): Due to the scale of works associated with this SMP policy (i.e.
maintaining beach recharge through groynes), may lead to minor changes
only in condition of geological interest along this policy unit. Therefore minor
negative impact.

Friar's Cliff (GCR)

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

No

Geological interests of national importance.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Restore/maintain action of natural processes that
have led to existing geological interest. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to cliff
stabilisation and inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): Due to the scale of works associated with this SMP policy (i.e.
maintaining beach recharge through groynes), may lead to minor changes
only in condition of geological interest along this policy unit. Therefore minor
negative impact.

Paddy's Gap (GCR)

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

No

Geological interests of national importance.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Restore/maintain action of natural processes that
have led to existing geological interest. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to cliff
stabilisation and inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): Due to the scale of works associated with this SMP policy (i.e.
maintaining beach recharge through groynes), may lead to minor changes
only in condition of geological interest along this policy unit. Therefore minor
negative impact.

Steamer Point (LNR)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Site comprising standing dead wood and aquatic habitats.
processes. Reduction in woodland habitat due to erosion.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (HTL): Would not impact upon LNR due to proximity. Therefore
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse neutral impact.
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

Christchurch Harbour (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Important geological exposures of Tertiary, Eocene, Upper
processes. Loss of habitats (dunes and saltmarsh) due to coastal Bracklesham and Barton Beds. Variety of habitats including
squeeze.
saltmarsh, wet meadows, drier grassland, heath, sand dune,
woodland and scrub, and the site is of great ornithological
interest. The site contains a diverse range of invertebrates.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

Policy (HTL): Due to the scale of works associated with this SMP policy (i.e.
maintaining beach recharge through groynes), may lead to minor changes
only in condition of interest features along this policy unit.Therefore minor
negative impact.

Dorset Heathlands (SPA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (heath) due to coastal squeeze and inappropriate
coastal management measures.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

Policy (HTL): Due to the scale of works associated with this SMP policy (i.e.
maintaining beach recharge through groynes), may lead to minor changes in
condition of interest features along this policy unit.Therefore minor negative
impact.

Christchurch Bay (GCR)

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Exposed sediments, rocks, fossils and features of the GCR
processes.
landscape assist understanding of Earth science and the
geological history of Britain.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Restore/maintain action of natural processes that
have led to existing geological interest. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to cliff
stabilisation and inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): Due to the scale of works associated with this SMP policy (i.e.
maintaining beach recharge through groynes), may lead to minor changes
only in condition of geological interest along this policy unit.Therefore minor
negative impact.

Mudeford Quay (SNCI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Dry ruderal grassland with a rich assembly of rare annuals.
processes. Reduction of grassland habitat due to erosion.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

Policy (HTL): Due to the scale of works associated with this SMP policy (i.e.
maintaining beach recharge through groynes), may lead to minor changes in
condition of geological interest along this policy unit.Therefore minor
negative impact.

Chewton Bunny (SNCI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural A thin strip of deciduous woodland habitat, some probably
processes. Reduction of woodland habitat due to erosion.
ancient semi-natural.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (HTL): Would not impact upon SCNI due to proximity. Therefore
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse neutral impact.
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

Quay Car Park

Human beings, including Threat of erosion and flooding to car park facilities.
population and assets

Flood risk expected to increase due to rising sea levels. Erosion
may threaten integrity of the quay.

Ferry service to Mudeford sandbank

Human beings, including Risk of loss of service due to erosion of landing stages.
population and assets

Ferry service allows access to Mudeford Sandbank without
Reduce disruption to transport links and reduce
having to travel through the Christchurch. Currently requires use infrastructure and service assets within the coastal
of the quay.
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Mudeford Quay

Human beings, including Loss of quay would diminish appeal to tourists. Threat of erosion
population and assets
and flooding affects fishing industry and local businesses.

Local economy relies on tourism and fishing provides local
employment. Important economic asset

8 Grade II Listed Buildings

Cultural heritage and
assets

Loss of archaeological sites through flooding and erosion.

Important to national heritage due to its quality or rarity within the No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Important to national heritage due to its quality or
historic environment resource.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
rarity within the historic environment resource.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Wreck of landing stage

Cultural heritage and
assets

Loss of archaeological sites through flooding and erosion.

Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
recreational resource (diving).

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a Policy (HTL): SMP policy would not lead to negative/positive change in
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
recreational resource (diving).
condition of the heritage feature. Therefore neutral impact.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Wreck, possibly minesweeper

Cultural heritage and
assets

Loss of archaeological sites through flooding and erosion.

Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
recreational resource (diving).

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a Policy (HTL): SMP policy would not lead to negative/positive change in
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
recreational resource (diving).
condition of the heritage feature. Therefore neutral impact.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Caravan site - Sandhills

Human beings, including Threat to caravan site from erosion.
population and assets

Loss of tourist facility and impact to business.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Minimise loss of caravan facilities.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Inshore Rescue Boat

Human beings, including Loss of rescue service due to erosion or flooding
population and assets

Boat launching facilities

Human beings, including Loss of boat facilities due to erosion and flooding
population and assets

Rescue service enables water users to use Christchurch Harbour Reduce number of social and community assets
safely. Requires access to water.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.
Boating is a major attraction to Christchurch Harbour. Boat park Reduce number of social and community assets
at the shore reduces pressure of storing boats inland, and
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
transporting through Mudeford and Stanpit
coastal cliffs.

Picnic area/open space

Human beings, including Loss of area due to erosion or failure of defences
populations and assets

Mudflats (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Mudeford Quay (SNCI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Important heathland habitats that support internationally
important populations of Dartford Warbler, Nightjar, Woodlark,
and wintering Hen Harrier and Merlin.

Picnic area allows locals and visitors to enjoy the area. Also
protects the road to Mudeford Quay from erosion and flooding

Reduce number of social and community assets
Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (HTL): SMP policy would ensure long-term provision for local car
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse parking is maintained. Therefore minor negative impact.
coastal cliffs.
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.
Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (HTL): SMP policy would ensure long-term provision of access to
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse ferry is maintained. Therefore minor negative impact.
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure suitable base for fishing industry. Ensure a
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to reason for tourists to visit the area exists.
coastal cliffs.

Ensure Inshore Rescue Service for Christchurch
Harbour exists.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would ensure that Mudeford Quay is maintained.
Therefore minor positive impact.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would continue to provide the same level of
protection to local heritage sites. Therefore minor positive impact.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would ensure that local asset is maintained.
Therefore minor positive impact.
Policy (HTL): SMP policy would ensure that local asset is maintained.
Therefore minor positive impact.

Ensure adequate boat park and launching facilities in Policy (HTL): SMP policy would ensure that local asset is maintained.
Christchurch Harbour.
Therefore minor positive impact.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Maintain existing defences if viable.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): The long-term SMP policy may not ensure that the local asset
is maintained (as low walling defence would be removed for habitat creation
in response to SLR). Therefore minor negative impact.

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Locally important nature conservation interest.
processes. Reduction of aquatic habitats due to coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on interest
features due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would in the long-term provide additional local mud
flat development if consideration is given for removal of low walling and set
back of defence under MR (epoch 1 & 2). Therefore minor positive impact.

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Dry ruderal grassland with a rich assembly of rare annuals.
processes. Reduction of grassland habitat due to erosion.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

Policy (HTL): The long-term SMP policy may not ensure that the natural
condition of the site is maintained (as low walling defence would be
removed for habitat creation in response to SLR). Therefore minor negative
impact.

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy

Mudeford Town Frontage (CHB4) - CHB.F.1: MR,MR,HTL
PDZ2

Stanpit and Grimbury Marshes
(CHB3) - PDZ2

CHB.F.2: HTL,MR,MR

CHB.F.3: HTL for all
epochs

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report

Why the Feature is Important?

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural A mosaic of woodland, grassland and aquatic habitats threatened Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes. Reduction of aquatic habitats due to coastal squeeze. by increased flooding frequency and depths.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.
Reduction of woodland and grassland habitats due to erosion.

Theme Review Objectives / Targets

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)

Mude Valley Nature Reserve (SNCI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (HTL): SMP policy would not lead to loss of condition to site and
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse feature due to proximity. Therefore neutral impact.
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

Mudeford & Stanpit

Human beings, including Risk of flooding due to failure of defences.
population and assets

Mudeford and Stanpit communities are defended along much of
length and rely on defences to avoid flooding.

Boat storage and launching facilities

Human beings, including Loss of boat facilities due to erosion and flooding.
population and assets

Boating is a major attraction to Christchurch Harbour. Boat park Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure adequate boat park and launching facilities in Policy (HTL): The overall policy for the local assets is HTL to ensure boat
at the shore reduces pressure of storing boats inland, and
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to Christchurch Harbour.
park / launching facilities are continued to be defended. Therefore minor
transporting through Mudeford and Stanpit.
coastal cliffs.
positive impact. Although if MR is required for habitats then there is
increased potential of flooding for epoch 1 & 2.

Waterfront Properties

Human beings, including Threat of flooding due to failure of defences.
population and assets

Increased risk of flooding due to sea level rise may lead to
increased costs to property owners.

3 Grade I Listed buildings

Human beings, including Yes
population and assets

Important to national heritage due to its quality or rarity within the Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
historic environment resource.
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Minimise damage or destruction of historic
environment without unduly preventing natural
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.

Policy (HTL): The overall SMP policy would continue to provide the same
level of protection to local heritage sites. Therefore minor positive impact.

46 Grade II Listed Buildings

Human beings, including Yes
population and assets

Important to national heritage due to its quality or rarity within the Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
historic environment resource.
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Minimise damage or destruction of historic
environment without unduly preventing natural
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.

Policy (HTL): The overall SMP policy would continue to provide the same
level of protection to local heritage sites. Therefore minor positive impact.

Coastal & Floodplain Grazing Marsh (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): The local habitat quality and quantity of grazing marsh would
be affected by coastal squeeze under this SMP policy which is to overall
HTL along the water frontages, although the impact may be relatively minor
along this policy unit, thus minor negative.

Lowland dry acid grassland (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): The local grassland habitat quality and quantity would not be
affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative implications. Therefore
neutral impact.

Mudflats (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): The local habitat quality and quantity of mudflats would be
affected by coastal squeeze under this SMP policy which is to overall HTL
along the water frontages, although the impact may be relatively minor
along this policy unit, thus minor negative.

Purple moor grass and rush pastures (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): The local grassland habitat quality and quantity would not be
affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative implications. Therefore
neutral impact.

Reedbeds (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): The local habitat quality and quantity of reedbeds would be
affected by coastal squeeze under this SMP policy which is to overall HTL
along the water frontages, although the impact may be relatively minor
along this policy unit, thus minor negative.

Saline Lagoon (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Mixed geology community in the lowermost reaches.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): The local habitat quality and quantity of lagoons would be
affected by coastal squeeze under this SMP policy which is to overall HTL
along the water frontages, although the impact may be relatively minor
along this policy unit, thus minor negative.

Christchurch Harbour (SSSI) - Stanpit to Mudeford Quay

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Important geological exposures of Tertiary, Eocene, Upper
processes. Loss of habitats (dunes and saltmarsh) due to coastal Bracklesham and Barton Beds. Variety of habitats including
squeeze.
saltmarsh, wet meadows, drier grassland, heath, sand dune,
woodland and scrub, and the site is of great ornithological
interest. The site contains a diverse range of invertebrates.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): The sites interest features would be affected by coastal
squeeze under this SMP policy which is to overall HTL along the water
frontages, although the impact may be relatively minor along this policy unit,
thus minor negative.

Avon Valley SPA and Avon Valley (Bickton-Christchurch)
SSSI

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The River Avon shows a greater range of habitats and a more
Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
diverse flora and fauna than any other chalk river valley in Britain. importance where condition is adversely affected by
processes. Loss of habitats (fens and mires) due to coastal
squeeze.
The flood plain and associated river terraces within the SSSI
inappropriate management of coastal processes.
contain a variety of habitats ranging from herb-rich hay meadows
and pastures, through a range of fens and mires to riparian
woods, dune grassland and heathland.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would not lead to loss of condition to the site or the
existing continuity of the river and habitats/species, as the line of the
riverside forms the current defence line and this would be unchanged.
Therefore neutral impact.

River Avon SAC and SSSI

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Floating vegetation of Ranunculus of plain and submountainous
processes.
rivers.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would not lead to loss of condition to the site or the
existing continuity of the river and habitats/species, as the line of the
riverside forms the current defence line and this would be unchanged.
Therefore neutral impact.

Purewell Meadows SSSI

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Unimproved wet meadows.
processes. Loss of or deterioration to wet meadows due to
flooding.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would not lead to loss of condition to site and
feature due to proximity. Therefore neutral impact.

Stanpit Marsh LNR

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The area is acclaimed for its diversity of wildlife and geology and Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes. Loss of marsh habitat due to coastal squeeze.
is protected at the national and international level. Rising sea
importance where condition is adversely affected by
levels have severe implications for coastal habitats in
inappropriate management of coastal processes.
Christchurch Harbour.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (MR): SMP policy would allow marshes to adapt under rising sea
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse levels, if long-term roll back of defence is considered. Therefore minor
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
positive impact.
coastal management.

Stanpit Marsh LNR

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The area is acclaimed for its diversity of wildlife and geology and Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes. Loss of marsh habitat due to coastal squeeze.
is protected at the national and international level. Rising sea
importance where condition is adversely affected by
levels have severe implications for coastal habitats in
inappropriate management of coastal processes.
Christchurch Harbour.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (MR): SMP policy would allow marshes to adapt under rising sea
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse levels, if long-term roll back of defence is considered. Therefore minor
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
positive impact.
coastal management.

Intertidal mudflats (BAP)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Habitat is important for wintering wildfowl and waders.
processes. Loss of habitat due to coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (MR): SMP policy would allow mudflats to adapt under rising sea
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse levels, if long-term roll back of defence is considered. Therefore minor
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
positive impact.
coastal management.

Stanpit Marsh SNCI

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The area is acclaimed for its diversity of wildlife and geology and Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes. Loss of marsh habitat due to coastal squeeze.
is protected at the national and international level. Rising sea
importance where condition is adversely affected by
levels have severe implications for coastal habitats in
inappropriate management of coastal processes.
Christchurch Harbour.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (MR): SMP policy would allow marshes to adapt under rising sea
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse levels, if long-term roll back of defence is considered. Therefore minor
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
positive impact.
coastal management.

Recreation ground

Human beings, including Recreation ground built on disused landfill site and at risk from
population and assets
erosion.

Erosion cause loss of recreational facility and also poses a long
term pollution risk

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure some recreational area for community exists. Policy (MR): SMP policy would not insure local asset is maintained if roll
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
back of defence is considered. Therefore minor negative impact.
coastal cliffs.

Golf course

Human beings, including Golf course built on disused landfill site and at risk from erosion.
population and assets

Erosion cause loss of recreational facility and also poses a long
term pollution risk

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure some golfing area for community exists.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Reduce number of properties within the coastal flood Maintain existing defences if viable.
zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Reduce number of properties within the coastal flood Maintain existing defences if viable.
zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): The overall policy is HTL to ensure that local communities are
continued to be defended. Therefore minor positive impact. Although if MR
is required for habitats then there is increased potential of flood risk for
epoch 1 & 2. However, there is little scope for MR.

Policy (HTL): The overall policy for the water front is HTL which will ensure
no additional properties lie within the tidal flood zone in comparison to the
current number. Flood and erosion risk to coastal communities will not
increase as standard of defence will be maintained at or above current
standard, therefore minor positive. Although if MR is required for habitats
then there is increased potential of flood risk for epoch 1 & 2. However,
there is little scope for MR within the water front.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would ensure the local golf site is maintained.
Therefore minor positive impact.

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report

Why the Feature is Important?

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets

Theme Review Objectives / Targets

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)

7 Grade II Listed buildings

Cultural heritage and
assets

Yes

Important to national heritage due to its quality or rarity within the Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
historic environment resource.
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

CHB.F.2: HTL,MR,MR

Wreck of small sailing vessel

Cultural heritage and
assets

No

Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
recreational resource (diving).

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Important to national heritage due to its quality or
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
rarity within the historic environment resource.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy CHB3.2 (MR)/CHB3.3 (HTL): SMP policy would not lead to
negative/positive change in condition to site and feature due to proximity.
Therefore neutral impact (same for epochs 1 & 2).

CHB.F.3: HTL for all
epochs

Archaeological Remains

Cultural heritage and
assets

Destruction or damage to remains from flooding or erosion.

Sites contain remains of pre-historic activity

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Important to national heritage due to its quality or
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
rarity within the historic environment resource.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would continue to provide the same level of
protection to local heritage sites. Therefore minor positive impact.

CHB.F.2: HTL,MR,MR

Coastal & Floodplain Grazing Marsh (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (MR): SMP policy would allow marshes to adapt under rising sea
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse levels, if long-term roll back of defence is considered. Therefore minor
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
positive impact.
coastal management.

Mudflats (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (MR): SMP policy would allow mudflats to adapt under rising sea
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse levels, if long-term roll back of defence is considered. Therefore minor
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
positive impact.
coastal management.

Reedbeds (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (MR): SMP policy would allow reedbeds to adapt under rising sea
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse levels, if long-term roll back of defence is considered. Therefore minor
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
positive impact.
coastal management.

Christchurch Harbour (SSSI) - Tuckton Bridge to Stanpit

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Important geological exposures of Tertiary, Eocene, Upper
processes. Loss of habitats (dunes and saltmarsh) due to coastal Bracklesham and Barton Beds. Variety of habitats including
squeeze.
saltmarsh, wet meadows, drier grassland, heath, sand dune,
woodland and scrub, and the site is of great ornithological
interest. The site contains a diverse range of invertebrates.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (MR): SMP policy would allow some sites of interest such as
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse mudflats and marshes to adapt under rising sea levels, if long-term roll back
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
of defence is considered. Therefore minor positive impact.
coastal management.
Policy (HTL): The sites interest features would be affected by coastal
squeeze under this SMP policy which is to HTL ,although the impact may be
relatively minor along this policy unit, thus minor negative.

Field Studies Centre

Human beings, including Loss through erosion or damage through flooding.
population and assets

Intertidal mudflats (BAP)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Bird observation & ringing centre

Human beings, including Loss through erosion or damage through flooding.
population and assets

Christchurch Harbour (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

CHB.F.2: HTL,MR,MR
CHB.F.3: HTL for all
epochs

Southside of Christchurch Harbour CHB.F.5:NAI for all
epochs
(CHB2) - PDZ2

CHB.F.4: HTL for all
epochs
CHB.F.5: NAI for all
epochs

Centre is important for research and monitoring of habitats.

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Habitat is important for wintering wildfowl and waders.
processes. Loss of habitat due to coastal squeeze.

Station is important to monitor bird life.

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Important geological exposures of Tertiary, Eocene, Upper
processes. Loss of habitats (dunes and saltmarsh) due to coastal Bracklesham and Barton Beds. Variety of habitats including
squeeze.
saltmarsh, wet meadows, drier grassland, heath, sand dune,
woodland and scrub, and the site is of great ornithological
interest. The site contains a diverse range of invertebrates.

Minimise damage or destruction of historic
environment without unduly preventing natural
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would continue to provide the same level of
protection to local heritage sites. Therefore minor positive impact (same for
epoch 1 & 2).

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure some recreational area for community exists. Policy (NAI): Under this SMP policy there is potential for loss of local
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
recreational area. Therefore minor negative impact.
coastal cliffs.
Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (NAI): SMP policy would allow the local estuary habitats to develop
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse naturally. Therefore minor positive impact.
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Ensure some recreational area for community exists. Policy (NAI): Under this SMP policy there is potential for loss of local
recreational area. Therefore minor negative impact.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

Policy (HTL): The sites interest features would be affected by coastal
squeeze under this SMP policy which is to overall HTL along the water
frontages of Wick, although the impact may be relatively minor along this
policy unit, thus minor negative.
Policy (NAI): SMP policy would allow the local estuary habitats to develop
naturally. Therefore minor positive impact.

Dorset Heathlands (SPA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (heath) due to coastal squeeze and inappropriate
coastal management measures.

Important heathland habitats that support internationally
important populations of Dartford Warbler, Nightjar, Woodlark,
and wintering Hen Harrier and Merlin.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

Policy (HTL): The sites interest features would be affected by coastal
squeeze under this SMP policy which is to overall HTL along the water
frontages of Wick, although the impact may be relatively minor along this
policy unit, thus minor negative.
Policy (NAI): SMP policy would allow the local estuary habitats to develop
naturally. Therefore minor positive impact.

CHB.F.4: HTL for all
epochs

Wick

Human beings, including Risk of flooding due to failure of defences.
population and assets

Wick communities are defended along much of length and rely
on defences to avoid flooding.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Ensure some recreational area for community exists. Policy (HTL): The overall policy for the water front of Wick is HTL which will
ensure no additional properties lie within the tidal flood zone in comparison
to the current number. Flood and erosion risk to coastal communities will
not increase as standard of defence will be maintained at or above current
standard, therefore minor positive.

CHB.F.4: HTL for all
epochs
CHB.F.5: NAI for all
epochs

Coastal & Floodplain Grazing Marsh (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

Yes

Policy (HTL): The sites interest features would be affected by coastal
squeeze under this SMP policy which is to overall HTL along the water
frontages of Wick, although the impact may be relatively minor along this
policy unit, thus minor negative.
Policy (NAI): SMP policy would allow the local estuary habitats to develop
naturally downstream of Wick. Therefore minor positive impact.

Lowland dry acid grassland (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

Policy (HTL): The sites interest features would be affected by coastal
squeeze under this SMP policy which is to overall HTL along the water
frontages of Wick, although the impact may be relatively minor along this
policy unit, thus minor negative.
Policy (NAI): SMP policy would allow the local grassland habitats to develop
naturally downstream of Wick. Therefore minor positive impact.

CHB.F.5: NAI for all
epochs

Maritime Cliff and Slope (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy would allow cliff and slopes to develop naturally
Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse maintaining their natural condition. Therefore minor positive impact.
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

BAP Habitats: Mudflats, Saline Lagoons, Reedbeds

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (NAI): SMP policy would allow estuary habitats to develop naturally
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse maintaining their natural condition. Therefore minor positive impact.
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

Hengistbury Head (LNR)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Heathland habitat and dunes

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (NAI): SMP policy would allow the local dunes and heathlands to
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse develop naturally. Therefore minor positive impact.
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy
CHB.F.6: MR for all
epochs

Harbour Side of Mudeford Spit
(CHB1) - PDZ2

CHB.F.6: MR for all
epochs

Tip of Mudeford Sandbank to
CBY.E.1:HTL, MR, MR
Hengistbury Long Groyne (CBY 1A CBY.E.2: MR for all
& B) - PDZ2
epochs

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report
Damage or destruction to Scheduled Monument due to erosion or
flooding.

Why the Feature is Important?

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets

Theme Review Objectives / Targets

Area is of great archaeological importance as an example of iron No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Important to national heritage due to its quality or
age settlement.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
rarity within the historic environment resource.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)

Hengistbury Head (SM)

Cultural heritage and
assets

Ferry terminal - Hengistbury Head

Human beings, including Loss or damage of sailing club due to erosion or flooding.
population and assets

Ferry terminal is important to residents and visitors.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Mudeford Sandbank

Human beings, including Erosion or breach could alter geomorphology of sandbank.
population and assets

Sandbank forms important coastal defence function protecting
Christchurch Harbour.

Reduce number of properties within the coastal flood Maintain or improve existing defences.
zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (MR): The overall policy would allow for the integrity and width of the
spit to be maintained and ensure protection of Christchurch Harbour is
maintained at the same level of protection or above. Therefore minor
positive impact.

Ferry service to Mudeford sandbank

Human beings, including Risk of loss of service due to erosion of landing stages.
population and assets

Ferry service allows access to Mudeford Sandbank without
having to travel through the town.

Reduce disruption to transport links and reduce
infrastructure and service assets within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (MR):SMP policy may result in potential for loss of the ferry landing
through increased erosion and flooding. Therefore minor negative impact.

Beach House Café

Human beings, including Loss of Café due to erosion, or damage due to flooding
population and assets

Café provides facilities to visitors to Mudeford Sandbank. Also
provides a motive to visitors.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure provision of Café facilities within easy access Policy (MR): SMP policy may result in potential access changes to Café.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to from Mudeford Sandbank if required
Therefore minor negative impact.
coastal cliffs.

Christchurch Harbour (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Important geological exposures of Tertiary, Eocene, Upper
processes. Loss of habitats (dunes and saltmarsh) due to coastal Bracklesham and Barton Beds. Variety of habitats including
squeeze.
saltmarsh, wet meadows, drier grassland, heath, sand dune,
woodland and scrub, and the site is of great ornithological
interest. The site contains a diverse range of invertebrates.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): Under this SMP policy there is potential for loss of estuary
habitat / intertidal area due to maintaining the integrity of the spit (through
managed roll back of spit). Therefore moderate negative impact.

Coastal sand dunes (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): Under this SMP policy there is potential for loss of estuary
habitat / intertidal area due to maintaining the integrity of the spit (through
managed roll back of spit). Therefore moderate negative impact.

Mudflats (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): Under this SMP policy there is potential for loss of estuary
habitat / intertidal area due to maintaining the integrity of the spit (through
managed roll back of spit). Therefore moderate negative impact.

Reedbeds (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): Under this SMP policy there is potential for loss of estuary
habitat / intertidal area due to maintaining the integrity of the spit (through
managed roll back of spit). Therefore moderate negative impact.

Saline Lagoon (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): Under this SMP policy there is potential for loss of estuary
habitat / intertidal area due to maintaining the integrity of the spit (through
managed roll back of spit). Therefore moderate negative impact.

Double Dykes

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Damage or destruction of site due to erosion or flooding.

Double Dykes is a nationally important historical site.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Minimise damage or destruction of historic
environment without unduly preventing natural
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.

Policy (MR): SMP policy may result in potential destruction of heritage
feature due to maintaining the integrity of the spit. Therefore minor negative
impact.

Hengistbury Head (LNR)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Heathland habitat and dunes.
processes. Reduction in heathland habitat due to erosion.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (MR): SMP policy may result in potential loss of local heathland and
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse dunes due to maintaining the integrity of the spit. Therefore minor negative
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
impact.
coastal management.

Mudeford Spit (SNCI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The site contains sand dunes and gravel with shingle foreshore,
processes. Reduction of shingle and dune habitat due to coastal
which may be prone to risk if defences fail.
squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (MR): SMP policy may result in potential loss of local dunes and
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse changes in beach processes due to maintaining the integrity of the spit.
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
Therefore minor negative impact.
coastal management.

Intertidal mudflats (BAP)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Habitat is important for wintering wildfowl and waders.
processes. Loss of habitat due to coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (MR): Under this SMP policy there is potential for loss of estuary
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse habitat / intertidal area due to maintaining the integrity of the spit (through
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
managed roll back of spit). Therefore moderate negative impact.
coastal management.

Mudeford Sandbank

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Erosion or breach could alter geomorphology of sandbank.

Sandbank forms important coastal defence function protecting
Christchurch Harbour.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Ensure sandbank provides protection to Christchurch Policy (MR): The overall policy would allow for the integrity and width of the
for as long as is feasible.
spit to be maintained and ensure protection of Christchurch Harbour.
Therefore minor positive impact.

Recreational area

Human beings, including Loss of area due to breach of sandbank.
population and assets

Water-based recreation is major attraction of this part of the
coast.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Maintain water quality and defences to reduce threat Policy (MR): The overall policy would allow for the integrity and width of the
of breach.
spit to be maintained with the foresight of maintaining the important amenity
use of the area. Therefore minor positive impact.

Clarendon Rocks pier

Cultural heritage and
assets

Historic feature affects sediment transport along coast.

Clarendon rocks are the remains of the Earl of Clarendon's Quay No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Minimise damage or destruction of historic
(c. 1664). Historic feature may reduce sediment transport along the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
environment without unduly preventing natural
coast.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Mudeford Spit (SNCI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The site contains sand dunes which may be prone to risk if
processes. Reduction of shingle and dune habitat due to coastal
defences fail.
squeeze.

2 Bronze Age Barrows

Cultural heritage and
assets

Yes

Wreck of a coal hoy (1842)

Cultural heritage and
assets

No

Beach Huts

Defences protecting beach huts also provides defence for
Human beings, including Loss of beach huts (currently defended by groynes) due to rising
population and assets
sea levels and/or erosion. Also can occur due to failure of defences. Christchurch Harbour. Value attached to a beach hut may be
disproportionately high

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Provides evidence of historic or pre-historic human activity within No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within
the area.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.
Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within
recreational resource (diving).
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.
Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Policy (MR): SMP policy may have a minor negative impact on the SM in
response to potential increased erosion and flooding.

Ensure some recreational area for community exists. Policy (MR): SMP policy may result in potential loss of the ferry terminal
through increased erosion and flooding. Therefore minor negative impact.

Ensure suitable facilities for ferry exist if required.

Policy (MR): SMP policy may result in potential loss of condition associated
with heritage feature due to maintaining the integrity of the spit. Therefore
minor negative impact.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (MR): SMP policy may result in potential reduction of habitat extent of
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse dunes (and other features) due to maintaining the integrity of the spit.
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
Therefore minor negative impact.
coastal management.
Identify areas at risk of erosion and inform curators to Policy (MR): SMP policy may result in potential loss of condition associated
ensure appropriate survey and recording.
with heritage feature due to maintaining the integrity of the spit. Therefore
minor negative impact.

Avoid disturbance to the natural depositional
processes over wreck sites.

Policy (MR): SMP policy has the potential to change natural depositional
processes over wreck site, therefore minor negative impact.

Ensure defences are maintained for as long as
feasible. Beach huts can be relocated.

Policy (MR): Over the first epoch of HTL beach huts would be defended,
although the long-term SMP policy of MR may result in potential loss of
beach huts due to maintaining the integrity of the spit. Therefore, mixed
impact.

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ

Hengistbury Long Groyne to
Warren Hill (PBY3) - PDZ2

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy

PBY.E.3: HTL for all
epochs

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report

Why the Feature is Important?

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets

Theme Review Objectives / Targets

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)

BAP Habitats: Coastal Sand Dunes, Cliffs and Reedbeds

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interests.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): Under this SMP policy there is potential for loss of habitat
quality and quantity due to maintaining the integrity of the spit. Therefore
moderate negative impact.

Hengistbury Head (GCR)

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

No

Geological interests of national importance.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Restore/maintain action of natural processes that
have led to existing geological interest. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to cliff
stabilisation and inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): Although the long-term SMP policy of MR may result greater
natural processes and exposure of geological features, they could be
potential loss due to maintaining the integrity of the spit. Therefore, mixed
impact.

Christchurch Harbour (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Important geological exposures of Tertiary, Eocene, Upper
processes. Loss of habitats (dunes and saltmarsh) due to coastal Bracklesham and Barton Beds. Variety of habitats including
squeeze.
saltmarsh, wet meadows, drier grassland, heath, sand dune,
woodland and scrub, and the site is of great ornithological
interest. The site contains a diverse range of invertebrates.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): The sites interest features would be affected by coastal
squeeze (as very narrow land unit) under this SMP policy due to maintaining
the integrity of the spit. Therefore moderate negative impact.

Dorset Heaths (SAC)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (saltmarsh) due to coastal squeeze. Impact of
existing and future inappropriate coastal management measures.

Policy (MR): The sites interest features would be affected by coastal
squeeze (as very narrow land unit) under this SMP policy due to maintaining
the integrity of the spit. Therefore moderate negative impact.

Hengistbury Head (LNR)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Heathland habitat and dunes.
processes. Reduction in heathland habitat due to erosion.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.
Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

Dorset Heathlands (SPA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (heath) due to coastal squeeze and inappropriate
coastal management measures.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): The sites interest features would be affected by coastal
squeeze (as very narrow land unit) under this SMP policy due to maintaining
the integrity of the spit. Therefore moderate negative impact.

Hengistbury Head NNR

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Heathland habitat and dunes.
processes. Reduction in heathland habitat due to erosion.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): The sites local interest features such as dunes and heathland
habitat would be affected by coastal squeeze under this SMP policy due to
maintaining the integrity of the spit. Therefore minor negative impact.

Hengistbury Head

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Erosion of land and threat of breach.

Hengistbury Head protects Christchurch Harbour from wave
action. The area is a popular recreational facility and provides
access to Mudeford Spit

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Maintain coast protection function of Hengistbury
Head. Provide recreation area and access to
Mudeford Spit.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would maintain replacement of the Long Groyne
and implement strategy for Solent Beach, with potential realignment at
Southbourne. This would potentially minimise a breach at Hengistbury Head.
Therefore minor positive impact.

Hengistbury Head

Human beings, including Deterioration and failure of groyne system.
population and assets

Failure of groynes may lower beach levels and leave coast
vulnerable to erosion, and possible breach.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain defences and encourage wide beach.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would maintain groynes and recharge along with
replacement of the Long Groyne. Therefore minor positive impact.

5 Barrows

Cultural heritage and
assets

Yes

Provides evidence of historic or pre-historic human activity within No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Identify areas at risk of erosion and inform curators to
the area.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
ensure appropriate survey and recording.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): The sites local heritage assets would potentially be affected by
coastal squeeze under this SMP policy due to maintaining the integrity of the
spit through maintaining replacement of the Long Groyne etc. Therefore
minor negative impact.

9 Wrecks

Cultural heritage and
assets

No

Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
recreational resource (diving).

Policy (HTL): The sites local heritage assets would potentially be affected by
changes in coastal processes including deposition under this SMP policy
due to maintaining the integrity of the spit through maintaining replacement
of the Long Groyne etc. Therefore minor negative impact.

Remains of promontory fort

Cultural heritage and
assets

Yes

Provides evidence of historic or pre-historic human activity within No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Identify areas at risk of erosion and inform curators to
ensure appropriate survey and recording.
the area.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): The sites local heritage assets would potentially be affected by
coastal squeeze under this SMP policy due to maintaining the integrity of the
spit through maintaining replacement of the Long Groyne etc. Therefore
minor negative impact.

Coastal sand dunes (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): The habitat quality and quantity of sand dunes would be
affected by coastal squeeze (as very narrow land unit) under this SMP policy
due maintaining replacement of the Long Groyne and implement strategy for
Solent Beach, with potential realignment at Southbourne. Therefore
moderate negative impact.

Lowland dry acid grassland (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): The habitat quality and quantity of grassland would be affected
by coastal squeeze (as very narrow land unit) under this SMP policy due
maintaining replacement of the Long Groyne and implement strategy for
Solent Beach, with potential realignment at Southbourne. Therefore
moderate negative impact.

Maritime Cliff and Slope (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): The habitat quality and quantity of cliff and slope features
would be affected by coastal squeeze (as very narrow land unit) under this
SMP policy due maintaining replacement of the Long Groyne and implement
strategy for Solent Beach, with potential realignment at Southbourne.
Therefore moderate negative impact.

Reedbeds (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): The habitat quality and quantity of reedbed habitats would be
affected by coastal squeeze (as very narrow land unit) under this SMP policy
due maintaining replacement of the Long Groyne and implement strategy for
Solent Beach, with potential realignment at Southbourne. Therefore
moderate negative impact.

Christchurch Harbour (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Important geological exposures of Tertiary, Eocene, Upper
processes. Loss of habitats (dunes and saltmarsh) due to coastal Bracklesham and Barton Beds. Variety of habitats including
squeeze.
saltmarsh, wet meadows, drier grassland, heath, sand dune,
woodland and scrub, and the site is of great ornithological
interest. The site contains a diverse range of invertebrates.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): The sites interest features would be affected by coastal
squeeze (as very narrow land unit) under this SMP policy due maintaining
replacement of the Long Groyne and implement strategy for Solent Beach,
with potential realignment at Southbourne. Therefore moderate negative
impact.

Hengistbury Head (LNR)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Heathland habitat
processes. Reduction in heathland habitat due to erosion.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

Policy (HTL): The sites interest features would be affected by coastal
squeeze (as very narrow land unit) under this SMP policy due maintaining
replacement of the Long Groyne and implement strategy for Solent Beach,
with potential realignment at Southbourne. Therefore moderate negative
impact.

Dorset Heaths (SAC)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (saltmarsh) due to coastal squeeze. Impact of
existing and future inappropriate coastal management measures.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): The sites interest features would be affected by coastal
squeeze (as very narrow land unit) under this SMP policy due maintaining
replacement of the Long Groyne and implement strategy for Solent Beach,
with potential realignment at Southbourne. Therefore moderate negative
impact.

The site supports various primary habitats under Annex I of the Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
Habitats Directive including Northern Atlantic wet heaths with
importance where condition is adversely affected by
Erica tetralix, European dry heaths and depressions on peat
inappropriate management of coastal processes.
substrates of the Rhynchosporion, and Annex II primary species
including southern damselfly.

Important heathland habitats that support internationally
important populations of Dartford Warbler, Nightjar, Woodlark,
and wintering Hen Harrier and Merlin.

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Avoid disturbance to the natural depositional
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
processes over wreck sites.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

The site supports various primary habitats under Annex I of the Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
Habitats Directive including Northern Atlantic wet heaths with
importance where condition is adversely affected by
Erica tetralix, European dry heaths and depressions on peat
inappropriate management of coastal processes.
substrates of the Rhynchosporion, and Annex II primary species
including southern damselfly.

Policy (MR): The sites local interest features such as dunes and heathland
habitat would be affected by coastal squeeze under this SMP policy due to
maintaining the integrity of the spit. Therefore minor negative impact.

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ

Warren Hill to Point House Café
(PBY 2) - PDZ2

Point House Café to Sandbanks
(PBY1) - PDZ2 and PDZ3

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy

PBY.E.4: MR for all
epochs

PBY.G.1 to PBY.G.4:
HTL/A for all epochs
PBY.E.5: Southbourne
HTL,HTL, MR

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report

Why the Feature is Important?

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets
Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Theme Review Objectives / Targets

Dorset Heathlands (SPA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (heath) due to coastal squeeze and inappropriate
coastal management measures.

Important heathland habitats that support internationally
important populations of Dartford Warbler, Nightjar, Woodlark,
and wintering Hen Harrier and Merlin.

Hengistbury Head (SM)

Cultural heritage and
assets

Damage or destruction to Scheduled Monument due to erosion or
flooding.

Area is of great archaeological importance as an example of iron No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Minimise damage or destruction of historic
age settlement.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
environment without unduly preventing natural
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy may have a moderate negative impact on the SM
in response to potential increased erosion and flooding due maintaining
replacement of the Long Groyne and implement strategy for Solent Beach,
with potential realignment at Southbourne.

Coastguard lookout

Human beings, including Threat of erosion to coastguard lookout station.
population and assets

Coastguard provides safety cover to all water users.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Maintain lookout facility in this area.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): The lookout facility would potentially be affected by this SMP
policy due to maintaining the integrity of the spit through maintaining
replacement of the Long Groyne etc, however this facility could be relocated.
Therefore minor negative impact.

Car park

Human beings, including Threat of erosion and flooding to car park facilities.
population and assets

Flood risk expected to increase due to rising sea levels. Erosion
may threaten integrity of the quay.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Ensure a provision for car parking exists.

Policy (MR): The car park would potentially be affected by this SMP policy
due to the retreat of the shoreline along the line of the emerging
Southbourne Headland, however this facility could be relocated or set back.
Therefore minor negative impact.

Road

Human beings, including Erosion of coast could affect road infrastructure.
population and assets

Loss of roads would restrict movement of traffic between local
communities. Alternative routes may exist further inland.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Ensure adequate transport links between
communities exists.

Policy (MR): Although the long-term SMP policy of MR may not result to loss
of roads, it is unclear how far back the shoreline will retreat through this
policy. Therefore, mixed impact.

Sand dunes

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Disconnection from coastal processes due intervention of
engineering works.

Dunes are essential part of coastal processes and offer defences Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
against erosion by accreting under certain conditions.
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Allow natural processes to continue.

Policy (MR): SMP policy would reduce the landward extent of dune habitat.
Therefore, minor negative impact.

Hengistbury Head (LNR)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Heathland habitat and dunes.
processes. Reduction in heathland habitat due to erosion.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (MR): SMP policy would reduce the landward extent of dune habitat.
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse Therefore, minor negative impact.
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

Christchurch Harbour (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Important geological exposures of Tertiary, Eocene, Upper
processes. Loss of habitats (dunes and saltmarsh) due to coastal Bracklesham and Barton Beds. Variety of habitats including
squeeze.
saltmarsh, wet meadows, drier grassland, heath, sand dune,
woodland and scrub, and the site is of great ornithological
interest. The site contains a diverse range of invertebrates.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): SMP policy would reduce the landward extent and condition of
dune habitat of this SSSI. Therefore, moderate negative impact.

Southbourne

Human beings, including Risk to properties along frontage from loss of land due to rising sea Southbourne is a major residential community at risk from
population and assets
levels or failure of defences.
erosion. Infrastructure is also at risk.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Erosion should be managed to minimise loss of cliffedge properties.

Policy (MR): SMP policy will ensure no additional properties lie within the
tidal flood zone in comparison to the current number. Flood and erosion risk
to coastal communities will not increase as standard of defence will be
maintained at or above current standard, therefore minor positive.

Boscombe

Human beings, including Risk to properties along frontage from loss of land due to rising sea Boscombe is a major residential community at risk from erosion. Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
population and assets
levels or failure of defences.
Infrastructure is also at risk.
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Erosion should be managed to minimise loss of cliffedge properties.

Policy (HTL/A): SMP policy would ensure that no additional properties lie
within the tidal flood zone in comparison to the current number. Flood and
erosion risk to coastal communities will not increase as standard of defence
will be maintained at or above current standard, therefore minor positive.

Bournemouth

Human beings, including Risk to properties along frontage from loss of land due to rising sea Bournemouth is a major town with cliff edge properties at risk
population and assets
levels or failure of defences.
from erosion. Infrastructure is also at risk.

Erosion should be managed to minimise loss of cliffedge properties.

Policy (HTL/A): SMP policy would ensure that no additional properties lie
within the tidal flood zone in comparison to the current number. Flood and
erosion risk to coastal communities will not increase as standard of defence
will be maintained at or above current standard, therefore minor positive.

Sandbanks

Human beings, including Risk to properties along frontage from flooding and loss of land due Sandbanks is a significant residential community with properties Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
population and assets
to rising sea levels.
at risk from erosion. Infrastructure is also at risk.
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Erosion and risk of flooding should be managed to
minimise loss of or damage to properties.

Policy (HTL/A): SMP policy would ensure that no additional properties lie
within the tidal flood zone in comparison to the current number. Flood and
erosion risk to coastal communities will not increase as standard of defence
will be maintained at or above current standard, therefore minor positive.

Poole

Human beings, including Risk to properties along frontage from flooding and loss of land due Poole is a major residential area. Infrastructure is also at risk.
population and assets
to rising sea levels.

Erosion and risk of flooding should be managed to
minimise loss of or damage to properties.

Policy (HTL/A): SMP policy would ensure that no additional properties lie
within the tidal flood zone in comparison to the current number. Flood and
erosion risk to coastal communities will not increase as standard of defence
will be maintained at or above current standard, therefore minor positive.

Boscombe Pier

Cultural heritage and
assets

Deterioration due to neglect, storm damage and climate change.

Sandbanks (SNCI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Dunes and grassland with a flora rich in scarce annual species
processes. Reduction of dune and grassland habitat as a result of would be affected by alteration to natural processes and
coastal squeeze.
evolution of these features which would otherwise occur.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

Policy (HTL/A): The local dune and grassland habitat condition would not be
affected by this SMP policy if appropriately designed works can be
implemented in a manner consistent with the SEA objectives. It is
anticipated that no positive or negative implications would arise from this
policy for this location. Therefore neutral impact.

Flaghead Chine (SNCI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Heathy cliffs with scrub containing reptile populations would be Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
affected by alteration to natural processes and evolution of these importance where condition is adversely affected by
features which would otherwise occur.
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

Policy (HTL/A): The local habitat condition would not be affected by this
SMP policy if appropriately designed works can be implemented in a
manner consistent with the SEA objectives. It is anticipated that no positive
or negative implications would arise from this policy for this location.
Therefore neutral impact.

Branksome Cliffs (SNCI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Heathland and grassland habitats on sandy cliffs at Branksome
processes. Erosion could result in reduction in area of heathland
would be affected by alteration to natural processes and
and grassland habitats.
evolution of these features which would otherwise occur.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

Policy (HTL/A): The local heathland and grassland condition would not be
affected by this SMP policy if appropriately designed works can be
implemented in a manner consistent with the SEA objectives. It is
anticipated that no positive or negative implications would arise from this
policy. Therefore neutral impact.

Alum Chine (SNCI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Heavily wooded area over-run with laurel, rhododendron & holm
processes. Erosion could result in reduction in area of woodland
oak would be affected by alteration to natural processes and
habitat.
evolution of these features which would otherwise occur.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

Policy (HTL/A): The local habitat condition would not be affected by this
SMP policy if appropriately designed works can be implemented in a
manner consistent with the SEA objectives. It is anticipated that no positive
or negative implications would arise from this policy for this location.
Therefore neutral impact.

Bournemouth Cliffs (SNCI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Cliff habitat and associated vegetation.
processes.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

Policy (HTL/A): The local habitat condition would not be affected by this
SMP policy if appropriately designed works can be implemented in a
manner consistent with the SEA objectives. It is anticipated that no positive
or negative implications would arise from this policy for this location.
Therefore neutral impact.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)

Heritage, recreation and economic value. Tourist attraction, used No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Minimise damage or destruction of historic
for fishing.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
environment without unduly preventing natural
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): The sites interest features would be affected by coastal
squeeze (as very narrow land unit) under this SMP policy due maintaining
replacement of the Long Groyne and implement strategy for Solent Beach,
with potential realignment at Southbourne. Therefore moderate negative
impact.

Policy (HTL/A): SMP policy would ensure that the pier is continued to be
maintained . Therefore minor positive impact.

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ

Brownsea Island (Eastern
Defended Section) (PHB2) - PDZ3

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report

Why the Feature is Important?

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets

Theme Review Objectives / Targets

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)

Branksome Dene Chine (LNR)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Heathland and grassland habitats on sandy cliffs at Branksome
processes. Erosion could result in reduction in area of heathland
would be affected by alteration to natural processes and
and grassland habitats.
evolution of these features which would otherwise occur.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

Policy (HTL/A): The local heathland and grassland condition would not be
affected by this SMP policy if appropriately designed works can be
implemented in a manner consistent with the SEA objectives. It is
anticipated that know no positive or negative implications would arise from
this policy. Therefore neutral impact.

Maritime Cliff and Slope (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL/A): The local habitat quality and quantity of this feature would
not be affected by this SMP policy if appropriately designed works can be
implemented in a manner consistent with the SEA objectives. It is
anticipated that no positive or negative implications would arise from this
policy for this location. Therefore neutral impact.

Lowland Heathland (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL/A): The local habitat quality and quantity of this feature would
not be affected by this SMP policy if appropriately designed works can be
implemented in a manner consistent with the SEA objectives. It is
anticipated that no positive or negative implications would arise from this
policy for this location. Therefore neutral impact.

East Bournemouth Cliffs (GCR)

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

No

Geological interests of national importance.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Restore/maintain action of natural processes that
have led to existing geological interest. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to cliff
stabilisation and inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL/A): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes essential
for maintaining existing geological interest. Therefore minor negative
impact.

West Bournemouth Cliffs (GCR)

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

No

Geological interests of national importance.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Restore/maintain action of natural processes that
have led to existing geological interest. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to cliff
stabilisation and inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL/A): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes essential
for maintaining existing geological interest. Therefore minor negative
impact.

Poole Bay Cliffs (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Vegetation of the cliff face obscures the geological features.
Outstanding stratigraphic, fossil (and biological) sites of national
Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural importance. Poole Bay Cliffs have important reptile and
processes.
invertebrate populations. Prevention of natural processes can
affect favourable condition.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL/A): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes essential
for maintaining the sites interest features (e.g. geology). Therefore minor
negative impact.

Funicular Railway

Human beings, including Loss of railway due to cliff erosion or failure of defences.
population and assets

Railway forms part of infrastructure and access to beaches.

Reduce disruption to transport links and reduce
infrastructure and service assets within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Ensure suitable access to beach in the vicinity.

Policy (HTL/A): SMP policy would ensure that local community railway and
access to beach is continued to be defended. Therefore minor positive
impact.

Seafront Businesses

Human beings, including Businesses are at risk of flooding or loss through erosion.
population and assets

Businesses provide income and attraction for visitors.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Ensure provision of seafront business premises.

Policy (HTL/A): SMP policy would ensure no additional business properties
lie within the tidal flood zone in comparison to the current number. Flood
and erosion risk to coastal communities will not increase as standard of
defence will be maintained at or above current standard, therefore minor
positive.

Car park

Human beings, including Threat of erosion and increased flood risk to car park facilities.
population and assets

Car park allows visitors to enjoy the coast

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Ensure a facility for car parking exists.

Policy (HTL/A): SMP policy would ensure that local car parking facilities are
continued to be defended. Therefore minor positive impact.

Beach Huts

Human beings, including Loss of beach huts (currently behind defences) due to rising sea
population and assets
levels and/or erosion. Loss may occur due to failure of defences.

Loss of beach huts would indicate a threat to the coastline. Value Reduce number of social and community assets
Minimise damage to or loss of properties. Beach huts Policy (HTL/A): SMP policy would ensure that local community beach huts
attached to a beach hut may be disproportionately high
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to may be relocated
are continued to be defended. Therefore minor positive impact.
coastal cliffs.

Road

Human beings, including Erosion of coast could affect road infrastructure.
population and assets

Loss of roads would restrict movement of traffic between local
communities. Alternative routes may exist further inland.

7 Grade II Listed buildings

Cultural heritage and
assets

Yes

Important to national heritage due to its quality or rarity within the No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Minimise damage or destruction of historic
historic environment resource.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
environment without unduly preventing natural
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL/A): SMP policy would continue to provide the same level of
protection to local heritage sites Therefore minor positive impact.

6 Wrecks

Cultural heritage and
assets

No

Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
recreational resource (diving).

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Avoid disturbance to the natural depositional
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
processes over wreck sites.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL/A): SMP policy would not lead to current changes in depositional
processes over the wreck site. Therefore neutral impact.

3 Aircraft Wrecks

Cultural heritage and
assets

No

Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
recreational resource (diving).

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Identify areas at risk of erosion and inform curators to Policy (HTL/A): SMP policy would not lead to current changes in
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
ensure appropriate survey and recording.
erosion/depositional processes over the wreck site. Therefore neutral
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
impact.
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

2 Battery remains

Cultural heritage and
assets

Yes

Provides evidence of historic or pre-historic human activity within No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Identify areas at risk of erosion and inform curators to Policy (HTL/A): SMP policy would continue to provide the same level of
the area.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
ensure appropriate survey and recording.
protection to local heritage sites Therefore minor positive impact.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Poole Bay (GCR)

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Exposed sediments, rocks, fossils, and features of the GCR
processes.
make a special contribution to understanding and appreciation of
Earth science and the geological history of Britain. Preventing
ongoing erosion inhibits access to the site and its interest.

Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck (SMA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA contains habitats and species Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
sensitive to anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

PHB.L.3: HTL,MR, MR

Properties and jetty structures protected by defences
(including other local assets e.g. Café)

Human beings, including Deterioration of defences increasing loss or damage due to erosion Loss of defences threatens properties
population and assets
or flooding

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Erosion and risk of flooding should be managed to
minimise loss of or damage to properties.

Policy (MR): It is likely that defences will be retained for several decades
under HTL, although it is unclear of the impacts of the long-term policy of
MR on properties associated with Brownsea Quay. Therefore mixed impact.

PHB.L.2: MR for all
epochs - Brownsea
Lagoon Only

Saline lagoon (BAP habitat) - Brownsea Lagoon

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): It is likely that the sea wall will be retained for several decades
to protect property and the lagoon, however ultimately this will become
unsustainable and the defence will have to be realigned to landward and a
replacement habitat for the lagoon created. Therefore mixed impact.

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Erosion and sea level rise will alter the character of the lagoon,
processes. Loss of habitat due to coastal squeeze.
however, landward migration is not possible.

Reduce disruption to transport links and reduce
infrastructure and service assets within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Maintain provision of transport links between
communities.

Restore/maintain action of natural processes that
have led to existing geological interest. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to cliff
stabilisation and inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL/A): SMP policy would ensure that local transport link is
continued to be defended. Therefore minor positive impact.

Policy (HTL/A): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes essential
for maintaining existing geological interest. Therefore minor negative
impact.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (HTL/A): The natural condition of the site and its features would not be
features, in particular Eelgrass and Maerl beds,
affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative implications. Therefore
subject to natural change. Prevent adverse impact on neutral impact.
the habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ

Brownsea Island (Undefended
Western Sector) (PHB3) - PDZ3

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report

Why the Feature is Important?

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets

Theme Review Objectives / Targets

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)

PHB.L.3: HTL,MR, MR

Heritage including: Branksea Castle, Cottages, Villa,
Museum and Visitors Accommodation

Cultural heritage and
assets

Damage or destruction of buildings due to erosion or flooding,
through failure of defences

Important national heritage assets.

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Minimise damage or destruction of historic
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
environment without unduly preventing natural
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (MR): It is likely that defences will be retained for several decades
under HTL, although it is unclear of the impacts of the long-term policy of
MR on heritage buildings associated with Brownsea Quay. Therefore mixed
impact.

PHB.L.3: HTL,MR, MR

6 Wreck Sites

Cultural heritage and
assets

No

Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
recreational resource (diving).

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Avoid disturbance to the natural depositional
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
processes over wreck sites.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (MR): Under this policy there is potential changes to erosion and
deposition processes which may influence the natural depositional
processes over the wreck. Therefore minor negative impact.

PHB.L.3: HTL,MR, MR

8 battery and defence remains

Cultural heritage and
assets

Yes

Provides evidence of historic or pre-historic human activity within No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Identify areas at risk of erosion and inform curators to
the area.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
ensure appropriate survey and recording.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

PHB.L.3: HTL,MR, MR

Evidence of Medieval water meadow

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Provides evidence of historic or pre-historic human activity within Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
the area.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

PHB.L.3: HTL,MR, MR

Inter-tidal mudflats (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Habitat is important for wintering wildfowl and waders.
processes. Loss of habitat due to coastal squeeze.

PHB.L.3: HTL,MR, MR

Dorset Heaths (SAC)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (saltmarsh) due to coastal squeeze. Impact of
existing and future inappropriate coastal management measures.

PHB.L.3: HTL,MR, MR

Poole Harbour (SPA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

PHB.L.3: HTL,MR, MR

Poole Harbour (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

PHB.L.3: HTL,MR, MR

Poole Harbour (Ramsar)

PHB.L.3: HTL,MR, MR

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Policy (MR): It is likely that defences will be retained for several decades
under HTL, although it is unclear of the impacts of the long-term policy of
MR on heritage buildings associated with Brownsea Quay. Therefore mixed
impact.

Identify areas at risk of erosion and inform curators to Policy (MR): It is likely that defences will be retained for several decades
ensure appropriate survey and recording.
under HTL, although it is unclear of the impacts of the long-term policy of
MR on heritage buildings associated with Brownsea Quay. Therefore mixed
impact.
Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): SMP policy has the potential to allow inter-tidal habitat to move
landwards such as saltmarsh and mudflats to rising sea levels and thus
maintain the quality and quantity of BAP habitat. Therefore minor positive
impact.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): SMP policy has the potential to allow habitat to move
landwards such as saltmarsh to rising sea levels, however there is potential
for flooding and erosion of heathland and other terrestrial habitats and loss
of condition due to low topography of islands. Therefore mixed impact.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): SMP policy has the potential to allow habitat to move
landwards such as inter-tidal mudflats to rising sea levels, however there is
potential for flooding and erosion of heathland and other terrestrial habitats
and loss of condition due to low topography of islands. Therefore mixed
impact.

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): SMP policy has the potential to allow habitat to move
landwards such as inter-tidal mudflats to rising sea levels, however there is
potential for flooding and erosion of heathland and other terrestrial habitats
and loss of condition due to low topography of islands. Therefore mixed
impact.

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Many species have specialist ecology, strongly associated with,
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
or restricted to, wetlands. The area is ornithologically important
coastal squeeze.
for specialist breeding birds of lowland heathland, as well as for
some wintering raptors.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): SMP policy has the potential to allow habitat to move
landwards such as inter-tidal mudflats to rising sea levels, however there is
potential for flooding and erosion of heathland and other terrestrial habitats
and loss of condition due to low topography of islands. Therefore mixed
impact.

Designated AONB (Dorset)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

No

Nationally important landscape character and landscape features No decrease in the quality of the landscape character Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
attributed to natural coastal processes or the
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
management thereof.
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

Policy (MR): SMP policy may influence the landscape quality and character
through changes in natural processes. Therefore minor negative impact.

PHB.L.3: HTL,MR, MR

Heritage Coast

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

No

Nationally important landscape character and landscape features Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Policy (MR): SMP policy may influence the landscape quality and character
through changes in natural processes. Therefore minor negative impact.

PHB.L.3: HTL,MR, MR

Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck (SMA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA contains habitats and species Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
sensitive to anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (MR): The natural condition of the site and its features would not be
affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative implications. Therefore
features, in particular Eelgrass and Maerl beds,
subject to natural change. Prevent adverse impact on neutral impact.
the habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

PBH.L.1: NAI for all
epochs

Beaches

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Beach is narrow and unlikely to retreat

Future sea level rise increases erosion risk.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Ensure natural processes continue

Policy (NAI): Potential for beach to roll back under rising sea levels and be
maintained under natural processes. Therefore minor negative impact.

PBH.L.1: NAI for all
epochs

Dorset Heathlands (Ramsar)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (heath) due to coastal squeeze and inappropriate
coastal management measures.

Important heathland habitats that support internationally
important populations of Dartford Warbler, Nightjar, Woodlark,
and wintering Hen Harrier and Merlin.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy has the potential decrease this particular BAP
habitat in response to rising sea levels flooding and eroding heathland
habitat on Brownsea Island. Therefore negative minor impact.

PBH.L.1: NAI for all
epochs

Saltmarsh and mudflats (BAP habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Saltmarsh offers unique habitat for wildlife.
processes. Loss of habitat due to coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse
on interest
due to
Maintain impact
the habitat
quality features
and quantity,
subject to

PBH.L.1: NAI for all
epochs

Lowland Heathland (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

PBH.L.1: NAI for all
epochs

Heritage Coast

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

No

Nationally important landscape character and landscape features Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

PBH.L.1: NAI for all
epochs

2 Wreck sites

Cultural heritage and
assets

No

Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
recreational resource (diving).

PBH.L.1: NAI for all
epochs

Aircraft wreck

Cultural heritage and
assets

Yes

PBH.L.1: NAI for all
epochs

Property

Human beings, including Loss or damage to property from flooding or erosion.
population and assets

The site supports various primary habitats under Annex I of the Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
Habitats Directive including Northern Atlantic wet heaths with
importance where condition is adversely affected by
Erica tetralix, European dry heaths and depressions on peat
inappropriate management of coastal processes.
substrates of the Rhynchosporion, and Annex II primary species
including southern damselfly.

Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy has the potential to allow inter-tidal habitat to move
landwards such as saltmarsh and mudflats to rising sea levels and thus
maintain the quality and quantity of BAP habitat. Therefore minor positive
impact.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy has the potential decrease this particular BAP
habitat in response to rising sea levels flooding and eroding heathland
habitat on Brownsea Island. Therefore negative minor impact.

Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy may influence the landscape quality and character
through changes in natural processes. Therefore minor negative impact.

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Avoid disturbance to the natural depositional
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
processes over wreck sites.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments
Listed
Buildings
in the coastal
Provides evidence of historic or pre-historic human activity within No
decreaseand
in the
condition
of heritage
assets flood
within Identify areas at risk of erosion and inform curators to
the area.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
ensure appropriate survey and recording.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy at this location would not lead to current changes in
depositional processes over the wreck site. Therefore neutral impact.

Erosion of coastline threatens stability of property. No defences
present.

Policy (NAI): Under this SMP policy there is potential for flooding and
erosion of the island under sea level rise and possible damage to
infrastructure and property on the western sector of the island.Therefore
minor negative impact.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Erosion and risk of flooding should be managed to
minimise loss of or damage to properties.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy at this location would not lead to current changes in
depositional processes over the wreck site. Therefore neutral impact.

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ

The Islands (excluding Brownsea)
(PHB1) Furzey, Green, Round,
Long Islands - PDZ3

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report

Why the Feature is Important?

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)

PBH.L.1: NAI for all
epochs

Dorset Heaths (SAC)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (saltmarsh) due to coastal squeeze. Impact of
existing and future inappropriate coastal management measures.

PBH.L.1: NAI for all
epochs

Poole Harbour (SPA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

PBH.L.1: NAI for all
epochs

Poole Harbour (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

PBH.L.1: NAI for all
epochs

Designated AONB (Dorset)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

No

PBH.L.1: NAI for all
epochs

Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA contains habitats and species Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
sensitive to anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

PHB.K.2: NAI for all
epochs

Oilfield infrastructure

Human beings, including Loss or damage to infrastructure due to erosion or flooding.
population and assets

Oilfield is an important national economic driver, although it has a Reduce number of social and community assets
Monitor risk of flooding and eliminate pollution risk
finite life. Severe pollution risk exists in a sensitive
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to while oilfield is active. Decommissioning should be
environmental area
coastal cliffs.
properly managed to reduce risk of pollution.

Policy (NAI): Under this SMP policy there is potential for flooding and
erosion of the island and possible damage to island infrastructure.Therefore
minor negative impact.

PHB.K.2: NAI for all
epochs

Green and Long Island

Human beings, including Loss of land due to erosion.
population and assets

Any future erosion is a natural process.

Policy (NAI): Under this SMP policy there is potential for flooding and
erosion of island foreshores and potential loss of terrestrial habitat.
Therefore minor negative impact.

PHB.K.2: NAI for all
epochs

Slipway (Furzey Island)

Human beings, including Loss or damage due to erosion or flooding.
population and assets

Slipway is owned by BP and is required as part of oil production. Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure a functional slipway is available.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (NAI): Under this SMP policy there is potential for flooding and
erosion of the island and possible damage to island infrastructure..
Therefore minor negative impact.

PHB.K.2: NAI for all
epochs

Landing Stage (Furzey Island)

Human beings, including Loss or damage due to erosion or flooding.
population and assets

Landing stage is essential as part of oil production.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure a functional landing stage is available for as
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to long as is required.
coastal cliffs.

Policy (NAI): Under this SMP policy there is potential for flooding and
erosion of the island and possible damage to island infrastructure. Therefore
minor negative impact.

PHB.K.2: NAI for all
epochs

Archaeological remains on Long Island

Cultural heritage and
assets

Yes

Islands are of archaeological importance as they have Iron Age
settlements.

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Identify areas at risk of erosion and inform curators to Policy (NAI): Under this SMP policy there is potential for flooding and
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
ensure appropriate survey and recording.
erosion of the island and possible damage to heritage sites.Therefore minor
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
negative impact.
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

PHB.K.2: NAI for all
epochs

Historic features on Green and Furzey Island

Cultural heritage and
assets

Yes

Islands are of archaeological importance as they have Iron Age
settlements.

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Identify areas at risk of erosion and inform curators to Policy (NAI): Under this SMP policy there is potential for flooding and
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
ensure appropriate survey and recording.
erosion of the islands and possible damage to heritage sites. Therefore
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
minor negative impact.
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

PHB.K.2: NAI for all
epochs

Wreck site off Furzey Island

Cultural heritage and
assets

No

Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
recreational resource (diving).

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Historical asset.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy at this location would not lead to current changes in
depositional processes over the wreck site. Therefore neutral impact.

PHB.K.2: NAI for all
epochs

Mudflats and Reedbeds (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy would not impact upon the habitat quality and
quantity of mudflats and reedbeds and may increase the extent of this
habitat. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB.K.2: NAI for all
epochs

Dorset Heathlands (Ramsar)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (heath) due to coastal squeeze and inappropriate
coastal management measures.

Important heathland habitats that support internationally
important populations of Dartford Warbler, Nightjar, Woodlark,
and wintering Hen Harrier and Merlin.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy has the potential to allow habitat to move
landwards (in places depending on infrastructure) to rising sea levels,
however there is potential for flooding of heathland/terrestrial habitats and
loss of condition due to low topography of islands. Therefore mixed impact.

PHB.K.2: NAI for all
epochs

Poole Harbour (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Continuation of natural processes on the site important to the
Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
maintenance of the SSSI habitat features and supported flora and importance where condition is adversely affected by
coastal squeeze.
fauna.
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy has the potential to allow habitat to move
landwards (in places depending on infrastructure) to rising sea levels,
however there is potential for flooding of heathland/terrestrial habitats and
loss of condition due to low topography of islands. Therefore mixed impact.

PHB.K.2: NAI for all
epochs

Heritage Coast

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

No

Nationally important landscape character and landscape features Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Local and national community, tourism and recreation. Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure landscape quality and character are
maintained through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive
impact.

PHB.K.2: NAI for all
epochs

Designated AONB (Dorset)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

No

Nationally important landscape character and landscape features No decrease in the quality of the landscape character Local and national community, tourism and recreation. Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure landscape quality and character are
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
attributed to natural coastal processes or the
maintained through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive
management thereof.
impact.

PHB.K.2: NAI for all
epochs

Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck (SMA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA contains habitats and species Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
sensitive to anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Sandbanks Ferry Slipway to North PBY/STU. H.1: HTL, HTL, Poole Harbour mouth
Haven Point (PHB17) - PDZ3
ADL

PBY/STU. H.1: HTL, HTL, Sandbanks
ADL

Human beings, including Loss or restriction of facility due to silting.
population and assets

The site supports various primary habitats under Annex I of the Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
Habitats Directive including Northern Atlantic wet heaths with
importance where condition is adversely affected by
Erica tetralix, European dry heaths and depressions on peat
inappropriate management of coastal processes.
substrates of the Rhynchosporion, and Annex II primary species
including southern damselfly.

Theme Review Objectives / Targets
Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.
Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy has the potential to allow habitat to move
landwards such as saltmarsh to rising sea levels, however there is potential
for flooding and erosion of heathland and other terrestrial habitats and loss
of condition due to low topography of islands. Therefore mixed impact.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy has the potential to allow habitat to move
landwards such as reedbeds and inter-tidal mudflats to rising sea levels,
however there is potential for flooding and erosion of open dry heathland
and other terrestrial habitats/species including the Red Squirrel and loss of
condition due to low topography of islands. Therefore mixed impact.

Nationally important landscape character and landscape features No decrease in the quality of the landscape character Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
attributed to natural coastal processes or the
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
management thereof.
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

Access to Harbour essential for cargo, passenger, MOD and
pleasure craft.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure landscape quality and character are
maintained through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive
impact.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (NAI): The natural condition of the site and its features would not be
features, in particular Eelgrass and Maerl beds,
affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative implications. Therefore
subject to natural change. Prevent adverse impact on neutral impact.
the habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Allow natural processes to continue.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (NAI): The habitats and biodiversity interest features at this location
features, in particular Eelgrass and Maerl beds,
would not be affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative
subject to natural change. Prevent adverse impact on implications. Therefore neutral impact.
the habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure Harbour is accessible for size of craft
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to requiring use of Harbour.
coastal cliffs.

Human beings, including Risk to properties along frontage from flooding and loss of land due Sandbanks is a significant residential community with properties Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
population and assets
to rising sea levels.
at risk from erosion. Infrastructure is also at risk.
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy has the potential to allow habitat to move
landwards such as inter-tidal mudflats to rising sea levels, however there is
potential for flooding and erosion of heathland and other terrestrial habitats
and loss of condition due to low topography of islands. Therefore mixed
impact.

Erosion and risk of flooding should be managed to
minimise loss of or damage to properties.

Policy (ADL): SMP policy would ensure (in part) that the harbour is
continued to be accessible for water craft. Therefore minor positive impact.

Policy (ADL): The policy for the frontage of Sandbanks will ensure no
additional properties lie within the tidal flood zone in comparison to the
current number. Flood and erosion risk to coastal communities will not
increase as standard of defence will be maintained at or above current
standard. Therefore minor positive impact.

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report

PBY/STU. H.1: HTL, HTL, Unidentified fishing wreck
ADL

Cultural heritage and
assets

No

PBY/STU. H.1: HTL, HTL, Poole Harbour (SSSI)
ADL

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

PBY/STU. H.1: HTL, HTL, Poole Harbour (SPA)
ADL

PBY/STU. H.1 (HTL, HTL, Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck (SMA)
ADL)

North Haven Point to Whitley Lake PBY/STU H.2:HTL for all Sandy beach
epochs
(PHB16) - PDZ3

PBY/STU H.2:HTL for all Sandbanks
epochs

Whitley Lake (PHB15) - PDZ3

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Why the Feature is Important?
Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
recreational resource (diving).

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets

Theme Review Objectives / Targets

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Avoid disturbance to the natural depositional
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
processes over wreck sites.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (ADL): SMP policy at this location would not lead to current changes
in depositional processes over the wreck site. Therefore neutral impact.

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (ADL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes essential for
maintaining the sites interest features. Therefore minor negative impact.

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (ADL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes essential for
maintaining the sites interest features. Therefore minor negative impact.

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA contains habitats and species Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
sensitive to anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Policy (ADL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes essential for
Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
features, in particular Eelgrass and Maerl beds,
maintaining the sites interest features. Therefore minor negative impact.
subject to natural change. Prevent adverse impact on
the habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Loss of beach.

Local property owners.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will provide continued recharge of the beach
through the overall approach of HTL of the spit which will preserve the
circulation of sediments/sands. Therefore minor positive impact.

Erosion and risk of flooding should be managed to
minimise loss of or damage to properties.

Policy (HTL): The overall policy for the frontage of Sandbanks is HTL which
will ensure no additional properties lie within the tidal flood zone in
comparison to the current number. Flood and erosion risk to coastal
communities will not increase as standard of defence will be maintained at
or above current standard. Therefore minor positive impact.

Beach can provide some defence

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Human beings, including Risk to properties along frontage from flooding and loss of land due Sandbanks is a significant residential community with properties Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
population and assets
to rising sea levels.
at risk from erosion. Infrastructure is also at risk.
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

PBY/STU H.2:HTL for all Royal Motor Yacht Club, Boat Mooorings, Landing Stages Human beings, including Loss or damage to building due to erosion or flooding.
population and assets
epochs

Important local assets and economic drivers.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure suitable premises exist for yacht club.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

PBY/STU H.2:HTL for all Recreational Area
epochs

Human beings, including Loss of recreational area due to erosion or flooding.
population and assets

Area is used by recreational boat users, this may change in time Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure boat owners can access a suitable
depending on commercial/maritime demands
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to recreational area.
coastal cliffs.

PBY/STU H.2:HTL for all Mudflats (BAP Habitat)
epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

PBY/STU H.2:HTL for all Poole Harbour (SPA)
epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

PBY/STU H.2:HTL for all Poole Harbour (SSSI)
epochs

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will provide continued protection of local
community assets through private and public maintenance of defences.
Therefore minor positive impact.
Policy (HTL): SMP policy will provide continued protection of local
community assets such as recreational grounds through private and public
maintenance of defences and maintaining the spit. Therefore minor positive
impact.
Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes essential for
maintaining mudflats and does not allow for landward migration of this
habitat under rising sea levels (in response to development), for example
along Shore/Banks Road. May also lead to erosion of mudflats. Therefore
minor negative impact.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes and does not
allow for landward migration of habitats under rising sea levels (i.e. coastal
squeeze), in response to development, for example along Shore/Banks
Road. Therefore minor negative impact.

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes and does not
allow for landward migration of habitats under rising sea levels (i.e. coastal
squeeze), in response to development, for example along Shore/Banks
Road. May also lead to erosion of mudflats. Therefore minor negative
impact.

PBY/STU H.2:HTL for all Dorset Heathlands (Ramsar)
epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (heath) due to coastal squeeze and inappropriate
coastal management measures.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): Due to lack of habitat feature at this particular location there
would be no positive or negative implications. Therefore neutral impact.

PBY/STU H.2:HTL for all Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck (SMA)
epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA contains habitats and species Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
sensitive to anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

PBY/STU.H.3:HTL for all Shore Road/Bank Road
epochs

Human beings, including Road at risk of damage due to erosion or flooding.
population and assets

Important infrastructure link to Sandbanks and ferry.

PBY/STU.H.3:HTL for all Sandbanks
epochs

Human beings, including Properties at risk from erosion or flooding
population and assets

Sandbanks is a significant residential community with properties Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
at risk from erosion. Infrastructure is also at risk.
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

PBY/STU.H.3:HTL for all Boat moorings
epochs

Human beings, including Area used for boat moorings.
population and assets

Boat moorings are considered an asset and source of income.
Unlikely to be affected by flood or erosion issues

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure moorings are in a suitable location.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will provide continued protection of local
community assets through private and public maintenance of defences.
Therefore minor positive impact.

PBY/STU.H.3:HTL for all Access to water for recreational use
epochs

Human beings, including Access facilities lost or damaged due to erosion or flooding
population and assets

Area popular for watersports such as windsurfing, waterskiing
and kitesurfing. The activities require vehicle access to water’s
edge.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure an area is suitable for these activities in the
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to vicinity.
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will provide continued protection of local
community assets through private and public maintenance of defences.
Therefore minor positive impact.

PBY/STU.H.3:HTL for all Lowland Heathland (BAP Habitat)
epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

PBY/STU.H.3:HTL for all Mudflats (BAP Habitat)
epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

PBY/STU.H.3:HTL for all Poole Harbour (SSSI)
epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Important heathland habitats that support internationally
important populations of Dartford Warbler, Nightjar, Woodlark,
and wintering Hen Harrier and Merlin.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (HTL): The habitats and biodiversity interest features at this location
would not be affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative
features, in particular Eelgrass and Maerl beds,
subject to natural change. Prevent adverse impact on implications. Therefore neutral impact.
the habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure transport links exist.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Erosion and risk of flooding should be managed to
minimise loss of or damage to properties.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will provide continued protection of local
community assets such as roads through private and public maintenance of
defences. Therefore minor positive impact.

Policy (HTL): The overall policy for the frontage of Sandbanks is HTL which
will ensure no additional properties lie within the tidal flood zone in
comparison to the current number. Flood and erosion risk to coastal
communities will not increase as standard of defence will be maintained at
or above current standard. Therefore minor positive impact.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes essential for
maintaining mudflats and does not allow for landward migration of this
habitat under rising sea levels (in response to development), for example
along Shore/Banks Road. May also lead to erosion of mudflats. Therefore
moderate to major negative impact.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): Due to lack of habitat feature at this particular location there
would be no positive or negative implications. Therefore neutral impact.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes and does not
allow for landward migration of habitats under rising sea levels (i.e. coastal
squeeze), in response to development, for example along Shore/Banks
Road. May also lead to erosion of mudflats. Therefore moderate to major
negative impact.

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ

Lilliput Pier to Salterns Marina
(PHB14) - PDZ3

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report

PBY/STU.H.3:HTL for all Dorset Heathlands (Ramsar)
epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (heath) due to coastal squeeze and inappropriate
coastal management measures.

PBY/STU.H.3:HTL for all Poole Harbour (SPA)
epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

PBY/STU.H.3:HTL for all Luscombe Valley (SSSI)
epochs

Why the Feature is Important?
Important heathland habitats that support internationally
important populations of Dartford Warbler, Nightjar, Woodlark,
and wintering Hen Harrier and Merlin.

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets

Theme Review Objectives / Targets

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): Due to lack of habitat feature at this particular location there
would be no positive or negative implications. Therefore neutral impact.

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes and does not
allow for landward migration of habitats under rising sea levels (i.e. coastal
squeeze), in response to development, for example along Shore/Banks
Road. Therefore moderate to major negative impact.

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Site supports heath, mire, carr, reedswamp, reedbed, and
processes. Possible loss of habitats due to coastal squeeze.
brackish habitats, as well as a range of nationally rare or scarce
flora and fauna.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would have no positive or negative implications for
the heath habitat at this location as the main restriction is urban
development. Therefore neutral impact.

PBY/STU.H.3:HTL for all Luscombe Valley (LNR)
epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Site supports heath, mire, carr, reedswamp, reedbed, and
processes. Possible reduction of habitats due to coastal squeeze. brackish habitats, as well as a range of nationally rare or scarce
flora and fauna.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would have no positive or negative implications for
the heath habitat at this location as the main restriction is urban
development. Therefore neutral impact.

PBY/STU.H.3:HTL for all Sandbanks (SNCI)
epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Dunes and grassland with a flora rich in scarce annual species
processes. Reduction of dune and grassland habitat as a result of would be affected by alteration to natural processes and
coastal squeeze.
evolution of these features which would otherwise occur.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

PBY/STU.H.3:HTL for all Car park
epochs

Human beings, including Threat of erosion and increased flood risk to car park facilities.
population and assets

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.
Ensure a facility for car parking exists.

Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes and
potentially not allow for landward migration of dune and grassland habitat
under rising sea levels (in response to development). Therefore moderate to
major negative impact.
Policy (HTL): SMP policy will provide continued protection of local
community assets through private and public maintenance of defences.
Therefore minor positive impact.

PBY/STU.H.3:HTL for all Poole Harbour SMA
epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Poole Harbour SMA contains habitats and species sensitive to
processes.
anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (HTL): The habitats and biodiversity interest features at this location
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse would not be affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative
impact on the habitat due to inappropriate coastal
implications. Therefore neutral impact.
management.

PBY/STU.H.3:HTL for all Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck (SMA)
epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA contains habitats and species Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
sensitive to anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (HTL): The habitats and biodiversity interest features at this location
features, in particular Eelgrass and Maerl beds,
would not be affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative
subject to natural change. Prevent adverse impact on implications. Therefore neutral impact.
the habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Site supports heath, mire, carr, reedswamp, reedbed, and
processes. Possible loss of habitats due to coastal squeeze.
brackish habitats, as well as a range of nationally rare or scarce
flora and fauna.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Car park allows visitors to enjoy the coast.

Reduce number of social and community assets
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

PHB. I.1:HTL for all
epochs

Luscombe Valley (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

PHB. I.1:HTL for all
epochs

Evening Hill open space

Human beings, including Loss of area due to erosion and coastal squeeze
population and assets

Open space area is important to community for recreation

Reduce number of social and community assets
Minimise loss of area, ensure an open space is
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to accessible.
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will provide continued protection of open space for
local community through private and public maintenance of defences/road
walls. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. I.1:HTL for all
epochs

Lilliput

Human beings, including Risk to properties from flooding and loss of land due to rising sea
population and assets
levels and failure of defences.

Lilliput is a residential community.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): The overall policy for the frontage of Sandbanks is HTL which
will ensure no additional properties lie within the tidal flood zone in
comparison to the current number. Flood and erosion risk to coastal
communities will not increase as standard of defence will be maintained at
or above current standard. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. I.1:HTL for all
epochs

Local assets: Shore Road/Bank Road. Private Jetty and
Sailing Club

Human beings, including Loss or damage from flooding.
population and assets

Important infrastructure and assets.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure transport links exist.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will provide continued protection of local
community assets through private and public maintenance of defences/road
walls. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. I.1:HTL for all
epochs

Beach

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Loss of area due to rising sea levels.

Beach is used as a source of fishing bait

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will provide continued protection of local beach
through private and public maintenance of defences/road walls. Therefore
minor positive impact.

PHB. I.1:HTL for all
epochs

7 Wreck sites

Cultural heritage and
assets

No

Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
recreational resource (diving).

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Avoid disturbance to the natural depositional
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
processes over wreck sites.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy at this location would not lead to current changes
in depositional processes over the wreck site. Therefore neutral impact.

PHB. I.1:HTL for all
epochs

Inter-tidal mudflats (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Habitat is important for wintering wildfowl and waders.
processes. Loss of habitat due to coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes essential for
maintaining mudflats and does not allow for landward migration of this
habitat under rising sea levels (in response to development), for example
along Sandbanks/Shore Road. May also lead to erosion of mudflats.
Therefore moderate to major negative impact.

PHB. I.1:HTL for all
epochs

Dorset Heathlands (Ramsar)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (heath) due to coastal squeeze and inappropriate
coastal management measures.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would have no positive or negative implications for
the heath habitat at this location as the main restriction is urban
development. Therefore neutral impact.

PHB. I.1:HTL for all
epochs

Poole Harbour (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes and does not
allow for landward migration of habitats under rising sea levels (i.e. coastal
squeeze), in response to development, for example along Sandbanks/Shore
Road. May also lead to erosion of mudflats. Therefore moderate to major
negative impact.

PHB. I.1:HTL for all
epochs

Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck (SMA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA contains habitats and species Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
sensitive to anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (HTL): The habitats and biodiversity interest features at this location
features, in particular Eelgrass and Maerl beds,
would not be affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative
subject to natural change. Prevent adverse impact on implications. Therefore neutral impact.
the habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

PHB. I.1:HTL for all
epochs

Poole Harbour (SPA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Salterns Yacht Club and Marina

Human beings, including Loss of marina due to coastal squeeze or erosion.
population and assets

Salterns Marina to Parkstone Yacht PHB. I.1: HTL for all
Club (PHB13) - PDZ3
epochs

Important heathland habitats that support internationally
important populations of Dartford Warbler, Nightjar, Woodlark,
and wintering Hen Harrier and Merlin.

Marina considered an asset and is a driver for local economy.
Marina requires access to sea.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Erosion and risk of flooding should be managed to
minimise loss of or damage to properties.

Ensure a sustainable source of bait is available.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure marina facilities exist in vicinity.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would have no positive or negative implications for
the heath habitat at this location as the main restriction is urban
development. Therefore neutral impact.

Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes and does not
allow for landward migration of habitats under rising sea levels (i.e. coastal
squeeze), in response to development, for example along Sandbanks/Shore
Road. Therefore moderate to major negative impact.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will provide continued protection of Salterns Yacht
Club and Marina through private and public maintenance of defences/road
walls. Therefore minor positive impact.

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ

Parkstone Bay and Baiter Park
(PHB12) - PDZ3

Town Quay (PHB11) - PDZ3

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report

Why the Feature is Important?

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets

Theme Review Objectives / Targets

PHB. I.1: HTL for all
epochs

Properties protected by defences

Human beings, including Deterioration and failure of defences leading to flooding.
population and assets

Failure of defences leaves properties vulnerable to flooding.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

PHB. I.1: HTL for all
epochs

Parkstone Yacht Club and Marina

Human beings, including Loss of marina due to coastal squeeze or erosion.
population and assets

Marina considered an asset and is a driver for local economy.
Marina requires access to sea.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure marina facilities exist in vicinity.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will provide continued protection of Parkstone
Yacht Club and Marina through private and public maintenance of
defences/road walls. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. I.1: HTL for all
epochs

Poole Harbour (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes and does not
allow for landward migration of habitats under rising sea levels (i.e. coastal
squeeze), in response to development. May also lead to erosion of mudflats.
Therefore moderate to major negative impact.

PHB. I.1: HTL for all
epochs

Poole Harbour (SPA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes and does not
allow for landward migration of habitats under rising sea levels (i.e. coastal
squeeze), in response to development. Therefore moderate to major
negative impact.

PHB. I.1: HTL for all
epochs

Saline Lagoon and Inter-tidal Mudflats (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Locally important nature conservation interest. Mudflats important Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes. Loss of habitat due to coastal squeeze.
habitat for wintering wildfowl and waders.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes and does not
allow for landward migration of habitats under rising sea levels (i.e. coastal
squeeze), in response to development. Therefore moderate to major minor
negative impact.

PHB. I.1: HTL for all
epochs

Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck (SMA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA contains habitats and species Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
sensitive to anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (HTL): The habitats and biodiversity interest features at this location
features, in particular Eelgrass and Maerl beds,
would not be affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative
subject to natural change. Prevent adverse impact on implications. Therefore neutral impact.
the habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

PHB. I.2:HTL for all
epochs

Recreational ground at Baiter

Human beings, including Loss or damage from flooding.
population and assets

Recreation area provides flood barrier as well as local amenity.

PHB. I.2:HTL for all
epochs

Slipway

Human beings, including Increased sea levels may make slipway redundant.
population and assets

Ensure a suitable slipway facility exists.
Slipway is an important asset to the area. Boat use and access to Reduce number of social and community assets
the water is considered of great benefit.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will potentially continue to protect the slipway
through private and public maintenance of defences/road walls. Therefore
minor positive impact.

PHB. I.2:HTL for all
epochs

Poole

Human beings, including Deterioration and failure of defences leading to flooding.
population and assets

Failure of defences at Green Gardens leaves properties
vulnerable to flooding.

PHB. I.2:HTL for all
epochs

Poole Harbour (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

PHB. I.2:HTL for all
epochs

Car park

Human beings, including Threat of erosion and increased flood risk to car park facilities.
population and assets

Car park allows visitors to enjoy the coast.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (HTL): SMP policy will continue to protect the local car park through
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse private and public maintenance of defences/road walls. Therefore minor
coastal cliffs.
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
positive impact.
coastal management.

PHB. I.2:HTL for all
epochs

7 Wreck sites

Cultural heritage and
assets

Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
recreational resource (diving).

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Avoid disturbance to the natural depositional
processes over wreck sites.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

PHB. I.2:HTL for all
epochs

Railway

Human beings, including Damage or loss of railway due to flooding or erosion
population and assets

Railway forms an important link between Poole and Wareham.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Maintain transport links between Poole and Wareham. Policy (HTL): SMP policy will continue to protect the local railway
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
infrastructure through public maintenance of defences/road walls. Therefore
coastal cliffs.
minor positive impact.

PHB. I.2:HTL for all
epochs

Whitecliff Harbourside Park

Human beings, including Loss or damage from flooding.
population and assets

Park area provides flood barrier as well as local amenity.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure some recreational area for community.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will continue to protect Whitecliff Harbourside Park
through public maintenance of defences/road walls. Therefore minor
positive impact.

PHB. I.2:HTL for all
epochs

Boating lake and Park

Human beings, including Loss or damage from flooding.
population and assets

Boating lake is a valued local amenity. Park is designated
historical park.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure boating facilities exist if required.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will continue to protect boating lake through public
maintenance of defences/road walls, with the potential for the lake area to
allow development of a more natural fringe and development of brackish
conditions, in compensation for loss of habitat elsewhere within Poole
Harbour. Therefore moderate positive impact.

PHB. I.2:HTL for all
epochs

Sluice gate

Human beings, including Increased sea levels will lead to more tidelocking of sluice gate.
population and assets

The boating lake requires flushing out, and water levels may
need to be lowered by using the sluice gate

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure control over water levels in Boating Lake is
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to maintained
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): It is unclear how this SMP policy overall will impact on the longterm management of the sluice gate. Therefore indeterminable impact.

PHB. I.2:HTL for all
epochs

Poole Harbour (SPA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes and does not
allow for landward migration of habitats under rising sea levels (i.e. coastal
squeeze), in response to development. Therefore moderate to major
negative impact.

PHB. I.2:HTL for all
epochs

Inter-tidal mudflats (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Habitat is important for wintering wildfowl and waders.
processes. Loss of habitat due to coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes and does not
allow for landward migration of habitats such as inter-tidal mudflats under
rising sea levels (i.e. coastal squeeze), in response to development. May
also lead to erosion of mudflats. Therefore moderate to major negative
impact.

PHB. I.2:HTL for all
epochs

Properties protected by defences and quays

Human beings, including Deterioration and failure of defences leading to flooding.
population and assets

Failure of defences leaves properties vulnerable to and flooding. Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Minimise loss or damage to properties.

Policy (HTL): The overall policy for the frontage of Poole is HTL which will
ensure no additional properties lie within the tidal flood zone in comparison
to the current number. Flood and erosion risk to coastal communities will
not increase as standard of defence will be maintained at or above current
standard. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. I.2:HTL for all
epochs

Slipway

Human beings, including Increased sea levels may make slipway redundant.
population and assets

Ensure a suitable slipway facility exists.
Slipway is an important asset to the area. Boat use and access to Reduce number of social and community assets
the water is considered of great benefit.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

No

Erosion and risk of flooding should be managed to
minimise loss of or damage to properties.

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)
Policy (HTL): The overall policy for the frontage of Parkstone is HTL which
will ensure no additional properties lie within the tidal flood zone in
comparison to the current number. Flood and erosion risk to coastal
communities will not increase as standard of defence will be maintained at
or above current standard. Therefore minor positive impact.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure some recreational area for community exists. Policy (HTL): SMP policy will provide continued protection of recreational
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
ground at Baiter through private and public maintenance of defences/road
coastal cliffs.
walls. Therefore minor positive impact.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Erosion and risk of flooding should be managed to
minimise loss of or damage to properties.

Policy (HTL): The overall policy for the frontage of Poole is HTL which will
ensure no additional properties lie within the tidal flood zone in comparison
to the current number. Flood and erosion risk to coastal communities will
not increase as standard of defence will be maintained at or above current
standard. Therefore minor positive impact.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes and does not
allow for landward migration of habitats under rising sea levels (i.e. coastal
squeeze), in response to development. Therefore moderate to major
negative impact.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy at this location would not lead to current changes
in depositional processes over the wreck site. Therefore neutral impact.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will provide continued protection of slipway from
increased sea level rise through public maintenance of defences/road walls.
Therefore minor positive impact.

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ

Holes Bay (E,N & W) (PHB 10) PDZ3

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report

Why the Feature is Important?

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets

Theme Review Objectives / Targets

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)

PHB. I.2:HTL for all
epochs

Car park

Human beings, including Threat of erosion and increased flood risk to car park facilities.
population and assets

Car park allows visitors to enjoy the coast.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure a facility for car parking exists.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will continue to protect the local car park through
public maintenance of defences. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. I.2:HTL for all
epochs

A350 Bridge Approach Road

Human beings, including Road infrastructure threatened by increased flood risk
population and assets

Road is an important link between Poole and Hamworthy.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure transport links between Hamworthy and
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to Poole.
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will continue to protect the A350 bridge approach
road public maintenance of defences/road walls. Therefore minor positive
impact.

PHB. I.2:HTL for all
epochs

Pool Bridge

Human beings, including Bridge infrastructure threatened by increased flood risk.
population and assets

Bridge is an important link between Poole and Hamworthy.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure transport links between Hamworthy and
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to Poole.
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will continue to protect the road bridge through
public maintenance of defences/road walls. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. I.2:HTL for all
epochs

Lifeboat and Police Station

Human beings, including Increased flood risk to lifeboat and police station.
population and assets

Increased flood risk may affect operational ability of stations.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure functionality of lifeboat facility.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will continue to protect the life boat/police station
through public maintenance of defences/road walls. Therefore minor
positive impact.

PHB. I.2:HTL for all
epochs

Old Town

Human beings, including Risk to properties along frontage from flooding and loss of land due Commercial area important to economy of Poole. Listed buildings Reduce number of social and community assets
Minimise loss or damage to properties. Increased
population and assets
to rising sea levels and failure of defences.
at risk of damage or loss.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to flood resilience could be considered.
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): The overall policy for the frontage of Old Town is HTL which
will ensure no additional properties lie within the tidal flood zone in
comparison to the current number. Flood and erosion risk to coastal
communities will not increase as standard of defence will be maintained at
or above current standard. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. I.2:HTL for all
epochs

1 Grade 1 Listed building

Cultural heritage and
assets

Yes

Important to national heritage due to its quality or rarity within the No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Minimise damage or destruction of historic
historic environment resource.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
environment without unduly preventing natural
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would continue to provide the same level of
protection to local heritage sites. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. I.2:HTL for all
epochs

54 Grade II Listed buildings

Cultural heritage and
assets

Yes

Important to national heritage due to its quality or rarity within the No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Minimise damage or destruction of historic
historic environment resource.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
environment without unduly preventing natural
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would continue to provide the same level of
protection to local heritage sites. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. I.2:HTL for all
epochs

Commercial properties

Human beings, including Increased risk of flooding
population and assets

Nature of commercial properties requires waterfront access.

PHB. I.2:HTL for all
epochs

Poole Harbour (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

PHB. I.2:HTL for all
epochs

The Town Cellar SM

PHB. I.2:HTL for all
epochs

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Erosion and risk of flooding should be managed to
minimise loss of or damage to properties.

Policy (HTL): The overall policy for the commercial properties of Old Town is
HTL which will ensure no additional properties lie within the tidal flood zone
in comparison to the current number. Flood and erosion risk to coastal
communities will not increase as standard of defence will be maintained at
or above current standard. Therefore minor positive impact.

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes and does not
allow for landward migration of habitats under rising sea levels (i.e. coastal
squeeze), in response to development. Therefore moderate to mjaor
negative impact.

Cultural heritage and
assets

Damage or destruction to Scheduled Monument due to erosion or
flooding.

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Minimise damage or destruction of historic
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
environment without unduly preventing natural
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would continue to provide the same level of
protection to local heritage sites. Therefore minor positive impact.

Poole Harbour (SPA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes and does not
allow for landward migration of habitats under rising sea levels (i.e. coastal
squeeze), in response to development, for example along Sandbanks/Shore
Road. Therefore moderate to major negative impact.

PHB. I.2:HTL for all
epochs

Scaplans Court High Street, The Town Wall, Customs
House and Guildhall SMs

Cultural heritage and
assets

Damage or destruction to Scheduled Monument due to erosion or
flooding.

PHB. I.2:HTL for all
epochs

Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck (SMA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA contains habitats and species Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
sensitive to anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

PHB. I.3:HTL for all
epochs

Industrial properties

Human beings, including Increased risk of flooding.
population and assets

Commercial area important to economy of Poole. Listed buildings Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
at risk of damage or loss.
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

PHB. I.3:HTL for all
epochs

A350 Road

Human beings, including Future flooding could affect road infrastructure.
population and assets

Road is vital part of Poole's infrastructure.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Minimise loss or damage to properties. Increased
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to flood resilience could be considered.
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will continue to protect the A350 road through
maintenance of defences/road walls. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. I.3:HTL for all
epochs

A35 Road

Human beings, including Future flooding could affect road infrastructure.
population and assets

Road is vital part of Poole's infrastructure.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure effective transport infrastructure in Poole.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will continue to protect the A35 road through
maintenance of defences/road walls. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. I.3:HTL for all
epochs

Harkwood Saltmarsh (SNCI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (saltmarsh) due to coastal squeeze and
inappropriate coastal management measures.

Recognised area of saltmarsh important habitat to wildlife.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

PHB. I.3:HTL for all
epochs

Hole's Bay Relief Road (SNCI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Recognised area of ruderal grassland with a varied flora.
processes.

PHB. I.3:HTL for all
epochs

Properties currently protected by defences

Human beings, including Deterioration and failure of defences leading to flooding.
population and assets

Future predicted sea level rise lowers standard of protection of
defences. Potential failure of defences puts properties at risk.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Minimise loss or damage to properties.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): The overall policy for the frontage of Poole is HTL which will
ensure no additional properties lie within the tidal flood zone in comparison
to the current number. Flood and erosion risk to coastal communities will
not increase as standard of defence will be maintained at or above current
standard. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. I.3:HTL for all
epochs

Old power station site

Human beings, including Site is a brownfield site, threatened by coastal squeeze.
population and assets

Brownfield site likely to be used for future development.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure appropriate use of available land.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): There is potential for this SMP policy cause loss of available
land through coastal squeeze during sea level rise, in response to
surrounding development and infrastructure. Therefore minor negative
impact.

Scheduled Ancient Monument is part of the areas heritage.

Scheduled Monument is part of the areas heritage.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.
No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Minimise damage or destruction of historic
environment without unduly preventing natural
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would continue to provide the same level of
protection to local heritage sites. Therefore minor positive impact.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (HTL): The habitats and biodiversity interest features at this location
features, in particular Eelgrass and Maerl beds,
would not be affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative
subject to natural change. Prevent adverse impact on implications. Therefore neutral impact.
the habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Erosion and risk of flooding should be managed to
minimise loss of or damage to properties.

Policy (HTL): The overall policy for the industrial properties of Holes Bay is
HTL which will ensure no additional properties lie within the tidal flood zone
in comparison to the current number. Flood and erosion risk to coastal
communities will not increase as standard of defence will be maintained at
or above current standard. Therefore minor positive impact.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes and does not
allow for landward migration of habitats under rising sea levels (i.e. coastal
squeeze), in response to development and infrastructure. Potential erosion
of saltmarsh and tidal mudflats. Therefore moderate to major negative
impact.
Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes and does not
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse allow for landward migration of habitats under rising sea levels (i.e. coastal
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
squeeze), in response to development and infrastructure. Potential erosion
coastal management.
of saltmarsh and tidal mudflats. Therefore moderate to major negative
impact.

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ

Hamworthy Quays (PHB9) - PDZ3

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report

Why the Feature is Important?

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets

Theme Review Objectives / Targets

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)

PHB. I.3:HTL for all
epochs

Railway and viaduct, station

Human beings, including Loss or damage through erosion or flooding.
population and assets

Railway infrastructure link important between Poole & Wareham. Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure good transport links between Poole and
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to Wareham.
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will continue to protect the local railway
infrastructure through public maintenance of defences/road walls. Therefore
minor positive impact.

PHB. I.3:HTL for all
epochs

A350 Bridge Approach Road

Human beings, including Road infrastructure threatened by increased flood risk
population and assets

Road is an important link between Poole and Hamworthy.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure good transport links between Poole and
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to Wareham.
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will continue to protect the A350 bridge approach
road through maintenance of defences/road walls. Therefore minor positive
impact.

PHB. I.3:HTL for all
epochs

Pool Bridge

Human beings, including Bridge infrastructure threatened by increased flood risk.
population and assets

Bridge is an important link between Poole and Hamworthy.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure good transport links between Poole and
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to Wareham.
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will continue to protect the road bridge through
public maintenance of defences/road walls. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. I.3:HTL for all
epochs

Properties

Human beings, including Deterioration and failure of defences leading to flooding.
population and assets

Failure of defences leaves properties vulnerable to flooding.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Erosion and risk of flooding should be managed to
minimise loss of or damage to properties.

Policy (HTL): The overall policy for the frontage at Holes Bay is HTL which
will ensure no additional properties lie within the tidal flood zone in
comparison to the current number. Flood and erosion risk to coastal
communities will not increase as standard of defence will be maintained at
or above current standard. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. I.3:HTL for all
epochs

Dorset Heathlands (Ramsar)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (heath) due to coastal squeeze and inappropriate
coastal management measures.

Important heathland habitats that support internationally
important populations of Dartford Warbler, Nightjar, Woodlark,
and wintering Hen Harrier and Merlin.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes and does not
allow for landward migration of habitats under rising sea levels (i.e. coastal
squeeze), in response to development and infrastructure. Potential erosion
of saltmarsh and tidal mudflats. Therefore moderate to major negative
impact.

PHB. I.3:HTL for all
epochs

Poole Harbour (SPA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.
Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

PHB. I.3:HTL for all
epochs

Car park

Human beings, including Threat of erosion and increased flood risk to car park facilities.
population and assets

Car park allows visitors to enjoy the area.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure a facility for car parking exists.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will continue to protect the local car park through
maintenance of defences/road walls. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. I.3:HTL for all
epochs

Upton County Park

Human beings, including Loss or damage to area due to flooding.
population and assets

Country park important to wildlife and habitats. Also popular for
visitors and considered a local asset.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Minimise flood risk.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will continue to protect local community asset
through maintenance of defences/road walls. Therefore minor positive
impact.

PHB. I.3:HTL for all
epochs

Upton House

Human beings, including Property threatened by increased risk of flooding.
population and assets

Increased flood risk to people and property.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Minimise flood risk, opportunity to increase flood
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to resilience.
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will continue to protect local community asset
through maintenance of defences/road walls. Therefore minor positive
impact.

PHB. I.3:HTL for all
epochs

Cobbs Quay Marina

Human beings, including Loss of marina due to coastal squeeze or erosion.
population and assets

Marina considered an asset and is an addition to local economy

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure marina facilities exist in vicinity.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will continue to protect local community asset
through maintenance of defences/road walls. Therefore minor positive
impact.

PHB. I.3:HTL for all
epochs

Inter-tidal mudflats (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Habitat is important for wintering wildfowl and waders.
processes. Loss of habitat due to coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes and does not
allow for landward migration of habitats under rising sea levels (i.e. coastal
squeeze), in response to development and infrastructure. Potential erosion
of saltmarsh and tidal mudflats. Therefore moderate to major negative
impact.

PHB. I.3:HTL for all
epochs

Poole Harbour (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes and does not
allow for landward migration of habitats under rising sea levels (i.e. coastal
squeeze), in response to development and infrastructure. Potential erosion
of saltmarsh and tidal mudflats. Therefore moderate to major negative
impact.

PHB. I.3:HTL for all
epochs

Poole Harbour (SPA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes and does not
allow for landward migration of habitats under rising sea levels (i.e. coastal
squeeze), in response to development and infrastructure. Potential erosion
of saltmarsh and tidal mudflats. Therefore moderate to major negative
impact.

PHB. I.3:HTL for all
epochs

Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck (SMA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA contains habitats and species Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
sensitive to anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

PHB. I.4:HTL for all
epochs

Poole Quays

Human beings, including Threat to quay activities due to increasing flood risk.
population and assets

Quay activities important to local and national economy.

PHB. I.4:HTL for all
epochs

Marina and moorings

Human beings, including Loss of marina due to erosion.
population and assets

Marina considered an asset and is an addition to local economy. Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure marina facilities exist in vicinity
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

PHB. I.4:HTL for all
epochs

A350 Bridge Approach Road

Human beings, including Road infrastructure threatened by increased flood risk.
population and assets

Road is an important link between Poole and Hamworthy.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure transport links exist between Hamworthy and Policy (HTL): SMP policy will continue to protect the A350 bridge approach
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to Poole
road through maintenance of defences/road walls. Therefore minor positive
coastal cliffs.
impact.

PHB. I.4:HTL for all
epochs

Pool Bridge

Human beings, including Bridge infrastructure threatened by increased flood risk.
population and assets

Bridge is an important link between Poole and Hamworthy.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure transport links exist between Hamworthy and Policy (HTL): SMP policy will continue to protect the road bridge through
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to Poole
public maintenance of defences/road walls. Therefore minor positive impact.
coastal cliffs.

PHB. I.4:HTL for all
epochs

Commercial properties protected by defences

Human beings, including Deterioration and failure of defences.
population and assets

Failure of defences puts properties at risk of flooding or damage. Reduce number of social and community assets
Minimise loss or damage to properties. Increased
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to flood resilience could be considered
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): The overall policy for the frontage of Hamworthy is HTL which
will ensure no additional properties lie within the tidal flood zone in
comparison to the current number. Flood and erosion risk to coastal
communities will not increase as standard of defence will be maintained at
or above current standard. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. I.4:HTL for all
epochs

Old power station site

Human beings, including Site is a brownfield site, threatened by coastal squeeze.
population and assets

Brownfield site likely to be used for future development.

Policy (HTL): There is potential for this SMP policy cause loss of available
land through coastal squeeze during sea level rise, in response to
surrounding development and infrastructure. Therefore moderate to major
negative impact.

PHB. I.4:HTL for all
epochs

Commercial property

Human beings, including Property threatened by coastal squeeze and increased flood risk.
population and assets

Nature of business requires waterside property. Businesses are Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
important to local economy and identity of Poole.
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes and does not
allow for landward migration of habitats under rising sea levels (i.e. coastal
squeeze), in response to development and infrastructure. Potential erosion
of saltmarsh and tidal mudflats. Therefore moderate to major negative
impact.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (NAI): The natural condition of the site and its features would not be
features, in particular Eelgrass and Maerl beds,
affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative implications. Therefore
subject to natural change. Prevent adverse impact on neutral impact.
the habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure continued functionality of the quay area.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure appropriate use of available land.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Minimise loss or damage to properties. Increased
flood resilience could be considered.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will continue to protect local community assets
such as Poole Quays through maintenance of defences/road walls.
Therefore minor positive impact.
Policy (HTL): SMP policy will continue to protect local community assets
such as the Marina through maintenance of defences/road walls. Therefore
minor positive impact.

Policy (HTL): The overall policy for the frontage for the commercial
properties around Hamworthy is HTL which will ensure no additional
properties lie within the tidal flood zone in comparison to the current number.
Flood and erosion risk to coastal communities will not increase as standard
of defence will be maintained at or above current standard. Therefore minor
positive impact.
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PHB. I.4:HTL for all
epochs

Poole Ferry Terminal

Human beings, including Terminal threatened by increased risk of flooding.
population and assets

Risk of flooding expected to increase in the future. This increases Reduce number of social and community assets
Manage future flood risk, opportunity to implement
risk to people and to property.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to flood resilience.
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will continue to protect the ferry terminal through
public maintenance of defences/road walls. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. I.4:HTL for all
epochs

Freightliner Terminal

Human beings, including Terminal threatened by increased risk of flooding.
population and assets

Risk of flooding expected to increase in the future. This increases Reduce number of social and community assets
Manage future flood risk, opportunity to implement
risk to people and to property.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to flood resilience.
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will continue to protect the freightliner terminal
through public maintenance of defences/road walls. Therefore minor
positive impact.

PHB. I.4:HTL for all
epochs

Car and Lorry Park

Human beings, including Threat of erosion and increased flood risk to car park facilities.
population and assets

Car park allows visitors to enjoy the area.

PHB. I.4:HTL for all
epochs

2 Grade II Listed buildings

Cultural heritage and
assets

Yes

Important to national heritage due to its quality or rarity within the No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Minimise damage or destruction of historic
historic environment resource.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
environment without unduly preventing natural
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would continue to provide the same level of
protection to local heritage sites. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. I.4:HTL for all
epochs

Mudflats (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Policy (HTL): Due to lack of habitat features such as mudflats at this
particular location there would be no positive or negative implications.
Therefore neutral impact.

PHB. I.4:HTL for all
epochs

Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck (SMA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA contains habitats and species Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
sensitive to anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

PHB. I.5 :HTL for all
epochs

Hamworthy Park Recreation Ground

Human beings, including Area threatened by coastal squeeze.
population and assets

Hamworthy Park is a local amenity area. There are also
defences at the rear of the area protecting properties.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Minimise flood risk to park.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will provide continued protection of local
community assets including the recreation ground through private and public
maintenance of defences (including walls and groynes). Therefore minor
positive impact.

PHB. I.5 :HTL for all
epochs

Sandy beach

Human beings, including Loss of very popular beaches at base of cliffs from coastal
population and assets
squeeze.

Beach provides protection against erosion of land, and also
enhances the value of the area.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Minimise land loss if possible.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will provide continued protection of local
community assets through private and public maintenance of defences
(including walls and groynes). Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. I.5 :HTL for all
epochs

Beach Huts

Human beings, including Loss of beach huts (currently behind defences) due to rising sea
population and assets
levels and/or erosion. Loss may occur due to failure of defences.

Loss of beach huts would indicate a threat to the coastline. Value Reduce number of social and community assets
Minimise damage to or loss of properties
attached to a beach hut may be disproportionately high.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will provide continued protection of local
community assets through private and public maintenance of defences
(including walls and groynes). Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. I.5 :HTL for all
epochs

Promenade

Human beings, including Loss of feature due to erosion through deterioration of defences.
population and assets

Promenade is regarded as local asset and tourist attraction, and
can also act as flood protection.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure access along coast exists
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will provide continued protection of local
community assets through private and public maintenance of defences
(including walls and groynes). Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. I.5 :HTL for all
epochs

Properties currently protected by defences

Human beings, including Deterioration and failure of defences put properties at risk from
population and assets
flooding or erosion.

Properties form part of local community. Maintaining defences
minimises erosion and natural processes from continuing.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): The policy for the lower frontage of Hamworthy is HTL which
will ensure no additional properties lie within the tidal flood zone in
comparison to the current number. Flood and erosion risk to coastal
communities will not increase as standard of defence will be maintained at
or above current standard. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. I.5 :HTL for all
epochs

Marina

Human beings, including Loss of marina due to coastal squeeze or erosion.
population and assets

Marina considered an asset and is an addition to local economy. Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure marina facilities exist in vicinity
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will provide continued protection of local
community assets through private and public maintenance of defences
(including walls and groynes). Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. I.5 :HTL for all
epochs

Boat yard, boat park and moorings

Human beings, including Loss of facility due to erosion.
population and assets

Boat yard is considered an asset as sailing is very popular.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure a boat park is available if required
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will provide continued protection of local
community assets through private and public maintenance of defences
(including walls and groynes). Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. I.5 :HTL for all
epochs

Royal Marines Amphibious Training Area

Human beings, including Area is unavailable for civilian use.
population and assets

Land is owned by MoD and is unlikely to be made available for
civilian use or redevelopment.

Reduce number of social and community assets
None
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will provide continued protection of local
community assets through private and public maintenance of defences
(including walls and groynes). Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. I.5 :HTL for all
epochs

2 Aircraft wreck sites

Cultural heritage and
assets

Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
recreational resource (diving).

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Avoid disturbance to the natural depositional
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
processes over wreck sites.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy at this location would not lead to current changes
in depositional processes over the wreck site. Therefore neutral impact.

PHB. I.5 :HTL for all
epochs

Car park

Human beings, including Threat of erosion and increased flood risk to car park facilities.
population and assets

Car park allows visitors to enjoy the area.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure a facility for car parking exists.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will provide continued protection of local
community assets through private and public maintenance of defences
(including walls and groynes). Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. I.5 :HTL for all
epochs

Mudflats (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes and does not
allow for landward migration of habitats under rising sea levels (i.e. coastal
squeeze), in response to development and infrastructure. Potential erosion
of tidal mudflats. Therefore moderate to major negative impact.

PHB. I.5 :HTL for all
epochs

Poole Harbour (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes and does not
allow for landward migration of habitats under rising sea levels (i.e. coastal
squeeze), in response to development and infrastructure. Potential erosion
of tidal mudflats. Therefore moderate to major negative impact.

PHB. I.5 :HTL for all
epochs

Poole Harbour (SPA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP would continue to disrupt natural processes and does not
allow for landward migration of habitats under rising sea levels (i.e. coastal
squeeze), in response to development and infrastructure. Potential erosion
of tidal mudflats. Therefore moderate to major negative impact.

PHB. I.5 :HTL for all
epochs

Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck (SMA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA contains habitats and species Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
sensitive to anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (HTL): The habitats and biodiversity interest features at this location
features, in particular Eelgrass and Maerl beds,
would not be affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative
subject to natural change. Prevent adverse impact on implications. Therefore neutral impact.
the habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

PBH.J.1: MR, MR, NAI for Inter-tidal mudflats (BAP Habitat)
all epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Habitat is important for wintering wildfowl and waders.
processes. Loss of habitat due to coastal squeeze.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

PBH.J.1: MR, MR, NAI for Car park
all epochs

Human beings, including Threat of erosion and increased flood risk to car park facilities.
population and assets

No

Car park allows visitors to enjoy the area.

Maintain car park and facility for lorries. Manage flood Policy (HTL): SMP policy will continue to protect the car/lorry park through
Reduce number of social and community assets
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to risk to ensure area is safe.
public maintenance of defences/road walls. Therefore minor positive impact.
coastal cliffs.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (HTL): The habitats and biodiversity interest features at this location
features, in particular Eelgrass and Maerl beds,
would not be affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative
subject to natural change. Prevent adverse impact on implications. Therefore neutral impact.
the habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Erosion and risk of flooding should be managed to
minimise loss of or damage to properties

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure a facility for car parking exists.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (NAI): SMP would allow for natural processes and landward migration
of habitats under rising sea levels and may aid in the creation of more
habitat to aid in UKBAP and local BAP targets. Therefore moderate positive
impact.
Policy (NAI): Under the long-term SMP policy through careful managed
realignment, there potentially should be no loss to local community assets
along this location of the SMP although it is unclear about the level of flood
and erosion protection at this stage of assessment. Therefore
indeterminable impact.
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PBH.J.1: MR, MR, NAI for Sailing school
all epochs

Human beings, including Threat of erosion or flooding to building.
population and assets

Sailing school is a part of the community. Sailing is considered
an important skill.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure premises are available for a sailing school,
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to opportunity to implement flood resilience.
coastal cliffs.

Policy (NAI): Under the long-term SMP policy through careful managed
realignment, there potentially should be no loss to local community assets
along this location of the SMP although it is unclear about the level of flood
and erosion protection at this stage of assessment. Therefore
indeterminable impact.

PBH.J.1: MR, MR, NAI for Boat yard and moorings
all epochs

Human beings, including Loss of facility due to erosion.
population and assets

Boat yard is considered an asset as sailing is very popular.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure premises for a boat yard are available.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (NAI): Under the long-term SMP policy through careful managed
realignment, there potentially should be no loss to local community assets
along this location of the SMP although it is unclear about the level of flood
and erosion protection at this stage of assessment. Therefore
indeterminable impact.

PBH.J.1: MR, MR, NAI for Sandy beach
all epochs

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Loss of very popular beaches at base of cliffs from coastal
squeeze.

Beach provides natural protection against erosion of land, and
also enhances the value of the area. Beach is also a popular
recreational area for local residents

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will provide continued beach development through
natural processes during the first two epochs (MR) and over the long-term
plan of NAI. Therefore minor positive impact.

PBH.J.1: MR, MR, NAI for Wreck site (General Jackson - Thames Barge)
all epochs

Cultural heritage and
assets

No

Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
recreational resource (diving).

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Avoid disturbance to the natural depositional
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
processes over wreck sites.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

PBH.J.1: MR, MR, NAI for Boathouse (Grade II Listed building)
all epochs

Cultural heritage and
assets

Yes

Important to national heritage due to its quality or rarity within the No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Minimise damage or destruction of historic
historic environment resource.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
environment without unduly preventing natural
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy at this location may lead to potential current
changes in processes over the wreck site. Therefore minor negative impact.

PBH.J.1: MR, MR, NAI for Pier remains at Hamworthy
all epochs

Cultural heritage and
assets

No

Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
recreational resource (diving).

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Avoid disturbance to the natural depositional
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
processes over wreck sites.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy at this location may lead to current changes in
depositional processes over the wreck site. Therefore minor negative
impact.

PBH.J.1: MR, MR, NAI for Ham Common (LNR)
all epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats
processes. Reduction in heathland habitat due to erosion.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): During the first two epochs of MR there is potential for loss of
terrestrial habitats such as heathlands. Therefore minor negative impact.

PBH.J.1: MR, MR, NAI for Poole Harbour (SSSI)
all epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP would allow for natural processes and landward migration
of habitats under rising sea levels and may aid in the creation of more tidal
mudflat and saltmarsh habitat. Therefore moderate positive impact.

PBH.J.1: MR, MR, NAI for Caravan site
all epochs

Human beings, including Loss of area due to erosion.
population and assets

Caravan owners, site owners.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure premises available for caravan owners.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (NAI): Under the long-term SMP policy through careful managed
realignment, there potentially should be no loss to local community assets
along this location of the SMP, although it is unclear about the level of flood
and erosion protection at this stage of assessment. Therefore
indeterminable impact.

PBH.J.1: MR, MR, NAI for Dorset Heathlands (Ramsar)
all epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (heath) due to coastal squeeze and inappropriate
coastal management measures.

Important heathland habitats that support internationally
important populations of Dartford Warbler, Nightjar, Woodlark,
and wintering Hen Harrier and Merlin.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): Due to lack of habitat feature at this particular location there
would be no positive or negative implications. Therefore neutral impact.

PBH.J.1: MR, MR, NAI for Poole Harbour (SPA)
all epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP would allow for natural processes and landward migration
of habitats under rising sea levels and may aid in the creation of more tidal
mudflat and saltmarsh habitat. Therefore moderate positive impact.

PBH.J.1: MR, MR, NAI for Dorset Heathlands (SPA)
all epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (heath) due to coastal squeeze and inappropriate
coastal management measures.

Important heathland habitats that support internationally
important populations of Dartford Warbler, Nightjar, Woodlark,
and wintering Hen Harrier and Merlin.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): Due to lack of habitat feature at this particular location there
would be no positive or negative implications. Therefore neutral impact.

PBH.J.1: MR, MR, NAI for Dorset Heaths (SAC)
all epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (saltmarsh) due to coastal squeeze. Impact of
existing and future inappropriate coastal management measures.

The site supports various primary habitats under Annex I of the Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
Habitats Directive including Northern Atlantic wet heaths with
importance where condition is adversely affected by
Erica tetralix, European dry heaths and depressions on peat
inappropriate management of coastal processes.
substrates of the Rhynchosporion, and Annex II primary species
including southern damselfly.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP would allow for natural processes and landward migration
of habitats under rising sea levels and may aid in the creation of more
saltmarsh habitat. Therefore moderate positive impact.

PBH.J.1: MR, MR, NAI for Ham Hill Copse and Cutting (SNCI)
all epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Erosion causing reduction in habitat.

Dry heath and scrub at risk from impacts of coastal squeeze as
pressures to develop the area increase.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (HTL): SMP policy would have no positive or negative implications for
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse the heath habitat at this location as the main restriction is urban
development. Therefore neutral impact.
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
coastal management.

PBH.J.1: MR, MR, NAI for Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck (SMA)
all epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA contains habitats and species Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
sensitive to anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (HTL): The habitats and biodiversity interest features at this location
would not be affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative
features, in particular Eelgrass and Maerl beds,
subject to natural change. Prevent adverse impact on implications. Therefore neutral impact.
the habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Habitat is important for wintering wildfowl and waders.
processes. Loss of habitat due to coastal squeeze.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Minimise loss of land.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy at this location may lead to current changes in
depositional processes over the wreck site. Therefore minor negative
impact.

PBH.J.2: NAI, NAI, MR

Inter-tidal mudflats (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

PBH.J.2: NAI, NAI, MR

Upton

Human beings, including Risk to properties from flooding and loss of land due to rising sea
population and assets
levels and failure of defences.

Upton is a residential community.

PBH.J.2: NAI, NAI, MR

Recreation ground

Human beings, including Loss of amenity due to flooding.
population and assets

Amenity provides recreational space. Opportunity to use area for Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure a suitable recreational area exists.
flood defence.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (MR): SMP policy at this location may lead to increased flooding of
the recreational ground. Therefore minor negative impact.

PBH.J.2: NAI, NAI, MR

A35 Road

Human beings, including Future flooding could affect road infrastructure.
population and assets

Road is vital part of Poole's infrastructure.

Policy (MR): Under the long-term SMP policy through careful managed
realignment, there potentially should be no loss to local assets such as the
A35 along this location of the SMP, although it is unclear about the level of
flood and erosion protection at this stage of assessment. Therefore
indeterminable impact.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Minimise loss or damage to properties.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure effective transport links to Poole
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (MR): SMP would allow for natural processes and landward migration
of habitats under rising seal levels through the first two epochs of NAI and
long term set back of defences. This may create more habitat to aid in
UKBAP and local BAP targets. Therefore moderate positive impact.
Policy (MR): Under the long-term SMP policy through careful managed
realignment , there potentially should be no loss to local property at Upton
along this location of the SMP, although it is unclear about the level of flood
and erosion protection at this stage of assessment. Therefore
indeterminable impact.

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ

Holton Point to Hyde’s Quay
(PHB5) - PDZ3

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report

Why the Feature is Important?

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets

Theme Review Objectives / Targets

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)

PBH.J.2: NAI, NAI, MR

Water Treatment Works / Sewage Pumping Station

Human beings, including Damage or loss due to flooding or failure of defences.
population and assets

PBH.J.2: NAI, NAI, MR

Railway

Human beings, including Loss or damage through erosion or flooding.
population and assets

PBH.J.2: NAI, NAI, MR

Turnpike boundary markerf (Grade II Listed structure)

Cultural heritage and
assets

Yes

Provides evidence of historic or pre-historic human activity within No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Minimise damage or destruction of historic
the area.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
environment without unduly preventing natural
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (MR): Under the long-term SMP policy through careful managed
realignment , there potentially should be no loss to local heritage sites along
this location of the SMP, although it is unclear about the level of flood and
erosion protection at this stage of assessment. Therefore indeterminable
impact.

PBH.J.2: NAI, NAI, MR

North Holton Farmhouse (Grade II Listed Building)

Cultural heritage and
assets

Yes

Important to national heritage due to its quality or rarity within the No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Minimise damage or destruction of historic
historic environment resource.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
environment without unduly preventing natural
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (MR): Under the long-term SMP policy through careful managed
realignment , there potentially should be no loss to local heritage sites along
this location of the SMP, although it is unclear about the level of flood and
erosion protection at this stage of assessment. Therefore indeterminable
impact.

PBH.J.2: NAI, NAI, MR

Poole Harbour (SPA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): SMP would allow for natural processes and landward migration
of habitats under rising sea levels and may aid in the creation of more
saltmarsh or reedbed habitat, however loss of terrestrial habitat may also
occur. Therefore mixed impact.

PBH.J.2: NAI, NAI, MR

Dorset Heathlands (SPA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (heath) due to coastal squeeze and inappropriate
coastal management measures.

Important heathland habitats that support internationally
important populations of Dartford Warbler, Nightjar, Woodlark,
and wintering Hen Harrier and Merlin.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): SMP would allow for natural processes and landward migration
of habitats under rising sea levels and may aid in the creation of more
saltmarsh or reedbed habitat, however loss of terrestrial habitat may also
occur. Therefore mixed impact.

PBH.J.2: NAI, NAI, MR

Dorset Heathlands (Ramsar)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (heath) due to coastal squeeze and inappropriate
coastal management measures.

Important heathland habitats that support internationally
important populations of Dartford Warbler, Nightjar, Woodlark,
and wintering Hen Harrier and Merlin.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): SMP would allow for natural processes and landward migration
of habitats under rising sea levels and may aid in the creation of more
saltmarsh or reedbed habitat, however loss of terrestrial habitat may also
occur. Therefore mixed impact.

PBH.J.2: NAI, NAI, MR

Coastal & Floodplain Grazing Marsh, Fens, Lowland
Heathland, Wet Woodland, Reedbeds (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): SMP would allow for natural processes and landward migration
of habitats under rising sea levels and may aid in the creation of more
habitat such as tidal mudflats to aid in UKBAP and local BAP targets.
Therefore moderate positive impact.

PBH.J.2: NAI, NAI, MR

Poole Harbour (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): SMP would allow for natural processes and landward migration
of habitats under rising sea levels and may aid in the creation of more
saltmarsh or reedbed habitat, however loss of terrestrial habitat may also
occur. Therefore mixed impact.

PBH.J.2: NAI, NAI, MR

Designated AONB (Dorset)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

No

Nationally important landscape character and landscape features No decrease in the quality of the landscape character Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
attributed to natural coastal processes or the
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
management thereof.
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

Policy (MR): SMP policy will ensure landscape quality and character are
maintained through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive
impact.

PBH.J.2: NAI, NAI, MR

Dorset Heaths (SAC)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (saltmarsh) due to coastal squeeze. Impact of
existing and future inappropriate coastal management measures.

The site supports various primary habitats under Annex I of the Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
Habitats Directive including Northern Atlantic wet heaths with
importance where condition is adversely affected by
Erica tetralix, European dry heaths and depressions on peat
inappropriate management of coastal processes.
substrates of the Rhynchosporion, and Annex II primary species
including southern damselfly.

Policy (MR): SMP would allow for natural processes and landward migration
of habitats under rising sea levels and may aid in the creation of more
saltmarsh habitat. Therefore moderate positive impact.

PBH.J.2: NAI, NAI, MR

Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck (SMA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA contains habitats and species Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
sensitive to anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (HTL): The habitats and biodiversity interest features at this location
features, in particular Eelgrass and Maerl beds,
would not be affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative
subject to natural change. Prevent adverse impact on implications. Therefore neutral impact.
the habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

PHB.J5: NAI for all
epochs
PHB.J4: MR for all
epochs
PHB.J3: HTL for all
epochs

Inter-tidal mudflats, Coastal & Floodplain Grazing Marsh,
Fens, Lowland Meadows/Heathlands, Grassland,
Reedbeds and Wet Woodland (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Locally important nature conservation interest. Habitat is
processes. Loss of habitat due to coastal squeeze.
important for wintering wildfowl and waders.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Collective, the policy of selectively holding the line (HTL) whilst establishing
suitable retreat sites and setback of defences (NAI and MR) along the unit of
PHB 5 envisages creation of new intertidal habitat, however there is also
potential for loss of terrestrial habitat including grazing marsh. Therefore
mixed impact (Refer to HRA).

PHB.J3 (HTL for all
epochs)

Keysworth Farm

Human beings, including Increased flood risk to property due to failure of defences.
population and assets

Property or people at risk from increased flood risk.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Erosion and risk of flooding should be managed to
minimise loss of or damage to properties.

Policy (HTL): The overall policy for the frontage of Keysworthy is HTL which
will ensure no additional properties lie within the tidal flood zone in
comparison to the current number. Flood and erosion risk to coastal
communities will not increase as standard of defence will be maintained at
or above current standard. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB.J5: NAI for all
epochs
PHB.J4: MR for all
epochs

Properties at Swinheam Farm, Wareham and Ridge
currently protected by defences

Human beings, including Future deterioration of defences increases flood risk.
population and assets

Future predicted sea level rise lowers standard of protection of
defences increasing flood risk and damage to properties.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Minimise loss or damage to properties.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (MR and NAI): Under the long-term SMP policy through careful
natural managed there potentially should be no loss to local properties along
the unit of PHB 5, although it is unclear about the level of flood and erosion
protection at this stage of assessment. Therefore indeterminable impact.

PHB.J3 (HTL for all
epochs)

Railway and station

Human beings, including Damage or loss of railway due to flooding or erosion.
population and assets

Railway forms an important link between Poole and Wareham.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure good transport links.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will provide continued protection of local
community assets including the railway. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB.J3 (HTL for all
epochs)

Industrial Estate at Holton Health

Human beings, including Threat of damage to industrial estate infrastructure from future
population and assets
flooding.

Industrial estate provides employment and business premises.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Minimise loss of or damage to properties.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): The overall policy for the frontage of Holton is HTL which will
ensure no industrial estate at Holton Health lie within the tidal flood zone in
comparison to the current number. Flood and erosion risk to coastal
communities will not increase as standard of defence will be maintained at
or above current standard. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB.J5: NAI for all
epochs
PHB.J4: MR for all
epochs
PHB.J3: HTL for all
epochs

13 Grade II Listed buildings

Cultural heritage and
assets

Important to national heritage due to its quality or rarity within the No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Minimise damage or destruction of historic
historic environment resource.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
environment without unduly preventing natural
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Yes

Pollution risk or loss of water treatment facility.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure flooding does not affect water treatment in the Policy (MR): Under the long-term SMP policy through careful managed
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to vicinity
realignment , there potentially should be no loss to local assets along this
coastal cliffs.
location of the SMP, although it is unclear about the level of flood and
erosion protection at this stage of assessment. Therefore indeterminable
impact.
Railway infrastructure link important between Poole & Wareham Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure railway links exist between Poole and
Policy (MR): Under the long-term SMP policy through careful managed
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to Wareham
realignment , there potentially should be no loss to local assets such as the
coastal cliffs.
railway along this location of the SMP, although it is unclear about the level
of flood and erosion protection at this stage of assessment. Therefore
indeterminable impact.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Collectively it is unclear at this stage the impact of the policy plans for unit
PHB 5 on the heritage sites. Therefore indeterminable impact.

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report

Why the Feature is Important?
Important heathland habitats that support internationally
important populations of Dartford Warbler, Nightjar, Woodlark,
and wintering Hen Harrier and Merlin.

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets

Theme Review Objectives / Targets

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)

PHB.J5: NAI for all
epochs
PHB.J4: MR for all
epochs
PHB.J3: HTL for all
epochs

Dorset Heathlands (Ramsar)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (heath) due to coastal squeeze and inappropriate
coastal management measures.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Collective, the policy of selectively holding the line (HTL) whilst establishing
suitable retreat sites and setback of defences (NAI and MR) along the unit of
PHB 5 envisages creation of new intertidal habitat, however there is also
potential for loss of terrestrial habitat including grazing marsh. Therefore
mixed impact (Refer to HRA).

PHB5A (NAI for all
epochs)
PHB5B (MR for all
epochs)

Wareham Meadows (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat freshwater habitats due to coastal squeeze and sea Site supports river valley and meadows and associated flora and Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
level rise. Inappropriate coastal management measures.
fauna, as well as some relic heath.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Collective, the policy of selectively holding the line (HTL) whilst establishing
suitable retreat sites and setback of defences (NAI and MR) along the unit of
PHB 5 envisages creation of new intertidal habitat, however there is also
potential for loss of terrestrial habitat including grazing marsh and meadows.
Therefore mixed impact (Refer to HRA).

PHB.J5: NAI for all
epochs
PHB.J4: MR for all
epochs
PHB.J3: HTL for all
epochs

Poole Harbour (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Collective, the policy of selectively holding the line (HTL) whilst establishing
suitable retreat sites and setback of defences (NAI and MR) along the unit of
PHB 5 envisages creation of new intertidal habitat, however there is also
potential for loss of terrestrial habitat including grazing marsh. Therefore
mixed impact (Refer to HRA).

PHB.J5: NAI for all
epochs
PHB.J4: MR for all
epochs

Holton and Sandford Heaths (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Continuation of natural processes on the site important to the
processes. Erosion causing reduction in habitat.
maintenance of the heathland and associated features.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Collective, the policy of selectively holding the line (HTL) whilst establishing
suitable retreat sites and setback of defences (NAI and MR) along the unit of
PHB 5 envisages creation of new intertidal habitat, however there is also
potential for loss of terrestrial habitat including grazing marsh and meadows.
Therefore mixed impact (Refer to HRA).

PHBH.J4: MR for all
epochs

The Moors (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Heathland and acid grassland with wet heathland and bog, as
processes. Loss of or deterioration to bog and fen features due to well as fen communities, supporting invertebrates and birds.
flooding .

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): Whilst establishing suitable retreat sites and setback of
defences envisages creation of new intertidal habitat, however there is also
potential for loss of terrestrial habitat including grassland. Therefore mixed
impact (Refer to HRA).

PHB5

Morden Bog & Hyde Heath (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The site supports valley mire, bog pools, carr and swamp, fen
processes. Loss of or deterioration to mire and heathland features meadow, wet heath, dry heath, supporting flora, invertebrates,
due to erosion or flooding .
and rare heathland reptile and bird species.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR/NAI): Whilst establishing suitable retreat sites and setback of
defences envisages creation of new intertidal habitat, however there is also
potential for loss of terrestrial habitat including grassland and heathland.
Therefore mixed impact (Refert to HRA).

PHB5

Povington & Grange Heaths (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Heathland with bordering grasslands and woodland, supporting
processes. Loss of or deterioration to heathland due to flooding .
dry heath, wet heath, and their flora and fauna communities.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR/NAI): Whilst establishing suitable retreat sites and setback of
defences envisages creation of new intertidal habitat, however there is also
potential for loss of terrestrial habitat including grassland and heathland.
Therefore mixed impact (Refer to HRA).

PHB.J4: MR for all
epochs

River Frome (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Transitional chalk river that descends to a lowland chalk stream, Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
and supporting aquatic flora and fauna.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): Setback of defences may allow for creation of new or
compensatory fluvial/inter-tidal habitat. Therefore moderate positive impact.

PHB.J4: MR for all
epochs

Wareham Common (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Grazing meadows that are important for bird species.
processes. Loss of or deterioration to grazing meadow features
due to sea level rise and flooding .

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): Whilst establishing suitable retreat sites and setback of
defences envisages creation of new intertidal habitat, however there is also
potential for loss of terrestrial habitat. Therefore mixed impact (Refer to
HRA).

PHB.J4: MR for all
epochs

Stoborough & Creech Heaths (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Site supports the full range of lowland heathland habitats from
processes. Loss of or deterioration to mire and heathland features valley bog, carr, wet heath and dry heath, and a range of scarce
due to flooding .
and rare flora and fauna.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (MR): Whilst establishing suitable retreat sites and setback of
defences envisages creation of new intertidal habitat, however there is also
potential for loss of terrestrial habitat. Therefore mixed impact (Refer to
HRA).

PHB.J5: NAI for all
epochs
PHB.J4: MR for all
epochs
PHB.J3: HTL for all
epochs

Designated AONB (Dorset)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

No

Nationally important landscape character and landscape features No decrease in the quality of the landscape character Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
attributed to natural coastal processes or the
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
management thereof.
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

Collective, the policy plans of PHB 5 will ensure landscape quality and
character are maintained through promoting natural processes. Therefore
minor positive impact.

PHB.J5: NAI for all
epochs
PHB.J4: MR for all
epochs
PHB.J3: HTL for all
epochs

Dorset Heaths (SAC)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (saltmarsh) due to coastal squeeze. Impact of
existing and future inappropriate coastal management measures.

The site supports various primary habitats under Annex I of the Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
Habitats Directive including Northern Atlantic wet heaths with
importance where condition is adversely affected by
Erica tetralix, European dry heaths and depressions on peat
inappropriate management of coastal processes.
substrates of the Rhynchosporion, and Annex II primary species
including southern damselfly.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Collective, the policy of selectively holding the line (HTL) whilst establishing
suitable retreat sites (NAI and MR) along the unit of PHB 5 envisages
creation of new intertidal habitat, however there is also potential for loss of
terrestrial habitat including grazing marsh. Therefore mixed impact (Refer to
HRA).

PHB.J5: NAI for all
epochs

Dorset Heaths (Purbeck & Wareham) & Studland Dunes
(SAC)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (dune) due to coastal squeeze. Impact of existing
and future inappropriate coastal management measures.

The site supports various primary habitats under Annex I of the
Habitats Directive including dunes, Oligotrophic waters, Atlantic
wet heaths with Erica ciliaris and Erica tetralix, European dry
heaths, Depressions on peat substrates of the Rhynchosporion
and Bog woodland, and Annex II primary species including
southern damselfly.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Collective, the policy of selectively holding the line (HTL) whilst establishing
suitable retreat sites (NAI and MR) along the unit of PHB 5 envisages
creation of new intertidal habitat, however there is also potential for loss of
terrestrial habitat including grazing marsh. Therefore mixed impact.

PHB.J3 (HTL for all
epochs)

Royal Naval Cordite factory at Holton Heath (SM)

Cultural heritage and
assets

Damage or destruction to Scheduled Monument due to erosion or
flooding.

Scheduled Monument is part of the areas heritage.

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Minimise damage or destruction of historic
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
environment without unduly preventing natural
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will provide continued protection of local heritage
site. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB.J3 (HTL for all
epochs)

Light anti-aircraft battery on Holton Heath (SM)

Cultural heritage and
assets

Damage or destruction to Scheduled Monument due to erosion or
flooding.

Scheduled Monument is part of the areas heritage.

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Minimise damage or destruction of historic
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
environment without unduly preventing natural
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy will provide continued protection of local heritage
site. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB.J3 (HTL for all
epochs)

Arne Reedbeds (NNR)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (reedbed) due to coastal squeeze. Impact of
existing and future inappropriate coastal management measures.

Area of reedbed supporting various aquatic flora and fauna as
well as birds.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy may allow for creation of new or compensatory
inter-tidal habitat including reedbeds. Therefore moderate positive impact.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report

Why the Feature is Important?

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)

PHB.J3 (HTL for all
epochs)

Holton Heath (NNR)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Continuation of natural processes on the site important to the
processes.
maintenance of the heathland and associated features.

PHB.J5: NAI for all
epochs
PHB.J4: MR for all
epochs
PHB.J3: HTL for all
epochs

Heritage Coast

Cultural heritage and
assets

No

PHB.J5: NAI for all
epochs
PHB.J4: MR for all
epochs
PHB.J3: HTL for all
epochs

Poole Harbour (SPA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

PHB.J5: NAI for all
epochs
PHB.J4: MR for all
epochs
PHB.J3: HTL for all
epochs

Dorset Heathlands (SPA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (heath) due to coastal squeeze and inappropriate
coastal management measures.

PHB.J5: NAI for all
epochs
PHB.J4: MR for all
epochs
PHB.J3: HTL for all
epochs

Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck (SMA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA contains habitats and species Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
sensitive to anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Policy (HTL): The habitats and biodiversity interest features at this location
Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
features, in particular Eelgrass and Maerl beds,
would not be affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative
subject to natural change. Prevent adverse impact on implications. Therefore neutral impact.
the habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Inter-tidal mudflats, Coastal & Floodplain Grazing Marsh,
Dunes, Fens, Meadows, Heathland, Grassland, Martime
Cliff, Mudflats, Reedbeds (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Locally important nature conservation interest. Habitat is also
Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes. Loss of habitat due to coastal squeeze.
important for the species it supports such as inverts, as a nursery importance where condition is adversely affected by
for fish, and supporting wintering wildfowl and waders.
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): Under this policy, habitats will be allowed to move landward
under rising sea levels thus maintaining BAP habitat quality and quantity.
Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. K.1: NAI for all
epochs

Bowl Barrow on Arne Hill (SM)

Cultural heritage and
assets

Not thought to be at risk from erosion or flooding.

Feature to high and too far inland to be thought at risk.

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would not lead to loss of heritage site due to
proximity. Therefore neutral impact.

PHB. K.1: NAI for all
epochs

Heavy anti-aircraft battery on Arne Hill (SM)

Cultural heritage and
assets

Not thought to be at risk from erosion or flooding.

Feature to high and too far inland to be thought at risk.

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would not lead to loss of heritage site due to
proximity. Therefore neutral impact.

PHB. K.1: NAI for all
epochs

3 Wreck sites

Cultural heritage and
assets

No

Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
recreational resource (diving).

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Avoid disturbance to the natural depositional
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
processes over wreck sites.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

PHB. K.1: NAI for all
epochs

5 Pier/Quay wreck sites

Human beings, including No
population and assets

Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
recreational resource (diving).

Avoid disturbance to the natural depositional
processes over wreck sites.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy at this location would not lead to current changes in
depositional processes over the wreck site. Therefore neutral impact.

PHB. K.1: NAI for all
epochs

Wytch Farm Cottage (Grade II Listed building)

Cultural heritage and
assets

Yes

Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would not lead to loss of heritage site due to
proximity. Therefore neutral impact.

PHB. K.1: NAI for all
epochs

Poole Harbour (SPA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): Under this policy, habitats will be allowed to move landward or
naturally adapt to rising sea levels thus maintaining site interest features in
favourable condition. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. K.1: NAI for all
epochs

Dorset Heathlands (SPA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (heath) due to coastal squeeze and inappropriate
coastal management measures.

Important heathland habitats that support internationally
important populations of Dartford Warbler, Nightjar, Woodlark,
and wintering Hen Harrier and Merlin.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): Under this policy, habitats will be allowed to move landward or
naturally adapt to rising sea levels thus maintaining site interest features in
favourable condition. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. K.1: NAI for all
epochs

Poole Harbourmouth

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Siltation limiting marine access.

Access to Harbour essential for cargo, passenger, MOD and
pleasure craft.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Ensure Harbour is accessible for size of craft
requiring use of Harbour.

Policy (NAI): Potential long-term increase in deposited cliff sediments into
Poole Harbour and increased maintenance cost (e.g. dredging) to ensure
harbour accessibility. Therefore minor negative impact.

PHB. K.1: NAI for all
epochs

Designated AONB (Dorset)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

No

Nationally important landscape character and landscape features No decrease in the quality of the landscape character Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
attributed to natural coastal processes or the
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
management thereof.
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure landscape quality and character are
maintained through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive
impact.

PHB. K.1: NAI for all
epochs

Heritage Coast

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

No

Nationally important landscape character and landscape features Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure landscape quality and character are
maintained through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive
impact.

PHB. K.1: NAI for all
epochs

Dorset Heaths (Purbeck & Wareham) & Studland Dunes
(SAC)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (dune) due to coastal squeeze. Impact of existing
and future inappropriate coastal management measures.

The site supports various primary habitats under Annex I of the
Habitats Directive including dunes, Oligotrophic waters, Atlantic
wet heaths with Erica ciliaris and Erica tetralix, European dry
heaths, Depressions on peat substrates of the Rhynchosporion
and Bog woodland, and Annex II primary species including
southern damselfly.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): Under this policy, habitats will be allowed to move landward or
naturally adapt to rising sea levels thus maintaining site interest features in
favourable condition. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. K.1: NAI for all
epochs

Dorset Heathlands (Ramsar)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (heath) due to coastal squeeze and inappropriate
coastal management measures.

Important heathland habitats that support internationally
important populations of Dartford Warbler, Nightjar, Woodlark,
and wintering Hen Harrier and Merlin.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): Under this policy, habitats will be allowed to move landward or
naturally adapt to rising sea levels thus maintaining site interest features in
favourable condition. Therefore minor positive impact.

Hyde’s Quay to South Haven Point PHB. K.1: NAI for all
epochs
(PHB4) - PDZ3

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Theme Review Objectives / Targets
Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): The sites interest features would be affected by coastal
squeeze under this SMP policy which is to overall HTL along the water
frontage, although the impact may be relatively minor along this policy unit,
thus minor negative.

Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

Collective, the policy plans of PHB 5 will ensure landscape quality and
character are maintained through promoting natural processes. Therefore
minor positive impact.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Collective, the policy of selectively holding the line (HTL) whilst establishing
suitable retreat sites (NAI and MR) along the unit of PHB 5 envisages
creation of new intertidal habitat, however there is also potential for loss of
terrestrial habitat including grazing marsh. Therefore mixed impact (Refer to
HRA).

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Collective, the policy of selectively holding the line (HTL) whilst establishing
suitable retreat sites (NAI and MR) along the unit of PHB 5 envisages
creation of new intertidal habitat, however there is also potential for loss of
terrestrial habitat including grazing marsh. Therefore mixed impact (Refer to
HRA).

Nationally important landscape character and landscape features No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Important heathland habitats that support internationally
important populations of Dartford Warbler, Nightjar, Woodlark,
and wintering Hen Harrier and Merlin.

Reduce number of social and community assets
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.
Important to national heritage due to its quality or rarity within the No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within
historic environment resource.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy at this location would not lead to current changes in
depositional processes over the wreck site. Therefore neutral impact.

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ

Shell Bay (STU 4) - PDZ3

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report

Why the Feature is Important?

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets

Theme Review Objectives / Targets

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)

PHB. K.1: NAI for all
epochs

Poole Harbour (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Coastal habitats important for breeding gulls and terns and
processes. Loss of habitats (mudflats and saltmarsh) due to
wintering waterfowl and waders.
coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): Under this policy, habitats will be allowed to move landward or
naturally adapt to rising sea levels thus maintaining site interest features in
favourable condition. Therefore minor positive impact.

PHB. K.1: NAI for all
epochs

Holton and Sandford Heaths (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Continuation of natural processes on the site important to the
processes. Erosion causing reduction in habitat.
maintenance of the heathland and associated features.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): Under this policy, habitats will be allowed to move landward or
naturally adapt to rising sea levels thus maintaining site interest features in
favourable condition, although potential for erosion of heathlands (if being
affected by development). Therefore mixed impact.

PHB. K.1: NAI for all
epochs

Rempstone Heaths (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Heathland and bog, with flush habitats and associated species.
processes. Erosion causing reduction in habitat.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Policy (NAI): Under this policy, habitats will be allowed to move landward or
naturally adapt to rising sea levels thus maintaining site interest features in
favourable condition, although potential for erosion of heathlands (if being
affected by development). Therefore mixed impact.

PHB. K.1: NAI for all
epochs

Arne (SSSI)

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Geological exposures affected by alteration to natural processes, Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes. Erosion causing reduction in habitat.
but erosion could result in loss of heathland and wet woodland
importance where condition is adversely affected by
and other associated habitats and species.
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

PHB. K.1: NAI for all
epochs

Arne (GCR)

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

No

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Restore/maintain action of natural processes that
have led to existing geological interest. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to cliff
stabilisation and inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will promote natural processes and prevent
adverse impacts to existing geological interests. Therefore minor positive
impact.

PHB. K.1: NAI for all
epochs

Corfe Meadows (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Hay meadows with trees and shrubs, and a small relict bog.
processes. Loss of or deterioration to meadow features due to
erosion or flooding.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): Under this policy, habitats will be allowed to move landward or
naturally adapt to rising sea levels thus maintaining site interest features in
favourable condition, although potential for erosion of heathlands (if being
affected by development). Therefore mixed impact.

PHB. K.1: NAI for all
epochs

Hartland Moor (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Extensive lowland heathland with valley mire, wet heath, and dry Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes. Loss of or deterioration to mire and heathland features heath, supporting flora, invertebrates, reptiles, and bird species. importance where condition is adversely affected by
due to erosion or flooding .
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): Under this policy, habitats will be allowed to move landward or
naturally adapt to rising sea levels thus maintaining site interest features in
favourable condition, although potential for erosion of heathlands (if being
affected by development). Therefore mixed impact.

PHB. K.1: NAI for all
epochs

Studland and Godlingston Heath (NNR)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The NNR provides links between geomorphological process and Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes. Loss of dune habitat due to coastal squeeze.
ecological succession due to a range of habitats and transitions importance where condition is adversely affected by
including a fine expanse of dunes, heathland which support
inappropriate management of coastal processes.
many rare animals.

Policy (NAI): Under this policy, habitats will be allowed to move landward or
naturally adapt to rising sea levels thus maintaining site interest features in
favourable condition, although potential for erosion of heathlands (if being
affected by development). Therefore mixed impact.

PHB. K.1: NAI for all
epochs

Greenland (SNCI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Supports semi-improved field supporting mesotrophic & acid
processes. Erosion causing reduction in habitat.
grassland, and heathland.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse
interest
features
to
Maintain impact
the siteon
interest
features
in due
favourable

PHB. K.1: NAI for all
epochs

Fitzworth Peninsula (SNCI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Supports semi-improved acid grassland and some saltmarsh.
processes. Erosion causing reduction in habitat. Loss of saltmarsh
habitat due to coastal squeeze.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

PHB. K.1: NAI for all
epochs

Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA contains habitats and species Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
sensitive to anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (NAI): The natural condition of the site and its features would not be
features, in particular Eelgrass and Maerl beds,
affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative implications. Therefore
subject to natural change. Prevent adverse impact on neutral impact.
the habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

PHB. K.1: NAI for all
epochs

Reedbed (BAP habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Reedbeds form part of the RPSB nature reserve.
processes. Loss of habitat due to coastal squeeze.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

PBY/STU. H.5a: HTL for
all epochs

Slipway for car ferry service

Human beings, including Loss or damage to slipway due to erosion.
population and assets

Erosion could break an important link between Poole & Studland. Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure a road link between Poole and Studland is
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to available.
coastal cliffs.

PBY/STU. H.5a: HTL for
all epochs

Car ferry office

Human beings, including Loss or damage to office from erosion and/or flooding.
population and assets

Threat to property from erosion, threat to people and property
from flooding.

PBY/STU. H.5a: HTL for
all epochs

Car park

Human beings, including Loss of facilities due to erosion.
population and assets

Allows locals and tourists to visit Studland.

PBY/STU. H.5a: HTL for
all epochs

Training Bank

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Interrupts an element of sediment transport to Poole Bay.

Training Bank is a control of sediment in the area. Any changes
of size and location need to be monitored for shipping uses.

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Loss of tourist attraction and local amenity from coastal squeeze.

Beach provides protection against erosion of land, and also
enhances the value of the area. Beach is a popular recreational
area

PBY/STU. H5: NAI for all Sandy beach
epochs

Geological interests of national importance.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Reduce number of social and community assets
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.
Reduce number of social and community assets
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.
Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.
Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.
Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): Under this policy, geological exposure would be allowed to
naturally occur, although potential for erosion of heathlands. Therefore
mixed impact.

Policy (NAI): Under this policy, habitats will be allowed to move landward or
naturally adapt to rising sea levels thus maintaining site interest features in
favourable condition, although potential for erosion of heathlands (if being
affected by development). Therefore mixed impact.

Policy (NAI): Under this policy, habitats will be allowed to move landward or
naturally adapt to rising sea levels thus maintaining site interest features in
favourable condition, although potential for erosion of heathlands (if being
affected by development). Therefore mixed impact.

Policy (NAI): Under this policy, reedbed habitats will be allowed to move
landward under rising sea levels thus maintaining BAP habitat quality and
quantity. Therefore minor positive impact.
Policy (HTL): SMP policy would continue to provide the same level of
protection to the slipway for car ferry service. Therefore minor positive
impact.

Ensure car ferry company has an office from which to Policy (HTL): SMP policy would continue to provide the same level of
operate.
protection to the car ferry office. Therefore minor positive impact.
Maintain a facility for car parking, while minimising
impact of pollution from run-off.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would continue to provide the same level of
protection to the car park. Therefore minor positive impact.

Monitor bank for any changes.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would continue to provide the same level of
protection to the training bank.Therefore minor positive impact.

Natural processes should be allowed to continue.

Policy (NAI): Under this SMP policy the long-term impact upon the recharge
process essential for the maintenance of the beach is unknown. Therefore
indeterminable impact, although potentially there could be no change under
this policy.

PBY/STU. H5 or H.5a:
Either NAI or HTL for all
epochs

Dorset Heathlands (SPA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (heath) due to coastal squeeze and inappropriate
coastal management measures.

Important heathland habitats that support internationally
important populations of Dartford Warbler, Nightjar, Woodlark,
and wintering Hen Harrier and Merlin.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI or HTL): SMP policy if appropriately designed works and dune
and heathland management can be implemented in a manner consistent
with the SEA objectives for flora and fauna, will ensure the site interest
features are maintained in favourable condition through promoting natural
processes. Therefore minor positive impact.

PBY/STU. H5 or H.5a:
Either NAI or HTL for all
epochs

Dorset Heathlands (Ramsar)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (heath) due to coastal squeeze and inappropriate
coastal management measures.

Important heathland habitats that support internationally
important populations of Dartford Warbler, Nightjar, Woodlark,
and wintering Hen Harrier and Merlin.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI or HTL): SMP policy if appropriately designed works and dune
and heathland management can be implemented in a manner consistent
with the SEA objectives for flora and fauna, will ensure the site interest
features are maintained in favourable condition through promoting natural
processes. Therefore minor positive impact.

PBY/STU. H5 or H.5a:
Either NAI or HTL for all
epochs

Dorset Heaths (Purbeck & Wareham) & Studland Dunes
(SAC)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (dune) due to coastal squeeze. Impact of existing
and future inappropriate coastal management measures.

The site supports various primary habitats under Annex I of the
Habitats Directive including dunes, Oligotrophic waters, Atlantic
wet heaths with Erica ciliaris and Erica tetralix, European dry
heaths, Depressions on peat substrates of the Rhynchosporion
and Bog woodland, and Annex II primary species including
southern damselfly.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI or HTL): SMP policy if appropriately designed works and dune
and heathland management can be implemented in a manner consistent
with the SEA objectives for flora and fauna, will ensure the site interest
features are maintained in favourable condition through promoting natural
processes. Therefore minor positive impact.

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ

Studland Sandspit (STU 3) - PDZ3

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report

Why the Feature is Important?

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets

Theme Review Objectives / Targets

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)

PBY/STU. H5 or H.5a:
Either NAI or HTL for all
epochs

Fens, Dunes, Heathland and Reedbeds (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI or HTL): SMP policy if appropriately designed works and dune
and heathland management can be implemented in a manner consistent
with the SEA objectives for flora and fauna, will ensure the habitat quality
and quality is maintained in favourable condition through promoting natural
processes. Therefore minor positive impact.

PBY/STU. H5 or H.5a:
Either NAI or HTL for all
epochs

South Haven Peninsular (GCR)

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

No

Geological interests of national importance.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Restore/maintain action of natural processes that
have led to existing geological interest. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to cliff
stabilisation and inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI or HTL): It is unclear if appropriately designed works and dune
and heathland management will also benefit natural processes associated
with the geological interests at this particular location. Therefore mixed
impact.

PBY/STU. H5 or H.5a:
Either NAI or HTL for all
epochs

Studland & Godlingston Heaths (SSSI)

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The site provides direct links between geomorphological process
processes. Loss of dune habitat due to coastal squeeze.
and ecological succession due to a range of habitats and
transitions including a fine expanse of dunes, heathland which
support many rare animals (e.g. Sand Lizard Lacerta agilis and
Smooth Snake Coronella austriaca).

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Restore/maintain action of natural processes that
have led to existing geological interest. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to cliff
stabilisation and inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI or HTL): It is unclear if appropriately designed works and dune
and heathland management will also benefit natural processes associated
with the geological interests at this particular location. Therefore mixed
impact.

PBY/STU. H5 or H.5a:
Either NAI or HTL for all
epochs
PBY/STU. H5 or H.5a:
Either NAI or HTL for all
epochs

Recreational Area

Human beings, including Loss of amenity due to erosion.
population and assets

Ensure provision of recreational facility.

Policy (NAI or HTL): SMP policy would continue to provide the same level of
protection to the recreational ground . Therefore minor positive impact.

Studland and Godlingston Heath (NNR)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI or HTL): SMP policy if appropriately designed works and dune
and heathland management can be implemented in a manner consistent
with the SEA objectives for flora and fauna, will ensure the site interest
features are maintained in favourable condition through promoting natural
processes. Therefore minor positive impact.

PBY/STU. H5 or H.5a:
Either NAI or HTL for all
epochs

Designated AONB (Dorset)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

PBY/STU. H5 or H.5a:
Either NAI or HTL for all
epochs

South West Coast path

Human beings, including Loss of Right of Way from cliff erosion.
population and assets

PBY/STU. H5 or H.5a:
Either NAI or HTL for all
epochs

Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck (SMA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA contains habitats and species Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
sensitive to anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (NAI): The natural condition of the site and its features would not be
features, in particular Eelgrass and Maerl beds,
affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative implications. Therefore
subject to natural change. Prevent adverse impact on neutral impact.
the habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

PBY/STU. H5 or H.5a:
Either NAI or HTL for all
epochs

Heritage Coast

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

No

Nationally important landscape character and landscape features Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy if appropriately designed works can be
implemented in a manner consistent with the SEA objectives for flora and
fauna, will ensure landscape character and features are maintained through
promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive impact.

PBY/STU. H.5: NAI for all Dune ridges
epochs

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

The dune ridges of Studland Bay are generally associated with
Studland & Godlingston Heaths (SSSI) (see Below).

The dunes provide direct links between geomorphological
process and ecological succession due to a range of habitats and
transitions including a fine expanse of dunes and heathland
which support many rare animals (e.g. Sand Lizard and Smooth
Snake).

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy if appropriately designed works and dune
management can be implemented in a manner consistent with the SEA
objectives for flora and fauna, will ensure the site interest features are
maintained in favourable condition are through promoting natural processes.
Therefore minor positive impact.

PBY/STU. H.5: NAI for all Dorset Heaths (Purbeck & Wareham) & Studland Dunes
(SAC)
epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (dune) due to coastal squeeze. Impact of existing
and future inappropriate coastal management measures.

The site supports various primary habitats under Annex I of the
Habitats Directive including dunes, Oligotrophic waters, Atlantic
wet heaths with Erica ciliaris and Erica tetralix, European dry
heaths, Depressions on peat substrates of the Rhynchosporion
and Bog woodland, and Annex II primary species including
southern damselfly.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy if appropriately designed works can be
implemented in a manner consistent with the SEA objectives for flora and
fauna, will ensure the site interest features are maintained in favourable
condition through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive
impact.

PBY/STU. H.5: NAI for all Dorset Heathlands (SPA)
epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (heath) due to coastal squeeze and inappropriate
coastal management measures.

Important heathland habitats that support internationally
important populations of Dartford Warbler, Nightjar, Woodlark,
and wintering Hen Harrier and Merlin.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy if appropriately designed works can be
implemented in a manner consistent with the SEA objectives for flora and
fauna, will ensure the site interest features are maintained in favourable
condition through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive
impact.

PBY/STU. H.5: NAI for all Dorset Heathlands (Ramsar)
epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (heath) due to coastal squeeze and inappropriate
coastal management measures.

Important heathland habitats that support internationally
important populations of Dartford Warbler, Nightjar, Woodlark,
and wintering Hen Harrier and Merlin.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy if appropriately designed works can be
implemented in a manner consistent with the SEA objectives for flora and
fauna, will ensure the site interest features are maintained in favourable
condition through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive
impact.

PBY/STU. H.5: NAI for all Dorset Heaths (Purbeck & Wareham) & Studland Dunes
(SAC)
epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (dune) due to coastal squeeze. Impact of existing
and future inappropriate coastal management measures.

The site supports various primary habitats under Annex I of the
Habitats Directive including dunes, Oligotrophic waters, Atlantic
wet heaths with Erica ciliaris and Erica tetralix, European dry
heaths, Depressions on peat substrates of the Rhynchosporion
and Bog woodland, and Annex II primary species including
southern damselfly.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy if appropriately designed works can be
implemented in a manner consistent with the SEA objectives for flora and
fauna, will ensure the site interest features are maintained in favourable
condition through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive
impact.

PBY/STU. H.5: NAI for all Studland & Godlingston Heaths (SSSI)
epochs

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The site provides direct links between geomorphological process
processes. Loss of dune habitat due to coastal squeeze.
and ecological succession due to a range of habitats and
transitions including a fine expanse of dunes, heathland which
support many rare animals (e.g. Sand Lizard Lacerta agilis and
Smooth Snake Coronella austriaca).

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy if appropriately designed works can be
implemented in a manner consistent with the SEA objectives for flora and
fauna, will ensure the site interest features are maintained in favourable
condition through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive
impact.

PBY/STU. H.5: NAI for all Recreational Area
epochs

Human beings, including Loss of amenity due to erosion.
population and assets

Provides local area for recreational pursuits.

PBY/STU. H.5: NAI for all Designated AONB (Dorset)
epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

No

Nationally important landscape character and landscape features No decrease in the quality of the landscape character Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
attributed to natural coastal processes or the
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
management thereof.
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy if appropriately designed works can be
implemented in a manner consistent with the SEA objectives for flora and
fauna, will ensure landscape character and features are maintained through
promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive impact.

PBY/STU. H.5: NAI for all Heritage Coast
epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

No

Nationally important landscape character and landscape features Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Policy (MR): SMP policy if appropriately designed works can be
implemented in a manner consistent with the SEA objectives for flora and
fauna, will ensure landscape character and features are maintained through
promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive impact.

PBY/STU. H.5: NAI for all South West Coast path
epochs

Human beings, including Loss of Right of Way from cliff erosion.
population and assets

PBY/STU. H.5: NAI for all Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck (SMA)
epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Reduce number of social and community assets
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.
Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The NNR provides links between geomorphological process and Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes. Loss of dune habitat due to coastal squeeze.
ecological succession due to a range of habitats and transitions importance where condition is adversely affected by
including a fine expanse of dunes, heathland which support
inappropriate management of coastal processes.
many rare animals

No

Provides local area for recreational pursuits.

Nationally important landscape character and landscape features No decrease in the quality of the landscape character Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
attributed to natural coastal processes or the
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
management thereof.
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

Policy (NAI or HTL): SMP policy if appropriately designed works can be
implemented in a manner consistent with the SEA objectives for flora and
fauna, will ensure landscape character and features are maintained through
promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive impact.

Erosion threatens to remove national asset.

Policy (NAI or HTL): SMP policy would continue to provide the same level of
protection to the South West Coast path. Therefore minor positive impact.

Erosion threatens to remove national asset.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure a right of way exists between Durlston Head
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to and Studland
coastal cliffs.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure recreational area exists
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure a right of way exists between Durlston Head
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to and Studland
coastal cliffs.

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA contains habitats and species Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
sensitive to anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy would continue to provide the same level of
protection to the recreational ground . Therefore minor positive impact.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy would continue to provide the same level of
protection to the South West Coast path. Therefore minor positive impact.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (NAI): The natural condition of the site and its features would not be
features, in particular Eelgrass and Maerl beds,
affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative implications. Therefore
subject to natural change. Prevent adverse impact on neutral impact.
the habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ
Studland Sandspit to The Warren
(STU2) - PDZ3

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report

Why the Feature is Important?

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets

Theme Review Objectives / Targets

PBY/STU. H.6: MR,
NAI,NAI

Studland

Human beings, including Small community of houses and shops at risk from flooding and
population and assets
erosion.

Properties and community at risk of loss or damage.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

PBY/STU. H.6: MR,
NAI,NAI

Local Assets: Recreational Area, Car Park, Information
Centre, Boat Park, Beach and Beach Huts, Coastguard
Lookout.

Human beings, including Loss of local assets due to erosion and flooding.
population and assets

Important local assets.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure a recreational area exists in the vicinity
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy at this location could potentially lead to changes in
cliff extent that may influence local assets, although the degree to which this
may occur is currently unknown. Therefore indeterminable impact.

PBY/STU. H.6: MR,
NAI,NAI

Protected wreck Site

Cultural heritage and
assets

No

Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
recreational resource (diving).

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Avoid disturbance to the natural depositional
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
processes over wreck sites.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy at this location would not lead to current changes in
depositional processes over the wreck site. Therefore neutral impact.

PBY/STU. H.6: MR,
NAI,NAI

12 wreck Sites

Cultural heritage and
assets

No

Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
recreational resource (diving).

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Avoid disturbance to the natural depositional
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
processes over wreck sites.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy at this location would not lead to current changes in
depositional processes over the wreck site. Therefore neutral impact.

PBY/STU. H.6: MR,
NAI,NAI

Coastal sand dunes, Fens, Heathland, Maritime Cliffs and Flora and fauna,
Reedbed (BAP Habitat)
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure the natural condition of habitats
including dunes and species are maintained through promoting natural
processes. Therefore minor positive impact.

PBY/STU. H.6: MR,
NAI,NAI

Designated AONB (Dorset)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

No

Nationally important landscape character and landscape features No decrease in the quality of the landscape character Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
attributed to natural coastal processes or the
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
management thereof.
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure landscape quality and character are
maintained through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive
impact.

PBY/STU. H.6: MR,
NAI,NAI

Dorset Heaths (Purbeck & Wareham) & Studland Dunes
(SAC)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Loss of habitat (dune) due to coastal squeeze. Impact of existing
and future inappropriate coastal management measures.

The site supports various primary habitats under Annex I of the
Habitats Directive including dunes, Oligotrophic waters, Atlantic
wet heaths with Erica ciliaris and Erica tetralix, European dry
heaths, Depressions on peat substrates of the Rhynchosporion
and Bog woodland, and Annex II primary species including
southern damselfly.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure the natural condition of habitats
including dunes and species are maintained through promoting natural
processes. Therefore minor positive impact.

PBY/STU. H.6: MR,
NAI,NAI

Studland & Godlingston Heaths (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The site provides direct links between geomorphological process Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes. Loss of dune habitat due to coastal squeeze.
and ecological succession due to a range of habitats and
importance where condition is adversely affected by
transitions including a fine expanse of dunes, heathland which
inappropriate management of coastal processes.
support many rare animals (e.g. Sand Lizard Lacerta agilis and
Smooth Snake Coronella austriaca).

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure the natural condition of habitats
including dunes and species are maintained through promoting natural
processes. Therefore minor positive impact.

PBY/STU. H.6: MR,
NAI,NAI

Heritage Coast

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

No

Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure heritage landscape quality and
character are maintained through promoting natural processes. Therefore
minor positive impact.

PBY/STU. H.6: MR,
NAI,NAI

South West Coast path

Human beings, including Loss of Right of Way from cliff erosion
population and assets

PBY/STU. H.6: MR,
NAI,NAI

Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck (SMA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA contains habitats and species Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
sensitive to anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (NAI): The natural condition of the site and its features would not be
features, in particular Eelgrass and Maerl beds,
affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative implications. Therefore
subject to natural change. Prevent adverse impact on neutral impact.
the habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Loss of land due to erosion.

Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
existing geological interest. Prevent adverse impact
on interest features from inappropriate coastal
management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure biodiversity and geological interests are
maintained through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive
impact.

PBY/STU.H.7: NAI for all Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs (SAC)
epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The SAC has been designated predominately in response to
Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
Annex I habitats including vegetated sea cliffs and semi-natural importance where condition is adversely affected by
dry grasslands, and Annex II species including Early gentian.
inappropriate management of coastal processes.
Altering natural processes can affect the development and cycle
of colonisation of the sea cliffs.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure biodiversity and geological interests are
maintained through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive
impact.

PBY/STU.H.7: NAI for all South West Coast path
epochs

Human beings, including Loss of Right of Way from cliff erosion
population and assets

Erosion threatens to remove national asset

Ensure a right of way exists between Durlston Head
and Studland

Policy NAI): There is potential for loss of path under this policy due to
increased erosion. Therefore minor negative impact.

PBY/STU.H.7: NAI for all 6 Wreck sites
epochs

Cultural heritage and
assets

No

Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
recreational resource (diving).

Avoid disturbance to the natural depositional
processes over wreck sites.

Policy NAI): There is potential for loss of heritage site under this policy due
to increased erosion and thus deposition on wreck site. Therefore minor
negative impact.

PBY/STU.H.7: NAI for all Designated AONB (Dorset)
epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

No

Nationally important landscape character and landscape features No decrease in the quality of the landscape character Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
attributed to natural coastal processes or the
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
management thereof.
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

PBY/STU.H.7: NAI for all Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site
epochs

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The Jurassic Coast documents 180 million years of geological
processes.
history. The site contains a number of unique geological features
and shows excellent examples of different landforms, including
the natural arch at Durdle Door, the cove and limestone folding at
Lulworth Cove and an island, the Isle of Portland.

PBY/STU.H.7: NAI for all Heritage Coast
epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

The Warren to Handfast Point (STU PBY/STU.H.7: NAI for all Chalk cliffs
1) - PDZ3
epochs

Nationally important landscape character and landscape features Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.
Erosion threatens to remove national asset.

Erosion and risk of flooding should be managed to
minimise loss of or damage to properties

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure a right of way exists between Durlston Head
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to and Studland
coastal cliffs.

In general the chalk cliffs are of international nature conservation Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
importance containing rare species and geologically important
geological importance where condition is adversely
stratigraphy.
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Reduce number of social and community assets
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.
No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (NAI): The overall aim under this plan would be maintain defences
over the first epoch along the frontage of Studland and then allow
appropriate withdrawal of defences. It is unclear at this stage the overall
long-term impact of this SMP policy on properties and the community.
Therefore indeterminable impact.

Policy NAI): There is potential for loss of path under this policy due to
increased erosion. Therefore minor negative impact.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure landscape quality and character are
maintained through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive
impact.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
existing geological interest. Prevent adverse impact
on interest features from inappropriate coastal
management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure geological interests are maintained
through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive impact.

No

Nationally important landscape character and landscape features Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure landscape quality and character are
maintained through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive
impact.

PBY/STU.H.7: NAI for all Maritime Cliff/Slope, Lowland Calcareous Grassland (BAP Flora and fauna,
Habitat)
including habitats
epochs

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure biodiversity and geological interests are
maintained through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive
impact.

PBY/STU.H.7: NAI for all Ballard Point to Studland Bay (GCR)
epochs

No

Geological interests of national importance.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Restore/maintain action of natural processes that
have led to existing geological interest. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to cliff
stabilisation and inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure geological interests are maintained
through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive impact.

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ

Handfast Point to Outfall Jetty
(SWA5 to 3) - PDZ 4

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report

PBY/STU.H.7: NAI for all Studland Cliffs (SSSI)
epochs

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

PBY/STU.H.7: NAI for all Recreational Area
epochs

Human beings, including Loss of amenity due to erosion.
population and assets

PBY/STU.H.7: NAI for all Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck (SMA)
epochs

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Why the Feature is Important?

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Purbeck Ridge contains a serious of chalk cliffs and is an
processes.
outstanding stratigraphic, structural (and biological) site and
recreational value. Ballard Downs is key feature of this SSSI and
includes a series of predominantly chalk cliffs, platforms and
associated beaches, best known for the classic assemblage of
stacks, arches and caves at Handfast Point.
Provides local area for recreational pursuits.

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets
Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Theme Review Objectives / Targets
Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
existing geological interest. Prevent adverse impact
on interest features from inappropriate coastal
management.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure a recreational area exists in the vicinity
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)
Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure geological interests are maintained
through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive impact.

Policy NAI): There is potential for loss of recreational area extent under this
policy due to increased erosion. Therefore minor negative impact.

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA contains habitats and species No decrease in the quality of the landscape character Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (NAI): The natural condition of the site and its features would not be
processes.
sensitive to anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.
attributed to natural coastal processes or the
features, in particular Eelgrass and Maerl beds,
affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative implications. Therefore
management thereof.
subject to natural change. Prevent adverse impact on neutral impact.
the habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Residential properties on northern frontage (e.g. New
Swanage)

Human beings, including Risk of loss or damage due to deterioration of defences.
population and assets

Community and economic value.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Minimise loss or damage to properties.

Policy (MR): The overall policy is HTL (through increase both the extent of
defence and potentially the height of defence) over the first two epochs
which will ensure flood and erosion risk to coastal communities will not
increase as standard of defence will be maintained at or above current
standard, therefore minor positive. The transition of MR in the third epoch
will potentially cause loss to 20 properties for this unit. Therefore mixed
impact.

Hotel and tourist facilities

Human beings, including Erosion affecting facilities
population and assets

Loss of cliff impacts on businesses.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Minimise loss or damage to properties.

Policy (MR): The overall policy is HTL (through increase both the extent of
defence and potentially the height of defence) over the first two epochs
which will ensure flood and erosion risk to hotel and tourist facilities will not
increase as standard of defence will be maintained at or above current
standard, therefore minor positive. The transition of MR in the third epoch
will potentially cause loss to hotel properties for this unit. Therefore mixed
impact.

Beach Huts

Human beings, including Loss of beach huts (currently behind defences) due to rising sea
population and assets
levels and/or erosion. Loss may occur due to failure of defences.

Loss of beach huts would indicate a threat to the coastline. Value Reduce number of social and community assets
Minimise damage to or loss of properties.
attached to a beach hut may be disproportionately high
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy (MR): The overall policy is HTL (through increase both the extent of
defence and potentially the height of defence) over the first two epochs
which will ensure flood and erosion risk to beach huts will not increase as
standard of defence will be maintained at or above current standard,
therefore minor positive. The transition of MR in the third epoch may
potentially cause loss of beach huts for this unit. Therefore mixed impact.

Clifftop properties

Human beings, including Erosion due to failure of stabilisation structures.
population and assets

Erosion of cliff threatens properties.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (MR): The overall policy is HTL (through increase both the extent of
defence and potentially the height of defence) over the first two epochs
which will ensure flood and erosion risk to coastal communities will not
increase as standard of defence will be maintained at or above current
standard, therefore minor positive. The transition of MR in the third epoch
will potentially cause loss to 20 properties for this unit. Therefore mixed
impact.

SWA.M.1: NAI for all
epochs

10 wreck sites

Cultural heritage and
assets

No

Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
recreational resource (diving).

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Avoid disturbance to the natural depositional
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
processes over wreck sites.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy would not lead to non-natural changes in
erosion/depositional processes over the wreck site. Therefore neutral
impact.

SWA.M.1: NAI for all
epochs

Lowland calcareous grassland (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): Under this policy, habitats will be allowed to move landward
under rising sea levels thus maintaining BAP habitat quality and quantity.
Therefore minor positive impact.

Maritime Cliff and Slope (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): Under this policy, habitats will be allowed to move landward
under rising sea levels thus maintaining BAP habitat quality and quantity.
Therefore minor positive impact.

Ballard Point to Studland Bay (GCR)

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

No

Geological interests of national importance.

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

No

Geological interests of national importance.

Restore/maintain action of natural processes that
have led to existing geological interest. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to cliff
stabilisation and inappropriate coastal management.
Restore/maintain action of natural processes that
have led to existing geological interest. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to cliff
stabilisation and inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will promote natural processes and prevent
adverse impacts to existing geological interests. Therefore minor positive
impact.

Ballard Down (GCR)

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.
Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Handfast Point to Ballard Point (GCR)

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

No

Geological interests of national importance.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Restore/maintain action of natural processes that
have led to existing geological interest. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to cliff
stabilisation and inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will promote natural processes and prevent
adverse impacts to existing geological interests. Therefore minor positive
impact.

Punfield Cove (GCR)

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

No

Geological interests of national importance.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Restore/maintain action of natural processes that
have led to existing geological interest. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to cliff
stabilisation and inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will promote natural processes and prevent
adverse impacts to existing geological interests. Therefore minor positive
impact.

Purbeck Ridge (East) (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Purbeck Ridge supports extensive areas of high quality chalk and Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
is an outstanding stratigraphic, structural (and biological) site.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
processes. Loss of grassland, woodland and seepages due to
inappropriate management of coastal processes.
erosion.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure geological and biodiversity interests are
maintained or prevent adverse impacts through promoting natural
processes. Therefore minor positive impact.

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

No

SWA.N.1: HTL,HTL, MR

Designated AONB (Dorset)
SWA.M.1:NAI
SWA.N.1: HTL,HTL, MR
SWA.N 1 to 4: HTL for all
epochs

SWA.M.1: NAI for all
epochs

Minimise damage to or loss of properties.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will promote natural processes and prevent
adverse impacts to existing geological interests. Therefore minor positive
impact.

Nationally important landscape character and landscape features No decrease in the quality of the landscape character Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
attributed to natural coastal processes or the
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
management thereof.
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure landscape quality and character are
maintained through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive
impact.

Nationally important landscape character and landscape features No decrease in the quality of the landscape character Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
attributed to natural coastal processes or the
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
management thereof.
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure heritage landscape quality and
character are maintained through promoting natural processes. Therefore
minor positive impact.

Policy (HTL and MR): Both SMP policy plans potentially may decrease
natural processes although the scale of the effect is unpredictable.
Therefore indeterminable impact.

Heritage Coast

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

No

Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck (SMA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA contains habitats and species Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
sensitive to anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Policy (NAI): The natural condition of the site and its features would not be
Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative implications. Therefore
features, in particular Eelgrass and Maerl beds,
subject to natural change. Prevent adverse impact on neutral impact.
the habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Exposed sediments, rocks, fossils, and features of the GCR
Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
processes.
landscape make a special contribution to understanding and
geological importance where condition is adversely
appreciation of Earth science and the geological history of Britain. affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
existing geological interest. Prevent adverse impact
on interest features from inappropriate coastal
management.

SWA.M.1:NAI
Swanage Bay (GCR)
SWA.N.1: HTL,HTL, MR
SWA.N 1 to 4: HTL for all
epochs

(NAI):and
SMP
policy
willSMP
promote
processes may
and prevent
Policy (HTL
MR):
Both
policynatural
plans potentially
decrease
natural processes although the scale of the effect is unpredictable.
Therefore indeterminable impact.

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy

SWA.M.1: NAI for all
epochs

Outfall Jetty to Swanage Pier
(SWA2) - PDZ 4

SWA.N.1 to SWA.N.4:
HTL for all epochs

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report

Why the Feature is Important?

Provides local area for recreational pursuits.

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets

Theme Review Objectives / Targets

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure a recreational area exists in the vicinity.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)

Recreational Area

Human beings, including Loss of amenity due to erosion.
population and assets

Policy NAI): There is potential for loss of recreational area under this policy
due to increased erosion. Therefore minor negative impact.

Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs (SAC)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The SAC has been designated predominately in response to
Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
Annex I habitats including vegetated sea cliffs and semi-natural importance where condition is adversely affected by
dry grasslands, and Annex II species including Early gentian.
inappropriate management of coastal processes.
Altering natural processes can affect the development and cycle
of colonisation of the sea cliffs.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): Under this policy, habitats will be allowed to move landward
under rising sea levels thus maintaining site interest features including
vegetated sea cliffs and semi-natural dry grasslands in favourable condition.
Therefore minor positive impact.

Purbeck Ridge (East) (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Purbeck Ridge supports extensive areas of high quality chalk and Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes. Loss of grassland, woodland and seepages due to
is an outstanding stratigraphic, structural (and biological) site.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
erosion.
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure geological and biodiversity interests are
maintained or prevent adverse impacts through promoting natural
processes. Therefore minor positive impact.

Ballard Down

Cultural heritage and
assets

Erosion to site of archaeological importance - Bronze Age Barrows. Erosion of archaeological feature.

Chalk vegetated sea cliffs

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural In general the chalk cliffs are of international nature conservation Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
processes.
importance containing rare species and geologically important
geological importance where condition is adversely
stratigraphy.
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure geological and biodiversity interests are
maintained or prevent adverse impacts through promoting natural
processes. Therefore minor positive impact.

Studland Cliffs (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Purbeck Ridge contains a serious of chalk cliffs and is an
Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
outstanding stratigraphic, structural (and biological) site and
importance where condition is adversely affected by
recreational value. Ballard Downs is key feature of this SSSI and inappropriate management of coastal processes.
includes a series of predominantly chalk cliffs, platforms and
associated beaches, best known for the classic assemblage of
stacks, arches and caves at Handfast Point.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will promote natural processes and prevent
adverse impacts to existing geological interests. Therefore minor positive
impact.

Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The Jurassic Coast documents 180 million years of geological
processes.
history. The site contains a number of unique geological features importance where condition is adversely affected by
and shows excellent examples of different landforms, including inappropriate management of coastal processes.
the natural arch at Durdle Door, the cove and limestone folding at
Lulworth Cove and an island, the Isle of Portland.

Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
existing geological interest. Prevent adverse impact
on interest features from inappropriate coastal
management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure geological interests are maintained
through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive impact.

Studland Hill and Goldingston Studland Fields (SNCIs)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The site supports heathland habitat and associated flora and
processes. Erosion causing reduction in habitat.
fauna.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure habitats and biodiversity interests are
features, subject to natural change. Prevent adverse maintained through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive
impact on interest features due to inappropriate
impact.
coastal management.

Properties along Swanage southern frontage

Human beings, including Risk of flooding and erosion due to climate change and
population and assets
deterioration of defences.

Community and economic value.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Minimise loss or damage to properties.

Public recreation ground

Human beings, including Loss of amenity due to erosion.
population and assets

Provides local area for recreational pursuits.

Town centre

Human beings, including Increased flood risk due to failure of defences and rising sea levels Town centre is a conservation area with scheduled and listed
population and assets
due to climate change.
buildings. Increased flood risk affects risk to people, property
including listed buildings.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure a recreational area exists in the vicinity.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.
Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
Minimise loss or damage to properties.
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Promenade

Human beings, including Loss of feature due to erosion through deterioration of defences.
population and assets

Wide sandy beach

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Loss of beach due to coastal squeeze. This could also be due to
failure of groyne system.

2 Aircraft wreck sites (1 Hurricane & 1 Spitfire)

Cultural heritage and
assets

No

Site of Dark Ages Battlefield

Cultural heritage and
assets

Yes

Provides evidence of historic or pre-historic human activity within No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Identify areas at risk of erosion and inform curators to Policy (HTL): SMP policy would continue to provide the same level of
the area.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
ensure appropriate survey and recording.
protection to local heritage sites Therefore minor positive impact.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

8 Wreck sites

Cultural heritage and
assets

No

Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
recreational resource (diving).

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Avoid disturbance to the natural depositional
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
processes over wreck sites.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy at this location would not lead to current changes
in depositional processes over the wreck site. Therefore neutral impact.

Lowland calcareous grassland (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): Natural processes would not be allowed to prevail under this
SMP policy which may influence the local grassland habitat quality and
quantity at this location.Therefore minor negative impact.

Maritime Cliff and Slope (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): Natural processes would not be allowed to prevail under this
SMP policy which may influence cliff and slope habitat quality and quantity
at this location.Therefore minor negative impact.

Swanage (GCR)

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

No

Geological interests of national importance.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Restore/maintain action of natural processes that
have led to existing geological interest. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to cliff
stabilisation and inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy overall will not allow natural coastal processes to
prevail essential for geological interests. Therefore minor negative impact.

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Identify areas at risk of erosion and inform curators to Policy (NAI): SMP policy plan has the potential to increase erosion rates of
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
ensure appropriate survey and recording.
the cliff and influence the integrity of historic sites. Therefore minor negative
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
impact.
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Promenade is regarded as local asset and tourist attraction, and
can also act as flood protection.

Reduce number of social and community assets
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.
Beach forms part of defences and provides protection from
Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
flooding and erosion. The beach is also a major tourist attraction geological importance where condition is adversely
and local amenity providing a recreational asset.
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.
Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within
recreational resource (diving).
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): The policy for the frontage (consisting of continued beach
recharge, groynes and sea wall maintenance) will ensure no additional
properties lie within the tidal flood zone in comparison to the current number.
Flood and erosion risk to coastal communities will not increase as standard
of defence will be maintained at or above current standard. Therefore minor
positive impact.
Policy (HTL): The policy will ensure that local asset is continued to be
defended. Therefore minor positive impact.
Policy (HTL): The policy for the town (consisting of continued beach
recharge, groynes and sea wall maintenance) will ensure no additional
properties lie within the tidal flood zone in comparison to the current number.
Flood and erosion risk to coastal communities will not increase as standard
of defence will be maintained at or above current standard. Therefore minor
positive impact.

Minimise loss or damage to structure. Ensure
equivalent facility exists.

Policy (HTL): The policy will ensure that local asset is continued to be
defended. Therefore minor positive impact.

Allow natural processes to continue.

Policy (HTL): The policy will ensure that local asset is maintained through
continued beach recharge. Therefore minor positive impact.

Avoid disturbance to the natural depositional
processes over wreck sites.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy at this location would not lead to current changes
in depositional processes over the wreck site. Therefore neutral impact.

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ

Swanage Pier to Peveril Point
(SWA1) - PDZ 4

Durlston Cliff Flats (DUR2 to 3)
PDZ 4

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy

SWA.N.1 to SWA.N.4:
HTL for all epochs

- DUR.O.1: MR, MR, NAI

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report

Why the Feature is Important?

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets

Theme Review Objectives / Targets

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)

Designated AONB (Dorset)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

No

Nationally important landscape character and landscape features No decrease in the quality of the landscape character Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
attributed to natural coastal processes or the
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
management thereof.
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

Policy (HTL): Natural processes would not be allowed to prevail under this
SMP policy which may influence existing landscape interests associated
with the AONB at this location.Therefore minor negative impact.

The old prison and pump (SM)

Cultural heritage and
assets

Damage or destruction to Scheduled Monument due to erosion or
flooding.

Recognised local asset at risk of flooding.

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Minimise damage or destruction of historic
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
environment without unduly preventing natural
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would continue to provide the same level of
protection to local heritage sites Therefore minor positive impact.

Town centre - conservation centre & library

Cultural heritage and
assets

Damage or destruction to Conservation Area due to erosion or
flooding, or disturbance due to coastal management measures.

Loss of asset would impact on local community.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy would continue to provide the same level of
protection to local heritage sites Therefore minor positive impact.

The Mowlem Theatre

Human beings, including Loss or damage due to erosion and flood risk if defences allowed
population and assets
deteriorate.

Loss of asset would impact on local community.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Minimise loss or damage to property. Ensure suitable Policy (HTL): The habitats and biodiversity interest features at this location
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to facility is available
would not be affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative
coastal cliffs.
implications. Therefore neutral impact.

Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck (SMA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Properties

Human beings, including Loss of properties due to erosion.
population and assets

Value of development to local community and economy.

Swanage Pier

Human beings, including Yes
population and assets

Heritage (Grade II Listed Structure), recreation and economic
Reduce number of social and community assets
Minimise damage or destruction of historic
value. Tourist attraction, used for launching of pleasure and dive within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to environment without unduly preventing natural
boats.
coastal cliffs.
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.

Policy (HTL): The policy will ensure that local asset is continued to be
defended. Therefore minor positive impact.

Tourist facilities

Human beings, including Loss of facilities due to erosion or flooding.
population and assets

Value of facilities to tourists and local economy.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (HTL): The policy will ensure that local asset is continued to be
defended. Therefore minor positive impact.

Sewage Treatment Works (STW)

Human beings, including Loss or damage to essential infrastructure.
population and assets

Threat of pollution in Swanage Bay.

Reduce infrastructure and service assets within the
To ensure working functionality is maintained without Policy (HTL): The policy will ensure that local STW asset is continued to be
coastal flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs. damage to the environment.
defended and decreasing the threat of pollution in Swanage Bay.Therefore
minor positive impact.

Coastguard station & slipway

Human beings, including Loss or damage due to erosion.
population and assets

Designated AONB (Dorset)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

No

Coastguard provides rescue and safety services for recreational Reduce number of social and community assets
and commercial water users.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.
Nationally important landscape character and landscape features No decrease in the quality of the landscape character
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
attributed to natural coastal processes or the
management thereof.

Fens (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Maritime Cliff and Slope (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

South Dorset Coast (SSSI)

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA contains habitats and species Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
sensitive to anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Minimise damage or destruction of historic
environment without unduly preventing natural
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (NAI): The natural condition of the site and its features would not be
features, in particular Eelgrass and Maerl beds,
affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative implications. Therefore
subject to natural change. Prevent adverse impact on neutral impact.
the habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.
Minimise loss or damage to properties.

Ensure the suitable facilities for tourists exist

Policy (HTL): The policy for the frontage properties (consisting of continued
beach recharge, groynes and sea wall maintenance) will ensure no
additional properties lie within the tidal flood zone in comparison to the
current number. Flood and erosion risk to coastal communities will not
increase as standard of defence will be maintained at or above current
standard. Therefore minor positive impact.

Ensure coastguard cover and slipway operation.

Policy (HTL): The policy will ensure that local asset is continued to be
defended. Therefore minor positive impact.

Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

Policy (HTL): Natural processes would not be allowed to prevail under this
SMP policy which may influence existing landscape interests associated
with the AONB at this location.Therefore minor negative impact.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): Natural processes would not be allowed to prevail under this
SMP policy which may influence fen habitat quality and quantity at this
location.Therefore minor negative impact.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): Natural processes would not be allowed to prevail under this
SMP policy which may influence cliff and slope habitat quality and quantity
at this location.Therefore minor negative impact.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The Jurassic Coast documents 180 million years of geological
processes.
history. The site contains a number of unique geological features importance where condition is adversely affected by
and shows excellent examples of different landforms, including inappropriate management of coastal processes.
the natural arch at Durdle Door, the cove and limestone folding at
Lulworth Cove and an island, the Isle of Portland.

Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
existing geological interest. Prevent adverse impact
on interest features from inappropriate coastal
management.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy overall will not allow natural coastal processes to
prevail essential for geological interests. Therefore minor negative impact.

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The great range of rock types has given rise to a varied coastline Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes. Loss of grassland, woodland and chalk heath due to
of vertical cliffs, undercliffs and landslips which support an
importance where condition is adversely affected by
erosion.
outstanding array of local and maritime species. The cliffs area of inappropriate management of coastal processes.
geological importance and expose a complete section through
the Upper Jurassic and Cretaceous rock succession.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy overall will not allow natural coastal processes to
prevail essential for geological interests. Therefore minor negative impact.

Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck (SMA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA contains habitats and species Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
sensitive to anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (NAI): The natural condition of the site and its features would not be
features, in particular Eelgrass and Maerl beds,
affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative implications. Therefore
subject to natural change. Prevent adverse impact on neutral impact.
the habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Swanage Bay (GCR)

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Exposed sediments, rocks, fossils, and features of the GCR
Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
processes.
landscape make a special contribution to understanding and
geological importance where condition is adversely
appreciation of Earth science and the geological history of Britain. affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
existing geological interest. Prevent adverse impact
on interest features from inappropriate coastal
management.

Fishermans hut and sailing club

Human beings, including Loss or damage due to erosion.
population and assets

Recreational/commercial value.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Minimise loss or damage to property. Ensure suitable Policy (HTL): The policy will ensure that local asset is continued to be
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to facility is available.
defended. Therefore minor positive impact.
coastal cliffs.

Properties on clifftop

Human beings, including Loss of buildings due to erosion or failure of 1989 cliff stabilisation
population and assets
measures (7m high, 60m long rock armour revetment)

Properties important to local community.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

South Dorset Coast (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The great range of rock types has given rise to a varied coastline Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes. Loss of grassland, woodland and chalk heath due to
of vertical cliffs, undercliffs and landslips which support an
importance where condition is adversely affected by
erosion.
outstanding array of local and maritime species. The cliffs area of inappropriate management of coastal processes.
geological importance and expose a complete section through
the Upper Jurassic and Cretaceous rock succession.

Designated AONB (Dorset)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

No

Nationally important landscape character and landscape features No decrease in the quality of the landscape character Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
attributed to natural coastal processes or the
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
management thereof.
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure landscape quality and character are
maintained through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive
impact.

Heritage Coast

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

No

Nationally important landscape character and landscape features Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure heritage landscape quality and
character are maintained through promoting natural processes. Therefore
minor positive impact.

Policy (HTL): SMP policy overall will not allow natural coastal processes to
prevail essential for geological interests. Therefore minor negative impact.

Minimise loss or damage to properties.

Policy (NAI): The first two epochs (MR) would consist of drainage
management of the stream issuing to the south of the revetment, which
would provide stability of cliffs and reduce loss of damage to properties from
cliff erosion. However, without erosion protection it is unclear of the longterm impact of this policy. Therefore indeterminable impact.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will promote natural processes and prevent
adverse impacts to existing geological interests. Therefore minor positive
impact.

Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ

Durlston Cliff Flats to Durlston
Head (DUR1) - PDZ 4

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy

DUR.O.1: MR, MR, NAI

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report

Why the Feature is Important?

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets

Theme Review Objectives / Targets

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)

Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck (SMA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA contains habitats and species Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
sensitive to anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (NAI): The natural condition of the site and its features would not be
features, in particular Eelgrass and Maerl beds,
affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative implications. Therefore
subject to natural change. Prevent adverse impact on neutral impact.
the habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

9 Wreck Sites

Cultural heritage and
assets

No

Avoid disturbance to the natural depositional
processes over wreck sites.

4 Gun placement remains

Cultural heritage and
assets

Yes

Coastguard Station

Human beings, including Potential loss of station due to deterioration and erosion.
population and assets

Provides safety and rescue coverage for Durlston & Swanage
Bays.

Sewage outfall

Human beings, including Loss or damage to outfall due to cliff erosion.
population and assets

Pollution risk and loss of sewage outfall due to damage.

Recreational Area

Human beings, including Loss of amenity due to erosion.
population and assets

Provides local area for recreational pursuits.

Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs (SAC)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Durlston Bay (GCR)

Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
recreational resource (diving).

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.
Provides evidence of historic or pre-historic human activity within No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within
the area.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Identify areas at risk of erosion and inform curators to Policy NAI): There is potential for loss of heritage site under this policy due
ensure appropriate survey and recording.
to increased erosion. Therefore minor negative impact.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure a coastguard station facility is available.
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.
Reduce infrastructure and service assets within the
Ensure sewage facility through protection or
coastal flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs. replacement.

Reduce number of social and community assets
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.
Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The Jurassic Coast documents 180 million years of geological
Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
history. The site contains a number of unique geological features importance where condition is adversely affected by
and shows excellent examples of different landforms, including inappropriate management of coastal processes.
the natural arch at Durdle Door, the cove and limestone folding at
Lulworth Cove and an island, the Isle of Portland.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy at this location would not lead to current changes in
depositional processes over the wreck site. Therefore neutral impact.

Policy NAI): There is potential for loss of local asset under this policy due to
increased erosion. Therefore minor negative impact.
Policy NAI): There is potential for loss of local asset under this policy due to
increased erosion. Therefore minor negative impact.

Ensure a recreational area exists in the vicinity.

Policy NAI): There is potential for loss of recreational area extent under this
policy due to increased erosion. Therefore minor negative impact.

Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
existing geological interest. Prevent adverse impact
on interest features from inappropriate coastal
management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will promote natural processes and prevent
adverse impacts to existing geological interests. Therefore minor positive
impact.

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The SAC has been designated predominately in response to
Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
Annex I habitats including vegetated sea cliffs and semi-natural importance where condition is adversely affected by
dry grasslands, and Annex II species including Early gentian.
inappropriate management of coastal processes.
Altering natural processes can affect the development and cycle
of colonisation of the sea cliffs.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure biodiversity interests are maintained
through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive impact.

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Exposed sediments, rocks, fossils, and features of the GCR
geological importance where condition is adversely
processes.
landscape make a special contribution to understanding and
appreciation of Earth science and the geological history of Britain. affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Restore/maintain action of natural processes that
have led to existing geological interest. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to cliff
stabilisation and inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will promote natural processes and prevent
adverse impacts to existing geological interests. Therefore minor positive
impact.

Maritime Cliff and Slope (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Fens (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.
Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): Under this policy, habitats will be allowed to move landward
under rising sea levels thus maintaining BAP habitat quality and quantity.
Therefore minor positive impact.
Policy (NAI): Under this policy, habitats will be allowed to move landward
under rising sea levels thus maintaining BAP habitat quality and quantity.
Therefore minor positive impact.

South Dorset Coast (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The great range of rock types has given rise to a varied coastline Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
processes.
of vertical cliffs, undercliffs and landslips which support an
outstanding array of local and maritime species. The cliffs area of inappropriate management of coastal processes.
geological importance and expose a complete section through
the Upper Jurassic and Cretaceous rock succession.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will promote natural processes and prevent
adverse impacts to existing geological interests. Therefore minor positive
impact.

Heritage Coast

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

No

Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure landscape character and features are
maintained through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive
impact.

South West Coast path

Human beings, including Loss of Right of Way from cliff erosion.
population and assets

Erosion threatens to remove national asset.

Reduce number of social and community assets
Ensure a right of way exists between Durlston Head
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to and Studland.
coastal cliffs.

Policy (NAI): There is potential for loss of path extent under this policy due to
increased erosion. Therefore minor negative impact.

Properties along clifftop

Human beings, including Loss of buildings due to erosion.
population and assets

Loss of local residents homes.

Reduce the number of properties within the coastal
flood zone and close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy (NAI): The first two epochs (MR) would consist of drainage
management of the stream issuing to the south of the revetment, which
would provide stability of cliffs and reduce loss of damage to properties from
cliff erosion. However, without erosion protection it is unclear of the longterm impact of this policy. Therefore indeterminable impact.

Durlston Castle and lighthouse

Cultural heritage and
assets

Loss of local landmark would affect tourism and local community. No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Minimise damage or destruction of historic
Castle is Grade II Listed
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
environment without unduly preventing natural
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Policy NAI): There is potential for loss of heritage site under this policy due
to increased erosion. Therefore minor negative impact.

Recreational Area

Human beings, including Loss of amenity due to erosion.
population and assets

Provides local area for recreational pursuits.

Ensure a recreational area exists in the vicinity

Policy (NAI): There is potential for loss of recreational area extent under this
policy due to increased erosion. Therefore minor negative impact.

The Globe (Grade II listed structure)

Cultural heritage and
assets

Yes

Minimise damage or destruction of historic
environment without unduly preventing natural
processes. At risk assets should be surveyed.

Policy (NAI): There is potential for loss of heritage site under this policy due
to increased erosion. Therefore minor negative impact.

6 Wreck sites

Cultural heritage and
assets

No

Wreck is important to national heritage, and also as a
recreational resource (diving).

Designated AONB (Dorset)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

No

Nationally important landscape character and landscape features No decrease in the quality of the landscape character Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
attributed to natural coastal processes or the
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
management thereof.
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The Jurassic Coast documents 180 million years of geological
Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
history. The site contains a number of unique geological features importance where condition is adversely affected by
and shows excellent examples of different landforms, including inappropriate management of coastal processes.
the natural arch at Durdle Door, the cove and limestone folding at
Lulworth Cove and an island, the Isle of Portland.

Yes

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.
Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Nationally important landscape character and landscape features Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Reduce number of social and community assets
within the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs.
Important to national heritage due to its quality or rarity within the No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within
historic environment resource.
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Minimise loss or damage to properties.

No decrease in the condition of heritage assets within Avoid disturbance to the natural depositional
the coastal flood zone and in close proximity to
processes over wreck sites.
coastal cliffs. No deterioration in Scheduled
Monuments and Listed Buildings in the coastal flood
zone and in close proximity to coastal cliffs.

Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
existing geological interest. Prevent adverse impact
on interest features from inappropriate coastal
management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy at this location would not lead to current changes in
depositional processes over the wreck site. Therefore neutral impact.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure landscape quality and character are
maintained through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive
impact.
Policy (NAI): SMP policy will promote natural processes and prevent
adverse impacts to existing geological interests. Therefore minor positive
impact.

SMP1 Management Units & PDZ

Corresponding SMP2
Unit & Policy

Key Features Identified in SEA Scoping Baseline

Corresponding
SEA Receptor

Key Issues Identified in SEA Scoping Report

Why the Feature is Important?

SEA Sustainability Objectives / Targets

Theme Review Objectives / Targets

Policy Impact Assessment (Long-term 2105)

Heritage Coast

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

No

Nationally important landscape character and landscape features Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
associated with natural coastal and cliff views and character.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain action of natural processes that have led to
existing landscape interest. Prevent adverse impact
on landscape character due to inappropriate coastal
management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure heritage landscape quality and
character are maintained through promoting natural processes. Therefore
minor positive impact.

Fens (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): Under this policy, habitats will be allowed to move landward
under rising sea levels thus maintaining BAP habitat quality and quantity.
Therefore minor positive impact.

Maritime Cliff and Slope (BAP Habitat)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Yes

Locally important nature conservation interest.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the habitat quality and quantity, subject to
natural change. Prevent adverse impact on the
habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): Under this policy, habitats will be allowed to move landward
under rising sea levels thus maintaining BAP habitat quality and quantity.
Therefore minor positive impact.

Peveril Point to Furzey Cliff (GCR)

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

No

Geological interests of national importance.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Restore/maintain action of natural processes that
have led to existing geological interest. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to cliff
stabilisation and inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will promote natural processes and prevent
adverse impacts to existing geological interests. Therefore minor positive
impact.

Durlston Bay (GCR)

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

No

Geological interests of national importance.

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
geological importance where condition is adversely
affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Restore/maintain action of natural processes that
have led to existing geological interest. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to cliff
stabilisation and inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will promote natural processes and prevent
adverse impacts to existing geological interests. Therefore minor positive
impact.

Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs (SAC)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The SAC has been designated predominately in response to
Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
Annex I habitats including vegetated sea cliffs and semi-natural importance where condition is adversely affected by
dry grasslands, and Annex II species including Early gentian.
inappropriate management of coastal processes.
Altering natural processes can affect the development and cycle
of colonisation of the sea cliffs.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure biodiversity interests are maintained
through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive impact.

South Dorset Coast (SSSI)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The great range of rock types has given rise to a varied coastline Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
processes. Loss of grassland, woodland and chalk heath due to
of vertical cliffs, undercliffs and landslips which support an
outstanding array of local and maritime species. The cliffs area of inappropriate management of coastal processes.
erosion.
geological importance and expose a complete section through
the Upper Jurassic and Cretaceous rock succession.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will promote natural processes and prevent
adverse impacts to existing geological interests. Therefore minor positive
impact.

Durlston (NNR)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural The natural cliff features of the NNR support a wide array of
processes. Loss of grassland, woodland and chalk heath due to
habitats, species and geological interests.
erosion.

Maintain the site interest features in favourable
condition, subject to natural change. Avoid
obstruction to adaptation and migration of interest
features in response to future change. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to
inappropriate coastal management.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will ensure biodiversity and geological interests are
maintained through promoting natural processes. Therefore minor positive
impact.

Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck (SMA)

Flora and fauna,
including habitats

Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Poole Bay to Isle of Purbeck SMA contains habitats and species Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
processes.
sensitive to anthropogenic impacts such as pollution.
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Maintain the natural condition of the site and its
Policy (NAI): The natural condition of the site and its features would not be
features, in particular Eelgrass and Maerl beds,
affected by this SMP policy. No positive or negative implications. Therefore
subject to natural change. Prevent adverse impact on neutral impact.
the habitat due to inappropriate coastal management.

Durlston Bay (GCR)

Soil, Geology and
Hydrogeology

Reduce the number of sites of geomorphological or
Inappropriate coastal management measures could prevent natural Exposed sediments, rocks, fossils, and features of the GCR
geological importance where condition is adversely
processes.
landscape make a special contribution to understanding and
appreciation of Earth science and the geological history of Britain. affected by inappropriate management of coastal
processes.

Restore/maintain action of natural processes that
have led to existing geological interest. Prevent
adverse impact on interest features due to cliff
stabilisation and inappropriate coastal management.

Reduce the number of sites of nature conservation
importance where condition is adversely affected by
inappropriate management of coastal processes.

Policy (NAI): SMP policy will promote natural processes and prevent
adverse impacts to existing geological interests. Therefore minor positive
impact.

ANNEX II: DETAILED ENVIRONMENTAL BASELINE

1.1

The Water Environment
The following section provides an overview of the water environment associated with the
Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2 which takes into consideration wave, tidal and
coastal processes, water quality (both freshwater and marine) and key recourse
activities.

1.1.3

Waves
Most waves that reach the Dorset coast have been generated by winds blowing over the
Atlantic Ocean. Their size depends upon the strength of the wind, its duration (the
length of time the wind has been blowing at that speed), and the fetch (the distance of
sea over which the wind blows) (DCDA, 2009). Waves from the southwest have a fetch
in excess of 4000 km, whereas waves from the south or east-south-east have very
restricted fetch (120 km and 240 km respectively). As a result, waves generated from
the southwest are able to attain greater size than those from other, less-exposed
directions (DCDA, 2009).
Waves with heights over 8m have been recorded along the Dorset coast, but most
waves are much smaller. The maximum wave height (H max) for a given period of time
is very important for the design of coast protection and flood defence schemes,
harbours, and oil and gas offshore platforms. On 14th October 1976, a wave recording
buoy off Bournemouth recorded a wave with a height (H max) of 8.3m.
The SMP for Poole and Christchurch (Halcrow Maritime, 1999) provides detailed
information about wave heights and energies, which are important for assessing both
the movements of sediment alongshore and the wave energy to which beaches and
coastal structures may be exposed. The longest wave periods for the period 1993 to
1997 (SMP) are associated with wave heights between 0.5m to 1.0m. The 1 in 50
year’s extreme initial wave heights estimated by Hydraulics Research and Halcrow
Maritime (1999) for the SMP, increase towards the east of Poole Bay, with the one in 50
year nearshore wave typically ranging from three to five metres.
The effects of climate change on the wave climate of the Dorset coast is uncertain,
however, given the available evidence it is likely that climate change could have both
positive and negative effects (SAS, 2007), such as:

1.1.4

•

An increase in chances of stormy winters in the North Atlantic could increase the
size of waves reaching the Dorset coast;

•

Increasing hurricane intensity and duration could mean larger autumn swells;
and

•

Changing storm tracks could potentially alter the amount of surf reaching
different regions, with popular surfing areas such as the South West possibly
receiving less surf.

Tides
Tides along the Dorset coast, vary from tides in the east with a small tidal range, to tides
further west which have a larger tidal range. In general, Poole Harbour has a tidal range
0.7 m greater than Christchurch Harbour (Table 1.1), although both harbours have a
double high water, which means that the water is often above mean tide level in the
harbours for 16 out of 24 hours (DCDA, 2009). This results in longer standing water and
gives the harbours a lagoon-like nature, and also has significant implications in tidal
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flood events as floodwaters can stay high for long periods. Figure 1.1 shows the wave
and tidal environment of the study area, highlighting the locations of dominant wave
energy, with the areas of coastline having considerably high wave energy being around
the shoreline of Christchurch Bay and Hurst Spit.
Table 1.1

Tides of the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
Water level in metres OD

Location

Mean High Water

Mean Low Water

Tidal range at
Spring Tides
(m)

Springs

Neaps

Springs

Neaps

Christchurch
Harbour

+0.9

+0.5

-0.1

-0.0

1.0

Mudeford Quay

+0.9

+0.5

-0.3

-0.2

1.2

Bournemouth

+0.6

+0.2

-1.1

-0.4

1.7

Poole Harbour

+0.9

+0.3

-0.8

-0.1

1.7

Swanage

+0.6

+0.2

-1.1

-0.3

1.7

With regards to the rate of sea level rise (SLR) along the Dorset coast, this has been
estimated to be approximately 3mm – 5mm per year, and Defra has advised that a SLR
figure of 6mm per year should be used for future coast protection and flood defence
proposals (DCDA, 2009). However, the SLR figure is constantly being reviewed with
recent research suggesting a figure of 11mm per year be used in future coastal
management proposals as the previous estimates do not allow for Greenland melt
(New Scientist, 2009). The rates of sea level rise will be confirmed in the draft SMP.
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Figure 1.1 Wave and Tidal Environment of the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2

Map courtesy of SCOPAC, 1999 (www.scopac.org.uk).
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1.1.5

Coastal Processes
Figure 1.2 illustrates the broad movement of beach sediments, predominantly sands
and gravel, along the Dorset coast including the Poole and Christchurch Bays shoreline,
which is initiated by wave energy and direction (a process known as longshore drift).
In general, beach sediments traverse from west to east along most of the Dorset coast;
however, it is not unusual for prolonged periods of east or southeast winds to reverse
this trend. The main areas of coastal erosion and accretion associated with Poole and
Christchurch Bays (Figure 1.2) is reflected in the topography of the embayments, with
erosion taking place along the cliff coastlines and headlands (in particular along
Christchurch Bay and Durlston Bay) and accretion associated with buried palaeo-valleys
and submarine bed-rock ridges (Halcrow Maritime, 1999). Approximately 30,000 70,000 m3/year are eroded from dominant cliff faces in the study area (SCOPAC, 2004).
Other sediment sources include those of river and sea sediments. River sediments (100
- 2000 m3/year) are mainly trapped in Poole and Christchurch Harbours, although beach
recharging using sediment from these harbours releases sediment to the coastal
system. These coastal processes are described in detail below.
Figure 1.3 illustrates the specific sediment transport processes associated with Poole
Bay, which operates as a partially enclosed sediment circulation system that exports
sediment eastward to Christchurch Bay and also south and southwest to the offshore
seabed. The low cliffs at Double Dykes present a threat of breaching, which would
result in the disconnection of Hengistbury Head from the mainland and potentially
redirecting the River Avon to flow through the breach. It is unlikely that enough
sediment would be available form local sources to seal the breach.
The main sediment input within Poole Bay has historically been from cliff erosion,
although such input has been significantly reduced and cliff input has declined from
63,000 m3pa (>0.08mm diameter) between 1887-1932 to 44,000 m3pa between 19321968 (Halcrow Maritime, 1999). Relatively little sediment is stored within the thin
beaches or seabed deposits of Poole Bay. Exceptions are the large accumulations of
Dolphin Sand (fed by Christchurch Bay) and Hook Sand and Studland Bay in the west
(SCOPAC, 2004a). A complex transport regime operates near Hook Sand and Poole
Harbour entrance, in which Hook Sand may be fed from offshore sources as well as drift
material entering Poole Harbour.
The main sediment input to Christchurch Bay is also from cliff erosion, with modern cliff
inputs in the order of 20 - 40,000m3a-1 (>0.08mm diameter) with the higher figure only
slightly less than previous supply despite cliff stabilisation at Highcliffe, Barton, and
Milford-on-Sea (SCOPAC, 2004b). Net drift along Christchurch Bay is eastward and a
number of littoral drift sub-cells are present; however, Christchurch Bay unlike Poole
Bay is not a sediment circulation system as some sediment transport takes place
between adjoining sub-cells (see Figure 1.4), i.e. into the West Solent.
The cliffs that back Christchurch Bay, such as those associated with Barton-on-Sea, are
very prone to landsliding, and are easily eroded by the sea. Measures to limit or reduce
erosion have been implemented since the mid-1880’s and take the form of cliff drainage,
seawalls and groynes (see Figure 1.5). This has increased downdrift erosion. Input of
all lithological types was 136,000 m3a-1 for 1867-1932, decreasing to 84,000 m3a-1 for
1933-68. Between 48% and 54% of all cliff input comprises sediments too fine to
remain on the beach, and which are consequently transported offshore in suspension.
Christchurch Bay cliffs are thus a major source of suspended sediments (SCOPAC,
2004b).
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Figure 1.2

Sediment Processes along the Coastline of Dorset

Map courtesy of SCOPAC, 1999 (www.scopac.org.uk).
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Figure 1.3

Poole Harbour Entrance to Hengistbury Head: Sediment Transport

Map courtesy of SCOPAC, 2004 (www.scopac.org.uk).
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Figure 1.4

Hengistbury Head to Hurst Spit: Sediment Transport

Map courtesy of SCOPAC, 2004 (www.scopac.org.uk).
Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2 SEA
Appendices - Draft Final Report

9T2052/RSEA/303576/Exet
-7-

November 2009

Figure 1.5

Barton Cliff and Groynes

Christchurch Harbour is the estuary of the Stour and Avon rivers, and as such there are
extensive mudflats and saltmarshes, although the upper parts of the estuary have been
reclaimed, which has limited the estuary volume. The estuary is ebb dominant, which
allows the estuary to be clear of sediment deposition and a maximum flow ratio is high
enough to form a plume at all stages of the tide.
Poole Harbour is controlled by a large and shallow enclosed estuary with double sandy
spits forming its mouth. Redistribution of sediments does occur in the harbour, as
erosion takes place on undefended sections on the northern side and deposition occurs
near river mouths. Regular dredging occurs of the main channel and the last capital
dredging took place between November 2005 – March 2006 (1.8 million m3 of sediment
removed). Historically, Brownsea Island has also experienced erosion on the south
shore, and as such is defended by defence structures that were installed 30 - 40 years
ago; however, these structures have now failed and are in the process of being
removed.
The bays associated with the Isle of Purbeck (Durlston, Swanage and Studland)
have been formed by the erosion of softer material, while the erosion resistant areas
have formed headlands. Durlston Head and Peveril Point are limestone, while Ballard
Point and Handfast Point is chalk. There is not much intervention along this section of
the coast, due to the resistant nature of the coastline. There are complex landslips at
Ballard Cliffs at the northern end of Swanage Bay, with groynes in Swanage Bay and
revetment in Durlston Bay. There are no strong littoral sediment drifts along this section
of coast, and beach sediments are derived from erosion material from the formation of
the bays. There is also little or no sediment exchange between the bays, and beach
volumes have decreased as sediment is transported offshore.
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1.1.6

Bathing and Shellfish Waters
Bathing water quality is assessed by standards listed in the EC Bathing Waters
Directive. The Directive was adopted by the Council of European Communities in 1975
and transposed into law for England and Wales to form Bathing Waters (Classification)
Regulations 1991. The Directive is concerned with the quality of bathing waters for the
purposes of protecting public health and requires monitoring of microbiological
parameters and a small number of physical parameters (e.g. visible oil).
There are 23 identified bathing water sites in the study area (see Figure 1.6), all of
which met the strict guideline standards of the Bathing Water Directives in 2008, having
excellent water quality with the exception of Christchurch Avon Beach and Friar`s Cliff,
which had a good water quality rating and thus meet the mandatory standards of the
Bathing Water Directive.
Designated Shellfish waters are required to meet the standards set in the EC Shellfish
Waters Directive and Shellfish Hygiene Directive. Bivalve production areas are
classified according to the level of treatment they require prior to their sale from A to C
grade, where grade A sites require no pre-treatment and grade C sites require intensive
purification. Of the five designated shellfish waters around Poole Bay, the majority were
classified as Class B in 2008, in which shellfish must undergo moderate purification by
relaying in cleaner water for varying lengths of time before marketing (FSA, 2008).

1.1.7

Surface and Ground Water Quality
Under the Water Framework Directive (WFD), good water quality status of rivers, lakes,
groundwater and coasts is to be achieved for river basin districts in the UK by 2015. For
each river basin district a River Basin Management Plan (RBMP) must be developed,
which will form the achievement of water quality protection and improvement (Articles 11
and 13). The improvement of water quality of rivers will thus have a major impact on the
quality of coastal waters for example, Bathing and Shellfish Waters.
For the South-West River Basin District, in particular the catchments that encompass
the study area, the current water quality (based on chemical data) of the associated
rivers range between moderate to high and the predicted changes by 2015 range
between moderate to good. The key rivers with current high water quality classifications
include the River Avon, upper reaches of the River Stour and lower River Piddle. The
River Frome and lower River Stour have been classified as currently having moderate
levels of water quality (see Figure 1.7). Biologically, there are a few problems with the
ecology of the watercourses, with the majority having poor to good classifications for
biology.
Groundwater systems associated with the lower Dorset Stour and lower Hampshire and
the South West Hants Barton Group have been classified as currently having good
ground water quality. The lower Frome and Piddle groundwater system has been
classified as currently having poor groundwater water quality (Environment Agency,
100026380, 2008).

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2 SEA
Appendices - Draft Final Report

9T2052/RSEA/303576/Exet
-9-

November 2009

Figure 1.6

Bathing Waters of the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
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Figure 1.7

Current Water Quality of Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2

Map courtesy of Environment Agency, 100026380, 2008.

1.1.8

Diffuse Pollution
Diffuse pollution to groundwater, surface water, and coastal water comes from many
sources which are generally very small individual sources that occur across a large
area. Thus, they are seen individually not to affect water quality, but collectively they
can have significant effects on water quality and subsequent indirect impacts on
biodiversity and human beings. Diffuse pollution can result from historic and present
day land uses and activities in both agricultural and urban areas.
Potential sources of diffuse pollution relevant to the Poole and Christchurch SMP2
include:
•
•

Faecal matter and pathogens from livestock and from overloaded and badly
connected drainage systems;
Soil particles from arable and livestock farming, upland erosion, urban areas and
construction and demolition sites;
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•
•
•
•
•
•
1.19

Nutrient run-off from agricultural land which is one of the most important sources
of nutrient enrichment of Poole Harbour and Christchurch Harbour;
Pesticides and biocides from industrial, municipal and agricultural use, poor
storage and handling, and run-off;
Organic wastes (slurries, silage liquor, surplus crops, sewage sludge and
industrial wastes) that are poorly stored or disposed of and spread to land;
Oil and hydrocarbons, car maintenance, disposal of waste oils, spills from
storage and handling, road and industrial run-off;
Chlorinated solvents from industrial areas where the use of solvents is
ubiquitous; and
Metals, including iron, acidifying pollutants and chemicals from atmospheric
deposition, abandoned mines, industrial processes etc.

Resource Use
Poole Harbour is a commercial port operation facility, and is the base port for a
commercial fishing fleet providing landing and marketing facilities for boats from
Mudeford and Swanage. There are approximately 100 boats based in the port, and
sections of the seabed are used for the cultivation of shellfish. The harbour is also
home to Europe’s largest onshore oilfield (Wytch Farm or Kimmeridge Bay Oil Field),
which is located in one of the most environmentally sensitive areas of the UK. The total
estimated recoverable reserves are 480 million barrels of Kimmeridge oil
(see Figure 1.8), of which over 90% lie in the Sherwood reservoir, making it the sixth
largest in the UK. There are no apparent effluent outputs from the operation as
discharges from the site are collected and returned to the oil bearing strata to aid
extraction (PHSG, 2006).
Figure 1.8

Kimmeridge Oil Shale

Photo adapted through courtesy of Alan Holiday.
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In addition there is a significant area of light industry in Poole Harbour at Hamworthy &
Holes Bay. The largest private sector employers in the area are Sunseeker, who
construct luxury motor craft at their factory on the side of Back Water Channel. There
are also a number of yacht clubs, several thousand moorings, and a MoD base along
the northern side of the Harbour (PHSG, 2006).
Poole is a hugely successful destination, and tourism to Poole is estimate to bring in
£170 million a year to the local economy, with Poole Harbour and the bay being popular
destinations for tourists and for recreational water activities including: yachting, water
skiing, windsurfing, kitesurfing, and wildfowling within the harbour. The seafront affords
opportunities for a range of water-based activities including bathing, surfing and fishing,
while sailing, power boating, water skiing, and windsurfing operate from Poole Harbour.
Seasonal local cruises on the paddle steamers Waverley and Balmoral operate from
Bournemouth Pier, as do regular trips by the Dorset Belles and the Shockwave speed
boat (PHSG, 2006).
Similar to Poole Harbour, Christchurch Harbour is a popular tourist and recreational
facility, and very important to the town of Christchurch in terms of its economic
contribution. It offers well developed leisure boating, windsurfing, and rowing facilities;
and Mudeford Quay is the key centre of the local sea fishing industry.

1.2

Geomorphology and Geology
The following section provides an overview of the geomorphology and geology of the
Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2, in particular the morphology and geological interest
features associated with the cliffs along the coastline.

1.2.1

Geomorphology
The geomorphology of a coast has a direct impact upon shaping of the shoreline both in
long term and short term. Changes in coastal orientation, cliff structure and surface
deposits are all fundamental in understanding material sources, sediment sinks and
general behaviour of the shoreline including an appreciation of those areas at risk.
Figure 1.9 provides an overview of the geomorphological features of Poole and
Christchurch Bay, which are descried below. For a geological description including
associated designations.
The plan shape of Poole Bay coastline is a log spiral formation, fixed by the presence of
Hengistbury Head. The headland due to erosion during the late-Holocene was much
larger and now only remains as the submerged shoal of Christchurch Ledge, extending
several kilometres further southeast. Erosion of Christchurch Bay was triggered by the
removal of the headland point, and thus Christchurch Bay is younger geologically than
Poole Bay. The remaining headland is believed to be critical to the stable configuration
of the embayments (Halcrow Maritime, 1999).
Inundation and erosion of Christchurch Bay led to the connection of a tidal channel
through the western Solent to isolate the Isle of Wright. River terrace gravels released
by eroding cliffs in Poole and Christchurch Bays drifted eastward to form a spit
extending across part of the west Solent entrance (the ancestral Hurst Castle spit). Fine
sediments were deposited and saltmarshes formed to the north east within the shelter
provided by the spit. Sediment transport along the Spit has led to deposition of shingle
and sand on the seabed close the Isle of Wright (Halcrow Maritime, 1999). The spit is a
mobile feature and is both progressively moving north-eastward and narrowing in
places.
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Figure 1.9

Geomorphology of the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2

Map courtesy of SCOPAC, 1999 (www.scopac.org.uk).
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Cliffs are the predominant geomorphological feature within the study area. From Hurst
Spit to Hengistbury Head they increase in height over a distance of 9 km to Highcliffe,
where they are about 30m high, before lowing to 20m between Hordle and Highcliffe,
and finally descending back to the sea at Mudeford Quay. Sandy sediments of
Hengistbury Head, Barton, and Hordle degrade to result in steep, relatively simple
morphological forms. The Barton Cliffs are complex, being comprised of interbedded
sands and clays and prone to major rotation failures and mudsliding (Halcrow Maritime,
1999). Christchurch Bay is dominated by a shingle / gravel beach in response to the
geological nature of the eroded cliffs and longshore drift processes.
From Hengistbury Head to Durlston Head the cliff faces are generally larger than 15m in
height. The cliffs from Hengistbury Head to Double Dykes are unprotected and exceed
30m in height. Modest rockfall failure occurs, and a major feature of these cliffs is the
ironstone nodules at Hengistbury Head. The Cliffs in Poole Bay are approximately 30m
high, with many areas of the cliff re-graded and drainage provided; engineering works
are undertaken to mitigate against spring flows and subsequent slumping. At New
Swanage, the cliffs reach over 20m high and are extensively eroded and disturbed by
slumps and gullying, which may have major impacts on structures (Halcrow Maritime,
1999). Swanage Bay is formed by the erosion of soft cliffs and, in contrast, Durlston
Bay is formed within the rocks of modest resistance and fronted by a rocky boulder
strewn shore. The beach along Poole Bay is dominated by sand, with increasing
shingle to the east.
Sand dunes along Studland Bay are a dominant feature and cover the area south of
South Haven Point and extend to Studland Village. Historically, the dunes have been
accreting in response to aeolian processes (movement and deposition of sands by wind)
up to 3 - 4 m yr-1 along the north-eastern and central part of Studland Bay, although
latest data suggests that erosion of the beach and dunes is the dominant process
occurring along the entire length of Studland Bay.
Present day salt marshes and lagoons are associated with the two harbours. Deposition
of gravels and old alluvium and silts laid down 3000 years ago formed the present day
salt marshes of Christchurch Harbour, whilst major marine transgressions associated
with Poole Harbour, converted it from a lowland moorland area into a broad lagoon or
estuary.
1.2.2

Geology
Geologically, the study area of the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2 is diverse in both
solid geology and geological designations. In terms of solid geology, the coast and sea
bed of the Poole and Christchurch embayment is formed principally of Tertiary
sedimentary sandstones and clays with some thin cover of Quaternary sediments.
Older rocks from Cretaceous and Jurassic periods form the headlands in the western
extreme of the area. The Chalk forms Holdfast Point, the Wealden Beds, Swanage Bay,
the Purbeck Beds, Peveril Point and Durlston Bay, and the Portland Limestone forms
Durlston Head (see Figure 1.10). The soils reflect the local geology, and range from
freely draining sandy loam soils, which are slightly acidic (Christchurch Bay to Poole
Bay), to slowly permeable wet loamy clay soils which are slightly acidic (Swanage Bay),
and shallow lime-rich soils over chalk or limestone (Swanage Bay and Durlston Bay).

Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2 SEA
Appendices - Draft Final Report

9T2052/RSEA/303576/Exet
- 15 -

November 2009

Geological Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) and Important Geological and
Geomorphological Sites (RIGS) in the study area are extensive and cover the majority of
cliff frontage along Christchurch Bay (and harbour), Poole Bay (and harbour), Studland
Bay, Swanage Bay, and Durlston Bay. In fact, the majority of this cliff frontage has been
selected as Geological Conservation Review (GCR) sites as they display sediments,
rocks, fossils, and other features of the landscape that make a special contribution to
understanding and appreciation of Earth science and the geological history of Britain.
Table 1.2 provides a description of the designated sites associated with the shoreline
geology of the study area, which are located Figure 1.10.
Table 1.2
Bays SMP2

Key Geological SSSIs and GCR Sites of the Poole and Christchurch

Management Unit

Geological Designation

Reason for Designation

Christchurch Bay
and Harbour

Highcliffe to
Millford Cliffs SSSI

An outstanding stratigraphic,
structural, fossil, artefact (and
biological) site of national
importance.

Hurst Castle & Lymington
River Estuary

Hurst Castle Spit is a key site for
coastal geomorphology and its a
classic shingle spit which W. V Lewis
based his seminal paper outlining the
relationship of beach alignment to the
direction of approach of, dominant
waves.

Christchurch Harbour
(which includes Hengistbury
Head GCR) SSSI

Hengistbury is a stratigraphically
important bridging exposure, linking
the Tertiary formations out-cropping
around Poole and Christchurch Bays.
Outstanding stratigraphic, fossil sites
of national importance.

Poole Bay and
Harbour

Poole Bay Cliffs
& GCR
Arne SSSI

The geological exposure is one of
only two sites yielding fossil plants
from the Dorset Pipe Clays, of lower
Eocene age. This is of considerable
significance as these deposits are
the probable fluviatile (river-lain)
facies equivalents of the marine
London clay with its world famous
flora.

Ham Common SSSI

The geological exposure is one of
only two sites yielding fossil plants
from the Dorset Pipe Clays, of lower
Eocene age. This is of considerable
significance as these deposits are
the probable fluviatile (river-lain)
facies equivalents of the marine
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London clay with its world famous
flora.
White clays of historic interest.

Whitecliff RIG

Studland Bay

Swanage Bay

Shipstal Point RIG

Geological exposure of sedimentary
cliffs for some 300 metre south of
Shipstal Point.

Redcliff Point RIG

Agglestone Grits and Corfe.

Brownsea Island RIG

Geological exposure of sedimentary
cliffs on the north shore and south
shore of Brownsea Island, and a cliff
near Pottery.
An outstanding stratigraphic,
structural (and biological) site of
national importance.

Studland Cliffs SSSI

Purbeck Ridge SSSI

An outstanding stratigraphic,
structural (and biological) site of
national importance.

Studland & Godlingston
Heaths SSSI

South Haven peninsular is a key site
for coastal geomorphology and
provides an excellent example of
progradation of a sandy beach. It is
key member of the national network
of soft coastal sites.
An outstanding stratigraphic,
structural (and biological) site of
national importance.

Studland Cliffs SSSI

Purbeck Ridge SSSI

Durlston Bay

South Dorset Coast SSSI

An outstanding stratigraphic,
structural (and biological) site of
national importance.
An outstanding stratigraphic,
structural (and biological) site of
national importance.

Although a major concern along the coastline of the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
is the increased instability of the cliffs from such causes as poor drainage management,
runoff, and failed defence works, which has left cliff sections eroded and unsafe for built
assets (see Figure 1.5). However, upgrading defence works and increasing cliff stability
may reduce exposure of the cliffs and associated geological interest features. In
addition, cliff erosion is also the main driver that maintains wildlife habitat and the natural
beauty of the coast, and the current reduced erosion rates are decreasing the quality of
the Geological SSSIs in the study area. For example, some SSSI units along the
Highcliffe SSSI and Poole Bay Cliffs SSSI are in unfavourable condition due to
inappropriate coastal management.
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Figure 1.10

Geology and Associated Designations of the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2

Key Geological SSSIs

RIGS
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1.3

The Coastal Environment
The following section provides an overview of the coastal environmental of the Poole
and Christchurch Bays SMP2 which takes into consideration coastal and flood defences,
landscape, land use (agriculture and settlement areas) and settlement activities such as
mining, dredging and recreation.

1.3.1

Coastal and Flood Defences
The Coast Protection Act 1949 provides maritime district councils with permissive
powers to carry out coastal protection works. Both the Maritime District Councils and
Environment Agency have powers to carry out defence works. Protection works are
promoted by the operating authorities where there is community benefit.
Figure 1.11 provides an overview of the locations and types of flood and coastal
defences associated with the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2. The main coastal
and flood defences are associated around the bays of Poole and Christchurch (and to
lesser a extent Swanage/Studland Bays and Brownsea Island) and include seawalls,
cliff engineering, groyne systems, gabions and beach replenishment with embankments
the main line of flood defence around the harbours of the embayments.
A small amount of rock armour along with steel piled defences front the buildings on the
eastern end of Brownsea Island. A defence structure was built along the south shore of
Brownsea Island some 30 to 40 years ago, however, indications are that these have
failed and are to be removed (T. Flux, pers. comms., 2009). The ‘defences’ at the north
east end of Poole Harbour are not formally identified as sea defence.
The defences in the study area are constantly upgraded with new defences also
regularly being built, for example, the construction of five new rock groynes between
Branksome Chine and Branksome Dene Chine and the replenishment of 450,000 cubic
metres of sand along the beaches between Shore Road and Branksome Dene Chine.
Landscape character is an important national resource that is part of our natural and
cultural inheritance, widely appreciated for its aesthetic beauty, contribution to regional
identity and sense of place. The recognition of coastal landscape values is therefore
critical to the management of coastal defence options, since the consequences of such
actions have the potential to radically change the coastal landscape.
Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) is an approach to understanding the
differences between landscapes, and can serve as a framework for decision-making that
respects local distinctiveness.
It is a way of '
unpacking' the landscape and
understanding how its distinctive elements contribute to sense of place. As such, LCA is
a useful tool for engaging stakeholders in sustainable development. Communities,
developers, farmers and land managers, landscape and planning professionals and
others all have a role in identifying the characteristics that make a particular landscape
unique, and using this understanding is essential in order to plan and manage
landscape change.
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Figure 1.11

Flood and Coastal Defences of the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2

Rock Armour and Steel Piling

Map courtesy of SCOPAC, 2004 (www.scopac.org.uk).

1.3.2

Landscape
The landscape character of the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2 is associated with
Dorset Heaths (Joint Character Area 135), New Forest (Joint Character Area 131), and
South Purbeck (Joint Character Area 136) (see Figure 1.12). These landscapes are
dominated by the key following characteristics:
•

Exposed open landscapes;

•

Undulating heath with tracts of heather, stunted pines, gorse scrub scattered
birch, pine and bog vegetation;

•

Blocks of conifers forming locally-prominent landmarks;

•

Mosaics of heathland, farmland, woodland and scrub;
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•

Sparsely populated with scattered settlements and a few small villages and
towns but the extensive conurbation of Poole-Bournemouth forms a major
influence in the south and east;

•

Fringe areas of farmland opening out to larger arable fields;

•

Flat-bottomed, open valleys with floodplain pastures and willows;

•

An outer edge of low, rolling hills with an irregular patchwork of pasture,
woodland and dense hedges marking the transition to the chalk;

•

Open, windswept Chalk cliffs and limestone plateau; and

•

High historical interests, including early settlements, medieval industrial sites.

Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) within the Poole and Christchurch Bays
SMP2 boundary includes the Dorset AONB, which covers some 44% of Dorset and
stretches from Lyme Regis in the west, along the coast to Poole Harbour in the east,
and north to Hambledon Hill near Blandford Forum. It covers over half of Poole
Harbour, including Brownsea and the smaller islands. Outside of the harbour, the
designated area ends at mean low water (see Figure 1.12).
The Dorset AONB is notable for its complex chalk, limestone and sandstone geology
and rich ecology and for its scenery. The rare remaining downland and heathland are
also highly important conservation habitats supporting a wide range of flora and fauna
with notable rarities. The AONB includes the Purbeck Heritage Coast, which has been
recognised by the award of the Council of Europe'
s Diploma for the Conservation of
Protected Landscapes (see Figure 1.12).
The AONB also contains many SSSIs, as well as several Sites of Nature Conservation
Interest (SNCI) and National Nature Reserves (NNR) (see Figure 1.12). The AONB
also contains rich prehistoric sites and field patterns, as well as the finest Iron Age fort in
Europe – Maiden Castle. Dorset AONB provides a focus for recreation for residents,
tourists and day visitors, and people from the growing conurbations like Bournemouth,
Poole, Yeovil and further afield. With 1.35 million people living within 20 miles of the
AONB boundary, pressure for recreational use is high (Dorset AONB Partnership,
2009).
1.3.3

Land Use and Settlement Activity
Areas of productive agricultural land within the study area are mainly confined to river
terrace deposits boarding the floodplains of the main rivers, which discharge into
Christchurch and Poole Bay and surrounding heathlands. This is shown in Figure 1.13,
which presents the agricultural land classification within the study area, which reflects
the suitability of land for agriculture (commensurate with the quality of the soils); Grade 1
represents excellent soil and Grade 5, very poor. The study area mainly comprises
Grades 3 to 5, although the arable lands around the main embayments of Poole and
Christchurch have large areas of very productive land (Grades 1 to 2) predominately
associated with the river terrace deposits of the River Avon and River Stour. However,
the rivers that discharge into the harbours are subject to hypernutrification from nitrates
and phosphates from agricultural sources, and as such the majority of catchments have
been designated Nitrate Vulnerable Zones (since 2002).
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Figure 1.12

Key Landscapes of the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
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Figure 1.13

Agricultural Land Classification of Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
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The main areas of settlement in the study area are associated with the extensive urban
and industrial areas of Poole and Bournemouth (see Figure 1.14). Poole has the
largest number of industrial estates in South East Dorset, including the Nuffield
Industrial estate, Mannings Heath, and the Arena Business Park. Industrial Estate sites
are in high demand, and further developments are under construction, such as the
Poole Trade Park near Tower Park and the Branksome Business centre. The National
Trust also owns numerous estates/properties in the study area, including Brownsea
Island in Poole Harbour, a nature reserve, the birthplace of the Scouting movement
(and location of the first scout camp), and Studland Beach Nature Reserve.
Figure 1.14

Settlement areas of Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2

Map courtesy of SCOPAC, 1999 (www.scopac.org.uk).
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A network of Sewage Treatment Works (STWs) serves the communities of Poole, Lytchett
Minster, and Wareham. These sites have all provided secondary treatment for many years,
and treat sewage to a high standard before discharge. Wessex Water Services Ltd run
these STWs, and is also responsible for maintaining sewers and outfalls (PHSG, 2006). In
Christchurch, sewage is carried through a network of underground pipes and pumps to the
Christchurch Wastewater Treatment Plant, where it is processed. Over 90 pumping
stations pump the sewage from low areas around the town, particularly near the Avon and
Heathcote Rivers. Five terminal pumping stations then pump all the flow to the Treatment
Plant.
Industrial activities during the twentieth centaury (including mineral workings) have led to
significant contamination of various sections of shoreline in the study area, for example the
north shore of Poole Harbour. Toxic discharges of industrial waste have left much of Holes
Bay contaminated with heavy metals, which have accumulated in the bed sediment. These
metals can then accumulate in the organisms that live within the sediment and may be
passed up the food chain, a process known as bioaccumulation. Many different metals
have been identified, but those of particular concern are: cadmium, mercury, copper and
zinc.
Dredging is a common activity, associated with the two harbours of Poole and
Christchurch, to allow for the commercial shipping activities to move freely into the
harbours. Between 2005 and 2006 around 1.8 million m3 of material was removed from the
Poole Harbour and used beneficially for beach replenishment at Poole, Bournemouth and
Swanage.
In response to the coastal processes that operate in Poole Bay, the area is often used for
surfing, and thus Europe’s first artificial reef is being installed at Boscombe, in
Bournemouth, using large sand-filled geotextile bags. The reef is being constructed as part
of the larger Boscombe Spa Village development. The reef will act as a ramp, pushing
waves upwards, doubling their size and improving their quality for surfers. As a result, the
number of good surfing days is expected to be doubled. The reef is also expected to
enhance other water sport activities on offer including kite-surfing, windsurfing, wakeboarding, kayaking, SCUBA-diving, sailing and skim-boarding.
Other activities and commerce related to the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2 have
been described in Section 1.19

1.4

Biodiversity
The study area of Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2 supports a wide range of habitats
and species. The natural areas present support a diversity of common and rare habitats
and species, bounded by a range of coastal and estuarine habitats, the biodiversity of
the study area is one of its greatest assets. The remainder of this section details
biodiversity interests within the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2, which are of
international, national, or regional and local importance.

1.4.1

International Designations
The Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild
Fauna and Flora, transposed into UK law by the Conservation (Natural Habitats)
Regulations 1994 (‘the Habitats Regulations’) has resulted in the identification of several
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) along the length of the SMP2 coastline. The
Council Directive 79/409/EEC on the conservation of wild birds (‘The Birds Directive’) is
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implemented in the UK through the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 as amended, and
provides for the identification of Special Protection Area (SPAs).
The EC Habitat Regulations apply to both SAC’s and SPA’s and strengthen the
protection afforded to sites by the Wildlife and Conservation Act of 1981, as amended,
by making illegal any damage to breeding sites or nesting places of protected species.
Any development within the meaning of the Conservation (Natural Habitats etc)
Regulations 1994 which is likely to affect an SPA or SAC will not be permitted, unless
the relevant '
competent authority' has decided, on completion of an '
appropriate
assessment'
, that there are no alternative solutions and that the development must be
carried out for imperative reasons of overriding public interest.
1.4.2

National Designations
The principal national designation of ecological importance is Site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI). English Nature designates SSSI’s as being "of special interest by
reason of flora, fauna, or geological or physiographical features (see Section 1.2.2).
SSSI’s represent areas of national importance to nature conservation in the United
Kingdom.
All public authorities along the coastline of the study area, including local planning
authorities, have a duty under the amended Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 to further
and enhance the nature conservation interests of these sites whilst carrying out their
statutory functions. This should be achieved by consulting the relevant government
nature conservation advisors (in this case English Nature) for advice on whether a
proposed licence or work to be undertaken directly for the authority is likely to harm the
SSSI interests. If the advice is not followed, the authority must provide reasons for this
in writing to the Secretary of State, and make good any damage to the site.
Table 1.3 provides a description of the national and international designations in the
study area and Figure 1.15 shows where these sites are located.
Figure 1.16 presents a summary of the environmental conditions associated with the
SSSIs in the Dorset and Hampshire County which cover the Poole and Christchurch
Bays SMP2. In general, both Dorset and Hampshire fall short of meeting the Public
Service Agreement (PSA) target to bring into favourable or recovering (target) condition
95% of the area of Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) in England by 2010.
The sites for the SMP2 are discussed in more detail in the Appropriate
Assessment.
The key activities or reasons identified by the Joint Nature Conservation Committee
(JNCC) and in this report effecting designated sites that are potentially relevant to the
Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2 (excluding agricultural related activities) are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Water quality (though predominantly a result of agricultural activities);
Recreational disturbance;
Development;
Inappropriate coastal management/coastal defence works which have had a
significant impact on coastal geological SSSIs;
Failed defences and potential impacts to freshwater and brackish habitats such
(e.g. Brownsea Lagoon, The Moors SSSI and Wareham Meadows SSSI);
Vegetation management (e.g. scrub control);
Material extraction;
Dumping and storage of materials; and Sea fisheries.
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Potential new designations which are currently being reviewed by Natural England
include the Poole Bay to Lyme Bay (SAC) site which lies off the south coast of England
off the counties of Dorset and Devon. The site comprises a mosaic of four areas
containing Annex I ‘reef’ and ‘sea cave’ habitat. The areas are described as (from east
to west):
• Studland Bay to Ringstead Bay Reefs;
• Portland Reefs;
• Lyme Bay Reefs; and
• Watcombe to Dartmouth Reefs.

Table 1.3

Designated Sites of the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2

International
Designation

Site Name
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

SAC

SPA

Ramsar

NNR

Dorset Heaths
Dorset Heaths (Purbeck & Wareham) & Studland Dunes
Isle of Wight Downs
Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs
River Avon
South Wight Maritime
Solent Maritime
St Albans Head to Durlston Head
The New Forest
Avon Valley
Dorset Heathlands
New Forest
Poole Harbour
Solent Southampton Water
Avon Valley
Dorset Heathlands
New Forest
Poole Harbour
Solent Southampton Water
Hartland Moor
Stoborough Heath
Studland and Godlingston Heath

National Designation

Site Name

SSSI

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Arne
Avon Valley (Bickton-Christchurch)
Belle Vue Quarry
Blashenwell Farm Pit
Blue Pool and Norden Heaths
Bourne Valley
Brenscombe Heath
Burton Common
Canford Heath
Christchurch Harbour
Corfe & Barrow Hills
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LNR

SMA

SNCI/SINC

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Corfe Common
Corfe Meadows
Corfe Mullen Pastures
Ham Common
Hartland Moor
Headon Warren & West High Down
Highcliffe to Millford Cliffs
Holton and Sandford Heaths
Hurst Castle & Lymington River Estuary
Luscombe Valley
Morden Bog and Hyde Heath
Moors River System
Poole Bay Cliffs
Poole Harbour
Povington and Grange Heaths
Purbeck Ridge
Purewell Meadows
Rempstone Heaths
River Avon System
River Frome
South Dorset Coast
Stoborough & Creech Heaths
Studland Cliffs
Studland & Godlingston Heaths
The Moors
The New Forest
Thrashers Heath
Town Common
Townsend
Turbay and Kinson Commons
Upton Heath
Wareham Common
Wareham Meadows
Bramksome Dene Chine
Luscombe Valley
Ham Common
Millfield Pond
Millford-on-Sea
Hengistbury Head
Stanpit Marsh
Parkstone Bay
Christchurch Bay
Poole Harbour
Poole to the Isle of Purbeck
Greenland
Fitzworth Peninsula
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Figure 1.15 Conservation Designations of the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
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Figure 1.16

Condition of SSSIs in the Dorset and Hampshire Counties
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1.4.3

Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) Habitats and Species
The 1994 UK Biodiversity Action Plan was published by the UK Government in response
to the 1992 United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity. A unique feature of the
plan is that it identifies actions to be taken by a wide range of statutory and non statutory
bodies working in partnership. Some actions are taken forward geographically by local
Biodiversity Action Plan partnerships; others on a UK-basis for particular habitats and
species; and others by bodies with particular responsibilities, such as the Forestry
Commission or Environment Agency. The spirit of the plan is very much one of
cooperation and concerted action, with partners at all levels being called upon to
participate in the development of policies and strategies for biodiversity conservation.
Key ‘priority’ habitats associated with the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2, as
identified within the UK Biodiversity Habitat Plan, include the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wet woodland
Lowland meadows
Lowland dry acid grassland
Lowland heathland
Fens
Coastal and floodplain grazing marsh
Vegetated shingle
Coastal saltmarsh
Mudflats
Sabellaria spinulosa reefs
Seagrass beds
Sheltered muddy gravels
Chalk rivers

Lowland beech and yew woodland
Lowland calcareous grassland
Purple moor grass and rush pastures
Reedbeds
Littoral and sublittoral chalk
Maritime cliff and slopes
Coastal sand dunes
Maerl beds
Mud habitats in deep water
Sabellaria alveolata reefs
Saline lagoons
Sublittoral sands and gravels

The majority of the above habitats can be seen in Figure 1.17, which displays the
various land cover classes associated with the study area.
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Figure 1.17 Land Cover Associated with the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
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The results of the last UK Biodiversity Action Plan (2005) showed that 39% of priority
habitats were declining and 22% were increasing. In addition, the report shows that
27% of species were declining and 11% were increasing. Although, overall more priority
species are showing improved trends than in 1999 and 2002, biodiversity loss is
continuing due to a wide range of activities, including:
•

Construction and development;

•

Agriculture, fisheries and forestry;

•

Industry and commerce;

•

Energy use; and

•

Transport and travel.

Key international and national protected species and notable species associated with
the above habitats of the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2 include (list is not
extensive):
International
• Otter (Lutra lutra)
• Spiny Seahorse (Hippocampus guttulatus)
• Short-snouted seahorse (H.hippocampus)
• Sand lizard (Lacerta agilis)
• Harbour porpoise (Phocoena phocoena)
• Pipistrelle bats (Pipistrellus pipistrellus)
• Nightjar (Caprimulgus europaeus)
• Little Egret (Egretta garzetta)
• Dartford Warbler (S.undata)
• Freshwater white-clawed crayfish (Austropotamobius pallipes)
• Pink Sea-fan (Eunicella verrucosa)
• Shad (allis and twaite)
• Natterjack Toad (Bufo calamita)
National
• Water vole (Arvicola terrestris)
• Great crested newt (Triturus cristatus)
• Cetti’s Warbler (Cettia cetti)
• Marsh fritillary (Eurodryas aurinia)
• Bearded Tit (Panurus biarmicus)
• Badger (Meles meles)
• Various Plant Species (e.g. Early gentian Gentianella anglica)
• Various Insect Species (e.g. Scarce Blue-tailed Damselfly Ischnura pumilo)
1.4.4

Coastal and Freshwater Fisheries
Sustainable sea fishing within the study area is managed by the Environment Agency
and Sea Fisheries District Committee (SSFDC) who monitor the fishing effort and to
keep stocks at a sustainable level through local byelaws, and National and EU
legislation enacted to protect coastal waters. The Environment Agency manages
fisheries on all freshwaters in England, which includes all freshwater rivers and streams
running into Poole and Christchurch Harbours.
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Most of the commercial fishing is carried out at sea, although within Poole Harbour,
around 35 species of adult finfish, 17 species of bivalve shellfish, and 11 species of
decapod crustaceans have been recorded in the Harbour. The conditions and
productivity of Poole Harbour are such that shellfish, eels and some fish species are
found in much greater quantities within the Harbour than on the open coast. Wet fish,
such as mullet, bass, flounder, sole and plaice are caught commercially using fixed, drift,
seine, and trawl nets, and hand lines, whilst eels are trapped using fyke nets (PHSG,
2006). The beds of Poole Harbour are leased to grow and fatten stocks of mussels,
clams, oysters and cockles, supplying fresh live shellfish to the market. In addition,
there is also a major licensed fishery for wild stocks of Manila clams and a major
unlicensed fishery for cockles inside Poole Harbour, both of which use mechanical
means to harvest the shellfish.
Traditional fishing for crabs and lobsters dominate the sea fishing industry in the study
area, although there has been considerable diversification with important trap fisheries
for whelks and cuttlefish, and set net fisheries for sole, plaice and other flatfish, bass,
mullet, and rays. Salmon netting at Mudeford and Christchurch has a history going back
more than 900 years, and at present the beach seine fishery is carried out in lower
Christchurch Harbour along the inner shore of Mudeford Sandbank. Catches consist of
salmon, sea trout and a small bycatch of bass and flounder (CHG, 2008).
The harbours of the embayments play a vital role in the life cycles of several fish
species, and are a migratory route for fish such as salmon (Salmo salar), sea trout
(Salmo trutta), sea lamprey (Petromyzon marinus), and eels (Anguilla anguilla). Salmon
and sea lamprey are protected by European legislation. Eels also run through the
harbours as juveniles to reach freshwater, where they mature before returning to the sea
as adults. The Environment Agency operate fish counters at Knapp Mill to monitor
populations of salmon and sea trout, and 1,278 salmon and sea trout passed upstream
through the counter from February 2006 to the end of January 2007. In times of low
water, the harbours are important holding areas for adult and juvenile salmon. The
harbour waters are believed to have significant breeding and nursery areas for fish, such
as bass (Dicentrarchus labrax), thicklipped mullet (Mugil labrosus), thin-lipped mullet
(Mugil capito), and pollack (Pollachius pollachius). The harbours are also important for
other fish species including bullhead, roach, dace, carp and bream (CHG, 2008; PHSG,
2006).

1.5

The Historic Environment
Archaeological remains are a finite and non-renewable resource, highly fragile and
vulnerable to damage and destruction. Buried remains need to be protected and
managed adequately and sympathetically within new development. Preservation in-situ
of archaeological features is the preferred option. In some instances, proposals for
development would so adversely affect the site or setting of a Scheduled Ancient
Monument or nationally important remains that the development will not be possible. In
other instances it might be considered sufficient, dependent upon the relative
importance of the archaeological site, to carry out a recording and make it available for
exhibition to the public.
The key archaeological assets, in particular Scheduled Ancient Monuments (SAMs) and
historic sites within the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2 study area are presented in
Figure1.18. The majority of these assets are associated with the surrounding areas of
Poole Bay and the Harbour, and the Isle of Purbeck Bays (Durlston, Swanage, and
Studland).
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Figure 1.18

The Historic Environment of the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2
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There are areas in Poole and Bournemouth that can be identified as being of especially
high archaeological potential where applications for development are particularly likely to
require an archaeological programme including:
•
•
•
•
•

Lower Hamworthy (Roman military site and port);
The Stour Valley;
Upper Hamworthy (Rockley Sands, Turlin Moor and Upton Park);
The shores and bodies of Poole Harbour including Lytchett, Holes and
Parkstone Bays; and
The Poole Bay Littoral.

There are also several hundred listed buildings in the area of Poole and Bournemouth,
whereby a building or object has been judged to be of a national architectural or historic
interest.
In addition there are also Historic Parks and Gardens including: Braxton Gardens,
Compton Acres, off Canford Cliffs Road, part of Coy Ponds on the boundary with
Bournemouth, Poole Park, Poole Cemetery and Durlston Estate.
For further
information, English Heritage maintains a register of Historic Parks and Gardens, to
make sure that the landscapes features and qualities are protected.

1.6

Community and Assets
The following section provides an overview of community characteristics, assets and
infrastructure of the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2, including the influence of
flooding on the local community.
The main areas of high population density in the study area are associated with the
coastal urban areas of Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole (Figure 1.19), with
smaller towns and fishing villages around the coastline including Swanage, Wareham,
Milford-on-Sea and Barton-on-Sea having smaller population densities. The population
density of the Bournemouth Urban Area (46 km2) is the second highest in the South
West (after Bristol), with 3,500 people living per square kilometre and 2,125 people
living per square kilometre in the Poole Urban Area (65 km2). There are also resident
populations on the islands within Poole Harbour, including Furzy and Brownsea, with the
latter having a population of around 32 during winter, which increases in summer.
There is now considerable pressure for new residential development along the SMP2
coastline, owing, in part, to the substantial inflow of retired people to the region and the
continued demand for premium waterfront properties, particularly when associated with
leisure facilities.
The main areas of social deprivation in the study area are associated with the urban
areas of Poole and Bournemouth, which are within the 20% most deprived wards across
England (Figure 1.20). The highest unemployment rate occurs in Bournemouth, with
the 12 month average claimant rate, expressed as the percentage of resident working
age population, being 1.8% which is higher than the South West’s (1.4%), while rates for
Poole are below (1.1%). All are less than the England average rate of 2.3%.
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Figure 1.19

The Social Environment of the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2

Airport
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Figure 1.20

Indices of Deprivation of the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2

Map courtesy of GOSW, 2007.

Community life expectancy in the Hampshire and Dorset County ranges from 77.9 to
81.3 (for males) and 82.1 to 85 (for females), which are all above the national average
for England. Initiatives to promote continued healthy lifestyles for the communities of
Dorset and Hampshire are a key agenda, such as the Walking the Way to Health
Initiative (WHI) from the British Heart Foundation and Natural England, which aims to
get more people walking in their local communities. This includes walks along coastal
paths and harbour trails, and is an initiative that is being endorsed by the Borough of
Poole Council.
Community assets are spread throughout the study area, although the main assets
(hospitals, schools and residential homes) are predominantly found in the urban areas of
Poole, Bournemouth and Christchurch. Transport infrastructure such as roads and
railways are shown in Figure 1.19, and include the A35, A338 primary roads, as well as
Bournemouth, Pokesdown, Christchurch, Hinton Admiral, New Milton, and Sway railway
stations, which lie on the London Waterloo to Weymouth line operated by South West
Trains. Limited connection to rural areas does exist in the study area in particular
around the Isle of Purbeck, including Durlston, Swanage, and Studland Bays.
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Bournemouth Airport located on the outskirts of Bournemouth which in 2007 handled 1.1
million passengers and was England’s 14th busiest airport.
In general, the number of community assets and properties affected by river and tidal
floods varies between years, with flooding also a risk to sub-regional transport
infrastructure such as roads and Network Rail. There are significant fluvial and tidal
flood risks in Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole, with between 2,000 to 4,000
properties in Christchurch at risk of flooding and up to 2,000 properties at risk of flooding
in Poole. Local flooding is in response to rivers in the lower reaches of the study area
being slow to react to rainfall, and this can be exacerbated by tidal events. The effect of
the chalk saturation in the upper catchment also affects fluvial flooding in the lower
catchment of the study area.
The influence of a coastal flood event on the community of Poole Harbour and
Christchurch Harbour was highlighted during the coastal flood event in March 2008
when 1:10 and 1:25 peak tides caused the following impacts:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Flooding of local businesses including Peugot garage, Sydenhams wood yard,
units in Arthur Bray’s Yard;
Flooding of roads including New Quay road, West Quay road, Longham Bridge,
Ringwood road, Millhams road and Highways;
Water levels in Holes Bay threatening electricity sub-stations and new
developments;
Water levels up to defences impacting upon Hamworthy Park;
Flooding of several properties such as those at Mudeford;
Flooding of Mobile Home Parks; and
Flooding of Brownsea Quay.

High tides at Poole Bay
Flood incident management is provided in the form of fluvial and tidal flood warnings to
properties in Christchurch, tidal flood warnings to properties in Poole. There are Major
Incident Plans containing specific arrangements for warning the public in areas
particularly susceptible to flooding in Bournemouth and Christchurch.
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1.7

Climate Change

1.7.1

Introduction
The South West Region Climate Change Impacts Scoping Study (SWCCIP, 2003)
highlights predicted changes in climate in the South West over the next 75 years,
including the following:
•

Annual average temperatures in the South West are predicted to increase by 0.5
- 1.0 ºC by the year 2020, 1.0 - 1.5 ºC by the year 2050 and 1.5 - 2.0 ºC by the
year 2080;

•

Average summer temperatures are predicted to increase by a much greater
amount. The South West could witness a temperature increase of up to 5.0 ºC
over the next 75 years; and

•

Annual average precipitation for the South West could decrease by as much as
15 per cent over the next 75 years. Winter averages could increase by as much
as 30 per cent by 2080.

The effects of climate change are highlighted in the region’s State of the Environment
Report (EA, 2006) and are summarised below:

1.7.2

•

A northward shift of natural habitats by 50-80 km per decade;

•

The drying-out of wetland habitats;

•

Reduced availability of water stocks, particularly in summer, coupled with an
increase in demand for water;

•

A sea level rise of 20 cm by 2030 would compromise freshwater habitats, sea
defences and increase the frequency of coastal flood events;

•

Increases in both the amount of winter rainfall and the intensity of storms could
increase the risk of flooding if these changes are not accounted for;

•

A longer growing season; and

•

An increase in the number of frost-free winters may significantly change land
use patterns and increase the occurrence of exotic pests and diseases, as well
as alter farming practices resulting in increased field run-off.

Scenarios
Climate change is now an accepted phenomenon and is predicted to result in significant
changes to flooding in the UK in the 21st century. This is due to changes in rainfall
patterns and increases in sea levels. Changes in rainfall patterns could result in
changes in the intensity and frequency of storm events, and the depth and duration of
seasonal rainfall. Such changes will affect catchment wetness, groundwater flows into
rivers, and peak flows in watercourses and urban drainage.
Changes in sea level could result in tide-locking of watercourses draining to the sea, as
well as coastal and tidal flooding.
The possible impacts of climate change on flood flows are still being investigated. The
recent Office of Science and Technology Foresight report described sets of factors by
which flood risk is expected to increase in the next 50 years, based on likely changes to
the world economy and subsequent changes expected to greenhouse gas emissions.
Those factors for the South West region of England are some of the highest in the UK.
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Recent research has been completed by Defra and the Environment Agency into the
impact of the latest climate change scenarios on flood flows in river catchments
(UKCIP02, the UK Government Climate Impacts Programme, 2002). This has indicated
the significant seasonal variation that is predicted for the UK in the 2080s. The increase
in daily precipitation for the South West region is shown to be of the order of 10% to
25% during the winter season.
Additionally, there are indications that climate change will result in drier summers. The
report indicates a reduction in daily summer rainfall amounts of the order of 10 to 50%,
combined with more intense, stormier rainfall events (e.g. thunderstorms). These will be
problematic for certain areas in the study having steep topography such as the upper
River Frome and this is likely to exacerbate localised flooding problems of surface water
drainage systems and the sewerage network. In addition, the problem of roads and
property flooding occurring from field run-off is likely to worsen due to the lack of
permeability of very dry soils.
The latest guidance given by Defra in FCDPAG4 “Flood and Coastal Defence Project
Appraisal Guidance, Approaches to Risk” suggests dealing with climate change by
increasing the magnitude of peak flows by up to 20%. This level of increase in flows will
define the high extreme forecast for the future situation.
Also, the climate change effects for sea level rise would increase the existing risks from
tidal flooding, as well as tidally-related fluvial problems. Defra currently recommend
adopting 6mm per year for scheme appraisal (FCDPAG4: Economic Appraisal, 1999).
The UKCIP02 report (2002) gives a range of sea level rise to 2080 of between 16cm
and 76cm for the low and high emissions scenarios. Across the 110 year period that is
considered in the report these represent average increases of 1.5mm and 6.9mm per
year respectively, although it is likely that the sea level rise will accelerate towards the
end of the period as the oceans expand. Absolute values of the estimated sea level rise
to 2080 have been projected for the South West, and these are presented in Table 1.4.
The range of climate change impacts to peak river flows and potential sea level
increases to be considered for the Poole and Christchurch Bays SMP2 are detailed in
Table 1.4.
Table 1.4

Impact of Cliamate Change on River Flows and Sea Level (2080)

Impact of Change

Peak River Flow

Sea Level Rise

+6%

+160mm

+12.5%

+460mm

+20%

+760mm

Low
Median
High
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58
Photo
Photo not as captioned. Beach west of Durdle Dor
59
Q4.1
Add Deterioration of habitats and associated species due
to accumulation of fine sediment in Poole Bay
introduced through successive beach replenishments
77

Q7.1

DEFRA/MFA

Dorset Wildlife Trust
We note that the map does not include Sites of Nature
Conservation Interest (SNCIs). The boundaries of these
Local Wildlife Sites are available from Dorset
Environmental Records Centre and include substantial
Fig 3.15 &
areas of coastal habitat from Sandbanks, Bournemouth
new para
Cliffs to Mudeford. In contrast, Fig 3.10 on p.34 includes
45-46 needed
RIGS, the Local Geological Sites. Both SNCIs and RIGS
before
are covered by Defra Guidance on Local Sites, and by
3.7.8
PPS9 Paragraph 9 which states that they “have a
fundamental role to play in meeting overall national
biodiversity targets ”. A section on Local biodiversity
designations is needed, to follow that on national
designations.
DWT is a partner (with the Maritime & Coastguard
Agency and Channel Coast Observatory) in a project to
map the Dorset Seabed (titled DORIS). It does not cover
this whole area but there is a small part between
New para
Durlston and Studland and the data would we imagine
needed
48
be extremely useful to the SMP process. Remote
(before
sensing data is currently being analysed and this
3.7.13?)
summer a ground truthing biological survey is being
carried out with the aim of producing a biotope map of
the seabed. For further information please contact Peter
Tinsley ptinsley@dorsetwildlife.co.uk.
To the list for biodiversity we’d add:
· Lack of suitable places for replacement habitats to be
created as sea level rises
·Changes in land use due to changes in crops or
development pressures – either directly affecting wildlife
58
4.4.1
habitats or by indirect effects from adjacent land
· Increase in extreme weather events causing increased
erosion, drought, flash flooding
Changes in weather patterns affecting water availability
for wildlife
‘Implications’ column should refer to Biodiversity Action
Plan priority habitats and species, as well as to
designated habitats and protected species. Public
bodies have a duty under Section 40(1) of the Natural
Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 to have
62
Table 5.2 Biodiversity
regard to the purpose of conserving biodiversity.
Biodiversity South West recently published guidance for
public authorities on marine, coastal and estuarine
biodiversity in South West which will be useful.
http://www.biodiversitysouthwest.org.uk/docs/WorkingFo
rMarineWildlife.pdf
As above this should refer to Biodiversity Action Plan
75
Table 6.3 k
priority habitats and species as well as those sites and
species listed.
Mike Goater
Suggest reference point is changed to Ballard Point
3
Fig 1.1
rather than Penfield Cove which does not appear on
O.S. sheet
I think Swan Brook should be included here in view of
6
2.2.4
flood risk
Amend to read Frome and Piddle Catchment Flood
15
Management Plan
I do not think it is reasonable to say the SSSI's are in
unfavourable condition because of inappropriate coastal
defences when the SSSI designation was post the
17
3.3.7
last
defences. It could be argued that the SSSI designation
was inappropriate in view of the existance of the
defences
I don't think the coastal frontage is well developed at
17
3.3.7
Durlston Bay.
20
3.4.8
2
Not only the Dorset coast

Name

Date

SC Response
Noted on previous commnets
Need to consider

Can be done if considered
necessary.

Include on figure 3.15

Talk to Travis at CCO regarding
this data

Add to the list

Action comment

Action comment

Agree make change
Agree make change
Agree make change

Vaild point. CSG to comment

Agree
Should also be Hampshire coast

Name

Date
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20
3.4.7
1
ditto
How can Hook Sands be feed by material entering
20
3.4.11
last
Poole Harbour
This section on Christchurch Bay follows the section on
Poole Bay. The initial part of this document goes from
20
3.4.12
east to west and I think a consistane method should be
adopted.
As above, going east to west it should read "Studland,
24
3.4.16
1
Swanage and Durlston"
General comment. I think this section is very confused
24
3.4.16
and has combined three bays with very different
characters, I think its sub dividing.
I do not understand most "having poor to good
25
3.4.21
last
classification" or is this part of 3.4.22 below?
I was not aware that Wytch farm is also called
28
3.4.25
Kimmeridge Bay Oil Field. Is this correct?
I find the un-numbered sub-headings rather confusing. I
would have thought it would be useful to have them
3.5 etsec
numbered so they can appear in the index. Why have a
section on "Geomorphology and Geology" followed by
sub-heading "Geomorphology and Geology"
Inundation and erosion was not to isolate the IOW. It
3.5.4
was an effect not a goal!
Should be Handfast but this sentaence does not
3.5.9
6
grammatically make sense
33
3.5.11
First sentence does not make sense.
7
Remove "and"
see comment re page 17
35
3.6.2
Include the legal proves of the EA - under which Act?
Needs updating re Swanage & Bronsea and around
36
fig 3.11
harbour
I found this difficult to understand with reference to the
45
Fig 3.15
key
and this almost impossible (but reading paper copy 47
Fig 3.17
might be ok on screen)
I think you should put a reference date in the text I know
51
3.9.3
it is on figure but I think it needs it in text as well.

Name

Date

SC Response
Should also be Hampshire coast
needs to be checked

Agree

Agree
CSG to comment
Check and make clear
Needs to be checked

Any CSG comment

Noted and amend
Change and amend
Agree
Amend
Change and amend
Change and amend
Check and make clear

Name

Date

