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Non-Technical Summary
Introduction
Man-made changes, notably coastal defences, have had a significant impact on the
present morphology of Poole Bay and Poole Harbour. This has resulted in erosion
in other areas along the coast. In combination with the effects of rising sea levels,
this has led to the possibility of the failure of existing flood defences. The aim of
this Strategy is therefore to determine a more sustainable way to develop coastal
and flood management options, which takes into account the outstanding natural
environment of this coast as well as the need to sustain the human and built
environment.
The Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Report is an integral part of the
Strategy. The preliminary stage of the SEA is to prepare a baseline and objectives,
of which this is a non-technical summary. The baseline:
•

details the existing environmental conditions present within the Strategy study
area (Figure 1);

•

lists the key concerns of stakeholders; and

•

defines environmental objectives for each component of the environment.

The next stage in the Poole Bay and Harbour Strategy is to develop a long list of
strategic options. These will be assessed by the Project Team and Steering Group
in terms of their technical feasibility, environmental acceptability, economic
viability and consequences in order to develop a short list of site strategic options.
The short list of options will be issued to all consultees for comment and appraised
against the objectives identified in the SEA, as well as for their technical and
economic viability.

Existing Environment
The strategy study area is situated on the south coast of England, encompassing
the coastal frontage between Durlston Head and Hengistbury Head (Poole Bay)
and the environs of Poole Harbour within the County of Dorset.
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The Poole Bay study area falls within two Maritime Natural Areas, the Solent and
Poole Bay (109) and the South Dorset Coast (110). The Natural Area extends
inland to all habitats with a coastal influence and offshore to the 12 mile territorial
limit. Poole Bay and Harbour are composed of a suite of habitats, including
terrestrial, semi-aquatic, freshwater/mildly brackish and marine all combining to
form a stretch of open coast of great variety.
The Dorset coast contains many sites of international importance and national
nature conservation, geological and landscape importance. This is reflected in the
high proportion of shoreline with statutory and non-statutory designation. There
are twelve sites designated under international conventions and European
Directives within the study area. These include the only natural World Heritage
site in mainland Britain, designated for its near-continuous sequence of Triassic,
Jurassic and Cretaceous rock exposures together with outstanding
geomorphological features and fossil sites.
There are three Biogenetic reserves in the study area, which are Arne, Hartland
Moor and Studland Heath. These reserves support a variety of heathland habitats
and form part of a European network of reserves to conserve representative
examples of European flora, fauna and natural areas. There are two Wetlands of
International Importance (Ramsar sites), four candidate Special Areas of
Conservation (cSAC) and two Special Protection Areas (SPAs) for birds. There is a
legal duty on the UK government to protect the integrity of both designated and
proposed cSACs and SPAs (together termed European sites).
Dorset Heaths is a designated Ramsar site, SPA and cSAC, which is internationally
important because it supports particularly good examples of wet heathland habitat,
assemblages of rare plants and animals, species richness and high ecological
diversity of the mire communities and their transition zones. It includes nine
features of European interest for nature conservation as well as supporting
nationally important breeding populations of three species of bird listed on Annex
1 of the Birds Directive.
Poole Harbour is a designated SPA, as the range of habitats present supports
internationally important assemblage of breeding, passage and wintering birds.
Poole Harbour is also is also listed as a Ramsar site for its internationally important
wetland status.
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Dorset Heaths (Purbeck and Wareham) and Studland Dunes is a cSAC as it
includes 16 features of European interest for nature conservation with a high
diversity of habitats and species of European importance, especially heathland,
sand dune and wetland communities and transitional zones between them.
Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs is a cSAC as it includes two features of
European interest for nature conservation, namely vegetated sea cliffs and early
gentian.
St Albans to Durlston Head has been forwarded to the European Commission as a
candidate SAC as it includes three features of European interest for nature
conservation, namely chalk-rich dry grassland and vegetated sea cliffs.
Within the study area there are ten sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI),
designated for their key coastal geomorphology, geology and ecology, especially
chalk and acid grasslands, cliff-top grassland, wet meadow, grazing marsh habitats
and expanses of varied heathland and saltmarsh with characteristic rare fauna
species.
Four National Nature Reserves (NNRs) lie within the study area: Arne Reedbeds,
Holton Heath, Hartland Moor and Studland and Godlingston Heaths. These sites
support a range of important habitats with heathland, bog, sand dunes, reedbed
and saltmarsh including rare acidic dune heath, as well as a number of rare plant
and animal species.
Poole Harbour and the seas around the Isle of Purbeck are also designated a
Sensitive Marine Area (a non-statutory designation) for its varied marine benthic
fauna, which includes maerl beds.
There are three Regionally Important Geological and Geomorphological Sites
(RIGS), currently the most important places for geology and geomorphology
outside statutorily protected land such as SSSIs. Also 15 Sites of Nature
Conservation Interest (SNCIs) and four Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) are
situated within the study area.
A biodiversity strategy for Dorset and The Biodiversity Action Plan for the Isle of
Purbeck identify priority habitats along the coastline and marine waters. Those
relevant to this study are lowland heaths and associated habitats, lowland wet
grassland, calcareous grassland, maritime cliff and slope, coastal sand dunes, littoral
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chalk, coastal saltmarsh, reedbeds, mudflats, rivers, sheltered muddy gravels,
seagrass beds, sabellaria reefs, tidal rapids, sublittoral chalk, saline lagoons, mud in
deep water, maerl beds and sublittoral sands and gravels.
Key issues in relation to nature conservation and coastal management include the
loss of coastal and estuarine habitats as a result of sea level rise, thus reducing the
intertidal or fringing natural shoreline habitats (‘coastal squeeze’). Meeting the
requirements of national and international legislation and DEFRA’s High Level
Targets to ensure no net loss is likely to entail re-creating salt marsh, for example
by the landward realignment of defences. Hence, some grazing marsh and other
freshwater habitats, which are presently defended by sea walls, may become
intertidal in future and may need to be replaced with habitat elsewhere.
A number of landfill sites and other areas of possible contamination have been
identified near the coast of the study area. Any flood management options
identified need to address these potential constraints in a cost effective and
environmentally sensitive manner that protects water quality. Options to be
considered are likely to include protecting contaminated sites from flooding in situ
or removal of contamination elsewhere.
Commercial fishing takes place throughout the year along the coastal waters of the
Strategy area. Trawl fishing occurs along the coastline, with a number of
important sites for fisheries. Poole Harbour is particularly important for shellfish
where they form a regulated ‘several fishery’ administered by the Southern Sea
Fisheries Committee. It also contains a number of designated nursery areas.
Classification zones have been identified for bivalve mollusc production areas
identified under the Food Safety (Fishery Products and Live Shellfish) (Hygiene)
Regulations 1998 with effect from 1 September 2001. Poole Bay from Hengistbury
Head to Handfast Point and the majority of Poole Harbour as far as Lytchett Bay
is a Class B shell fishery. The remainder of the harbour, as far as Keysworth Point,
is classified Class C. The protection of water quality is important to meet these
classifications and objectives.
The Strategy area contains a number of archaeological sites relating to the Roman,
medieval, post-medieval, Iron Age, Bronze Age and industrial periods. English
Heritage has identified Poole Harbour as one of the most important areas for
coastal archaeology in England as it contains evidence of submerged landscapes
occupied by man over several millennia. There are some 512 archaeological sites
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listed in Dorset, of which 168 have been designated as Scheduled Monuments
(SMs), and a number lie close to the study area coast. The most significant
monument in terms of coastal protection is Hengistbury Head, which contains
evidence of Mesolithic, Neolithic, Bronze Age and Roman occupation together
with a large Iron Age fortification known as Double Dykes. The Head has eroded
significantly in the last 2,000 years, especially since the nineteenth century, and
both archaeological and recreational resources are liable to be lost in future.
There are a number of listed buildings and Conservation Areas in the Strategy area,
mainly in Poole, Bournemouth, Swanage and Studland. There are also two areas
that have been designated by English Nature as Historic Parks and Gardens under
the National Heritage Act 1983. A number of known wrecks and potential wreck
sites lie offshore and around the coast.
Wytch farm oil field is situated along the southern shore of Poole Harbour and
contains 10 well sites. Oil is pumped from these well sites through underground
pipelines to the gathering station at Goathorn for processing. A 56 mile long
Purbeck to Southampton oil pipeline route carries crude oil from the gathering
station to BP's Hamble terminal on Southampton water. There are a number of
well sites on the southern side of Poole Harbour and two are situated on Furzey
Island.
The mineral Ball Clay is an important mineral resource found within close
proximity to Poole Harbour. The only permitted operations are at the northern tip
of the Arne Peninsula and at Bestwall/Swineham.
The approach to Poole Harbour is dredged to maintain safe navigation access.
Dredged material has been used in beach recharge schemes for coastal defence, for
example on Bournemouth beaches during 1989/1990.
Road and rail links to the study area are well developed. Large numbers of
shipping and ferry services use Poole Harbour and the shipping channel that
extends out into Poole Bay.
There are four designated main rivers in the study area. These are the Corfe,
Frome, Piddle and Sherford Rivers. Both the Piddle and Sherford River are
graded A (Very Good) for their Chemical and Biological GQA. Corfe River is
graded C (Fairly Good) and A respectively. The River Frome remains unclassified.
Routine water quality data are collected from Poole Harbour to assess compliance
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with the EC Shellfish Waters Directive. Three sites are assessed against standards
given in the Directive.
The EC Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive has brought about a reduction of
nutrients input from the land. This includes the increased treatment of sewage
effluent and the protection of waters against pollution caused by nitrates from
agricultural sources.
The EC Bathing Waters Directive has designated 10 bathing waters within the
study area. There are also 7 beaches that have been awarded the Blue Flag for
their water quality and amenity value.
A well-established and regularly-tested oil spill contingency plan is maintained
which includes shoreline manuals, environmental sensitivity maps of Poole
Harbour and clean-up plans backed up by £1 million of anti-pollution equipment.
There are 51 discharge consents within the Poole Bay study area, the majority of
which are for sewage discharges.
A large part of the Strategy area is considered to be of national landscape
importance and has been designated as an area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB). The Purbeck coast has also been designated a Heritage Coast. Two
Landscape Character Areas are relevant to the study, the Dorset Heaths and South
Purbeck.
The main land uses within the study area include commercial ship traffic, ferries,
agriculture, tourism, leisure and recreation and localised industry with fishing along
the coast. The south of the study area is mainly agricultural in character whilst the
north is largely urbanised. Agricultural land has been classified by DEFRA into
five grades. There is little high grade agricultural land in the study area with most
agricultural land being of grades 3 and 4. Around Poole Harbour, Holton Heath
and Arne peninsula are Grade 5.
There are a number of conservation land holdings within the Strategy site. The
National Trust has three sites within the study area, namely Brownsea Island,
Studland and Ballard Down. The Wareham Royalty manages the beds of Rivers
Frome and Piddle, together with adjoining water meadows.
The main settlements within the study area are Poole and Bournemouth with
Swanage to their south. The study area also has a number of small coastal villages
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and hamlets along the coast, with a large industrial estate to the north of the
harbour. Dorset’s population has grown mainly around the principal settlements
of Bournemouth and Poole which are the industrial and commercial centres for
the County.
Tourism is a major industry in Bournemouth and Poole worth an estimated £470
million a year to the economy. Over 20,000 jobs are attributable to the industry in
Bournemouth alone. There are a wide variety of water sports undertaken within
the study area with facilities dotted throughout the coast and harbour.
Considerable numbers of mooring facilities are also found within the site. Access
to the beach and coastal areas for recreation is also an important factor.

Planning and Legislation
The concept of integrated coastal zone management (ICZM) is being actively
promoted at the International Level through various Conventions and initiatives.
European Union policy has become crucial to coastal decision-making and
planning. The EU Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds (the Birds
Directive) and the Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild
Flora and Fauna (the Habitats Directive) give statutory protection on designated
areas (SPAs and SACs). The SPAs and SACs form part of the Natura 2000
Network. The Habitats Directive provides for strict control over any plan or
project with a direct or indirect impact on designated SPAs and SACs.
National Government has recently initiated a number of reports and working
groups that are relevant to this Study. These include the Environment Agency
Vision Themes, which identified nine key ‘themes’ through which it will work for a
more sustainable future; DEFRA High Level Targets for flood and coastal
defence; and the UK Biodiversity Action Plan.
Regional Statutory planning policies for the Strategy area are covered by The
Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole Structure Plan and The Bournemouth, Dorset
and Poole Minerals and Waste Local Plan (currently in preparation).
Regional non-statutory plans include the Shoreline Management Plan, Dorset
Coast Strategy, Natural Area Profiles, Dorset Biodiversity Strategy, and Local
Biodiversity Action Plan for Purbeck and Geological Conservation Strategy for
Dorset.
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The Statutory local government plans for the site are the Purbeck District Local
Plan, Poole Local Plan and Bournemouth District Wide Local Plan.
There are also many non-statutory local plans prepared for Dorset, many of which
have similar objectives, policies and strategies in place with common themes.

Consultation
The consultation process forms an integral part of the Strategic Environmental
Assessment. It allows stakeholders to partake in the decision making process and
to define the environmental objectives for the study area.
In November 2001, an initial consultation document was sent to statutory and
non-statutory parties describing the Strategy Study. The main issues identified by
consultees as being of concern include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Understanding of natural processes
Effects of sea level rise and climate change
The need to monitor process behaviour
Landscape damage and environmental loss
Integration and conflict with other management plans in the coastal areas
The maintenance of natural coastal defences
Beach and cliff erosion

Environmental Objectives
In order to evaluate the environmental impact of a policy, plan, strategy, or
programme, a Strategic Environmental Assessment establishes environmental
objectives at the strategic level. In developing these objectives, it is important that
any environmental regulations, good practice procedures, and environmental
constraints are fully integrated. This way, sustainable flood management options
can be developed and evaluated.
A series of environmental objectives have been put forward for the Poole Bay
study area to assist in the preparation of the strategic options and to present
criteria against which the options can be tested. The objectives have been
presented in two tables:
•

A statement of general objectives and some of their implications in terms
of specific sites and management policies (Table 5.1); and
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•

A table of objectives which specifically apply to individual management
units (Table 5.2).

In formulating the objectives, account has been taken of the recommended
policies in the following documents:
•
•
•

Shoreline Management Plan (SMP) (Halcrow 1999);
UK and international conservation regulations and objectives; and
Structure, Local and non-statutory Plans.

Within the objectives, a distinction has been made between those that arise from
legal obligations, including the Habitat Regulations and the Water Resources Act,
(shown in bold italics) and other objectives which do not represent legal
obligations. Underlining identifies where there may be a conflict between an
objective, or the implications of an objective.
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1

Introduction

1.1

General
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is the formalised, systematic process of
evaluating the environmental impact of a policy, plan, strategy or programme. It
provides an environmental overview and establishes environmental objectives at
the strategic level.
This Baseline Strategic Environmental Assessment comprises:
•

•
•
•

A description of the baseline environment, concentrating on aspects of
the environment that are relevant to, or may be affected by, coastal
protection and flood defence plans (Section 2).
A summary of relevant planning policies affecting the coastal zone
(Section 3).
Consultation with relevant statutory bodies and other organisations with
an interest in the coastal zone (Section 4).
Establishing specific environmental objectives that the adopted coastal
management strategy should aim to fulfil (Section 5).

The next phase of the SEA will be to undertake:
•
•
•
•

1.2

Appraisal of specific strategy options, to evaluate the types of
environmental impacts and benefits that they will generate.
Recommendation of the most acceptable strategy option(s).
Conclusions as to the positive and negative environmental implications of
the proposed option.
Identification of environmental issues that need to be addressed (for
example, generic mitigation measures) as part of the implementation of
the preferred option.

Approach
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) follows a similar approach to projectlevel environmental assessment, but differs from it in that it is a high level
overview setting broad objectives and identifying generic approaches.
Consultation is undertaken with the aim of agreeing the objectives with a wide
variety of stakeholders, and ensuring that the strategy is environmentally
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sustainable. The information necessary to complete a project level environmental
assessment, such as engineering scheme design details, is not available at this stage.
However, the SEA fulfils an important role in ensuring that the agreed strategy is,
at least in outline, environmentally acceptable. By identifying and considering the
most important environmental issues at this stage, it is intended to prevent a
situation in which detailed schemes are developed that subsequently have to be
rejected or fundamentally re-designed to comply with legislation or other
environmental requirements. By identifying strategic level issues that can be
carried through to several projects or schemes, SEA also aims to minimise
duplication of work later on. Hence, SEA occupies a central position in a
hierarchy of studies, between shoreline management planning on the one hand and
project environmental assessment on the other.

1.3

Objectives
The specific objectives of this Strategic Environmental Assessment are:
•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Identification of nature conservation assets that may be lost or
significantly affected by erosion or flooding, and an initial estimate to
quantify the habitat changes expected;
Identification of archaeological or other cultural heritage sites that may be
affected by erosion or flooding, and recommendation of measures for
recording them;
Identification of any other environmental assets, including those relating
to recreation and tourism, that may be affected by erosion or flooding;
Development of environmental objectives for each unit of the frontage, to
be used in developing and appraising strategy options;
Review of Shoreline Management Plan policies, in relation to
environmental assets, and identification of specific strategy options;
Identification of legal issues and other constraints relating to strategy
options (including the "do nothing" option);
Contributing to the development of preferred strategic options for each
unit of the frontage;
Identification of significant environmental issues that are expected to arise
in relation to the development of individual coastal defence or flood
protection schemes, including recommending approaches to their
assessment and mitigation.
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2

Existing Environment

2.1

Sources of Information
Information on baseline conditions has been obtained from:
•
•
•
•

2.2

previous reports on the study area;
site visits;
correspondence and meetings with consultees;
statutory policies, plans and citations relating to environmental designations.

Location and Character
The strategy study area is situated on the south coast of England, encompassing
the coastal frontage between Durlston Head and Hengistbury Head (Poole Bay)
and the environs of Poole Harbour within the County of Dorset. Figure 1 shows
the study area divided in to Process and Management Units used in the Shoreline
Management Plan for Poole and Christchurch Bays.

2.3

Geology and Geomorphology

2.3.1

Geology
Geology has had an important role in shaping the coastline of the study area.
Most of the Poole Bay coast and seabed is formed of sediment and Tertiary rocks,
with older Cretaceous strata in the west of the Study Area. In late Pleistocene
times, sea level was up to 120m lower than at present and the chalk ridge was
continuous between Purbeck and the Isle of Wight. The Rivers Frome and Piddle
flowed through what is now Poole Harbour into the former Solent River, which
discharged to the English Channel south or east of what is now the Isle of Wight.
Poole Bay was formed by the erosion of soft Tertiary strata in the Solent basin
following the breach of the chalk ridge as sea level rose.
Swanage Bay, Durlston Head, Ballard Down, Handfast Point and Studland Bay are
characterised by undulating cliffs (attributable to a chalk monocline). Studland Bay
and the southern half of Swanage Bay are generally low lying. However between
Peveril Point and Durlston Head, Handfast Point and the northern half of
Swanage Bay the backshore is characterised by steep cliffs developed in Cretaceous
upper chalk. Swanage Bay and Durlston Bay formed in the Wealden beds
comprising sandstones, grit marls and clays.
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Outcrops of the Reading beds, London clay and Bagshot beds occur to the north.
North of Studland village to the east of Sandbanks the coastline is composed of
windblown sand of recent origin, whilst the Bournemouth conurbation comprises
cliffs of material of the Bagshot beds of the Hampshire basin interspersed with
plateau gravel and wind blown sands. There are isolated areas of the Bracklesham
beds and Hengistbury Head is an ironstone headland. Towards Hengistbury Head
and Christchurch Harbour valley gravels and alluvium are present, with Poole
Harbour also dominated by alluvium.
The geology of the Dorset and East Devon coast is internationally significant and
has led to its designation as the Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site (Section 2.4.2).
2.3.2

Geomorphology
The three embayments at the western end of the study area are formed from a
series of unconformable rocks of Jurassic, Cretaceous and Tertiary age running in
an east-west alignment. Durlston Bay is fronted by cliffs formed of moderately
resistant rocks and has a boulder-strewn shore. By contrast, Swanage Bay is
formed by the erosion of soft rock cliffs (Greensand and Gault Clay in the north
and Wealden Clay in most of the Bay), and is fronted by a sand-shingle beach.
Handfast Point, between Swanage Bay and Studland Bay, is a chalk outcrop
belonging to same formation as the Needles on the Isle of Wight. It represents a
significant barrier to longshore transport and separates the erosional conditions of
Swanage Bay from the predominantly accretional environment of Studland Bay.
Studland Bay is fronted by a series of sand dunes, which have accreted over the
last 400 years. Whilst the north-eastern and central part of the dunes are
continuing to accrete at rates of up to 3-4 m/year, the southern end has eroded in
recent years.
Poole Harbour is a partly submerged river valley system, as a result of sea level rise
in the last 8,500 years, isostatic readjustment and slow local subsidence. A low
bluff or cliffs above the present shoreline around the Harbour show the position
of the maximum marine transgression reached about 6000 years ago. The islands
within the Harbour are former knolls within what was a low moorland area. Sand
spits have formed north and south of the harbour mouth, which is maintained by
tidal and fluvial currents. There has been extensive land claim around the harbour
which has reduced its area at high tide by some 20%, associated mainly with
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agriculture but also with port development and urbanisation on the northern
shore.
Between Sandbanks and Hengistbury Head, the coast is formed by soft cliffs
formed from sands and river gravels. These are erodible and if unconstrained
would continue to erode as Poole Bay evolves towards an equilibrium shape. This
section of coast is urbanised along its length and the coast has been defended with
a series of engineering works, including walls, promenades and groynes.
Hengistbury Head, at the eastern end of the study area, is a feature of major
environmental interest, which has undergone significant erosion. Archaeological
evidence suggests that the Head has reduced in size very significantly over the last
2000 years since the Iron Age Double Dykes fortification was constructed
(Middlesex Polytechnic, 1987). Erosion is believed to have accelerated in the 19th
century as a result of mining ironstone from the soft cliffs, which formerly
provided a natural defence. Over the last 200 years the coastline of the Head has
retreated some 100m northwards and Warren Hill has been reduced to about half
its former area. Examination of old Ordnance Survey maps and aerial
photographs indicates that the recent rate of retreat is about 1 to 2 m per year.
However, the construction of Hengistbury long groyne has led to beach accretion
and sand dune formation on the south west corner of the Head, which has
stabilised this area and protected it from wave attack. The currently most
vulnerable part of the Head to erosion is thought to be in the area of Double
Dykes.
Hengistbury Head plays a key role in the overall morphology of Poole Bay, firstly
by forming the southern side of Christchurch Harbour and protecting the town of
Christchurch, and secondly by acting as a hard point which separates the Bay from
Christchurch Bay to the east. In the absence of the Head, it is likely that the coast
from Durlston Head to Hurst Spit would evolve into a single bay with its head
inland of the present position of Christchurch.
2.3.3

Tides and Currents
Longshore drift in the study area is predominantly from west to east.
Because of Poole Bay’s central position within the English Channel, the tidal range
is modest. At mean spring tides the range at Bournemouth is from 0.6m OD
(high) to –1.1m OD (low), whilst at mean neap tides it is 0.2m (high) to –0.4m
(low). Within Poole Harbour, the tidal range is similar but water levels are some
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0.3m higher at Poole North Haven and are significantly affected by wind direction
and barometric pressure effects.
Tidal currents in the Bay have been shown to be low, typically less than 0.3m/s.
Near the Poole Harbour entrance flows are significantly influenced by discharges
from the harbour. Tidal flows within Poole Harbour are also generally low, but
strongest around the entrance (up to 2m/s) (Halcrow 1999).

2.4

Ecology and Nature Conservation
Information on the ecology of the study area is based on information from:
•
•
•
•
•

2.4.1

English Nature Natural Area profiles;
Citations and other environmental data provided by English Nature;
Discussions with English Nature and the Dorset Wildlife Trust;
Fisheries survey information provided by the Southern Sea Fisheries
Committee and the Environment Agency;
JNCC Coastal Directory Region 9: Southern England

General Description
The Poole Bay study area falls within two Maritime Natural Areas, the Solent and
Poole Bay (109) and the South Dorset Coast (110). The Natural Area extends
inland to all habitats with a coastal influence and offshore to the 12 mile territorial
limit. Further details of the Natural Areas are given in Section 2.4.10.
Significant features of nature conservation importance within the study area are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Coastal sand dunes
Coastal saltmarsh
Coastal vegetated shingle
Earth heritage
Inshore sublittoral rock
Littoral and sublittoral chalk
Maritime cliff and slopes
Reedbeds
Saline lagoons

Poole Bay and Harbour are composed of a suite of habitats, including terrestrial,
semi-aquatic, freshwater/mildly brackish and marine all combining to form a
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stretch of open coast of great variety.
provided in Section 2.4.6.
2.4.2

Further details of these habitats are

Nature Conservation Designations
In recognition of their wildlife, geology and landscape importance, many parts of
the UK coastline have been designated as conservation areas, or otherwise
identified under a variety of domestic and international regulations, both statutory
and non-statutory. Some are designated specifically for nature conservation, whilst
others are designated for geology landscape, amenity and other purposes, and it is
common for several designations to overlap.
The protection of the natural environment in the UK currently depends on a
mixture of statutory designations and other legislation/regulations as well as
voluntary management agreements. Much of the current approach to conservation
in Britain is site-based, but coastal environments need a wider approach for their
future safeguard. Land-use on environmentally sensitive areas of the coast is
controlled by a great variety of designation types, which are based upon
international, national and more recently, European legislation.
The Dorset coast contains many sites of international and national nature
conservation, geological and landscape importance. This is reflected in the high
proportion of shoreline with statutory and non-statutory designations.
Table 2.1 provides definitions of the main nature conservation designations within
the study area and briefly summarises the characteristics of the designated sites, the
extent of which is shown on Figures 2 (international sites) and 3 (national and local
sites).

2.4.3

International Sites of Nature Conservation Interest
There are twelve sites designated under international conventions and European
Directives within the study area. These include the only natural World Heritage
site in mainland Britain, two Wetlands of International Importance (Ramsar sites),
three biogenetic reserves, four candidate Special Areas of Conservation (cSACs)
and two Special Protection Areas (SPAs) for birds.
Of particular significance to coastal management in relation to cSACs and SPAs
are the Habitats Regulations 1994, which implement the Habitats Directive into
UK law. These place a legal obligation on the UK government and its agencies to
preserve SPAs and cSACs, and specifically:
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(i)

to maintain the favourable conservation status of their cited habitats and
species;

(ii)

to carry out an Appropriate Assessment of any plan or project that may
have a significant effect on the designated sites;

(iii)

not to carry out a plan or project that may adversely effect the integrity of
the site, except under closely defined circumstances, which must
include there being:
•
•

•

no available alternatives;
over-riding public interest (which in the case of sites hosting a
priority habitat or species, must relate to benefits to human
health or the environment);
provision of compensation.

These are far-reaching requirements that have not yet been fully tested. However,
they are likely to have a major impact on determining the acceptability of any plan
or scheme for coastal protection or sea defences that are proposed within, or
impinge upon, a designated SPA or cSAC.
(a)

East Devon and Dorset World Heritage Site
The Dorset and East Devon World Heritage Site, known as the Jurassic
Coast, is one of the most significant sites for earth science in the world. It
comprises a near-continuous sequence of Triassic, Jurassic and Cretaceous
rock exposures together with outstanding geomorphological features and
fossil sites. It was accepted to the World Heritage List in December 2001
as it fulfils two criteria established by the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO):
Criterion (i):

The site should be an outstanding example representing
major stages of Earth’s history, including the record of
life, significant ongoing geological processes in the
development of landforms, or significant geomorphic
or physiographic features.

Criterion (iii):

The site should contain superlative natural phenomena
or areas of exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic
importance.
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Six aspects of the site have been identified which represent its significance
in relation to World Heritage criteria:
•

•

•

•

•

•

(b)

The coastal exposures within the nominated site provide a nearcontinuous, accessible sequence of rocks that documents almost
190 million years of the history of the earth, spanning the
Mesozioc era.
The nominated site includes a remarkable range of internationally
important fossil localities, which have produced superbly
preserved and diverse evidence of life during Mesozoic times.
The nominated site represents an exceptional range of textbook
exemplars of coastal geomorphological features, landforms and
processes.
The nominated site has been a crucible of earth science
investigations for over three hundred years. It has helped foster
major contributions to many aspects of geology and
geomorphology.
The nominated site is exceptionally well studied and documented,
with a continuing importance for many aspects of earth science
and research, and is a teaching and training resource for the earth
sciences of the highest quality.
The nominated site includes stretches of beautiful and inspiring
coastline, and lies entirely within areas which receive statutory
protection in recognition of their landscape importance and/or
scientific interest.

Biogenetic Reserves
There are three Biogenetic reserves in the study area, which are Arne,
Hartland Moor and Studland Heath. These reserves support a variety of
heathland habitats and form part of a European network of reserves to
conserve representative examples of European flora, fauna and natural
areas.
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(c)

Dorset Heaths (cSAC, SPA, Ramsar)
The Dorset Heaths are centred around the large estuary of Poole
Harbour; the heaths extend to the Avon Valley in the east and are
bordered by the Wessex Downs to the north and west, and by the
Purbeck chalk ridge to the south. The site comprises extensive areas of
valley mire, dry heath and adjacent wet heathland. Dorset Heaths has
been forwarded to the European Commission as a candidate SAC as it
includes nine features of European interest for nature conservation:
• Calcareous fens with Cladium mariscus and species of the Caricion
davallianae
• Alkaline fens
• Northern Atlantic wet heaths with cross-leaved heath (Erica tetralix)
• Dry heaths
• Southern damselfly (Coenagrion mercuriale)
• Depressions on peat substrate
• Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or clayey-silt-laden soils
• Old acidophilous oak woods with Quercus robur on sandy plains
• Great crested newt Triturus cristatus
The site qualifies as a SPA under Article 4.1 of the EC Birds Directive by
supporting nationally important breeding populations of three species of
bird listed on the Annex 1 of the Directive:
• Nightjar (Caprimulgus europeaus) 13% of the British population.
• Woodlark (Lullula arborea) 56 pairs, approximately 16% of the British

population
• Dartford warbler (Sylvia undata) 38% of the British population
The site also qualifies under Article 4.1 by supporting up to 20 hen harrier
(Circus cyaneus) and 15 merlin (Falco columbaris), approximately 2% and 1%
respectively of the British wintering population, both Annex 1 species.
Dorset Heaths are also designated Ramsar sites under the Convention on
Wetlands of International Importance and comprises numerous fragments
of heathland. The boundaries of the Ramsar site largely follow that of the
SPA. The site qualifies under:
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• Criterion 1a in supporting particularly good examples of wet heathland

habitat which are characteristic of the heathlands of the Atlantic
biogeographical region of Western Europe.
• Criterion 1d in containing examples of wet heath characterised by the
presence of Dorset heath (Erica ciliaris) and cross-leaved heath (Erica
tetralix), as well as supporting a number of rare transitional
communities and the rare and internationally important saw sedge
(Cladium mariscus).
• Criterion 2a by supporting assemblages of rare plants and animals. In
addition to the nationally rare Dorset heath, the site supports 12
nationally scarce wetland plant species and at least 27 Red Data Book
(RDB) wetland invertebrate species.
• Criterion 2b due to its species richness and high ecological diversity of
the mire communities and their transition zones. In addition the
invertebrate and plant fauna and flora contains important
concentrations of rare and scare species.
(d)

Dorset Heaths (Purbeck and Wareham) and Studland Dunes cSAC
Dorset Heaths (Purbeck and Wareham) and Studland Dunes have a high
diversity of habitats and species of European importance. The site has
been forwarded to the European Commission as a candidate SAC as it
includes 16 features of European interest for nature conservation:
• Atlantic decalcified fixed dune
• Bog woodland
• Calcareous fens with great fen sedge (Cladium mariscus)
• Temperate Atlantic wet heath with Dorset heath (Erica ciliaris) and crossleaved heath (Erica tetralix)
• Alkaline fens
• Southern damselfly (Coenagrion mercuriale)
• Depressions on peat substrate
• Embryonic shifting dunes
• European dry heaths
• Humid dune slacks
• Purple moor-grass (Molina caerulea) meadows
• Northern Atlantic wet heaths with cross-leaved heath (Erica tetralix)
• Old acidophilous oak woods
• Oligtrophic waters containing very few minerals of sandy plains
• Shifting dunes along shoreline with marram grass (Ammophila arenaria).
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• Great crested newt (Triturus critatus)
(e)

Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs cSAC
Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs has been forwarded to the European
Commission as a candidate SAC as it includes two features of European
interest for nature conservation:
• Early gentian (Gentianella anglica)
• Vegetated sea cliffs

(f)

St Albans to Durlston Head cSAC
St Albans to Durlston Head has been forwarded to the European
Commission as a candidate SAC as it includes three features of European
interest for nature conservation:
• Chalk-rich dry grassland, including important orchid sites
• Early gentian (Gentianella anglica)
• Vegetated sea cliffs

(g)

Poole Harbour (SPA, Ramsar)
Poole harbour is a large natural harbour on the south coast of England
comprising extensive mudflats and saltmarshes together with associated
reedbeds, freshwater marshes and wet grasslands. The range of habitats
present supports an important assemblage of breeding, passage and
wintering birds. The site qualifies under Article 4.1 of the EC Birds
Directive by regularly supporting nationally important numbers of:
• Avocet (Recurvirostra avosetta) average of 160 (32% of the British

wintering population)
• Mediterranean gull (Larus melanocephalus) average of 4 pairs (25% of the
British population)
Further Annex 1 species use the site, some in notable numbers. These
include Black-throated diver (Gavia artica), Red-throated diver (Gavia
stellata), Great northern diver (Gavia immer), Slavonian grebe (Podiceps
auritus) five year peak mean of 8 birds representing 2.1% of the British
population, Bewick’s swan (Cygnus columbianus bewickii) part of a nationally
important population, marsh harrier (Circus aeruginosus), hen harrier (Circus
cyaneus), ruff (Philomachus pugnax), short-eared owl (Asio flammeus) and
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kingfisher (Alcedo atthis). Common tern (Sterna hirundo) and Sandwich tern
(Sterna sandvicensis) also breed on the site.
The site also qualifies under Article 4.2 as a wetland of international
importance by regularly supporting over 20,000 waterfowl and regularly
supporting internationally important numbers of the following species of
migratory waterfowl:
• Black-tailed godwit (Limosa limosa) 1,298 birds, representing 27% of
the British and 1.9% of east Atlantic flyway population.
• Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna) 3.4% of British population and 1% of
north- west European population.
Also nationally important numbers of wintering black-tailed grebe (Podiceps
nigricollis), dark-bellied brent geese (Branta bernicla bernicla), pochard (Aythya
ferina), goldeneye (Bucephala clangula), red-breasted merganser (Mergus
serrator), grey plover (Pluvialis squatarola), dunlin (Calidris alpina), curlew
(Numenius arquata) and spotted redshank (Tringa erythropus), redshank
(Tringa totanus), greenshank (Tringa nebularia). In addition 3.6% of the
spring British population of whimbrel (Numenius phaeops) and nationally
important numbers of aquatic warbler (Acrocephalus paludicola), a globally
threatened species have been recorded.
Poole Harbour also supports nationally important numbers of resident
bird species including wintering cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) and
breeding black-headed gull (Larus ridibundus), Cetti’s warbler (Cettia cettia)
and bearded tit (Panurus biarmicus).
Poole Harbour Ramsar site is designated under the convention on
Wetlands of International Importance especially as a waterfowl habitat.
The boundaries largely follow that of the SPA. The site qualifies under:
•

•

Criterion 1b as it is a particularly good and representative example of a
wetland type which is common to more than one biogeographical
region: it is considered the best and largest example of the ‘natural
harbour’ type of coastal lagoon/estuary in Britain.
Criterion 1d as a specific type of wetland, which because of the tidal
conditions of the north-east Atlantic is rare in this biogeographic
region.
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•

•

•

Criterion 2a by supporting the only known British populations of two
nationally scarce rare RDB species of plant and one invertebrate. The
site also supports other nationally rare RDB fauna and flora.
Criterion 2b as the flora and fauna communities of the Harbour’s
various habitats are highly representative, also supporting a number of
nationally scarce plant species.
Criterion 2c as it is an important staging area for migratory birds. The
site supports national important numbers of whimbrel (Numenius
phaeops) 3.6% of the British population and nationally important
numbers of aquatic warbler (Acrocephalus paludicola), which is globally
threatened.

The site also qualifies under Criterion 3a and Criterion 3c for the same
reasons as those given for SPA qualification under Article 4.2 of the Birds
Directive.
2.4.4

Nationally Important Sites of Nature Conservation Interest
National conservation designations include SSSIs and National Nature Reserves
(NNRs). Many stretches of the Dorset coast are covered by these designations
(Figure 3). Within the study area there are ten SSSIs and four NNRs, details of
which are given below. Poole Harbour and the Isle of Purbeck is also designated a
Sensitive Marine Area (a non-statutory designation) for its varied marine benthic
fauna. A brief summary of marine habitats within the study area is given in Section
2.4.7.
(a)

Sites of Special Scientific Interest

Poole Bay Cliffs SSSI
Poole Bay Cliffs has been notified for its geological sedimentation, fossil
flora and ecology. Sections of the cliff support heath vegetation with two
populations of the rare and declining sand lizard (Lacerta agilis).

Christchurch Harbour SSSI
Christchurch Harbour comprises the drowned estuary of the Rivers Stour
and Avon and the peninsula of Hengistbury Head. The site has been
notified for its ecology, saltmarsh and geology. The varied habitats
include saltmarsh, wet meadows, drier grassland, heath, sand dune,

Doc No Rev: Date: July 2003
W:\maritime\PROJECTS\Coastal\WCPBHS\reports\Strategy Report\Technical Annexes\10 - Strategic Environmental Assessment\Other versions\TECHNICAL ANNEX Strategic Environmental Assessment.doc

24

woodland and scrub. The site supports a number of nationally rare
breeding and wintering bird species, and invertebrates.

Arne SSSI
This site lies on the southern shore of Poole Harbour and has been
notified for its ecology. It holds an extensive area of lowland heathland
with diverse plant and animal communities of dry heath, wet heath and
bog. There are fine transitions from heathland into saltmarsh, reed
swamp, coniferous and deciduous woodland and the site contains a
geological exposure of high fossil plant interest.

Poole Harbour SSSI
Poole Harbour is one of the largest natural harbours in the world and was
notified for it ecology, with a high proportion of its area comprising
intertidal marshes and mudflats. These areas together with the permanent
channels, support large number of wintering wildfowl and waders, for
which Poole Harbour has national and international significance. Fringing
habitats support further scarce and restricted flora and fauna, including
several rare marine invertebrates occurring within the harbour.

Ham Common SSSI
Ham Common lies to the south and north-east of Rockley Sands. It
includes a stretch of cliff along the north side of Poole Harbour of high
geological interest and also supports areas of dry and wet heath with a rich
associated flora and fauna for which the site has been notified. The dry
heathland supports strong populations of the rare sand lizard (Lacerta
agilis) and Dartford warbler (Sylvia undata).

Luscombe Valley SSSI
Luscombe Valley is part of a complex of heathland sites, which together
comprise the Dorset Heathlands. This site is notified for its ecology and
supports a range of important habitats with heath, acid grassland and mire
communities within a matrix of pine woodland with nationally scares plant
species. This is one of the major lowland heathland areas in Britain, and is
important in a European and international context for their plant and
animal communities. The site supports a number of rare invertebrates as
well as several populations of the endangered and specially protected sand
lizard (Lacerta agilis).
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Studland & Godlingston Heaths SSSI
Studland & Godlingston forms a large part of the South Haven Peninsula
and the enclosed lake Little Sea. This site has been notified for its coastal
geomorphology and ecology, supporting an expanse of varied heathland
with many rare animals.

South Dorset Coast SSSI
South Dorset Coast is a stretch of coastline between Weymouth bay and
Swanage Bay. The site has been notified for its ecology, geology and
geomorphology, combining internationally important geological interests
with a rich range of wildlife habitats supporting populations of several rare
plants and animals.

Studland Cliffs SSSI
Studland Cliffs lies between Ballard and Redend Point and has been
notified for its key coastal geomorphology, geology, and ecology. The site
includes a strip of maritime cliff-top grassland, and supports a number of
uncommon invertebrate species.

Purbeck Ridge (East) SSSI
Purbeck Ridge (East) lies in south Dorset and extends westwards from the
coast at Ballard Down and Cliffs to Corfe Castle. This site has been
notified for its geology and ecology, specifically for its extensive chalk and
acid grasslands with important invertebrate and lower plant communities,
scrub and ancient broad–leaved woodland.
(b)

National Nature Reserves

Arne Reedbeds NNR
Arne Reedbeds is situated on the inner fringe of Poole Harbour near to
the mouth of the river Frome. The site supports small areas of reedbed
and saltmarsh, and is of international importance as a wintering site for
waders and wildfowl.
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Holton Heath NNR
Holton Heath is situated on the inner part of Poole Harbour and supports
a mixed habitat of dry heath, coniferous woodland with small areas of
deciduous woodland and rhododendron. The variety of habitats
encourages a number of rare reptile species.

Hartland Moor NNR
Hartland Moor lies east of Wareham. It supports an extensive area of
heathland and covers an entire drainage basin, being unique in having a
‘Y’ shaped bog system, which includes both acid and alkaline drainage
systems. The site includes a number of rare plant and animal species.

Studland & Godlingston Heaths NNR
Studland & Godlingston Heaths is in the Dorset Heaths Natural Area of
south-east Dorset and covers 1,500 acres. The site supports a range of
important habitats with heathland, woodland, scrub, bogs, sand dunes and
freshwater, including rare acidic dune heath. The western part of the
reserve, Godlingston Heath, is one of the largest remaining tracts of
lowland heathland. The site supports all six British reptile species.
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Table 2.1

Summary of Nature Conservation Designations within the study area

International

Type

Name of Area

World Heritage Site – Areas of outstanding natural
or cultural value that may include exceptional
examples of outstanding natural habitats, or
superlative natural features.

East Devon and Dorset World
Heritage Site (Orcombe Point to Old
Harry)

Geology – Jurassic

Biogenetic Reserve - European network of reserves
to conserve representative examples of European
flora, fauna and natural areas.

Studland Heath

Ecology - heathland

Hartland Moor

Ecology

Arne

Ecology

Dorset Heathlands

Ecology - wetland habitat

Poole Harbour

Ecology - wetland habitat

Dorset Heaths

Ecology - heathland

Dorset Heaths (Purbeck and Wareham)
and Studland Dunes

Ecology - heathland, dunes and damselfly

Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs

Ecology - vegetated sea cliff, early gentian and orchids

St. Albans to Durlston Head

Ecology - chalk grassland and vegetated sea cliffs

Dorset Heathlands

Ecology - bird species

Poole Harbour

Ecology - bird species

Ramsar Site - Designated under the Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands of Importance Especially as
Waterfowl Habitat

European Designations

Reason for Designation

Candidate Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) Aim to protect habitats &/or species of European
importance. Designated under the EU Habitats
Directive (implemented in the UK by the
Conservation (Natural Habitats &c) Regulations 1994)
Special Protection Area (SPA) - Designated under
the EU Birds Directive (implemented in the UK by
the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and the
Conservation (Natural Habitats &c) Regulations 1994)
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Type

Name of Area

Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)

National Designations

Sites notified by English Nature which represent
some of the best examples of Britain’s natural
features. Designated under the Wildlife & Countryside
Act 1981 (as amended).

National Nature Reserves (NNRs) These
represent some of the most important natural and
semi-natural ecosystems in Great Britain, and are
managed to protect the conservation value of the
habitats that occur on these sites.

Poole Bay Cliffs

Reason for Designation
Geological sedimentation and fossil flora
Ecology - Sand lizard, invertebrates

Christchurch Harbour

Ecology - varied habitats
Geology - Stratigraphy and sediments

Arne

Ecology

Poole Harbour

Ecology - varied habitats and rare species

Ham Common

Dry heath supporting sand lizard, fossil plants

Luscombe Valley

Ecology - varied habitats and sand lizard (Lacerta agilis)

Studland & Godlingston Heaths

Geomorphology – coastal
Ecology - heathland and dunes

South Dorset Coast

Ecology, geology and geomorphology

Studland Cliffs

Geology, Geomorphology and Ecology – grassland and
breeding birds

Purbeck Ridge (East)

Geology
Ecology - chalk and acid grasslands and insects

Arne reedbeds

Wetlands

Holton Heath

Heathland

Hartland Moor

Heathland

Studland and Godlingston Heath

Heathland, dunes and reptiles
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Local / Regional Designations

National
Designations

Type

Name of Area

Reason for Designation

Sensitive Marine Areas (SMAs)
Generic term used to describe nationally
important sites around the coast that require a
cautious & detailed management approach. A
non-statutory designation, aimed to highlight
areas important for marine nature conservation

Poole Bay and
Isle of Purbeck

Varied marine benthic fauna

Regionally Important Geological and
Geomorphological Sites (RIGS) These are nonstatutory sites designated for their importance to
geological conservation. Currently the most
important places for geology and geomorphology
outside statutorily protected land such as SSSIs.
Local Nature Reserves (LNRs)
Established by Local Authorities in conjunction
with English Nature as statutory designations.
Sites of local significance & provide important
opportunities for public enjoyment, recreation &
interpretation.
Wildlife Trust Reserve (WTR)
Royal Society for Protection of Birds (RSPB)
Reserve

RIGS1

Brownsea Island

Geology

RIGS2

Shipstal Point, Arne

Geology

RIGS4

Whitecliff, Parkstone Bay

Geology

Sites of Nature Conservation Importance
(SNCIs)
Defined by Wildlife Trusts and Local Authorities
as non-statutory sites of County nature
conservation interest. Sites usually identified in
Development Plans and protected through

Hengistbury Head
Ham Common
Luscombe Valley
Parkstone Bay

Range of habitats
Ecology/geology
Varied habitats and reptiles
Birds

Brownsea Island
Arne Nature Reserve
Bestwall
Ridge Farm
SNCI11 Sandbanks
SNCI12 Bournemouth Cliffs
SNCI13 Alum Chine

Bird populations
Bird populations
Bird populations
Bird populations
Dunes & grassland with a flora rich in scarce annuals
Cliffs and cliff top grassland
Heavily wooded area over-run with laurel, rhododendron
and holm oak
Heathy cliffs with scrub containing reptile populations
Grassland and heathland habitats on sandy cliffs

SNCI14
SNCI15

Flaghead Chine
Branksome Cliffs
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Type

Name of Area

Structure and Local Plan policies

SNCI16
SNCI17
SNCI18
SNCI19

Greenland
Fitzworth Peninsula
Purbeck Forest
Ham Hill Copse and Cutting
Holes Bay Relief Road
Hawkwood Saltmarsh
Lytchett Bay Meadows
Studland Hill
Peveril Point to Furzey Cliff

Ecology - acid grassland
Semi-improved grassland and saltmarsh
Ecology - remnant heath, bog and grassland
Dry heath and scrub
Ruderal grassland with a varied flora
Saltmarsh remnant
Ecology - grassland and wetland
Dense scrub on a north-facing hill
Geology & Geomorphology

Ballard Point to Studland Bay

Geology

Ballard Down

Geomorphology

South Haven Peninsula

Geomorphology

Handfast Point to Ballard Point

Geology

Studland Bay

Geology

Swanage

Geology

Punfield Cove

Geology

Durlston Bay

Geology

Hengistbury

Geology - sediments

GCR5

East Bournemouth Cliffs

Geology - sediments

GCR4

West Bournemouth Cliffs

Geology - sediments and fossils

Arne

Geology

Local / Regional Designations

SNCI24
Geological Conservation Review Sites (GCRs)
These are sites that are identified for their
national and international, geological and
geomorpholoical features.

GCR10

Voluntary Marine Conservation Areas (VMNR)

Reason for Designation

Durlston Marine Research Area

Marine ecology/research and education
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2.4.5

Regionally/Locally Important Sites of Nature Conservation Interest
Areas of nature conservation significance have for the most part been identified by
Dorset County Council and the Dorset Wildlife Trust. These sites have been
designated as Local Nature Reserves (LNRs), other nature reserves and Sites of
Nature Conservation Interest (SNCIs).
There are four statutory designated LNRs within the study area, three of which lie
within Poole Harbour, the other at Hengistbury Head on the eastern boundary of
the study area). There is also a Wildlife Trust reserve at Brownsea Island, within
Poole Harbour, and the RSPB manage three reserves at Arne, Bestwall and
Swineham on the southern shores of Poole Harbour.
There are currently fifteen non-statutory designated SNCIs within the study. The
names of these sites and reasons for their designation are detailed in Table 2.1 with
their extent and location shown on Figure 3.

2.4.6

Regionally/Locally Important Sites for geological Conservation
Regionally Important Geological and Geomorphological Sites (RIGS) are
designated by locally developed criteria and are equivalent to local Wildlife Sites
and other non-statutory wildlife designations. They are currently the most
important places for geology and geomorphology outside statutorily protected land
such as SSSIs.
There are three non-statutory sites designated within the study area. Shipstal
Point, Arne RIGS is a cliff exposure for some 300metres south of Shipstal Point,
supporting Tertiary and Poole Formation. Whitecliff, Parkstone Bay RIGS and
Brownsea Island RIGS, which is split into two separate sites, South Shore, which
includes Portland Hill and Pottery Pier Cliff and North Shore, support similar
geological material of Palaeogene and Braccklesham Group, Poole Formation and
Parkstone Clay.

2.4.7

Terrestrial, Freshwater and Brackish Coastal Habitats
The Strategy Study is examining in detail the coastal habitats of Poole Harbour and
Hengistbury Head, both of which are included in a number of national and
international conservation designations and which are likely to be affected by
future coastal change and management policies. Figure 4 shows the existing
habitats around Poole Harbour, with expanded coverage of the area around the
Rivers Frome and Piddle on Figure 5. These data use the JNCC Phase 1 habitat
classification, extended to identify habitats listed on Annex 1 of the EU Habitats
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Directive and some National Vegetation Classification types and were obtained
from Dorset Environmental Records Centre (DERC). Figure 6 shows the existing
habitats at Hengistbury Head using a similar classification, digitised from maps in
the Hengistbury Head Management Plan (Bournemouth Borough Council 1997).
Habitats in the study area of particular interest from the perspective of coastal
management include the following:
(a)

Saltmarsh
The large extent of intertidal areas at Poole Harbour is a key reason for its
high nature conservation providing important feeding areas for
internationally important assemblage of waterfowl and its qualifying
species. During the early part of the 20th Century, the intertidal area of
Poole Harbour was invaded by Spartina, which caused rapid accretion of
sediment in some parts of the harbour. In recent decades, Spartina die
back has been occurring and salt marshes are eroding. In addition, sea
level rise is believed to be leading to coastal squeeze and contributing to
the eventual loss of much of this saltmarsh.
A survey was carried out in 2001 around Poole Harbour on the saltmarsh
and habitats listed in Annex I of the European Union Habitats Directive
(Edwards 2002). This used aerial photographs and site visits to categorise
the saltmarsh into 22 National Vegetation Classification (NVC)
communities and sub-communities and three Annexe I habitats. The
changes in extent of saltmarsh were calculated by comparing these results
with a Nature Conservancy Council (NCC) saltmarsh survey that was
performed in 1985. It was reported that the total area of saltmarsh within
Poole Harbour had decreased by 191 ha over 16 years, mainly due to the
erosion of Spartina. Halcrow is presently undertaking an analysis of aerial
photographs from 1994, 1972 and 1947 to map the changing extent of
saltmarsh in Poole Harbour and using the data to predict rates of future
change.

(b)

Sand dunes
Studland Peninsula represents one of the largest areas of sand dunes in the
country and containing the second largest area of dune heathland
vegetation of any dune system in the country. Sand dunes are an
internationally rare habitat with characteristic flora and fauna, which
includes many red data book species. At Studland, a series of dune ridges

Doc No Rev: Date: July 2003
W:\maritime\PROJECTS\Coastal\WCPBHS\reports\Strategy Report\Technical Annexes\10 - Strategic Environmental Assessment\Other versions\TECHNICAL ANNEX Strategic Environmental Assessment.doc

33

has accumulated over recent centuries, enclosing areas of shallow water
which now form a freshwater lake (the Little Sea). The dunes are owned
by the National Trust, which has a policy of non-intervention in relation
to coastal processes, and mostly designated as a National Nature Reserve.
The foredunes have suffered from trampling and erosion resulting from
visitor pressure on this very popular beach. Inland of the dunes is an area
of dune heath.

2.4.8

(c)

Reedbeds
A survey of reedbeds in Poole Harbour was undertaken in November
2000 to assess the condition and structure of the beds to inform
development of the Purbeck Biodiversity Habitat Action Plan (Cook
2001). Most reedbeds were in reasonable or stable condition with the
exception of east Holton, Middlebere and South Middlebere, Wych Lake
east and west, and Brownsea Island with some beds suffering erosion at
the interface with the harbour e.g. Swineham. The reedbeds were surveyed
further as part of the habitats survey performed in 2001 (Edwards 2002).
This determined that the extent of reedbeds had increased by 32 ha
between 1985 and 2001. The Strategy will consider the need for
replacement areas of reedbeds in order to maintain the area and quality of
this habitat under sea level rise.

(d)

Brownsea Island
The 500-acre island consists of an extraordinarily wide range of habitats
from muddy seashore to brackish lagoon and freshwater lake, open
grassland and heath to pinewoods and broadleaf woodland. These habitats
support a rich diversity of flora and fauna including red squirrels and
important populations of dragonfly, butterflies and lizards. The lagoon,
which is protected by a sea wall and revetment, is visited by waders
migrating to and from their northern nesting sites in England, Iceland and
northern European countries and their southern European and African
over-wintering sites.

Marine and Intertidal Ecology
(a)
Poole Bay
The seas within the study area have been notified as a Sensitive Marine
Area in recognition of the significant subtidal habitats that are present.
The following marine habitats are found in and around Poole Bay:
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•
•
•
•

•

•
•

Subsea rock platform (off Handfast Point and Hengistbury Head)
Sandstone outcrops within Poole Bay
Rocky/boulder intertidal (around Handfast Point)
Shingle intertidal (generally towards the eastern end of Poole Bay
shoreline especially Hengistbury Head)
Sand intertidal (represents the largest shoreline habitat between
Studland and Southbourne)
Sand/gravel/mud subtidal (most of Poole Bay)
Soft bottom sub-tidal/intertidal mudflats/saltmarshes within Poole
Harbour

Feature of particular conservation significance are:
A particularly rich intertidal fauna and flora in sandy/muddy sand
south of Redend Point with restricted beds of seagrass Zostera marina
at the low water mark.
•
A maerl community, based on free living calcareous algae, located
offshore between Peveril Point to Handfast Point (Figure 3)
•
Sabellaria reefs located offshore from Peveril Point (Figure 3).
•

The rocky intertidal communities at Handfast Point have a diverse flora
including hydroids and sponges. Peveril Point to the south of Handfast
Point is also the easternmost extent of the brown seaweed Himanthalia
elongata (thong weed) in the English Channel. Apart from the maerl beds,
Zostera beds and localised areas of hard substrate, benthic communities in
Poole Bay are generally not of high diversity.
Durlston Marine Research Area is situated from Durlston Head to
Studland and within which research and monitoring takes place. The pier
at Swanage helps support wildlife including the Tompot blenny and
Durlston is one of the best places in the country to see dolphins.
(b)

Poole Harbour
Poole Harbour has been identified by the Marine Biological Association as
an area of Marine Biological Importance. Surveys were undertaken by Dr
P Dyrynda in 1991 covering all areas of the subtidal harbour bed and
providing a comprehensive list of species present within the survey area.
However, no characterising species or biotopes were recorded.
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Before now, Poole Harbour has been regarded as an open coastal plain,
and as a result has been analysed with regard to coastal processes. The
strategy study acts upon this by considering the Harbour as an estuary and
incorporating the influence of tides on the geomorphology and associated
physical and conceptual processes taking place within the Harbour.
Estuaries operate as a coastal system, within which there are several
components, each working together to reach/maintain equilibrium.
Sediment input, output, storage and transport play a major part in
achieving this balance or equilibrium. For example, sediment is fed into
the estuary and transported through it before being deposited as intertidal
flat or salt marsh (which is also considered as a component). Estuarine
processes, such as tidal influence, determine this rate at which this
processes happens, and qualifies and quantifies the sediment budget in the
estuary, enabling an understanding of the forces operating within the
Harbour to be determined. In turn, this information can be incorporated
into assessing the likely areas of erosion and accretion, potential processresponse scenarios and ultimately the potential future evolution of the
estuary.

2.4.9

Biodiversity Action Plan
(a)
Dorset Biodiversity Strategy
A biodiversity strategy for Dorset is in preparation, comprising a number
of topic action plans. The plan of relevance is that for marine and coastal
management. There are 16 priority BAP habitats identified along the
coastline and marine waters of Dorset. Those relevant to this study being
maritime cliff and slope, coastal sand dunes, littoral chalk, coastal
saltmarsh, mudflats, sheltered muddy gravels, seagrass beds, sabellaria
reefs, tidal rapids, sublittoral chalk, saline lagoons, mud in deep water,
maerl beds and sublittoral sands and gravels. Evaluation criteria have been
applied to each including survey priority, however no specific habitat or
species action plans have been produced. Section 3.9.2 provides more
information on the objectives and actions identified for this topic area.
(b)

Purbeck Biodiversity Action Plan
There is also a separate Biodiversity that has been published for the Isle of
Purbeck containing Habitat Action Plans (HAPs). Those of relevance to
the study area are outlined below:
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lowland heaths and associated habitats;
Maritime cliff and slope;
Maerl beds;
Rivers;
Reedbed;
Lowland wet grassland;
Calcareous grassland.

2.4.10

Rare and Protected Species
Records of the occurrence of some rare and protected species are held by DERC
and English Nature. Details for species that live in association with coastal
habitats or habitats vulnerable to coastal change around Poole Harbour have been
obtained. The records are plotted in Figure 7 (plants), Figure 8 (mammals), Figure
9 (birds), Figure 10 (invertebrates) and Figure 11 (others).

2.4.11

Natural Area Profiles
Natural Areas are tracts of countryside or coastline that are readily recognised by
their characteristic land forms, wildlife and land use. English Nature has divided
the whole of England into 120 Natural Areas. They are not designations and they
are not confined by traditional administrative boundaries. Natural Areas are
intended to provide a framework to identify the priorities and objectives for nature
conservation at a local level and have a key role in translation of national targets
for habitats and species into action at the local level.
There are three Natural Area Profiles relevant to the Study Area, one of which is
maritime:
(a)

South Dorset Coast
This area lies between Studland and Portland and comprises the coastline
of South Purbeck and the eastern coasts of the Isle of Purbeck and the
Weymouth Lowlands. The area has 36 sites recognised as being of
national importance by their inclusion in the Geological Conservation
Review which include many sites of international importance for its
exposures of Upper Jurassic geology. These sites are represented by 5
SSSIs and support many nationally rare species of maritime and terrestrial
habitats. The southern Purbeck coastline includes the Purbeck Marine
Wildlife Reserve, well known for its marine communities and also the
Durlston Marine Research Area. Portland Harbour supports muddy
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seabed communities unique along the south coast, which is of high
scientific interest.
(b)

Isles of Purbeck and Portland
The Isle of Portland lies just south of Weymouth on the Dorset coast. It
is linked to the Weymouth Lowlands on the mainland by the shingle ridge
of Chesil Beach. The range of habitats in this Natural Area supports a
high diversity of plants and animals, including colonies of seabirds and
scarce plants, a number of which are rare or declining.

(c)

Dorset Heaths
The Dorset Heaths are located in south-east Dorset in an area centred
around the large natural harbour of Poole. The New Forest borders the
area to the east while the Dorset Downs and Cranborne Chase lie toe the
north and west with South Purbeck to the south.
This area supports a range of internationally important habitats, covered
by six SSSIs which include a complex mixture of heathland with its
associated habitats. One of these is Lowland heath which is a rare and
declining habitat throughout its range in northwest Europe, supporting
several national scarce plant species.
Reedbeds are a significant feature around the shores of Poole Harbour
and are among the largest reedbeds in the south west, regularly supporting
over 20,000 waterfowl as well as supporting a number of rare and
vulnerable species of plant and animal.

2.4.12

Key Nature Conservation Issues
The Natural Area Profile (English Nature 1998b) identifies the following main
issues relating to nature conservation that may affect the study area:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

loss of semi-natural habitats
climate change
natural coastal processes
coastal protection schemes, managed retreat
shoreline management
management conflicts
sediment movement and diminishing of supply
mineral workings
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

gas and oil industries/exploration
offshore waste disposal
pollution from the sea (e.g. oil or litter)
water quality and sewage outfalls
agricultural improvements and intensification
lack of management of livestock
development and disturbance
noise pollution
complex ownership and legislation
impact of dredging
fishing and potting industries
shellfish farming
recreational pressures (noise, disturbance,)
lack of education and interpretation facilities
vegetation obscuring geological faces and neglect of geological faces

English Nature has also put forward a number of objectives for the Natural
Areas:
(a)

Manage characteristic wildlife habitats and associated species in a
sustainable way and restore these where appropriate and where they
have been lost from the Natural Area. Key components are:
• sea cliffs and cliff vegetation - including maintenance of natural
processes of erosion and buffer strips of semi-natural vegetation
along cliff tops to protect coastal habitats from agricultural impacts;
• sandy and muddy shores - including maintenance of natural
processes, improvement of water quality and taking account of the
needs of wading birds;
• shingle and rocky shores; and
• offshore subtidal habitats and open sea, including sublittoral
sediments, chalk reefs and eelgrass beds.

(b)

Maintain characteristic and rare species populations, whilst maintaining
natural processes. Key components are:
• cliff nesting birds;
• shoreline and intertidal birds;
• rare invertebrate populations characteristic of soft cliffs;
• plants and animals associated with base-rich coastal grassland and
cliff habitats;
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•
•

(c)

2.4.13

species associated with rocky shores, chalk reefs and sea caves; and
species characteristic of sublittoral sediments such as sea slugs and
eel grass.

Maintain or restore the diversity of geological interest found in the area.
Key components are:
• maintenance of natural processes, with active management where
necessary;
• raising the profile by better interpretation and education;
• maintaining access to all exposed sites;
• responsible fossil collection;
• local conservation strategies such as a RIGS group;
• serious consideration of geological interest in determining planning
applications; and
• international designations for geological sites should be encouraged.

Relationship between Nature Conservation and Coastal Management
Cliff geological exposures are usually best maintained by allowing active erosion.
However, where property interests are present, coastal protection work is a
compromise between the scientific requirements to maintain the exposure and the
necessity to protect the coasts. The geological sites along Bournemouth cliffs have
been isolated from the erosive forces of the sea, being set back behind the
promenade. Residual erosion is now due to weathering and water within the cliffs.
There is a reduction of erosion along the cliffs as a result of stabilisation and
consequent colonisation by vegetation. However any new structures that covered
the exposures would be damaging. In places there is potential conflict between
permitting ongoing erosion that is necessary to maintain good exposures and
human development requirements.
Future coastal erosion and predicted sea level rise is likely to result in land of high
ecological value being lost and zones of vegetation becoming reduced in area. This
is especially the case around the margins of Poole Harbour where coastal squeeze
is likely to reduce areas of saltmarsh and reedbed if present lines of defence are
maintained.
Agricultural improvements and intensification have substantially reduced the area
of natural maritime cliff top vegetation and resulted in a sharp transition in many
places between the farmland and natural habitats, with the latter being squeezed
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out by coastal erosion. There is a need for buffer strips to be established on
eroding cliff tops if the value of this habitat is to be maintained.
It is important that areas of healthy sand dune habitats and other herbaceous
vegetation types are maintained in an open condition to provide a continued
habitat, for example for sand lizards. The sand dunes at Sandbanks, which were
created from blown sand, have suffered from erosion problems as a result of wind
and storm damage. High public pressure measures have been implemented to
regenerate sand dunes as an element of coastal protection works.
It is also necessary to protect the existing hydrology of the wetland areas, such as
cliff seepages (which support rare invertebrates) and reedbeds. Artificial cliff
drainage could detrimentally affect the ecology of the cliffs.

2.5

Landscape
Landscape information has been obtained from various landscape reports
undertaken as part of the Wytch Farm oilfield development, landscape guidance
from Dorset County Council and the Shoreline Management Plan (1999).

2.5.1

Landscape Designations
The entire coastline between Durlston Head and South Haven Point and the
southern shore of Poole Harbour is considered to be of national landscape
importance and has been designated an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB). All of the Purbeck coast lying within the study area, with the exception
of Swanage but including the southern shore of Poole Harbour, has also been
designated a Heritage Coast. The Heritage Coast has been awarded a European
Diploma thus placing the area under the auspices of the Council of Europe and
opening the region to international scrutiny. The authorities that manage the area
submit an annual report to the Council of Europe on its current protection and
management. The extent of the landscape designations is shown in Figure 12.

2.5.2

Landscape Characterisation
The Countryside Agency has undertaken a Countryside Character initiative to
define the character of England’s countryside at the end of the 20th century. The
country has been classified into 159 separate character areas that are essentially
sub-divisions of English Nature's Natural Areas (Section 2.4.10). Published in
eight regional volumes, the reports relevant to this study are Volume 7: South East
and London and Volume 8: South West. Within these volumes there are two
Character Areas relevant to this study, No 135 Dorset Heaths and No 136 South
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Purbeck. Within each area the landscape is defined including physical, historical
and cultural influences, buildings and settlements and land cover.
On a regional basis there is no landscape strategy for the Dorset area, however,
landscape management guidance exists for two areas relevant to this study being
Isle of Purbeck landscapes and East Dorset and Poole basin. A landscape
assessment of the Poole Bay conurbation was also undertaken in 1991 on behalf of
British Petroleum.
The assessment divided the coast into a number of character zones, namely:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Zone 1: Studland Cliffs/Old Harry
Zone 2: Studland Village
Zone 3: Studland Dunes
Zone 4: Sandbanks
Zone 5: Canford/Branksome Cliffs
Zone 6: Bournemouth Centre Seafront
Zone 7: Boscombe
Zone 8: Southbourne
Zone 9: Hengistbury Head
Zone 10: Poole Bay

The landscape setting of the study area is described below in the following sub
sections. Poole Bay is essentially a large body of water enclosed on three sides by
low cliffs and dunes with the surrounding backdrop comprising a wide range of
physical and visual characteristics. From the western boundary of the study area
working west the coast is described as follows:
(a)

Durlston Bay
Peveril Point and Durlston Head are headlands that lie to the south of
Swanage. High wooded cliffs occur between the two headlands with flat
developments along the cliff top on the lee of Peveril Point. The
landscape inland is rolling downland with grassland and farmland, crisscrossed by drystone walls and hedgerows. Durlston Castle, which is also
located on Durlston Head, is a fine Victorian folly built of locally quarried
stone.

(b)

Swanage Bay
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Swanage Bay has a narrow sandy and shingle beach with red and grey
Wealden clay and sand cliffs overlooking the northern end of the beach.
The landscape is predominantly natural in appearance but with man-made
wooden groynes dissecting the sandy beach, several of which are in
disrepair. At the southern end of Swanage Bay the beach is predominantly
sandy and the built up parts of the town lie adjacent to the seafront. The
flat-roofed Mowlem Theatre forms a dominant feature on the seafront at
Swanage, protruding into the beach. Further north, the houses and hotels
are situated on the cliff top and, therefore, are less visible from the beach.
The sea wall stretches as far as the northern-most hotel (The Pines Hotel)
beyond which the beach runs up to the cliffs. A series of beach huts line
the cliffs along the central section of the beach. The huts are, in places,
stacked three high up the face of the cliffs.
The foreshore between Peveril Point and Swanage Pier comprises rocky
outcrops, a beach which is overlain with a thin layer of cobbles, with a
number of short groyne structures. A new housing development has been
built to the west of the short concrete slipway. The old Pier is in disrepair
but there are no plans to remove the remaining broken piles. Between the
stone quay and the Pier there are a large number of rock outcrops, some
short stone groyne structures, and a small sand beach has accreted to the
east of the stone quay. The foreshore between the Outfall Jetty and the
stone quay is a sandy beach, noticeably wider than that to the north.
North of Swanage Bay, the land rises up to Ballard Down, a high downland ridge that terminates in the dramatic chalk cliffs that includes Old
Harry and a series of natural chalk arches and pinnacles.
(c)

Studland Bay
Studland Bay forms a long, sandy beach, backed by dunes, heathland and
pine woodland. At its southern end the beach narrows and low cliffs
occur. The village of Studland has a quiet, unspoilt character with many
winding lanes and footpaths leading to the excellent sandy beaches. The
village is situated behind the dense cliff-top vegetation. At the Bay's
southern end the land rises up to Ballard Down, a high downland ridge
that terminates in the dramatic chalk cliffs that include Old Harry and a
series of natural chalk arches and pinnacles.

(d)

Poole Harbour
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Poole Harbour comprises a wide expanse of water punctuated by wooded
islands, creeks and mudflats with development on its northern and eastern
side. This low-lying “soft” coast is a strong contrast to the cliffs that
dominate the open coast of Purbeck to the south and east. Brownsea
Island is the largest island out of five in the Harbour and is predominantly
wooded, with an enclosed man-made lagoon on its eastern side. Low-lying
meadows flank the western margins of the Harbour and the southern
shores are fringed with mudflats and marsh rising up to heathland and
coniferous plantations. The quiet waters and islands are a haven for
wildlife, which forms a contrast to the bustling ferry port and the
conurbation of Poole that lies to the north.
(e)

Sandbanks
Sandbanks is a natural spit which extends across the mouth of Poole
Harbour from the north. It has been extensively developed for housing
and tourism, with the resultant loss of most of the original sand dunes,
though some have regenerated. The houses here generally detached,
however, a group of buildings is situated at the point where the chain ferry
leaves for Studland. Large car parks are also located on the narrow neck
of the spit.

(f)

Canford/Branksome Cliffs
Canford Cliffs is characterised by steep sandstone cliffs, in places cut by
chines (steep-sided valleys). Some of the chines have public gardens and
provide access to the beach. Cliff top development consists of large
detached suburban houses, converted into flats, on pine-clad slopes. The
beach is very popular and busy, particularly in summer, and beach huts
line parts of the coast. This area contains important heathland habitats,
which although not fully developed in some areas, currently supports
good reptile populations of which the Sand Lizards are of note.

(g)

Southbourne, Boscombe and Bournemouth
An access road and promenade runs along the base of the cliff throughout
most of this coastline. The buildings of Southbourne are set back from
the cliff top and consist mainly of Edwardian and 1930s detached
properties. The cliffs are gently sloping and are vegetated with heath and
grass. Boscombe has a denser provision of large properties in the Coastal
Zone, mainly hotels or high rise apartment blocks. Bournemouth Pier,
originally constructed in 1861 but re-constructed in 1979/1981, and
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Boscombe Pier are prominent features on the coastal frontage. Central
Bournemouth is an area of extensive built up development, characteristic
of the commercial area of a large town.
(h)

2.6

Hengistbury Head
Hengistbury Head is a dramatic promontory forming the eastern most
point of Poole Bay, and the southern flank of Christchurch Harbour. The
two mile long headland consists of a partly wooded ridge, with mudflats
on the north sides, within Christchurch Harbour, and a sandy/shingle
beach to the south. Within a small area there is a mixture of heath,
woodland, meadow, saltmarsh, dune and a shingle/rocky shore. The cliffs
of Hengistbury Head are undergoing constant erosion.

Land Use and Population
The main land uses within the study area include agriculture, tourism, leisure and
recreation and localised industry with fishing along the coast.

2.6.1

Agriculture
Agricultural land is classified by DEFRA into five grades. There is little high grade
agricultural land to the south of the study area with the main agricultural land being
of grades 3 and 4, consisting predominantly of permanent pasture principally
grazed by horses. Grade 3 agricultural land is now split into 2 grades, Grades 3a
and 3b, with grade 3a land being generally more suitable for arable crops. Lower
classifications, including 3b and 4, are more suitable for permanent pasture.
Within Poole Harbour, areas of agricultural land are restricted to the western and
southern shores, however, there is some semi-natural grassland and farmland on
the northern shores of Holes Bay. The north-western shore of Lytchett Bay also
contains reclaimed pasture which is used for grazing with woodland to the south.
Much of Holton Heath is Grade 5 and predominantly used for grazing sheep.
There are also reclaimed marshes at Keysworth Point, the landward edge of which
is grazed by cattle.
The southern shores contain extensive areas of reclaimed grassland, particularly in
the upper estuary where the Rivers Piddle and Frome merge to form the Wareham
Channel at Swineham Marshes. Much of the Arne Peninsula is of Grade 5 value
and used for lowland cattle and sheep grazing. This grades into a concentration of
arable land between the two inlets of Middlebere and Wytch Channels and around
Wytch Farm.
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Much of the central southern shore, including the marshland around the Fitzworth
shore, is grazed by cattle, sheep and horses with access from the pasture on higher
ground nearby. There is no agricultural land around the Goathorn Peninsula,
which is given over to coniferous plantations.
The southern shores of the Harbour, which lie within the district of Purbeck, are
essentially natural, consisting of salt-marsh, reedbed and mud-flats on the shoreline
itself. Large expanses of heathland tend to dominate the coastal scenery above high
water mark; notably on the Arne Peninsula extending west towards the Harbour
mouth. Much of this heathland contains coniferous plantations. These are
particularly prominent on the Goathorn Peninsula and Rempstone, Newton and
Wytch Heaths.
To the north and east of Poole Harbour the coast is highly urbanised and there is
little agricultural land. Hengistbury Head is the only significant undeveloped site
and consists predominantly of a mixture of unimproved grassland, scrub,
heathland and woodland.
2.6.2

Conservation Land Holdings
(a)
The National Trust
The National Trust has land holdings at three sites within the study area,
namely Brownsea Island, Studland and Ballard Down. Under the
National Trust Acts, the Trust has the power to declare areas of its land
inalienable. Those areas must then remain under the Trust’s protection in
perpetuity for the benefit of the nation, meaning that they cannot be sold
or compulsory acquired without consent from Parliament.
The Trust has developed a management plan for the Studland peninsula
that extends for three miles from the chalk cliffs of Handfast Point and
Old Harry Rocks to South Haven Point, including Shell Bay. Brownsea
Island was acquired by the Trust in 1962 and comprises a mixture of
heath and woodland, now a haven for a rich variety of wildlife. Part of
the island is leased as a nature reserve to the Dorset Wildlife Trust.
(b)

The Wareham Royalty
The beds of the Rivers Frome and Piddle, together with adjoining water
meadows, are managed by The Wareham Royalty. In 1989, the National
Rivers Authority acquired the Wareham Royalty Fishery from Wessex
Water.
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The Royalty includes one of the largest areas of permanent grassland on
the south coast and is of importance for wintering and breeding birds that
find the reed and scrub an ideal habitat for Cetti’s warblers and bearded
tits. There is a wide range of fish in the river with sea trout, brown trout,
Atlantic salmon and the threatened lamprey. More common species
include eels, roach, dace, perch, flounder and bass.
2.6.3

Settlements and Population
The most southerly development in the study area is the town of Swanage, located
for the most part in Swanage Bay but extending south along the cliff top into
Durlston Bay, where cliff stabilisation measures have been undertaken to protect
residential flats. Swanage Bay is fronted by a long sandy beach, backed in places by
beach huts. The town comprises a mixture of residential housing, tourism
accommodation, shops and light industrial developments, leisure facilities and
sewage infrastructure. Houses and hotels are also situated on or close to the cliff
top along the north of the bay.
Moving north, the small coastal village of Studland is situated near Handfast Point
at the southern end of Studland Bay. Studland consists of a small community of
houses and shops (some of which cater for tourists), community open space, bed
and breakfasts, a large hotel, village pubs and community buildings. The village is
set back behind the long sandy beaches, cliffs and dunes of Studland Bay that is
owned by the National Trust and provides a car park and various tourist facilities
including beach huts, a café, shop and interpretation centre.
The only settlement along the southern boundary of Poole Harbour is the hamlet
of Arne that comprises a number of residential properties, an RSPB site office and
toy museum. Further west, between the mouths of the Rivers Frome and Piddle,
lies the Saxon town of Wareham. The historic part of the town is compact, having
developed within the constraints of the two river valleys and the original Saxon
earth ramparts that surround the town on three sides. More recently, substantial
development has taken place outside the walls to the north of the River Piddle.
Further development is constrained by river and coastal floodplains and areas
designated for their nature conservation and landscape.
The north shore of the harbour is developed from the largely industrial
development of Holton Heath just landward of the railway line to the west. The
majority of the harbour shoreline comprises the town of Poole. Poole is a
substantial settlement that has developed around the port since late medieval
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times, experiencing rapid outward growth during the 1970s and 1980s. Further
development is likely to be within the existing built-up area, where infill will
continue to increase the population of the town.
The Borough of Poole also extends east along the open coast, comprising the
small developments of Canford Cliffs and Branksome Chine before merging into
the conurbation of Bournemouth. The residential settlements that lie along the
shoreline within the Sandbanks area of the Borough of Poole represent some of
the most expensive properties in the area. The amount of undeveloped land in the
Borough is limited, particularly within coastal areas, and hence demand for
residential flats has grown.
The town of Bournemouth lies adjacent to the coast for much of the remaining
Poole Bay frontage, eventually giving way to the natural feature of Hengistbury
Head. The town also comprises the smaller developments of Boscombe and
Southbourne. Land uses adjacent to the seafront include residential areas, tourismrelated infrastructure (hotels, entertainment etc), services and roads. Two piers,
used predominantly for tourism and leisure pursuits, extend into the sea opposite
Bournemouth and Boscombe.
Over the course of the last century, Dorset’s population has grown from 269,000
to 672,000, the majority of which has been due to migration and has occurred
around the principal settlements of Bournemouth and Poole which are the
industrial and commercial centres for the County.
Conflict exists between residential development of waterfront areas and other
activities, such as boatyards, which have no alternative venues but do not have the
same high economic value. Recent urban developments in the area have included
substantial marinas with associated housing such as Moriconium Quay in Poole
Harbour.
2.6.4

Economy
Swanage was a booming holiday resort in the 1880s when the railway line was first
opened. Since the 1970s the local economy has suffered with the decline of the
traditional seaside holiday. Today Swanage is a small residential and tourist town,
with a range of shopping and leisure facilities. The town promenade is lined with
tourist facilities and attractions such as cafés, shops and arcades. Swanage pier,
which dates from 1895 has been restored in recent years and includes many
facilities including a visitors’ centre, shop, toilets, boat trips and angling.
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The isolation of Swanage from other centres of employment has left it significantly
dependent upon the tourism industry and consequently suffering from a serious
seasonal unemployment problem. The District Council has recognised the lack of
employment opportunities and has put forward proposals for an extension to the
existing industrial estate, intended to improve the economy of the town by
providing wider employment opportunities.
Employment within Poole is provided from a variety of industries, with a recent
expansion in the service sector most noticeable, although manufacturing still
remains important in the area. Light industry is also prevalent within the harbour
confines including an engineering works and a chemical works.
Poole, as a medium sized port, makes a substantial contribution to the local
economy of South East Dorset and thereby to the maintenance and growth of its
employment, by providing sea routes for the import and export of goods. The
main areas of port development are situated on the northern side of Poole
Harbour along with the associated boatbuilders, freight/passenger ferry service,
power station and a marine aggregates wharf. Commercial and industrial
development is currently proposed on the eastern side of Holes Bay with mix use
development at West Quay Road, Bridge approach and Lower Hamworthy.
The Wytch Farm oilfield, with the potential for 3,500 million gallons of oil
extraction, is the largest onshore oilfield in Western Europe. Hydrocarbon
reserves are situated for the most part underneath Poole Harbour and the Isle of
Purbeck, stretching out to sea beneath Poole Bay. There are a number of well sites
on the southern side of Poole Harbour and two are situated on Furzey Island.
There is a gathering station at Wytch Farm within Arne (a peninsula situated on
the southern shores of Poole Harbour) and a rail terminal at Furzebrook.
Within the Bournemouth conurbation, employment is mainly related to service
industries, with manufacturing only accounting for a comparatively small
percentage of the local economy. Office development has seen a major growth in
recent years and tourism continues to grow.

2.7

Archaeology and Cultural Heritage

2.7.1

Introduction
Three statutes provide protection for archaeological sites and their settings:
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•

Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act (AMAA) 1979 - Sites judged to
be of national importance are protected by the AMAA Act and known as
Scheduled Monuments.

•

Town and Country Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 -This
provides the principal legislative framework for protection of specific buildings
and areas considered to be of special architectural or historic importance.

•

Protection of Wrecks Act 1973 - This provides for the designation of shipwrecks
for archaeological or historical interest.

Further protection is afforded through the land use planning system under the
Town and Country Planning Act 1990, with advice provided through Planning
Policy Guidance Notes, notably PPGs 14, 15, 16 and 20. The Code of Practice for
Seabed Developers (Joint Nautical Archaeology Policy Committee 1995) embodies
the principals of PPG16, setting out the need for consideration of the
archaeological resource to be incorporated at the outset of project planning. It is
recommended that Coastal/Tidal Defence strategies provide sufficient information
on the restrictions imposed by these statutes and guidelines in relation to coastal
defence planning.
Nationally important archaeological sites are generally designated Scheduled
Monuments (SMs). These sites make up a comparatively small proportion of the
total archaeological resource, thus unscheduled sites are identified and recorded on
the Local Authorities Sites and Monuments Record (SMR). These records contain
details of important historic buildings that are identified as Listed Buildings whilst
larger urban areas of historic significance are identified as Conservation Areas.
Information on the historic environment, including archaeology and built historical
interest, within the study area has been obtained from Dorset County Council
Heritage Unit, English Heritage, the National Monuments Record Centre and the
Defence of Britain group.
2.7.2

Background
Evidence of past land use has been well documented in the County Sites and
Monuments Record. In the Parish of Studland, Iron Age and Medieval field
systems have been discovered and there is also evidence of a Roman settlement
within the area, with remains of a Roman cemetery on the site of St Nicholas
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Churchyard. Salt works dating from Roman and Medieval times have also been
found within the Parish, as well as the remains of an old windmill.
There is evidence of shale working within the parish of Swanage dating from
Roman times and an Iron Age field system. Remains of a Roman British
settlement have also been discovered near the present day site of Swanage caravan
park. The majority of archaeological remains to be found within the Purbeck area
consist predominantly of Bronze Age barrows. Those parts of the study area
falling within the Purbeck district, notably the coastline from Durlston Head
extending northwards to the southern boundary of Poole Harbour, fall within an
area of known 'high archaeological potential', as detailed in the Purbeck District
Local Plan. This area is likely to contain further archaeological remains that have
yet to be discovered.
English Heritage has identified Poole Harbour as one of the most important areas
for coastal archaeology in England. The degree and rate of sea level rise in the
Harbour since the Iron Age has been studied in some detail. There have been
frequent preservations of organic material such as pieces of wooden furniture
which have been excavated at a Romano-British site off Brownsea Island. It is to
be expected that other submerged sites and features exist within the Harbour. A
number of structures has been built within the harbour ranging from the causeway
linking Green Island to the mainland (undated but possibly Medieval), to individual
posts protruding from the mud. Its continuous use, from prehistoric times to
present, means that structures of almost any date could survive. Because of sea
level rise, formerly terrestrial sites may now be found in both the intertidal and
subtidal zones.
Poole Harbour has been historically important as a commercial harbour since preRoman times. The area has been inhabited since before the Iron Age and contains
a network of settlements such as those located on Furzey and Green islands, which
were exploiting mineral resources both within Poole Harbour and the Isle of
Purbeck.
Evidence of past land use includes the discovery of Roman saltworks within the
Arne vicinity and ridge and furrow field systems dating from the Medieval and
Bronze Ages. Remains of Roman Roads have also been discovered at a number of
locations within this area. A number of sites within the Harbour were associated
with the trade of goods, in particular Green Island and Hamworthy. The Roman
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2nd Augusta Legion that conquered Wessex had a supply base at Hamworthy
linked to the legionary fortifications at Lake near Wimborne.
A number of sea defence structures dating from the early eighteenth century can
also be found around Swineham Point and the mouth of the Frome. Such
structures are of historical importance and should be recorded with the impact of
any future coastal defence works assessed prior to their construction.
Areas within the Borough of Poole that have been identified in the Local Plan as
being of specially high archaeological potential include:
•

Hamworthy – Particularly rich in Roman remains including a Roman port,
settlement, road and saltworkings. Also evidence of material from other
periods.

•

The Old Town – Area occupied by the medieval town of Poole, deep deposits
of medieval stratigraphy

•

Poole Harbour - Due to anticipated increases in the rate of sea level rise
present, the inter-tidal zone is of particular importance in future archaeological
conservation. Deeper waters may contain structural and artefactual remains
such as causeways and wrecks.

•

Eastern shore of Poole Harbour - Potential for flooded material along the
harbour and settlement / burials along the ridge.

•

Sandbanks area of Poole Harbour - The specific areas identified are the
Harbour edge where there is potential for flooded material and the ridge above
it that may contain settlements or burial sites. The inter-tidal zone in this area
is also of particular importance due to the substantial rise in sea-levels, present
in the archaeological record.

Wareham is of considerable historic interest, situated on a site that was established
as far back as the Iron Age. The town was an important cross channel port in
Saxon times. In 876AD, the town was captured by the Danes, and as a result of
this, Wareham was one of a number of Wessex towns that were subsequently
defended by high walls.
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Hengistbury Head is an area of very high archaeological interest with evidence of
occupation from Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic times through the Bronze
and Iron Ages until the end of the Roman period. Many artefacts from across
these periods have been found and extensive studies have been carried out, for
example by Professor Cunliffe of the University of Oxford (1987). The most
obvious archaeological structure at the Head is Double Dykes, an Iron Age
fortification across the entrance to the peninsula, which delimited the settlement
until the Romano-British period. Erosion of the Head has led to the loss of a
significant part of this monument over the last two millennia. The discovery of a
rich range of artefacts from the Iron Age promontory fort constructed at
Hengistbury Head reveals that the promontory was a trading centre for goods,
such as wine and glass, from the continent and Mediterranean with copper from
Cornwall. There is also evidence that surface deposits of iron ore were worked on
the site. Archaeological remains from the historical period include evidence of
lime burning, salt making, and dockworks from the 18th and 19th centuries and
harbour works from the 17th century.
There has been a considerable number of isolated finds such as worked flint and
pottery that have also been discovered along the open coast between Poole
Harbour and Hengistbury Head. None of these finds are of particular intrinsic
archaeological importance but they do provide a valuable insight into the historic
use of the area. A significant find of Haematite Iron Ore in a smelting pit on the
East Overcliff Drive was also recorded during reconstruction works in 1968. This
demonstrated that ancient people transported Jurassic Iron Ore here in order to
produce bronze or improved iron products. This ore has a higher iron content
than the ores naturally occurring at Hengistbury Head.
Features of terrestrial archaeological interest in the study are shown on Figure 14.
2.7.3

Scheduled Monuments
Purbeck as a whole has a rich and diverse archaeological heritage with 512
archaeological sites listed in Dorset County Council’s Sites and Monuments record,
168 of which are Scheduled Monuments (SMs). There are few lying close to the
coast, notably at Swanage, Ballard Down and near Studland Bay House. The old
town walls at Wareham which surround the old town on three sides are also SMs
and are among the best preserved earthworks of the Saxon period in Western
Europe. Within Poole Harbour with the exception of the designated SMs at Arne,
sites are mostly located within the Old Town, Quay and High Street Conservation
Areas of Poole.
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The most significant archaeological interest along the Bournemouth frontage is
Hengistbury Head, a site of international significance that has been well studied.
The whole of the Head from the Iron Age fortification of Double Dykes
eastwards is a Scheduled Monument. As noted in Section 2.1, a significant part of
the Monument has been lost to erosion, particularly over the last 200 years. There
is concern that continued erosion and rising sea levels will lead to a breach or
overtopping at the location of Double Dykes and ultimately the complete loss of
key features within the Monument.
Scheduled Monuments in the study area are listed in Table 2.7.
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Table 2.7
Parish

Scheduled Monuments within the Study Area
SMR

Description

NGR

Studland
22992 The King Barrow
SZ 0461 8201
Studland
22995 Bowl Barrow, eastern end of Ballard Down
SZ 0420 8132
Studland
22999 Bowl Barrow, west Studland Bay House
SZ 0330 8298
Studland
23000 Bowl Barrow, 100m NW Studland Bay House SZ 0323 8305
Swanage
153 The old prison and pump
SZ 0299 7876
Swanage
487 Two round barrows, eastern end Ballard Down SZ 040 813
Poole
44
The Town Cellar
SZ 0085 9030
Poole
154 The Guildhall
SZ 0100 9056
Poole
71
Scaplans Court High Street
SZ 0090 9035
Poole
566 The Town Wall
SZ 0081 9032
Poole
752 The Custom House
SZ 0087 9030
Arne
28301 Bowl Barrow on Arne Hill
SY 9692 8815
Arne
28302 Bronze Age Bowl Barrow Arne Hill
SY 9717 8806
Bournemouth
824 Bronze Age Barrow (earthwork)
SZ 1660 9102
Bournemouth
824 Bronze Age Long Barrow
SZ 1669 9106
Bournemouth
824 Bronze Age Bowl Barrow
SZ 1673 9106
Bournemouth
824 Bronze Age Round Barrow
SZ 1719 9069
Bournemouth
824 Bronze Age Round Barrow
SZ 1720 9061
Bournemouth
824 Bronze Age Round Barrow
SZ 1728 9069
Bournemouth
824 Bronze Age Round Barrow
SZ 1771 9063
Bournemouth
824 Iron Age Round Barrow
SZ 1704 9069
Bournemouth
824 Iron Age Cross Dyke
SZ 1640 9082
Bournemouth
824 Iron Age Settlement
SZ 1695 9090
TH
Bournemouth
824 Roman Settlement (AD 43–5 C AD)
SZ 0695 9090
Bournemouth
824 Bronze Age Metalwork
SZ 1768 9066
Bournemouth
824 Bronze Age flint/stone axe
SZ 1726 9082
Bournemouth
824 Mesolithic Chipping Floor
SZ 1721 9059
Bournemouth
824 Palaeolithic worked stone
SZ 1745 9050
Bournemouth
824 Prehistoric Flint Assemblage
SZ 170 907
Bournemouth
824 Prehistoric Flint Assemblage
SZ 162 912
Bournemouth
820 Bronze Age Barrow (circumstantial)
SZ 1634 9135
Bournemouth
820 Bronze Age Barrow (earthwork)
SZ 1625 9125
Note: SMR = Sites and Monument Record; NGR = National Grid Reference

Doc No Rev: Date: July 2003
W:\maritime\PROJECTS\Coastal\WCPBHS\reports\Strategy Report\Technical Annexes\10 - Strategic Environmental Assessment\Other versions\TECHNICAL ANNEX Strategic Environmental Assessment.doc

55

2.7.4

Listed Buildings
Listed Buildings are structures or groups of buildings listed by the Department for
Culture, Media and Sports as being of special Architectural or Historic Interest and
are either Grade I, Grade II* or Grade II. The Grade I Listed Buildings are of
exceptional quality and their preservation is of national importance. Grade II* may
also be of national significance whilst Grade II buildings are of regional interest.
Most of those within the Borough of Poole are located in the Old Town, Quay
and High Street Conservation Areas.

2.7.5

Built Conservation Areas
A Conservation Area is an area of special architectural or historic interest, the
character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance. The
locations of Conservation Areas in the study area are shown in Figure 14.
There are two Conservation Areas in the south of the study area, one situated at
Swanage, with the other more recent designation at Studland. A major
enhancement scheme has also been undertaken along the Swanage seafront to
maintain and restore its special and unique historic character.
The historic importance of Poole Harbour is reflected in the number of
Conservation Areas that border its shoreline. These areas span Victorian and
Edwardian periods in addition to some inter-war development. They include:
•

Evening Hill – characterised by low-density development, large distinguished
houses from the Victorian and inter war periods, set in mature landscaped
grounds;

•

Old Town – contains the highest concentration of Listed Buildings and is vital
to the heritage of the town;

•

Quay – the essential character of the Quay Conservation Area derives from
the buildings in the centre of the Quay, such as the former Custom House,
from the Old Harbour Office to Old Orchard. Tall gable fronted warehouses
are the predominant building form;

•

High Street;
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•

Poole Park - comprising the whole of the Victorian (1890) public park,
including the lakes and a number of mostly residential properties. The open
character of the park is an important part of the heritage of Poole.

Much of the old part of Wareham and the surrounding land is included in the
'Wareham and Stoborough Conservation Area'.
Along the open coastline extending from Poole Harbour eastwards there are
several other Conservation Areas spanning the Victorian and Edwardian eras in
addition to some early 20th century development. The first two listed below fall
under the jurisdiction of the Borough of Poole and the remainder within
Bournemouth.
•

Beach Road – Only one of two conservation areas containing a SNCI.
Characterised by low-density development intermingled with wooded open
space.

•

Canford Cliffs – characterised by low-density development, large distinguished
houses from the Victorian and inter-war periods, set in mature landscaped
grounds.

•

Undercliff Road – a terrace of twenty properties built at the turn of the
century by McEwan Brown.

•

East Cliff – extending from Bath Hill to Boscombe Chine along the cliff top.
There is a great diversity of architecture and buildings with a strong reminder
of the original Victorian development along East Overcliff Drive and Grove
Road.

•

West Cliff/Poole Hill – includes much of the remaining early development
carried out in the second half of the 19th Century on the slopes and plateau
immediately to the west of the Bourne Valley and south of Norwich
Avenue/Poole Road.

•

West Overcliff Drive – stretching from Durley Chine to Alum Chine, the area
was developed primarily between 1900 and 1925 with Edwardian mansion
houses of great character set in large grounds.
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Boscombe Manor – developed in the grounds of a Georgian villa, Shelley
Lodge, the area is largely comprised of detached villas built between 1895 and
1920, with the largest plots nearer the sea.

•

2.7.6

Historic Parks and Gardens
English Heritage has designated certain areas of open space as Historic Parks and
Gardens under the National Heritage Act, 1983. These include Compton Acres,
off Canford Cliff Road, and part of the Coy ponds on the boundary with
Bournemouth. In addition there is a number of other areas of historic landscape
interest such as those at Upton House on the shores of Holes Bay and Poole Park
on the northern shore of Poole Harbour that should be protected.
Details of those gardens within the study area designated as Historic Parks and
Gardens under the National Heritage Act 1983 are listed in Table 2.8.
Table 2.8

Gardens Listed on the English Heritage Register

Site Name

NGR

Compton
Acres, Poole

SZ0589

Size
(ha)
4.6

Pleasure
Gardens,
Bournemouth

SZ0891

19

Description
Early C20th gardens
of eclectic kind,
linked by circular
path.
C19th ornamental
public gardens

EHR
Ref
GD 1705

Grade

GD 1715

II*

II*

Note: EHR - English Heritage Register
2.7.7

Underwater Archaeology
There are a number of known wrecks and potential wreck sites that lie within the
Study Area, the locations of which are shown in Figure 14. Of particular interest is
a 16th century vessel in Studland Bay. The armed vessel that was carrying Iberian
pottery was discovered in 1984 and has since been partially excavated by Poole Bay
Archaeological Research Group for the Poole Museums Service. The wreck site is
of national importance and designated under the Protection of Wreck Act 1973.
As such an area within 75m radius of position 50° 39.67'N, 01° 54.79'W is
restricted, affecting Admiralty charts 2611 and 2175. Some artefacts also remain in
an area known as ‘The Yards’, off the northern side of Handfast Point. Several
damaged vessels were beached and broken up in this vicinity.
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There are also numerous records of shipwrecks within Poole Harbour including a
large iron-age log boat that was discovered off Brownsea Island in 1965. This
would have provided transport for goods within the Harbour and the presence of
which indicates the great potential for preservation of assets within the silts that
are present. There have been numerous scattered finds that indicate the presence
of several wrecks, dating back to the early eighteenth century. As well as wrecked
ships, Holes Bay was traditionally used as a dumping ground for old vessels and
the remains of many ships can be found there.
Several offshore wreck sites exist within Poole Bay including up to seven Valentine
tanks. These are located mainly in the western part of the bay with one tank just
south of Boscombe pier. The tanks date from experiments carried out in 1942.
Other significant discoveries include the Antler Wreck, a small wooden wreck on
the edge of Hook Sands (possibly an 18th century stone barge) and a group of 20
stone anchors in Poole Bay which currently remain undated. The discovery of
wreck timbers near Durley Chine dating from the 17th or 18th century (SMR
Bournemouth 166) also indicates the presence of a potentially important wreck
offshore. In addition, a survey undertaken by BP identified seventy-five sonar
targets in the area, all of which they considered were probably shipwrecks.
The Iron Age Fort at Hengistbury Head is also recorded on the National Maritime
Record, thus highlighting the considerable amount of land loss that has taken place
here since Iron Age times and particularly since the Iron stone working of the mid
nineteenth century.

2.8

Transport Network and Traffic

2.8.1

Road Links
Access to the study area from the east is via the M3, M27 and A31 road system.
Road networks to the north and west are relatively poor with the A350 providing
the main connection to Bristol or the M4 and the North West.
Swanage is situated between Poole Harbour and Weymouth and reached via the
A351 from Wareham or via the Sandbanks/Shell Bay ferry from Bournemouth.

2.8.2

Rail Links
Rail links in the study area extend from Wareham to the east of Poole Harbour,
following the northern shore of Poole Harbour to Holton Heath before crossing
the entrance of Lytchett Bay and continuing on to Hamworthy. From here the
railway line crosses Holes Bay before heading southwards into Poole, running for a
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short length adjacent to the shore before turning inland through Parkstone and on
to Bournemouth which is connected by a main line to London.
2.8.3

Shipping and Ferry Services
Commercial marine traffic operating out of Poole comprises foreign and local rollon roll-off ferries and conventional cargo (foreign and coast trade). Bulk cargo
including fuels and minerals in addition to local onshore and offshore oil support.
Large quantities of commercial, military and recreational traffic use Poole Harbour
and the shipping channel that extends out into Poole Bay.
All commercial traffic, fishing fleet and larger pleasure craft are restricted to using
the Swash Channel as the entry into and out of Poole Harbour with smaller fishing
boats and pleasure craft able to use the East Looe Channel running parallel to
Sandbanks outside the harbour entrance.
Passenger ferries run various routes in and around Poole Harbour including a
service between Poole and Brownsea Island within Poole Harbour. A vehicle ferry
links the mouth of Poole Harbour, between Sandbanks and Shell Bay. These
locations are also visited by passenger ferries from Bournemouth, the Isle of Wight
and Swanage. Continental vehicle ferries operate between Poole and the Channel
Islands (Jersey and Guernsey), Cherbourg and St Malo, whilst small boat trips run
around the harbour and along the Purbeck Coast from Swanage to Lulworth.

2.9

Water and Aquatic Environment

2.9.1

Water Quality Sampling
(a)
Rivers
The Environment Agency is responsible for carrying out water quality
monitoring, under the Water Resources Act, 1991. Much of the
monitoring is carried out for the purposes of the General Quality
Assessment (GQA) scheme and to assess compliance with the River
Ecosystem (RE) classification scheme. Classified rivers are sampled on a
routine basis with stretches of river assigned a sample point characteristic
of that stretch. Data from each sample point is then used to assess the
river quality in that stretch (Environment Agency, 1997). The RE
classification comprises five classes in order of decreasing quality, which
relate to the following uses:
•
•

RE1: water of very good quality and suitable for all fish species;
RE2: water of good quality and suitable for all fish species;
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•
•
•

RE3: water of fair quality and suitable for high class coarse fish
populations;
RE4: water of fair quality and suitable for coarse fish populations;
RE5: water of poor quality that is likely to limit coarse fish
populations.

There are four designated Main Rivers in the study area.

(b)

•

The Corfe River from Bucknowle House to the Estuary,
marginally failed to comply with its River Quality Objective of
RE2 in 1998 and 1999 due to elevated biochemical oxygen
demand and low dissolved oxygen. Based on data recorded in
2000, the Chemical GQA was graded C (Fairly Good) and the
Biological GQA was graded A (Very Good).

•

The Frome Riter, from Holme Bridge to Wareham (estuary), was
set a River Quality Objective of RE2 although based on 19981999 figures, is unclassified.

•

The Piddle River downstream of the Trigon bifurcation to
Wareham (Estuary) was set a River Quality Objective of RE2,
although it was also unclassified in 1998-1999. Both the
Chemical and Biological GQA’s of this stretch are graded as A
(Very Good), (2000).

•

The Sherford River from upstream of Morden Park Lake to the
Estuary was Compliant with its River Quality Objective of RE2
and has been graded A (Very Good) for its Chemical and
Biological GQA (2000).

Shellfish Waters
Routine water quality data are collected from Poole Harbour to assess
compliance with the EC Shellfish Waters Directive. Sites are monitored by
Poole Borough Council and sampled 12 times a year and analysed for a
wide range of parameters. Compliance is assessed against standards given
in the Directive. Results from 2001 (Table 2.2) show no exceedences of
the standard.
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Table 2.2

Shellfish Monitoring Sites in Poole Harbour and
Compliance in 2001

Site

NGR

Exceedances

Poole 1 (Wareham
channel buoy 82)

SY9630089300

None

-

Poole 6 (near Salterns
Marina buoy 36)

SZ0350089300

None

-

Poole 12 (South Deep)

SZ0140086800

None

-

(c)

Problem

EC Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive
Concentrations of nutrients originating from the land are also found near
the coast in less saline waters. However, these sources of nutrients are
being reduced due to the changes in practice that are required by
European legislation. This includes the increased treatment of sewage
effluent, as required by the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive (EU
Directive 91/271/EEC), and the protection of waters against pollution
caused by nitrates from agricultural sources (EU Directive 91/676/EEC).
Directive 91/676/EEC involves “vulnerable zones” being designated. In
the case of coastal and marine waters, this designation is based on whether
they “are found to be eutrophic or in the near future may become
eutrophic” (Harding & Nichols, 1987 cited by English Nature, 1998).
Routine monitoring data are collected from Poole Harbour, the
freshwater inputs to the harbour, and STW discharging directly and
indirectly to the harbour. The samples are analysed to ascertain if the
harbour is eutrophic due to nutrient inputs from qualifying sewage
treatment works and riverine inputs and should be designated as a
sensitive area/polluted water eutrophic to protect its high ecological
status.
Sampling point locations are shown on Figure 13. Poole Harbour has
been put forward to DEFRA as a ‘c. Sensitive area’ under the EC Urban
Waste Water Treatment Directive (UWWTD), also a ‘c. polluted
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eutrophic area’ under the Nitrates Directive by the Environment Agency.
This should be clarified if the proposed sites have been accepted by
DEFRA.
(d)

EC Bathing Waters Directive
The EU Bathing Water Directive (76/160/EEC) was agreed in Brussels
on 8 December 1975 and imposes statutory objectives on bathing waters.
Its two main objectives are:
•
•

to improve or maintain the quality of bathing water for reasons of
amenity; and
to protect public health.

The Environment Agency carries out the monitoring and then reports to
the Department of the Environment, which assesses compliance on a
calendar year basis. The bathing season in England and Wales runs from
15 May to 30 September and sampling commences two weeks before the
start of the season. Twenty samples are taken at regular intervals
throughout the season at each site and these are analysed for total and
faecal coliform bacteria. All samples are taken at predetermined points off
the beach of the identified bathing water where the daily average density
of bathers is at its highest (Environment Agency, 1999).
The mandatory coliform standards given in the Directive that are used to
assess compliance are that 95% of samples meet the following:
•

a limit of 10,000 total coliforms per 100ml; and

•

no more than 2,000 faecal coliforms per 100ml.

The more stringent guideline values for coliform and faecal streptococci
standards given in the Directive are that:
•

80% of samples must not contain more than 500 total coliforms
or 100 faecal coliforms per 100ml; and

•

90% of samples must not contain more than 100 faecal
streptococci per 100ml.

There are 10 designated bathing waters within the study area. Results for
these beaches for the period of 2001 are reproduced in Table 2.3.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bournemouth Pier
Alum Chine, Bournemouth
Boscombe Pier, Bournemouth
Durley, Bournemouth
Fisherman's Walk, Bournemouth
Rockley Sands, Poole Harbour
Branksome Chine, Poole
Sandbanks, Poole
Shore Road, Poole
Swanage, Central
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Table 2.3

Bathing Water Quality for Designated Bathing Waters in Poole Bay and Harbour (2001)
Units: bacteria per 100 ml sample
Swanage

Criterion
Total Coliforms
80th Percentile (Guideline)
90th Percentile
95th Percentile
(Mandatory)
Maximum
Faecal Coliforms
80th Percentile (Guideline)
90th Percentile
95th Percentile
(Mandatory)
Maximum
Faecal Streptococci
90th Percentile (Guideline)
95th Percentile
Maximum

Studland

Poole

Bournemouth

Swanage
Central

Knoll
House

Shell
Bay
North

Sandbanks
CP

Shore
Road
Sandbanks

Poole
Harbour
Sandbanks

Branksome
Chine

Alum
Chine

Durley
Chine

Pier

Boscomb
e Pier

Fishermans
Walk

Southbourme

Hengistbury
East

<10
27
36

<10
<10
<10

<10
27
36

<10
27
27

<10
18
18

36
320
454

81
108
117

36
108
113

79
105
320

460
800
800

550
690
1091

72
162
200

54
189
448

36
54
63

36

27

36

36

18

1273

480

441

787

10800

1600

230

800

2400

<10
18
18

<10
<10
<10

<10
<10
<10

<10
<10
18

<10
<10
<10

45
146
232

27
99
144

18
27
63

18
54
117

420
750
973

430
560
620

63
154
154

45
135
290

18
27
36

18

<10

18

18

18

937

297

200

440

4320

973

200

964

1182

<10
<10
18

<10
<10
<10

<10
<10
36

<10
<10
45

<10
<10
<10

45
54
480

36
36
72

18
108
171

27
108
171

81
108
3700

198
220
290

27
45
45

36
45
72

18
81
90

Note: Results in shaded boxes represent exceedances of the corresponding standard in the EU Bathing Water Directive.
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2.9.2

Blue Flag Beaches
The Blue Flag is an exclusive eco-label awarded to more than 2800 beaches and
marinas in 23 countries across Europe and South Africa in 2002. It is owned and
run by the independent non-profit organisation, Foundation for Environmental
Education (FEE), and is a symbol of high environmental standards as well as good
sanitary and safety facilities at beaches and marinas.
The Blue Flag is awarded annually and is only valid for one year. To be eligible for
the Blue Flag a bathing beach has to fulfil all requirements of the EC Bathing
Water Directive 76/160/EEC.
Table 2.4 indicates the beaches within the study area that currently hold the award
and their locations are shown on Figure 13.

Table 2.4
Year
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002
2002

2.9.3

Information taken from Blue Flag Awards Website

Municipality
Bournemouth Borough Council
Bournemouth Borough Council
Bournemouth Borough Council
Poole Borough Council
Poole Borough Council
Swanage Town Council
Poole Borough Council

Beach
Alum Chine, Bournemouth
Durley Chine, Bournemouth
Fishermans Walk, Bournemouth
Sandbanks, Poole
Shore Road, Poole
Central, Swanage
Branksome Chine, Poole

Oil Pollution
Through the Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and Co-operation Convention
(OPRC) Regulations a well-established and regularly-tested oil spill contingency
plan is maintained which includes shoreline manuals, environmental sensitivity
maps of Poole Harbour and clean-up plans backed up by £1 million of antipollution equipment.
The Dorset Coastal Pollution Clearance Plan has divided the coast into a number
of sectors, those relevant to this study being:
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•

Sector 2 Hengistbury Head to Boscombe Pier (access points via Solent car
Park, promenade access at Southbourne coast road/Dalmeny road intersection
and Boscombe Pier).

•

Sector 3: Boscombe Pier to Bournemouth/Poole Boundary (access points at
Boscombe Pier off sea road, Bournemouth Pier off Exeter Road, Durley
Chine off West Cliff road, and Alum Chine off Almhurst Road).

•

Sector 4: Bournemouth/Poole Boundary to North Haven Point (access via
Alum Chine, Branksome Chine Car Park, Shore road beach station, Sandbanks
car park and Ferry Way car park).

•

Sector 5: Poole Harbour (access at Ferry Way car park and considerable points
from North Haven Point through to Rockley. Access to the southern and
western shores is only available at Russel Quay, Shipstal Point, Cleaval Point,
Goathorn Point, Jerry's Point and the slipway off Studland toll road)

•

Sector 6: South Haven Point to Handfast Point (access via South Haven Point,
Shell Bay, National Trust knoll beach car park and Redend Point)

•

Sector 7: Handfast Point to Durlston Head (access at Burlington Road, slipway
at Ocean Bay, Shore Road, the Parade (off High Street), main slipway off High
Street, Swanage Pier car park and slipway at boat park and RNLI station off
Peveril Point.

2.9.4

Abstraction and Discharge Consents
There are 51 discharge consents within the Poole Bay study area, the majority of
which are for sewage discharges. The locations of identified discharges are shown
in Figure 13.

2.10

Contaminated Land
Details of potentially contaminated sites have been obtained from Environment
Agency records and a search of historical Ordnance Survey maps dating from
1860. The locations of identified sites are shown in Figure 13.
The most significant known contaminated site bordering Poole Harbour is the
former Royal Naval Cordite Factory at Holton Heath, operational between the
years of 1916 and 1957. The site is 177ha and borders the Wareham Channel,
approximately 6km west of Poole. Local authorities have a responsibility under
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Part IIIA of the Environmental Protection Act to examine their areas for the
purpose of identifying potentially contaminated land. The site is undergoing
inspection due to its history as an explosive manufacturing facility and the
associated contamination. The nature of the contamination comprises:
•

uncontrolled disposal of loose fibrous asbestos during decommissioning of
extensive stream pipe network (northern and southern reserves);

•

an area known as the 'sea dump' used for disposal of power generation (from
one site gasworks and power station) and process wastes. Dumped area
barren. Constituents of waste unknown. Waste tipped directly onto saltmarsh
separated from Wareham Channel behind rubble bund. Evidence of leachate
entering Poole Harbour (southern reserve).

•

In addition to the production of cordite, sub factories also produced acids,
acetone, guncotton and other substances such as nitroglycerine.

After closure, the site was used to press vinyl records and for engineering. Most of
the buildings have been demolished and much of the site has now overgrown.
Other sites in Poole that are close to the coast are a former foundry (1938) and
sewage works (1938).
In Purbeck, there is a former gas works at Swanage (1890), which is located inland
and a former sewage works (1927) by the coast at the northern end of the town.
A number of former landfill sites have been identified in Christchurch Harbour
and along the valley of the River Stour. These are considered within the
Christchurch Bay coastal strategy.
Purbeck has a history of quarrying and mining. Analysis of historical maps
identified many former clay pits, gravel pits, sand pits, shafts and brickworks
(Figure 13). At present Purbeck Stone, ball clay, sand and gravel are all quarried
within the district. Past quarries could give rise to contamination depending on the
nature of their in-filling. The extent of possible contamination associated with
these is likely to be lower than the industrial and landfill sites.
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Also present within Purbeck are a number of oil wells particularly within the
Wytch Farm area. Oil is not processed within Purbeck but transported to
Southampton.
2.10.1

Landfill Sites
Table 2.5 identifies existing landfill sites within the study area that are licensed by
the Environment Agency.
Table 2.5
Company
Name

License
Number

Address

Site Type

Baker
Christopher C.

23641

St. Leonards Road
Farm Corfe Mullen,
Wareham Road,
Corfe Mullen.

Non bio-degradable
wastes (non
construction)

Dorset Waste
Management
Ltd.

23528

Swanage Landfill &
BHWS, Panorama
Road, Swanage.

Household,
commercial and
industrial waste

Shuttle C J

23581

Suttles Quarry,
Panorama Road,
Swanage.

Non biodegradable
waste (nonconstruction)

Medium

Tatchells Quarry
Wareham, Carey
Heath, Wareham,
BH20 7AP

Household waste,
commercial and
industrial waste
landfill

Medium

Viridor Waste
Management

2.11

Landfill Sites in the Study Area

23526

Size

Medium

Large

Tourism and Recreation
Tourism is a major industry in Bournemouth and Poole worth an estimated £470
million a year to the economy. Over 20,000 jobs are attributable to the industry in
Bournemouth alone.

2.11.1

Land Based Recreation
In the south of the study area situated around Durlston Head lies the Durlston
Country Park, consisting of more than 100 hectares of coastal downland, hay
meadows, scrub/hedgerows and sea cliff. The park provides a superb venue for
bird watching and is also a Coastwatch centre from which there are regular
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sightings of cetaceans and other marine life. It also provides a number of different
trails within its confines including a cliff top trail that links up with the main South
West Coast Path. There is a Public Right of Way to the beach at Durlston Bay,
however, use of this is not encouraged due to the unstable nature of the cliff face.
Car parking facilities are also available for approximately 120 cars.
The South West Coast path follows the beaches and the clifftops throughout the
west of the study area, terminating at Studland. However continuous walking to
Emsworth is possible via the Solent Way that follows the coastline eastwards.
Other waymarked trails include the Purbeck Way and the Two Rivers Walks that
follow the banks of the Rivers Frome and Piddle. The Purbeck cycleway also
provides a network of cycle routes through the County, one of which follows the
main road from South Haven Point to Studland.
The cliffs around Swanage are a nationally important climbing base as a result of
its good accessibility from London and the south-east. It is primarily used by the
local Wessex mountaineering club. There are seasonal climbing restrictions for the
protection of bird nesting sites and climbing is banned completely in some parts of
the area such as Durlston Country Park.
The beaches of Swanage, Shell Bay, Studland Bay, Poole Sandbanks and those
following the remainder of the frontage to the study area boundary at Hengistbury
Head are high amenity and award winning beaches with good access and heavily
used, particularly by holidaymakers.
The town of Bournemouth is one of the most popular seaside resorts in Britain
attracting 4 million visitors each year with the beaches continuing to be one of its
most important assets. The beaches are extensive and well maintained and there
are a variety of beach based leisure facilities including beach volleyball.
The promenades are largely backed by various recreation facilities such as the
Beach Gardens Sports Park at Swanage (which contains all weather tennis courts,
outdoor bowls rinks and an 18 hole putting course) and Baiter Park in Poole.
To the east of the study area, the promontory of Hengistbury Head is of great
interest to tourists as it is a site of great archaeological interest as well as being a
Site of Special Scientific Interest (for its botanical and geological interest) and a
Local Nature Reserve.
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2.11.2

Water Based Recreation
There is a wide variety of water sports undertaken within the study area with
considerable facilities dotted throughout the coast and harbour.
The River Piddle offers rod and line fishing for salmon and migratory trout, for a
maximum of 14 permits per year covering a length of approximately 3.5
kilometres. Coarse fishing by rod and line using bait only is allowed to holders of a
valid Environment Agency rod licence.
Sport fishing and sea angling are very popular in Shell Bay, Studland Bay and along
the coastal edge of the Bournemouth frontage. Shore fishing is also a popular
activity at Poole, taking place mainly on the beach and foreshore of the Peninsula.
Within Poole Harbour the most popular sites are Poole Quay, Hamworthy,
Salterns, Sandbanks and South Haven Point. Angling by boat and from the shore
occurs in Shell Bay, Studland Bay and from South Haven Point and Swanage. Bait
digging takes place on Whitley Lake inside Sandbanks Hamworthy and Baiter.
Wildfowling is a traditional activity within the harbour, particularly the southern
shores, controlled by Dorset Wildfowlers Association for Shooting and
Conservation who hold sporting rights over all foreshore held by Crown Estates.
The season is from 1 September to 20 February.
Poole Harbour is a nationally important sailing centre due to the natural facility of
the sheltered water and the double tide. There are nine yacht/sailing clubs within
the harbour that use the northern part for dinghy and small cruiser racing. Many of
the craft also use Poole Bay for leisure sailing and competitive racing. There is one
fixed buoy in Poole Bay, the Sadler buoy, 4km south of Bournemouth Pier. Most
racing is carried out over summer weekends.
Personal watercraft are used at Swanage, Poole, Sandbanks and Bournemouth,
although launching of craft is restricted within Poole Harbour and at Sandbanks
where the National Trust has banned launching. There are designated launch sites
at Sandbanks, Poole, and Hengistbury Head, Bournemouth where formal personal
watercraft zones are identified.
The principal locations for water ski-ing are based at Swanage/Studland and Poole.
Within Poole Harbour water ski-ing is by permit only and restricted to the area in
and around Wareham channel, north west of the Arne Peninsula.

Doc No Rev: Date: July 2003
W:\maritime\PROJECTS\Coastal\WCPBHS\reports\Strategy Report\Technical Annexes\10 - Strategic Environmental Assessment\Other versions\TECHNICAL ANNEX Strategic Environmental Assessment.doc

71

There are several windsurfing and kite boarding sites around the northern shores
of Poole Harbour, Bournemouth and Overcombe. The sites within Poole Harbour
are of national significance as the harbour provides a safe environment popular
with beginners and intermediates. The most heavily used site being Whitley Lake a
designated zone.
Sea canoeing is popular along the length of the coast with principal clubs based at
Bournemouth and Poole. Launch facilities outside the harbour are limited to
beaches such as Bournemouth where hire concessions operate for visitors. Power
boat racing also takes place at Bournemouth and from Poole under the auspices of
the Royal Motor Yacht Club, the premier racing club in Britain. Wave breaks used
by surfers are found at Boscombe and Bournemouth piers with a surf life saving
club based at Bournemouth.
Rowing and canoeing clubs in Poole operate from sites near Poole Quay. Hire
facilities are available at Swanage, Studland, Shell Bay, Poole Harbour, Poole
sandbanks and along the Bournemouth frontage for a variety of water based
equipment such as sea canoes, dinghies, wind surfers and personal watercraft.
Some of the recreation pursuits described above are subject to zoning schemes,
particularly within Poole Harbour and along the coastal frontages of
Bournemouth, in an effort to reduce the conflict between users groups and also to
reduce the impact on areas of nature conservation significance.
Much marine recreation requires access to the water for launching facilities. The
Royal Yachting Association has expressed concern that this should be taken into
account in planning any future sea defence works. Premises and facilities used by
recreational clubs (e.g. club houses, marine businesses, launching and landing
facilities) are often located in positions vulnerable to flooding or erosion. Changes
to estuarine morphology or flows, including the risk of loss or erosion of features
such as spits or shingle banks, may also have a significant effect on sailing
opportunities, particularly in sheltered waters for novices, or on moorings.
2.11.3

Moorings
The popular nature of the Poole Bay area for sailing and boating is reflected in the
considerable number of mooring facilities available. Swanage Pier is used regularly
by smaller vessels, including dive boats and pleasure boats for launching and
temporary mooring whilst Studland Bay also provides sheltered anchorage for up
to 300 boats on summer weekends. Moorings on the River Frome lie downstream
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from Wareham Town Quay, with over 100 directly controlled by the Environment
Agency with licences available on an annual basis. Long term agreements have also
been issued by the Agency to Ridge Wharf Yacht Centre and Redcliffe Yacht Club.
Within Poole Harbour the bulk of swinging moorings used for pleasure craft are
held by Poole Harbour Commissioners (4,000), many of which found off
Sandbanks. However, nine other companies offer moorings or berths in facilities at
Cobbs Quay, Salterns Marina, Parkstone yacht club and Poole yacht club
constituting approximately 2250. Moorings have also more recently been built at
the Poole Dolphin Haven off Town Quay.
2.11.4

Tourist Attractions
There are a number of tourist attractions throughout the study area. The Swanage
steam railway runs from Swanage to Corfe Castle and forms part of a park and ride
car scheme run by Purbeck District Council, the ultimate goal of which is to
connect with the National Railway network at Wareham. Other attractions at
Swanage include the heritage interpretation centre, working lifeboat station, the
Pier and the Mowlem theatre.
Vintage steamships such as the PS Waverley and the MV Balmoral operate from
Swanage once a year on their trip around the UK and there are day excursion boat
trips departing from Swanage Pier to Brownsea Island, Bournemouth, the Isle of
Wight and Poole. Sightseeing trips also operate to the lighthouses off Durlston
Head from Swanage.
The main attraction at Studland is four miles of sandy beach, owned by the
National Trust. It is used by up to 20,000 people on a sunny day. Further north,
particular tourism attractions at Poole include Poole Pottery, which receives over
1,000,000 visitors/year and the historic and architectural interest in Poole’s
Conservation Areas, such as the Quay and Old Town. Poole Harbour itself is also
a major base for water based recreational activities as is the beach at Rockley Sands
and Lower Hamworthy (see Section 2.10.2). The surrounding Dorset Heathland is
also a popular recreational area for resident and tourists alike.
Brownsea Island, owned by the National Trust is a popular attraction comprising a
500 acre nature reserve accessed via regular passenger ferries from Poole Quay.
These pleasure boat companies also provide harbour cruises and routes to
Bournemouth, Swanage and Poole Sandbanks. River cruises are also available from
Wareham Quay. Along the coastal frontages of Bournemouth and Poole the
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prime attraction is the award winning beaches, however other key attractions
include the Piers at Bournemouth and Boscombe, the Bournemouth Oceanarium
and Multiplex cinema located along Bournemouth promenade, Bournemouth
International Centre and the gardens. Land trains also operate along much of the
Poole and Bournemouth frontages during the summer months that are heavily
used by tourists.
2.11.5

Access to the Beach and Coastal Area
Parking facilities are available at a number of coastal locations throughout the
Study Area and the majority of these are associated with good beach access. Those
which are managed by the National Trust include Shell Bay, Knoll Beach, Middle
Beach and South Beach. To the south of Handfast Point access is restricted by
Ballard cliff which extends to the north of Swanage. There is footpath access at
Shep’s Hollow, near Whitecliff farm and parking/pedestrian access continues at
Swanage where the pier and promenade facilitate easy approaches to the sea front.
There is also slipway access off Shore Road and Burlington Road, however, these
are not for public use. To the south of Swanage, access is restricted by the cliffs
that extend to Durlston Head. Recent cliff falls have further restricted access to
Durlston Bay.
Public access to the waters edge from within Poole Harbour is good from the
north eastern side, but from the west and south, most of the land adjoining the
Harbour, with the exception of Studland Peninsula, is in private ownership and
access is restricted to only a few locations. There are no public roads approaching
either the western or southern shores and public rights of way are few in number.
There is a public right of navigation on both the rivers Frome and Piddle from the
harbour up to the tidal limit. After this point the river is privately owned and right
of access is denied. In the limited area that can be used boats can be hired.
Although much of the northern side of Poole Harbour has several landing stages
these tend to be controlled by local sailing clubs. Access can be gained along both
banks of the Rivers Frome and Piddle either via public rights of way or by
agreement from landowners. There is also public slipway access at Wareham.
Apart from clubs and commercial boatyards within the harbour only one other
public slipway exists at Baiter Point which limits the boats that can be trailed into
the harbour. Opportunities for improved public launching are constrained by
problems of road access and lack of adequate space for car and trailer parking.
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The boatyards have launching facilities available to the public for a charge,
however only one public slipway within Poole Harbour at Baiter Point in Poole
town centre but limited area available for trailer parking.
With the exception of Brownsea Island, access to many of the islands within the
Harbour is fairly restricted due to private ownership.
Along the Poole coast a number of access points are available to the beach via
footpaths through the Chines, down the cliffs and from the various car parks.
Further coastal access is provided through a cycle path that extends along part of
the Sandbanks Peninsula to the foot passenger ferry. There is also a continuous
promenade that runs along the Poole and Bournemouth seafront providing good
access to the beaches along its length.
Access along the Bournemouth frontage is provided from a number of wellmaintained and surfaced cliff top footpaths and steps, road and public gardens,
some of which are suitable for disabled use. Vehicular access here is strictly
controlled. However, parking facilities are available between the months of
September and June at designated points between Bournemouth and Boscombe
Piers. Car parking is also available along much of the cliff top, although there can
be congestion at busy times, notably during the summer months. Considerable
expanses of open space exist, notably Branksome Chine and Branksome Dene
Chine in the west and the whole length of Bournemouth seafront extending to the
Green Belt boundary in the east.
Access to land at the eastern end of the Study Area is more restricted with a single
road terminating in two car parks in the vicinity of Hengistbury Head. The Solent
Beach car park provides access to the beach whilst the Hengistbury Head car park
is the focus point for both the nature and archaeology trails around the Head.
Vehicle access is controlled from this point, though there is a land train, which
operates between the car park and Mudeford Spit.
2.11.6

Accommodation
Bournemouth has perpetuated its premier holiday resort image by maintaining its
large and elegant traditional hotels, and the form of accommodation it provides.
There are three main tourism areas within Bournemouth: the Town Centre (which
extends along the east and west cliffs and foreshore areas), East Cliff and
Boscombe Tourism Core Area and Southbourne Tourism Core Area. These
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contain a concentration of hotels, guesthouses and holiday apartments giving a
holiday atmosphere to the locality.
Outside the Tourism Core Areas, applications for new holiday accommodation
(defined as guest-houses and hotels within Class C1 of the Town & Country
Planning (Use Classes) Order 1987, together with holiday flats) is considered in
relation to their location.
Touring and static caravan and tenting camping sites form a significant proportion
of all holiday accommodation in Purbeck. There are four caravan and camping
sites lying close to the coast in the vicinity of Durlston and Swanage, namely,
Calderon Barn Farm Caravan Park, Herston Yards Farm Caravan and Camping
Site, Priestway Holiday Park and Swanage Caravan Park. In 1977 a policy for
caravan and tent camping was introduced in Purbeck, seeking to strike a balance
between the provision of adequate facilities to meet the needs of tourists, and the
protection of the environment. This policy has been followed in planning decisions
since and has been successful in redistributing visitors away from sensitive areas.
There are Beach bungalows for hire on Shore Road and the Spa at Swanage. The
National Trust received planning permission in April 2001 to re-locate 32 beach
huts at Middle beach that were in danger of being washed into the sea. Additional
provision of serviced accommodation (hotels, guest houses and bed and breakfast
establishments) is desired in the area due to its greater contribution to the local
economy. The District Council recognises that new accommodation can be
provided through conversion of existing buildings or the extension of existing
hotels and guesthouses.
Poole has seen a changing trend in tourism, away from domestic seaside holidays,
towards short breaks, specialist activity holidays, economy self-catering and
business and conference, creating different demands in accommodation. There has
been a decline in hotel and guesthouse accommodation, partly as a result of this
changing trend but also as a reflection of the suitability of the premises for
conversion to flats and elderly persons’ rest homes. The provision of caravan
touring sites is low considering the importance of tourism to Poole. There are
currently three caravan parks in Poole; Rockley Park in Poole Harbour, Merley
Caravan Park and Merley Court Touring Park.
2.11.7

Tourism and the Local Economy
Tourism plays an important role in the local economy, both in terms of visitor
spending and by providing employment. The coastal resorts of Bournemouth,
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Poole and, to a lesser extent, Swanage have dominated holiday tourism for many
years with each resort proving a popular venue for traditional holidays, although
like other resorts, they have suffered somewhat due to competition from overseas
destinations.
Tourism is vital to the economy of Swanage and the range of facilities and its
proximity to a variety of outstanding coast and countryside should enable the town
to capitalise on the growing markets for short breaks, activity and educational
holidays. Purbeck is a popular destination for study groups from schools, colleges
and universities.
Tourism is a major industry in Bournemouth and Poole. It is estimated that
tourism is worth £470 million a year to the economies of Bournemouth and Poole,
with over 20,000 jobs attributable to the industry in Bournemouth alone. The
decline in traditional domestic seaside holidays has been balanced by growth in
business, tourism and short break holidays. Poole Harbour is of major significance
in terms of amenity and tourism and presents an image critical to the attraction of
visitors and the consequent success of the tourism industry.

2.12

Fisheries
Information on fishing activities within the study area has been obtained through
consultation with the Southern Sea Fisheries Committee and DEFRA District
Fisheries Officer.

2.12.1

Ports/boats
The main fishing port within the study area is in Poole Harbour which is the UK’s
largest fish exporting port (via the Ro-Ro ferry) with bass, grey mullet, flounder
and sand eels all of high commercial importance. It contains a thriving commercial
fishing fleet consisting of approximately 86 registered and licensed vessels which
land up to three dozen commercial species. The harbour also provides landing and
marketing facilities for boats from Swanage and Mudeford (Christchurch). The
fishing industry in Purbeck is relatively small, with not more than 30 vessels based
at Swanage. Within the Southern Sea Fisheries District's boundaries, byelaws limit
the maximum size of the fishing vessel to 12m, so the fleet is made up of 'dayboats'.

2.12.2

Fishing Activity
Trawl fishing takes place around the South Haven Peninsula, and trawling of
demersal fish (plaice) occurs along this coastline. There is also a sand eel, cuttlefish
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and bass fishery located off Hook Sand. The rocky areas off Hengistbury Head
and Handfast Point and rocky outcrops within Poole Bay are important for crab
and lobster. An artificial reef has been constructed north of Handfast Point within
Studland Bay at about 10m below chart datum, which provides a lobster breeding
ground.
Commercial fishing takes place throughout the year along the coastal waters of
Poole Bay, with netting and trawling for demersal fish (bottom-dwelling fish) most
common. The main species caught include flounder, cod, plaice skate, bass, sole,
crab, lobster, whelks and prawns.
Shellfish farming takes place in Poole Bay (though this is predominantly carried
out in the more sheltered waters of Poole Harbour, which supports significant
fisheries of cockles, mussels, winkles, clams and oysters). There are further oyster
beds present between Bournemouth and Boscombe Pier.
Poole Harbour is particularly important for shellfish where they form a regulated
‘several fishery’ administered by the Southern Sea Fisheries Committee. This
includes 448 acres of leased beds which are used for the cultivation and farming of
molluscan shellfish (oysters, mussels and clams). There is a thriving licensed clam
fishery and a good unlicensed cockle fishery. Poole Harbour is also a bass nursery
area and has an abundance of fin fish such as mullet and flounder. A number of
designated nursery areas also exist within the harbour for several fish species that
recruit to out-of-harbour stocks.
2.12.3

Seasons and byelaws
Within the harbour, trawling for flounder, sole and plaice is undertaken between
May and January with netting of prawns in August and September. Grey mullet are
fished for from late February to late November and the mudflats are exploited for
eels, mainly from April through to October. Table 2.6 details the closed seasons
for various species as determined by the Southern Sea Fisheries Committee.

Table 2.6

Closed Seasons for Fisheries

Species

Season

Area of Application

Cockles

1 February - 30 April

Throughout District
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Oysters

1 March - 31 October

Prawns
1 January - 31 July
Periwinkles
15 May - 15 September
Trawling
1 May - 31 August
Clams
By licence only
Source: Southern Sea Fisheries Committee

Throughout District (separate
Regulations for Poole Harbour)
Poole Harbour
Throughout district
Chesil area
Poole Harbour

Classification zones have been identified for Bivalve mollusc production areas
identified under the Food Safety (Fishery Products and Live Shellfish) (Hygiene)
Regulations 1998 with effect from 1 September 2001. Poole Bay from Hengistbury
Head to Handfast Point and the majority of Poole Harbour as far as Lytchett Bay
is a Class B shell fishery. The remainder of the harbour, as far as Keysworth Point,
is classified Class C.
2.12.4

Fisheries Action Plans
The Environment Agency has written Fisheries Action Plans for Salmonids on the
River Frome. A conservation strategy for the river SSSI is currently being
produced by EN and the Environment Agency. Atlantic salmon is one of the
main and most widespread elements of the Frome’s natural fish fauna, and is listed
on Annex II of the EC ‘Habitats and Species’ Directive (English Nature, 1998).
Licensed netting for salmon and migratory trout takes place in Poole Harbour, the
joint estuary of the Rivers Frome and Piddle. Fishing is solely by means of seine
nets and exploits both Frome and Piddle stocks (90% of Poole Harbour fish run
up the Frome (Solomon, 1991)).
The number of nets is limited in accordance with the EA, Poole Harbour and
Christchurch Harbour. (Limitation of Draft and Seine Net Licences) Order 1993
licensed by the Agency. The netting season is from 15 April to 31 July inclusive.
Catches declined to their lowest level for 42 years in 1991 and since then have
shown some signs of recovery.
Sea trout spawning areas in the catchment include the main river channel. The
target egg deposition is 2.1 million eggs. Action recommended in the Plan includes
investigating the accessibility of the river and the impact of obstructions.
Although primarily a salmonid fishery, large catches of dace and roach are
consistently caught in the tidal reaches of the Frome around Wareham. The main
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species present during the 1999 fish survey were dace, eel, grayling, pike, roach,
salmon, juvenile salmon, brown trout and sea trout (Environment Agency 1999).

2.13

Archaeology and Cultural Heritage

2.13.1

Introduction
Three statutes provide protection for archaeological sites and their settings:
•

Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act (AMAA) 1979 - Sites judged to
be of national importance are protected by the AMAA Act and known as
Scheduled Monuments.

•

Town and Country Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 -This
provides the principal legislative framework for protection of specific buildings
and areas considered to be of special architectural or historic importance.

•

Protection of Wrecks Act 1973 - This provides for the designation of shipwrecks
for archaeological or historical interest.

Further protection is afforded through the land use planning system under the
Town and Country Planning Act 1990, with advice provided through Planning
Policy Guidance Notes, notably PPGs 14, 15, 16 and 20. The Code of Practice for
Seabed Developers (Joint Nautical Archaeology Policy Committee 1995) embodies
the principals of PPG16, setting out the need for consideration of the
archaeological resource to be incorporated at the outset of project planning. It is
recommended that Coastal/Tidal Defence strategies provide sufficient information
on the restrictions imposed by these statutes and guidelines in relation to coastal
defence planning.
Nationally important archaeological sites are generally designated Scheduled
Monuments (SMs). These sites make up a comparatively small proportion of the
total archaeological resource, thus unscheduled sites are identified and recorded on
the Local Authorities Sites and Monuments Record (SMR). These records contain
details of important historic buildings that are identified as Listed Buildings whilst
larger urban areas of historic significance are identified as Conservation Areas.
Information on the historic environment, including archaeology and built historical
interest, within the study area has been obtained from Dorset County Council
Heritage Unit, English Heritage, the National Monuments Record Centre and the
Defence of Britain group.
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2.13.2

Background
Evidence of past land use has been well documented in the County Sites and
Monuments Record. In the Parish of Studland, Iron Age and Medieval field
systems have been discovered and there is also evidence of a Roman settlement
within the area, with remains of a Roman cemetery on the site of St Nicholas
Churchyard. Salt works dating from Roman and Medieval times have also been
found within the Parish, as well as the remains of an old windmill.
There is evidence of shale working within the parish of Swanage dating from
Roman times and an Iron Age field system. Remains of a Roman British
settlement have also been discovered near the present day site of Swanage caravan
park. The majority of archaeological remains to be found within the Purbeck area
consist predominantly of Bronze Age barrows. Those parts of the study area
falling within the Purbeck district, notably the coastline from Durlston Head
extending northwards to the southern boundary of Poole Harbour, fall within an
area of known 'high archaeological potential', as detailed in the Purbeck District
Local Plan. This area is likely to contain further archaeological remains that have
yet to be discovered.
English Heritage has identified Poole Harbour as one of the most important areas
for coastal archaeology in England. The degree and rate of sea level rise in the
Harbour since the Iron Age has been studied in some detail. There have been
frequent preservations of organic material such as pieces of wooden furniture
which have been excavated at a Romano-British site off Brownsea Island. It is to
be expected that other submerged sites and features exist within the Harbour. A
number of structures have been built within the harbour ranging from the
causeway linking Green Island to the mainland (undated but possibly Medieval), to
individual posts protruding from the mud. Its continuous use, from prehistoric
times to present, means that structures of almost any date could survive. Because
of sea level rise, formerly terrestrial sites may now be found in both the intertidal
and subtidal zones.
Poole Harbour has been historically important as a commercial harbour since preRoman times. The area has been inhabited since before the Iron Age and contains
a network of settlements such as those located on Furzey and Green islands, which
were exploiting mineral resources both within Poole Harbour and the Isle of
Purbeck.
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Evidence of past land use includes the discovery of Roman saltworks within the
Arne vicinity and ridge and furrow field systems dating from the Medieval and
Bronze Ages. Remains of Roman Roads have also been discovered at a number of
locations within this area. A number of sites within the Harbour were associated
with the trade of goods, in particular Green Island and Hamworthy. The Roman
2nd Augusta Legion that conquered Wessex had a supply base at Hamworthy
linked to the legionary fortifications at Lake near Wimborne.
A number of sea defence structures dating from the early eighteenth century can
also be found around Swineham Point and the mouth of the Frome. Such
structures are of historical importance and should be recorded with the impact of
any future coastal defence works assessed prior to their construction.
Areas within the Borough of Poole that have been identified in the Local Plan as
being of specially high archaeological potential include:
•

Hamworthy – Particularly rich in Roman remains including a Roman port,
settlement, road and saltworkings. Also evidence of material from other
periods.

•

The Old Town – Area occupied by the medieval town of Poole, deep deposits
of medieval stratigraphy

•

Poole Harbour - Due to anticipated increases in the rate of sea level rise
present, the inter-tidal zone is of particular importance in future archaeological
conservation. Deeper waters may contain structural and artefactual remains
such as causeways and wrecks.

•

Eastern shore of Poole Harbour - Potential for flooded material along the
harbour and settlement / burials along the ridge.

•

Sandbanks area of Poole Harbour - The specific areas identified are the
Harbour edge where there is potential for flooded material and the ridge above
it that may contain settlements or burial sites. The inter-tidal zone in this area
is also of particular importance due to the substantial rise in sea-levels, present
in the archaeological record.

Wareham is of considerable historic interest, situated on a site that was established
as far back as the Iron Age. The town was an important cross channel port in
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Saxon times. In 876AD, the town was captured by the Danes, and as a result of
this, Wareham was one of a number of Wessex towns that were subsequently
defended by high walls.
Hengistbury Head is an area of very high archaeological interest with evidence of
occupation from Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic times through the Bronze
and Iron Ages until the end of the Roman period. Many artefacts from across
these periods have been found and extensive studies have been carried out, for
example by Professor Cunliffe of the University of Oxford (1987). The most
obvious archaeological structure at the Head is Double Dykes, an Iron Age
fortification across the entrance to the peninsula, which delimited the settlement
until the Romano-British period. Erosion of the Head has led to the loss of a
significant part of this monument over the last two millennia. The discovery of a
rich range of artefacts from the Iron Age promontory fort constructed at
Hengistbury Head reveals that the promontory was a trading centre for goods,
such as wine and glass, from the continent and Mediterranean with copper from
Cornwall. There is also evidence that surface deposits of iron ore were worked on
the site. Archaeological remains from the historical period include evidence of
lime burning, salt making, and dockworks from the 18th and 19th centuries and
harbour works from the 17th century.
There has been a considerable number of isolated finds such as worked flint and
pottery that have also been discovered along the open coast between Poole
Harbour and Hengistbury Head. None of these finds are of particular intrinsic
archaeological importance but they do provide a valuable insight into the historic
use of the area. A significant find of Haematite Iron Ore in a smelting pit on the
East Overcliff Drive was also recorded during reconstruction works in 1968. This
demonstrated that ancient people transported Jurassic Iron Ore here in order to
produce bronze or improved iron products. This ore has a higher iron content
than the ores naturally occurring at Hengistbury Head.
Features of terrestrial archaeological interest in the study are shown on Figure 14.
2.13.3

Scheduled Monuments
Purbeck as a whole has a rich and diverse archaeological heritage with 512
archaeological sites listed in Dorset County Council’s Sites and Monuments record,
168 of which are Scheduled Monuments (SMs). There are few lying close to the
coast, notably at Swanage, Ballard Down and near Studland Bay House. The old
town walls at Wareham which surround the old town on three sides are also SMs
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and are among the best preserved earthworks of the Saxon period in Western
Europe. Within Poole Harbour with the exception of the designated SMs at Arne,
sites are mostly located within the Old Town, Quay and High Street Conservation
Areas of Poole.
The most significant archaeological interest along the Bournemouth frontage is
Hengistbury Head, a site of international significance that has been well studied.
The whole of the Head from the Iron Age fortification of Double Dykes
eastwards is a Scheduled Monument. As noted in Section 2.1, a significant part of
the Monument has been lost to erosion, particularly over the last 200 years. There
is concern that continued erosion and rising sea levels will lead to a breach or
overtopping at the location of Double Dykes and ultimately the complete loss of
key features within the Monument.
Scheduled Monuments in the study area are listed in Table 2.7.
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Table 2.7
Parish

Scheduled Monuments within the Study Area
SMR

Description

NGR

Studland
22992 The King Barrow
SZ 0461 8201
Studland
22995 Bowl Barrow, eastern end of Ballard Down
SZ 0420 8132
Studland
22999 Bowl Barrow, west Studland Bay House
SZ 0330 8298
Studland
23000 Bowl Barrow, 100m NW Studland Bay House SZ 0323 8305
Swanage
153 The old prison and pump
SZ 0299 7876
Swanage
487 Two round barrows, eastern end Ballard Down SZ 040 813
Poole
44
The Town Cellar
SZ 0085 9030
Poole
154 The Guildhall
SZ 0100 9056
Poole
71
Scaplans Court High Street
SZ 0090 9035
Poole
566 The Town Wall
SZ 0081 9032
Poole
752 The Custom House
SZ 0087 9030
Arne
28301 Bowl Barrow on Arne Hill
SY 9692 8815
Arne
28302 Bronze Age Bowl Barrow Arne Hill
SY 9717 8806
Bournemouth
824 Bronze Age Barrow (earthwork)
SZ 1660 9102
Bournemouth
824 Bronze Age Long Barrow
SZ 1669 9106
Bournemouth
824 Bronze Age Bowl Barrow
SZ 1673 9106
Bournemouth
824 Bronze Age Round Barrow
SZ 1719 9069
Bournemouth
824 Bronze Age Round Barrow
SZ 1720 9061
Bournemouth
824 Bronze Age Round Barrow
SZ 1728 9069
Bournemouth
824 Bronze Age Round Barrow
SZ 1771 9063
Bournemouth
824 Iron Age Round Barrow
SZ 1704 9069
Bournemouth
824 Iron Age Cross Dyke
SZ 1640 9082
Bournemouth
824 Iron Age Settlement
SZ 1695 9090
TH
Bournemouth
824 Roman Settlement (AD 43–5 C AD)
SZ 0695 9090
Bournemouth
824 Bronze Age Metalwork
SZ 1768 9066
Bournemouth
824 Bronze Age flint/stone axe
SZ 1726 9082
Bournemouth
824 Mesolithic Chipping Floor
SZ 1721 9059
Bournemouth
824 Palaeolithic worked stone
SZ 1745 9050
Bournemouth
824 Prehistoric Flint Assemblage
SZ 170 907
Bournemouth
824 Prehistoric Flint Assemblage
SZ 162 912
Bournemouth
820 Bronze Age Barrow (circumstantial)
SZ 1634 9135
Bournemouth
820 Bronze Age Barrow (earthwork)
SZ 1625 9125
Note: SMR = Sites and Monument Record; NGR = National Grid Reference
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2.13.4

Listed Buildings
Listed Buildings are structures or groups of buildings listed by the Department for
Culture, Media and Sports as being of special Architectural or Historic Interest and
are either Grade I, Grade II* or Grade II. The Grade I Listed Buildings are of
exceptional quality and their preservation is of national importance. Grade II* may
also be of national significance whilst Grade II buildings are of regional interest.
Most of those within the Borough of Poole are located in the Old Town, Quay
and High Street Conservation Areas.

2.13.5

Built Conservation Areas
A Conservation Area is an area of special architectural or historic interest, the
character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance. The
locations of Conservation Areas in the study area are shown in Figure 14.
There are two Conservation Areas in the south of the study area, one situated at
Swanage, with the other more recent designation at Studland. A major
enhancement scheme has also been undertaken along the Swanage seafront to
maintain and restore its special and unique historic character.
The historic importance of Poole Harbour is reflected in the number of
Conservation Areas that border its shoreline. These areas span Victorian and
Edwardian periods in addition to some inter-war development. They include:
•

Evening Hill – characterised by low-density development, large distinguished
houses from the Victorian and inter war periods, set in mature landscaped
grounds;

•

Old Town – contains the highest concentration of Listed Buildings and is vital
to the heritage of the town;

•

Quay – the essential character of the Quay Conservation Area derives from
the buildings in the centre of the Quay, such as the former Custom House,
from the Old Harbour Office to Old Orchard. Tall gable fronted warehouses
are the predominant building form;

•

High Street;
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•

Poole Park - comprising the whole of the Victorian (1890) public park,
including the lakes and a number of mostly residential properties. The open
character of the park is an important part of the heritage of Poole.

Much of the old part of Wareham and the surrounding land is included in the
'Wareham and Stoborough Conservation Area'.
Along the open coastline extending from Poole Harbour eastwards there are
several other Conservation Areas spanning the Victorian and Edwardian eras in
addition to some early 20th century development. The first two listed below fall
under the jurisdiction of the Borough of Poole and the remainder within
Bournemouth.
•

Beach Road – Only one of two conservation areas containing a SNCI.
Characterised by low-density development intermingled with wooded open
space.

•

Canford Cliffs – characterised by low-density development, large distinguished
houses from the Victorian and inter-war periods, set in mature landscaped
grounds.

•

Undercliff Road – a terrace of twenty properties built at the turn of the
century by McEwan Brown.

•

East Cliff – extending from Bath Hill to Boscombe Chine along the cliff top.
There is a great diversity of architecture and buildings with a strong reminder
of the original Victorian development along East Overcliff Drive and Grove
Road.

•

West Cliff/Poole Hill – includes much of the remaining early development
carried out in the second half of the 19th Century on the slopes and plateau
immediately to the west of the Bourne Valley and south of Norwich
Avenue/Poole Road.

•

West Overcliff Drive – stretching from Durley Chine to Alum Chine, the area
was developed primarily between 1900 and 1925 with Edwardian mansion
houses of great character set in large grounds.
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Boscombe Manor – developed in the grounds of a Georgian villa, Shelley
Lodge, the area is largely comprised of detached villas built between 1895 and
1920, with the largest plots nearer the sea.

•

2.13.6

Historic Parks and Gardens
English Heritage has designated certain areas of open space as Historic Parks and
Gardens under the National Heritage Act, 1983. These include Compton Acres,
off Canford Cliff Road, and part of the Coy ponds on the boundary with
Bournemouth. In addition there is a number of other areas of historic landscape
interest such as those at Upton House on the shores of Holes Bay and Poole Park
on the northern shore of Poole Harbour that should be protected.
Details of those gardens within the study area designated as Historic Parks and
Gardens under the National Heritage Act 1983 are listed in Table 2.8.
Table 2.8

Gardens Listed on the English Heritage Register

Site Name

NGR

Compton
Acres, Poole

SZ0589

Size
(ha)
4.6

Pleasure
Gardens,
Bournemouth

SZ0891

19

Description
Early C20th gardens
of eclectic kind,
linked by circular
path.
C19th ornamental
public gardens

EHR
Ref
GD 1705

Grade

GD 1715

II*

II*

Note: EHR - English Heritage Register
2.13.7

Underwater Archaeology
There are a number of known wrecks and potential wreck sites that lie within the
Study Area, the locations of which are shown in Figure 14. Of particular interest is
a 16th century vessel in Studland Bay. The armed vessel that was carrying Iberian
pottery was discovered in 1984 and has since been partially excavated by Poole Bay
Archaeological Research Group for the Poole Museums Service. The wreck site is
of national importance and designated under the Protection of Wreck Act 1973.
As such an area within 75m radius of position 50° 39.67'N, 01° 54.79'W is
restricted, affecting Admiralty charts 2611 and 2175. Some artefacts also remain in
an area known as ‘The Yards’, off the northern side of Handfast Point. Several
damaged vessels were beached and broken up in this vicinity.
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There are also numerous records of shipwrecks within Poole Harbour including a
large iron-age log boat that was discovered off Brownsea Island in 1965. This
would have provided transport for goods within the Harbour and the presence of
which indicates the great potential for preservation of assets within the silts that
are present. There have been numerous scattered finds that indicate the presence
of several wrecks, dating back to the early eighteenth century. As well as wrecked
ships, Holes Bay was traditionally used as a dumping ground for old vessels and
the remains of many ships can be found there.
Several offshore wreck sites exist within Poole Bay including up to seven Valentine
tanks. These are located mainly in the western part of the bay with one tank just
south of Boscombe pier. The tanks date from experiments carried out in 1942.
Other significant discoveries include the Antler Wreck, a small wooden wreck on
the edge of Hook Sands (possibly an 18th century stone barge) and a group of 20
stone anchors in Poole Bay which currently remain undated. The discovery of
wreck timbers near Durley Chine dating from the 17th or 18th century (SMR
Bournemouth 166) also indicates the presence of a potentially important wreck
offshore. In addition, a survey undertaken by BP identified seventy-five sonar
targets in the area, all of which they considered were probably shipwrecks.
The Iron Age Fort at Hengistbury Head is also recorded on the National Maritime
Record, thus highlighting the considerable amount of land loss that has taken place
here since Iron Age times and particularly since the Iron stone working of the mid
nineteenth century.

2.14

Minerals, Dredging and Reclamation

2.14.1

Oil and Gas Generation
Wytch Farm is situated along the southern shores of Poole Harbour and has been
in production since 1979. Its high output has made it a nationally important oil
and gas resource. Further offshore, development of the Wytch Farm oil reserves
was proposed through the construction of an artificial island, 'Hook Island', within
Poole Bay. However, this development did not proceed because improved
techniques were developed for directional drilling enabling oil reserves to be
exploited from onshore at the Goathorn Peninsula. The recent discovery of
further reserves under Poole Bay has raised estimates of oil reserves to more than
400 million barrels.
There are 10 well sites in the Wytch farm oilfield incorporating some 80 wells on
the southern shore of Poole Harbour, with well sites on Furzey Island producing a
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substantial proportion of the total oil production of the field. Oil is pumped from
these well sites through underground pipelines to the gathering station at
Goathorn for processing. A 56 mile long Purbeck to Southampton oil pipeline
route carries crude oil from the gathering station to BP's Hamble terminal on
Southampton water. A rail terminal at Furzebrook also services the well site, with
butane and propane pumped from the gathering station and loaded into rail
wagons for distribution to Avonmouth.
2.14.2

Minerals
Ball Clay is an important mineral resource found within close proximity to Poole
Harbour. The only permitted operations, lying within the Heritage Coast and close
to the Harbour, are the Ridge Mine and the open-cast pit at the northern tip of the
Arne Peninsula. There is currently one gravel working site adjacent to Poole
Harbour at Bestwall/Swineham. Planning permission at the site extends over 55
ha. Following completion of extraction, it is proposed to create a large waterbody
at the site.

2.14.3

Dredging and Spoil Disposal
The entrance and approach to Poole Harbour, known as the Swash Channel, is
dredged to maintain safe navigation access. Poole Harbour Commissioners (PHC)
has two dredged spoil disposal areas, one lying approximately 4km ENE of
Swanage with an emergency bad weather disposal area closer inshore 4km ENE of
Studland. A PHC license allows dumping of 55,000m3 of spoil a year for three
years. Dredged material has been used in beach recharge schemes for coastal
defence, for example on Bournemouth beaches during 1989/1990.
Dredging for aggregate extraction is carried out at three licensed sites between the
Isle of Wight and Poole and much of this material is landed at aggregate wharfs in
the Harbour.

2.14.4

Land Reclamation
A sea wall was first built around Poole in 1411. There has been considerable land
reclamation within Poole Harbour confines since 1845, the majority of which has
been concentrated along the northern shore. Holes Bay has been the site of
extensive reclamation providing land for industry and road/rail infrastructure. The
present line of Parkstone Bay has been determined by previous reclamation works
for waste disposal and gas works that have since been removed. Extensions to the
commercial port facility in the 1980s have also been made possible by further
reclamation works to the Hamworthy frontage. It is estimated that the area of
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Poole Harbour at high water has been reduced by some 20% to 25% in the last
two centuries as a result of historical land reclamation and natural accretion
(Halcrow 1999). The biggest area of loss is around the Wareham riverbanks where
extensive areas of marshland have been enclosed by embankments.
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3

Planning and Legislation

3.1

Introduction
The aim of this section is to present the existing planning situation in Dorset, in
particular the policies and plans of relevance to coastal planning and defence.
Planning constraints have recently become a primary driver in coastal defence
plans due to the increasing awareness of the statutory and non-statutory
requirement for the conservation of landscape and biodiversity. This section
provides an inventory of statutory and non-statutory plans, details of individual
local policies, their coverage and their potential limitations for the requirements of
the Study.

3.2

Review of Planning Policy
Planning policies relating to land down to Mean Low Water (MLW) exist from the
international to local level. Policies range from statutory Unitary Development
Structure Plans, which outline current constraints and predicted future trends, to
non-statutory plans that put forward objectives and implementation strategies for
certain issues to be incorporated into statutory Local Plans.
Table 3.1 presents a summary of the International, European, National, Regional
and local policies (both responsibilities and initiatives) relevant to this study. A
description of the constraints and opportunities defined by these policy documents
is provided in the remainder of this section.
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Table 3.1

International, European, National, Regional and Local
Conventions, Legislation and Guidelines Relevant to the
Study

Tier Level

Convention/Legislation/Guideline

International
International

The Rio Convention on Biological Diversity. Commitment
of Member States to integrated coastal management and
sustainable development of coastal areas and the marine
environment under their jurisdiction.
The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International
Importance. Requires the UK government to take appropriate
legislative measures to ensure the conservation of wetlands and
waterfowl.
The Convention on the Conservation
of Migratory Species of Wild Animals
(the Bonn Convention). Provides for
strict protection of endangered animals
listed in its Appendix 1.
The Council of Europe Convention on
the Conservation of European Wildlife
and Natural Habitats (the Berne
Convention). Requires parties to take
necessary measures to ensure the
conservation of the habitats of wild flora
and fauna species, especially those listed
as rare in Appendices I and II.
OECD Initiatives. The OECD has
requested Member States to develop
strategic planning and management of
coastal zones.
Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds (Directive
EEC/79/409). Requires Member States to protect the habitats
of rare or vulnerable species and of regularly occurring migrating
birds as Special Protection Areas (SPAs). Achieved in the UK by
the designation of SPAs by the Department of the Environment
in consultation with the JNCC.

Doc No Rev: Date: July 2003
W:\maritime\PROJECTS\Coastal\WCPBHS\reports\Strategy Report\Technical Annexes\10 - Strategic Environmental Assessment\Other versions\TECHNICAL ANNEX Strategic Environmental Assessment.doc

93

Directive on the Conservation of
Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna
and Flora (Directive EEC
92/43/EEC). Incorporated into UK law
through the Conservation Regulations
1994. Sites designated under this
legislation are known as Special Areas for
Conservation.
The Conservation (Natural Habitats
& c) Regulations 1994. This translates
the EU Habitats Directive into UK Law.
UK Biodiversity Action Plan (1994).
Drawn up in response to the Rio
Convention on Biodiversity, describing
strategies, programmes and proposed
policies aimed at conserving the UK’s
biodiversity.
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Table 3.1

International, European, National, Regional and Local
Conventions, Legislation and Guidelines Relevant to the
Study (Cont'd)

Tier Level

Convention/Legislation/Guideline

National
Government

Department of Environment National Policy Guidelines.
Published in 1995 with the intention of drawing together existing
national policy guidance.
Guide to Best Practice for Coastal Zone Management in
England. Published in 1997, highlighting examples of best
practice and interactions of different elements in coastal
management.
Planning Policy Guidance Note (PPG) 25 Development
and Flood Risk. Published in 2001 providing guidance on how
flood risk should be considered at all stages of the planning and
development process in order to reduce future damage to
property and loss of life.
Planning Policy Guidance Note (PPG) 20 on Coastal
Planning. Published in 1992, providing guidance for councils on
policies for development, managing risk and conserving
biodiversity and landscape.
Planning Policy Guidance Note (PPG) 9 on Nature
Conservation. Published in 1994, providing guidance for
Councils on policies for nature conservation.
Relevant Acts of Parliament
Coast Protection Act 1949
Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981
Town and Country Planning Act 1990
Land Drainage Act 1991
Water Resources Act 1991
Environment Act 1995
Countryside and Rights of Way Act, 2000
• Regional Planning Guidance for the South West (RPG10)
• Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole Structure Plan 1991 – 2006
• Dorset Minerals and Waste Local Plan, April 1999
• The Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole Minerals and Waste
Local Plan, available late 2002
• Shoreline Management Plan Sub-Cell 5F: Poole and
Christchurch Bays
• Local Transport Plan, 2001-2006

Regional
Government
(statutory)

Regional
Government
(non-statutory)
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•
•

Local
Government

•
•
•
•

Local (Non
statutory)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dorset Coast Strategy
Towards a Geological Conservation Strategy for Dorset,
1998
Purbeck District Local Plan, May 1999
Bournemouth District Wide Local Plan, Proposed Further
Modifications to the Deposited Local Plan, December 2001
Poole Local Plan, First Alteration, Revised Deposit Plan,
November 2001
Poole Harbour European Marine Site - English Nature's
advice given under Regulation 33(2) of the Conservation
Dorset Draft Biodiversity Strategy, 2002
Purbeck Biodiversity Action Plan, July 1998
(Natural Habitats &c) Regulations 1994, Jan 2000
Natural Area Profile: South Dorset Coast, English Nature
Natural Area Profile: Isles of Portland Purbeck, English
Nature
Natural Area Profile: Dorset Heaths, English Nature
Purbeck Heritage: A Strategy for the Purbeck Heritage Area,
2002-2007
Poole Quay, Quality Management Plan, November 1995
Frome and Piddle and Poole Harbour and Purbeck LEAP,
November 2000 to October 2005
Dorset Stour LEAP, Second Annual Review, Jan. 1999 –
Dec. 1999
Studland Peninsula Management Plan, 2001-2006
Dorset and East Devon Coast World Heritage Site
Management Plan, December 2000
Keeping Purbeck Special - A Strategy for the Purbeck
Heritage Area, June 1995
Making Purbeck More Special, 2000-2007
Brownsea Island Nature Reserve Management Plan 19982003
Dorset Coastal Pollution Clearance Plan
Ham Common Management Plan
Evening Hill Management Plan
Sandbanks Management Plan
Poole Harbour Aquatic Management Plan
Luscombe Valley Nature Reserve Management Plan
Poole Bay Coastal Management Plan
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•
•
•
•
•

3.3

A Leisure Strategy for Poole
Alum, Middle and Durley Chine Management Plan
Branksome Dene Chine Management Plan
Bournemouth Seafront Management Plan
Hengistbury Head Management Plan.

International Level
The concept of integrated coastal zone management (ICZM) is being actively
promoted at the International Level through various Conventions and initiatives.
This is part of a wider global attempt to encourage the sustainable development of
natural resources, the importance of which should be understood and appreciated
when planning coastal defence strategies during this Study.

3.4

European Level
European Union policy has become crucial to coastal decision-making and
planning. The EU Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds and on the
Directive (the Birds Directive) on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of
Wild Flora and Fauna (the Habitats Directive) give statutory protection on
designated areas (SPAs and SACs). The SPAs and SACs form part of the Natura
2000 Network, the European ecological network. The Habitats Directive provides
for strict control over any plan or project with a direct or indirect impact on
designated SPAs and cSACs.
These directives have become incorporated into UK law through the Conservation
(Natural Habitats &c) Regulations 1994. Under this legislation there is a statutory
requirement for the production of Regulation 33 Advice and a Scheme of
Management for marine sites. The following document has therefore been
developed:
Poole Harbour European Marine Site - English Nature's advice given under
Regulation 33(2) of the Conservation (Natural Habitat &c) Regulations 1994.
A management scheme for the marine site has not been produced, however there
is a local steering group set up for the site whose responsibility it is to manage and
to monitor the site to ascertain it is in favourable condition with respect to
designated features.
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3.5

National Level
National Government has recently initiated a number of reports and working
groups that are relevant to this Study. The UK’s international obligations as a
party to the Convention on Biological Diversity has promoted wider thinking on
coastal issues. The government published the UK’s first Biodiversity Action Plan
in 1994 to fulfil its obligation as a signatory to the Convention to draw up National
Plans and Programmes for biodiversity conservation.
The Plan details
programmes and policies that will be developed in order to protect the UK’s
biodiversity.
National Guidance has been issued by Government for the production of Coastal
Habitat Action Management Plans (CHaMPs) by MAFF, now DEFRA. This
guidance has been drawn up by English Nature and the Environment Agency. It is
intended that CHaMPs will assist with the development of sustainable coastal
defence strategies in those areas where coastal defence measures have implications
for internationally important wildlife sites. The guidance has been prepared in
consultation with MAFF, and DETR - both now come under DEFRA.
National government planning policy is issued in the form of Planning Policy
Guidance Notes (PPGs). Planning Policy Guidance Note 20 on Coastal Planning is
the most relevant to this Study. It sets out the key policy issues for coastal
planning: nature conservation, development and risks (including flooding, erosion
and land instability).
Other relevant PPGs are:
•
•
•
•
•

3.5.1

PPG 25: Development and Flood Risk;
PPG 9: Nature Conservation;
PPG 16: Archaeology and Planning;
PPG 14: Development on Unstable Land; and
PPG 11: Regional Planning.

Environment Agency Vision Themes
The Environment Agency has identified nine key ‘themes’ or ‘frameworks for
change’ through which it will work for a more sustainable future, these are:
1. a better quality of life –The Agency will work with all sectors to enhance
the quality of the environment and the services it provides – for business,
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anglers, the boating community and other users of the waterways, farmers,
planners and all sections of the community;
2. an enhanced environment for wildlife - The Agency will ensure that its
activities and those it authorises do not threaten key species and habitats;
3. cleaner air for everyone – The Agency will work towards shared
strategies with our partners at a local level to improve air quality from all
sources;
4. improved and protected inland and coastal waters – The Agency will
work to clean up polluted waters and to reduce the risk of further
pollution;
5. restored, protected land with healthier soils – The Agency aims to help
make the best possible use of land and to put as much contaminated land
as possible back into productive use;
6. a ‘greener’ business world – The Agency will work to simplify and
improve the regulatory process for business, improve access to
environmental information for business and the public, and promote the
prevention of pollution and minimisation of waste in industry;
7. wiser, sustainable use of natural resources – The Agency will promote
and support the introduction of economic incentives and other nonregulatory approaches to achieve the sustainable use of resources;
8. limiting and adapting to climate change - The Agency will explore, in
partnership with others the most effective mixture of economic measures,
negotiated agreements and direct regulation to ensure that significant cuts
are made in ‘greenhouse gas’ emissions from industry and other sectors;
and
9. reducing flood risk – The Agency will improve flood defences and
information on flood risks.
3.5.2

DEFRA High Level Targets
High-level targets for flood and coastal defence, have been produced by the
government and where relevant reflect the elaboration of the Environment
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Agency’s supervisory duty. The adoption of the series of targets provides a
framework for ensuring and demonstrating delivery of the Government’s stated
policy aims and objectives for flood and coastal defence. The stated policy aim of
DEFRA and the National Assembly for Wales (NAW) is:
‘To reduce the risk to people and the developed and natural environment from flooding and coastal
erosion by encouraging the provision of technically, environmentally and economically sound and
sustainable defence measures.’
DEFRA has produced three main objectives. Each objective has a series of targets
which aims to help achieve the objective, these are outlined below:
1. “to encourage the provision of adequate and cost effective flood warning
systems”
•

Target - Provision of flood warnings – develop a method for categorising the
flood risk to an area for flood warning purposes; determine where a flood
warning service can be provided and the appropriate dissemination
arrangements using the method developed; determine and publish flood
warning service standards for each area at risk of flooding and report to
DEFRA on achievement of service standards.

•

Target – Emergency exercises and emergency plans - arrange, in conjunction with
local authorities and other partners; a programme of flood emergency
services and other partners; a programme of flood emergency exercises at
national; regional and local levels.

2. “To encourage the provision of adequate, economically, technically and
environmentally sound and sustainable flood and coastal defence measures”
•

Target – National flood and coastal defence database – develop a National Flood
and Coastal Defence Database and maintain it. Provide the Environment
Agency with information on flood and coastal defence assets that are the
responsibility of the operating authority. Reach agreement with the other
operating authorities on the means by which private defences will be
identified and incorporated into the database. Provide timely information
from the database to other operating authorities to fulfil their obligations.
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•

Target – Flood defence inspections and assessment of flood risk – ensure a
programme is in place for the regular inspection of all the flood defence
assets included in the database and main rivers and critical ordinary
watercourses.

•

Target – Coast protection inspections and assessment of coastal erosion risk - ensure
that a programme is in place for the regular inspection of all coast
protection assets included in the database, including those which are in
private or other ownership.

•

Target – Shoreline Management Plans (SMPs) – have in place a programme for
completing strategy plans necessary to implement SMPs; and updating
SMPs in accordance with DEFRA guidance.

•

Target – Biodiversity - when carrying out flood and coastal defence works
aim: to avoid damage to environmental interest; to ensure no net loss to
habitats covered by Biodiversity Action Plans; and to seek opportunities
for environmental enhancement. Report to the Environment Agency on
all losses and gains of habitats covered by Biodiversity Action Plans as a
result of their flood and coastal defence operations.

•

Target – Water Level Management Plans (WLMPs) – in partnership with
English Nature, complete WLMPs in European sites and in other SSSIs.
Have in place a programme for implementing and reviewing WLMPs.

•

Target – Coastal Habitat Management Plans (ChaMPs) – Identify sites where a
ChaMP is needed and produce a programme for their completion.

3. “To discourage inappropriate development in areas at risk from flooding
and coastal erosion”
•

Target – Development in areas at risk of flooding – Report to DEFRA on those
local authority development plans upon which the Agency have
commented, identifying plans which do, and do not, have flood risk
statements or policies and the Agency’s response to planning applications;
the Agency sustained objections on flood risk grounds; and final decisions,
either by the LPA or on appeal, were in line with, or contrary to, Agency
advice.
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3.5.3

•

Target – Development in areas at risk of coastal erosion – Report to DEFRA on
local authority development plans identifying the extent to which they
contain coastal erosion statements and reflect the assessed risk of coastal
erosion as set out in inter alia Shoreline Management Plans and planning
applications where coastal erosion was a material consideration and any
conflicts between the final decision, either by the LPA or on appeal, with
the assessed risk of coastal erosion.

•

Target – IDB Administration and Membership – produce and distribute to
IDBs guidance on the means by which efficiency can be improved
through amalgamations and consortia; and ensuring that relevant interests
are reflected in membership of Boards

The UK Biodiversity Action Plan
The UK Biodiversity Action Plan was launched in 1994 following the Earth
Summit in Rio in 1992 the overall aim of the plan is:
“To conserve and enhance biological diversity within the UK, and to contribute to the conservation
of global biodiversity through all appropriate mechanisms”
In order to achieve this aim a number of individual species and habitat action plans
have been produced in order to protect the most threatened and endangered
species/habitats in the UK. In order to implement the action plan successfully
Local Biodiversity Action Plans have been produced which reflect the value of
local people and which are based on the range of local conditions and thereby
cater for local distinctiveness.

3.6

Regional Statutory Level

3.6.1

Regional Planning Guidance
Regional Planning Guidance for the South West (RPG10) was issued by the
Secretary of State in 2001 replacing the previous 1994 guidance. It retains the four
underlying themes that express Central Government's four objectives for
sustainable development at a regional level:
•
•
•
•

Protection of the environment
Prosperity for communities and the regional and national economy;
Progress in meeting society's needs and aspirations; and
Prudence in the use of resources.
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3.6.2

The Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole Structure Plan, 2001
The Dorset Structure Plan and associated policies ensure that the consideration of
development issues and the sustaining of coastal and marine resources, set out in
the RPG 10 document, will be fully integrated. As these are required to take into
account national and regional policy advice, the interpretation of such advice
should reflect local circumstances where appropriate and in turn provide the
context for individual local areas.
The Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole Structure Plan, covering the period up to
2011, was adopted by the three authorities in 2000 following an examination in
public held in 1996 and publication of modifications in 1998 and 1999.
Table 3.2

Policy

Bournemouth, Dorset & Poole Structure Plan – Relevant
Policies
Title

Description

Development for tourism and recreation which will
Tourism/The
contribute to regeneration and /or the extension of the
Resorts
tourist season will be encouraged.
Within the Heritage Coast and undeveloped coast of the
Tourism/
Isle of Portland, the development of new sites for
Chalets,
chalets, caravans or tents should not be permitted.
TOU D
Caravan and
Within AONBs, proposals will be subject to the most
Camping
rigorous examination.
Provision should be made for the development of
Countryside countryside recreational facilities if compatible with
CF C Recreational character of rural environment, accessible to main
facilities
centres of holiday and residential populations & reduce
pressure on sensitive areas
Facilities for
At coastal resorts make provision for development of
waterCF D
new facilities for marine recreation subject to assessment
based
of impact on marine environment.
recreation
Port facilities at Poole should be improved subject to
TRANS
Port facilities safeguarding the ecological value of the harbour and its
R
use for recreation
Development
Proposals for development which may adversely effect
in SACs,
the integrity of a candidate or designated areas will only
ENV A SPAs or
be allowed if there is no alternative solution or there are
RAMSAR
reasons of overriding public interest
sites
TOU A
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Policy

Title

Description

Development Development proposals should only be allowed if it is
ENV B in SSSIs
evident that the benefits arising clearly outweigh intrinsic
or NNRs
nature conservation/scientific value of the site
Development proposals which may adversely affect such
Development
sites should only be allowed if evident that the local
ENV C in SINCs or
benefits arising from the development outweigh the
RIGS
intrinsic nature conservation/scientific value of the site
Proposals for development which may result in harm to
Development
specially protected species or habitats will be allowed
ENV D in Protected
only if there is no alternative solution and if there are
faunal areas
reasons of overriding public interest
The bio-diversity of Dorset will be maintained/enhanced
Rethrough re-establishment of lowland heath &
ENV E establishment
replacement of appropriate habitats damaged /lost
of habitat loss
through development
The quality and diversity of the Dorset landscape should
Maintenance be maintained and enhanced through by enhancing
ENV F of landscape natural and man-made features/respecting characteristics
quality
of the local/encouraging sensitive design in the built
environment.
Protection of Within Heritage Coast priority will be given to
the
conserving natural beauty, biodiversity & geology whilst
ENV J
undeveloped facilitating and enhancing public access, enjoyment &
coast
appreciation of the coast
Coastal
Development should not be allowed in areas where
ENV K erosion/
coastal erosion, flooding, sea level rise and increased
flooding
storminess are likely to affect it during its lifetime
Coast
Development which is essential for sea defence/coast
protection/ protection should take account of the environmental
ENV L
sea defence significance of its proposed location & its effect on
criteria
natural processes
When preparing local pans & determining applications
for development, the local planning authorities should
IMP B Land stability
take into account the stability of the site & its
surroundings
Note: TOU - Tourism; ENV - Environment; TRA - Transport; CF - Community Facilities;
IMP – Implementation
3.6.3

The Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole Minerals and Waste Local Plan
The first edition of The Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole Minerals and Waste
Local Plan is currently in preparation.
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3.7

Regional Non-Statutory Level

3.7.1

Shoreline Management Plan
The need to develop strategic management plans for the coastline of England and
Wales is recognised and the first step has been to produce a series of Shoreline
Management Plans based on recognised cells and sub-cells of sediment movement
around the coast. The Shoreline Management Plan covering this Study Area is Subcell 5F.
The aim of this plan document is to increase awareness of shoreline defence issues
in relation to other coastal uses, and present an analysis of coastal processes,
resources and options for defence. The SMP area is divided into Management
Units, reflecting zones where a coherent management approach is required in
terms of coastal protection and opportunities for realignment.
The Study Area has been divided into five coastal process units (Durlston Bay,
Swanage Bay, Studland Bay, Poole Harbour and Poole Bay), which are in turn subdivided into a total of 32 management units (Figure 1). The specific policies
recommended for each management unit are summarised in Table 3.3.
Table 3.3
Adopted Policies in the Shoreline Management Plan
Unit
Code
DUR1

Management Unit

SMP Policy

Durlston Head to Durlston Cliff Flats

DUR2

Durlston Cliff Flats

DUR3

Durlston Cliff Flats to Peveril Point

Do Nothing (short term)
Retreat the line (long term)
Hold the line (short term)
Do Nothing (long term)
Do Nothing

SWA1
SWA2
SWA3
SWA4
SWA5
STU1

Peveril Point to Swanage Pier
Swanage Pier to Outfall Jetty
Outfall Jetty to Shep’s Hollow
Sheps Hollow to Ballard Point
Ballard Point to Handfast Point
Handfast Point to the Warren

Hold the Line
Hold the Line
Hold the Line
Do Nothing
Do Nothing
Do Nothing

STU2

The Warren to Studland Sandspit

Do Nothing (short term)
Retreat the Line (=Limited
Intervention) (long term)
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STU3
STU4

Studland Sandspit
Shell Bay

Selectively Hold the Line
Selectively Hold the Line

PHB1

Poole Harbour islands, excluding
Brownsea
Brownsea Island (east)
Brownsea Island (west)
South Haven to Hydes Quay

Do Nothing

PHB2
PHB3
PHB4
PHB5

PHB6

PHB7

PHB8
PHB9
PHB10
PHB11
PHB12
PHB13
PHB14
PHB15
PHB16
PHB17
PBY1
PBY2
PBY3

Selectively Hold the Line
Do Nothing
Do Nothing, with
potential selective retreat
Hydes Quay to Holton Point
Selectively hold the Line,
whilst establishing suitable
Managed Retreat sites
Lytchett Bay
Do Nothing (short-term)
Selectively retreat the line
(long-term)
Rockley Viaduct to Ham Common
Do Nothing (short-term)
Selectively retreat the line
(=Limited Intervention)
(long-term)
Ham Common to Hamworthy Quays Hold the Line
Hamworthy Quays
Hold the Line
Holes Bay
Selectively Hold the Line
Town Quays
Hold the Line
Parkstone Bay to Baiter Park
Hold the Line
Parkstone Bay Yacht Club to Salterns Hold the Line
Marina
Salterns Marina to Lilliput Pier
Hold the Line
Whitley Lake
Hold the Line
Whitley Lake to North Haven Point
Hold the Line
Whitley Lake to North Haven Point
Hold the Line
Sandbanks Ferry to Point House Cafe Hold the Line
Point House Café to Warren Hill
Selectively Hold the Line
Warren Hill to Hengistbury Long Retreat the Line (=Limited
Groyne
Intervention), whilst
selectively holding the
beach width in the short
term
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3.7.2

Dorset Coast Strategy
The Dorset Coast Strategy is a document which aims to set out a consensus view
on the way in which the members of the Dorset Coast Forum work together to
improve management of the Dorset Coast.
The tasks of the Strategy are:
• establishing integrated policy
• establishing guidelines for more detailed coastal management plans
• identifying strategic opportunities for resource development
• engaging and developing participation of a wide range of partners
• developing a co-ordinated approach to strategy implementation
• identifying solutions for the sustainable coastal development and management
• evaluating success and the reporting of results throughout Europe.

3.7.3

Natural Area Profiles
The Natural Area Profiles produced by English Nature help to inform
development of Local Biodiversity Action Plans (Section 2.4.9).

3.7.4

Dorset Biodiversity Strategy
A number of draft topic action plans have been produced for the Dorset
Biodiversity Strategy including one covering marine and coastal management. The
aim of the plan is to assess the extent and effectiveness of current work in
enhancing biodiversity within marine and coastal issues, and to guide future action
of the Dorset Biodiversity Initiative and other organisations.
Four issues have been identified affecting biodiversity, notably:
•
•
•
•

Pollution and contamination of the marine environment;
Marine and coastal conservation (issue of coastal squeeze);
Commercial fisheries;
Sustainable development of the coastal zone.

Objectives and actions of relevance to the strategy are outlined in Table 3.4.
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Table 3.4

Objectives and Actions in Dorset Biodiversity Strategy

Issue

Objective

Action

Coastal and
marine
conservation

More proactive
marine and
coastal
conservation

Target and promote agri-environment
schemes to increase and establish new
semi-natural habitats behind the high water
mark and cliff line to mitigate coastal
squeeze (especially cliff top grassland)
Seek opportunities for coastal retreat to
compensate for losses of intertidal habitat
Identify and progress opportunities for
managed realignment in Poole Harbour
Support the collation, interpretation and
publication of seabed maps outlining
topography and biotopes.
Develop survey and monitoring
programme for priority habitats and species
to include maerl, seagrass beds, sabellaria
species.
Promote use of marine database and seabed
maps as a planning tool by all sectors
Seek to enhance biodiversity through the
design of coastal defence schemes and
developments by bringing biodiversity
requirements into the early planning stage

Increase
knowledge of
marine habitats
and species

Coastal
development

3.7.5

Increase marine
awareness
Seek to minimise
habitat loss and
disturbance to
wildlife

A Local Biodiversity Action Plan for Purbeck
The overall aim of the Purbeck Heritage Committee, with regard to the
environment, is to conserve and enhance the environmental quality of Purbeck,
including landscape, cultural heritage, wildlife and geological interest. Three key
objectives have been developed to achieve this aim and a series of proposals to
meet the objectives are stated. These proposals are subdivided into three sections:
•
•
•

Proposals to increase understanding and awareness;
Proposals to support conservation and discourage damaging activities;
Proposals to co-ordinate conservation effort and encourage community
involvement.
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It is hoped such proposals will lead to a better understanding and awareness of the
conservation and management issues affecting Purbeck.
A number of habitats and species have been chosen for habitat and species action
plans respectively following the implementation of a habitat and species audit for
Purbeck. Each action plan puts forward a number of proposals and details
headline actions to be taken within a specified time frame.
3.7.6

3.8

Towards a Geological Conservation Strategy for Dorset, 1998
The document highlights the issues of obscuration of the basal Purbeck Beds in
Durlston Bay as a result of cliff stabilisation works. The geological conservation
priorities for coastal defence are expressed as follows:
•

Cliff exposures and geomorphological features should be maintained through
erosional processes which fashion them;

•

Natural cycles of sediment movement should be understood and respected;

•

The naturalness of coastal features should be respected and conserved.

Statutory Local Government Level
The Local Plans prepared by individual Operating Authorities in Dorset are
prepared in general conformity with the Adopted Policies and Proposals of the
Structure Plan. The policies and proposals of each respective Local Plan develop
the overall objectives of the Dorset Structure Plan.
Whilst circumstances differ around the county, the general principles to conserve
the coast and countryside and safeguard the environment apply throughout. Once
a Local Plan is adopted, it will supersede all existing Local Plans within the district
with the exception of the County Minerals and Waste Plan. It will also form part of
the Development Plan for the area. The Development Plan for each local authority
commonly will comprise the Dorset, Bournemouth and Poole County Structure
Plan, the Dorset Minerals and Waste Local Plan and the Adopted Local Plan.
Separate supplementary planning guidance is then adopted and issued to provide
detailed clarifications and explanations of particular aspects of development
guidance. The strategy has a role in providing specific advice for each local
authority on future coastal defence needs and coastal development. This will
amplify existing statutory policies and proposals where necessary. Equally so, the
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strategy results can be used to update or change existing policy should this be
deemed applicable in the future.
3.8.1

Purbeck District Local Plan
The Purbeck District Local Plan was published as a Deposit Draft Plan in June
1997, for statutory public consultation. Revisions have been made to the Plan,
reflecting recent changes in national policy. It was therefore withdrawn and
replaced by the Revised Deposit Draft Plan. This sets out policies and proposals to
guide development in Purbeck District up to 2011 and beyond. This Plan will
eventually replace the current North East Purbeck Local Plan and Isle of Purbeck
Local Plan. It also provides local plan coverage for the western part of the District
for the first time.
There are a number of policies relevant to this strategy, the most important are
summarised in Table 3.5.
Table 3.5
Policy

AH1

AH2

AH3

CA 1

CA 2

Purbeck Local Plan – Relevant Policies
Title

Description

Development in areas of ground instability or potential
instability will not be permitted unless it can be
Ground
demonstrated the site is stable or can be made so and that
instability
the development is unlikely to trigger erosion, landsliding
or subsistence within or beyond the boundaries of the site.
Development will not be permitted within river or coastal
River or
floodplains or in areas at risk from flooding outside coastal
Coastal
and river floodplains unless the criteria within the Local
Floodplains
Plan are met. (p.47)
Outside River Development will not be permitted in areas from flooding
or Coastal outside coastal and river floodplains unless the criteria
Floodplain within the Local Plan are met. (p.47)
Internationally Development which would have an impact on a Ramsar
important site, potential or classified SPA, or candidate or designated
conservation SAC will not be permitted unless the criteria within the
Local Plan are met. (p.17)
sites
Development which would have an adverse effect on the
nature conservation interest of an SSSI, either directly or
SSSI’s
indirectly, will not be permitted unless the criteria in the
Local Plan are met. (p.19)
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CA 3

CA 4

Non-Statutory
Nature
conservation
sites
Regionally
important
geological/
geomorphological sites

Development that would have a significant adverse effect
on a non-statutory site of substantive nature conservation
value will not be permitted unless the criteria in the Local
Plan are met. (p.21)
Development that would have a significant adverse effect
on a RIGS will not be permitted unless the criteria in the
Local Plan are met. (p.22)

Development that would have an adverse effect on a site
Protected supporting a legally protected species will not be permitted
CA 5
species
unless adequate measures specified in the Local Plan have
been taken. (p.23)
Development affecting the Dorset AONB will only be
permitted if it does not detract from the natural beauty of
CA 6
AONB
the landscape. Major industrial development affecting the
AONB will not be permitted unless there is an overriding
national need and no alternative site is available.
Development within the Purbeck Heritage Coast will not
Purbeck
be permitted unless the criteria in the Local Plan are met
CA 7
Heritage Coast
(p.26)
Within the South East Dorset Green Belt planning
Green Belt permission will not be given, except in very special
CA 8
circumstances, for the construction of new buildings for
purposes other than those outlined in the Local Plan (p.28)
Development affecting nationally important archaeological
remains and their settings will only be permitted if the
Archaeological
remains can be preserved in situ. Development affecting
CA 11
sites
locally important remains will only be permitted if the need
outweighs their archaeological importance
Development which would adversely affect the character,
Conservation appearance, or setting of a Conservation Area will not be
CA 16
Areas
permitted. It will only permitted, subject to criteria in Local
Plan. (p.39)
Development that would result in the loss or reduction of
important areas of recreational and amenity open space
Protected
within settlements or public recreational open space
MN 13
Open space
outside settlements will not be permitted unless criteria in
Local Plan are met
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MN 14

Public
recreational
open space
provision

Residential development should make provision for
recreation facilities related to, and necessary for the nature
of the development.

Purbeck District Council has jurisdiction for the southern and western shores of
Poole Harbour. A number of policies exist affording protection against
development for areas of national conservation importance. Most of these policies
cover designated conservation areas such as Heritage Coast (CA 7), SSSIs (CA 2)
and AONBs (CA 6). Areas of international conservation importance are covered
by policy CA 1. Policies also exist to afford protection against development for
regionally important geological / geomorphological sites within the Districts
boundary. Those sites of relevance are namely the Agglestone on Studland Heath
and low lying cliff sections within Poole Harbour. Remaining sites which are not
afforded statutory protection but which have substantive nature conservation
value, notably SNCIs are protected through policy CA 3. A number of protected
species also occur within Purbeck and policy CA 5 exists to ensure development
does not adversely affect the conservation status of any such species.
Purbeck also has a rich and diverse archaeological heritage which requires
protection. Those features of archaeological interest within the study area are
detailed in the developed environment section and are afforded protection through
policy CA 12 which covers archaeological remains of both national and local
significance. Policy CA 17 also exists to provide detailed control over
development within those conservation areas that have been designated within the
District, details of which are found in the Developed Environment section.
Few specific policies exist which have direct relevance to development in the study
area. The main issue is regarding the preservation of open space, which is
protected through policies MN 13 and 14. This is particularly relevant in the
Swanage locality where open space is relatively limited prompting the policy S 54
which sets aside a specific area of land for recreational open space.
The varied nature of tourism developments and the wide range of issues raised has
meant they cannot be covered easily by specific policies thus the Local Plan details
the main types of tourist development indicating the policies they are likely to be
tested against.
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The Purbeck District Local Plan covers an area of high ecological value that
requires special protection. This is provided through policy CA 8 which prevents
development within the specified area that may ‘harm its quiet undeveloped and
wild character’. There is particular emphasis on controlling tourist and recreation
related development, especially that which may generate greater levels of traffic.
Part of this area is also designated as Green Belt and policy CA 9 exists to prevent
inappropriate development within this area and to safeguard the countryside from
encroachment. Other policies of relevance to this area are considered under the
environmental management and nature conservation section.
Reference has therefore been made to relevant policies concerning natural and
man-made hazards outlined in the District Wide Local Plan, which will eventually
replace these statutory documents. Issues of ground instability, flooding and
coastal erosion are discussed for Purbeck and tightly controlled through policies
AH1, AH2 and AH3 respectively. Specific requirements for ground stability
reports in areas of potential ground instability and detailed risk evaluations in flood
risk areas are attached to development proposals.
3.8.2

Poole Local Plan First Alteration Revised Deposit Plan, November 2001
Poole Local Plan was adopted in August 1998, however a review of the adopted
plan is now underway and the Council decided that an alteration to the Plan was
more appropriate than a replacement plan. This document is the first deposit of
the Poole Local Plan First Alteration. Once representations to the plan have been
received there will be a review period followed by a revised deposit of the plan
incorporating changes from the first deposit consultation. Adoption of the Local
Plan is scheduled for December 2003.
There are a number of policies of relevance to the strategy, the most important
being policies NE21, NE24 and NE30a that are described below. Other relevant
policies are detailed in Table 3.6.
The shoreline of Poole Bay and Harbour has been defined in terms of 13 shoreline
character areas along Poole's coast and Policy NE21 ensures development within
the coastal zone respects the essential features that define the character and
appearance of the shoreline and does not have a detrimental impact upon the
wider landscape of Poole Harbour, Poole Bay or the character of the coastal zone.
In areas of cliff erosion the responsibility for maintenance falls upon adjoining
owners and, due to the extreme expense of such work unstable cliffs often remain
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unattended until they threaten property. Policy NE24 therefore seeks to prevent
development on or near unstable ground unless measures can be incorporated to
eliminate the instability in a manner compatible with the character and amenity of
the area.
Policy NE30a aims to limit development in the areas at highest risk from flooding
whilst not prejudicing the implementation of the Poole Bridge Regeneration
Initiative or development elsewhere within the built up parts of the tidal flood risk
area. The flood protection area extends along the shoreline of Poole Harbour
encompassing the Sandbanks area.
Proposals exist for a second harbour crossing across the Back Water channel due
to development of a number of brownfield sites within the Holes Bay basin with
transport networks at West Quay and Lower Hamworthy incorporating cycle
routes and pedestrian quaysides. The nature of development at these sites are
covered by the following policies (Policies CA4b-e; CA6b &c; CA7a and CA13a).
Proposed development is at the following locations:
•

Land to the east of the RNLI, West Quay Road - to be developed comprising
office, food superstore, residential housing, hotel and leisure uses. This will
require the provision of new flood defence measures. (Policy CA4b)

•

Land occupied by the RNLI providing new facilities for the institute, securing
key routes through the site linking it north and south with its neighbours
creating a new pedestrian network (Policy CA4c)

•

Land between Wilkins Way and RNLI to be redeveloped, comprising
residential housing, offices and sea scout facility. This development will open
up the waterfront to public access through provision of pedestrian promenade
and new slipway (Policy CA4d). This will require the provision of new flood
defence measures.

•

Land between Poole Bridge and Wilkins Way will accommodate development
of residential housing, a hotel and business uses incorporating a pedestrian
walk across both bridges and alongside the water (Policy CA4e). This will
require the provision of new flood defence measures.
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•

Land occupied by Pilkington tiles and Sydenham timber yard at Lower
Hamworthy is to be developed comprising residential housing, offices floor
space, hotel and small scale leisure infrastructure including new public
quay/local beach and other pedestrian routes allowing for the accommodation
of Poole rowing club and flood defence measures (Policy CA6b).

•

Former power station, oil depot and land east of Rigler Road accommodating
residential housing, office and industrial floor space. New public quay and
their pedestrian routes and flood defence measures. (Policy CA6c)

•

Former Pilkington tile site to be developed residential, sports use and rail
freight. (Policy CA7a).

•

Former east quay depot land to be reserved for expansion of Thistle hotel.
(Policy CA13a)

Pedestrian and cycle facility extensions are proposed along much of the Poole
Harbour and open coast shoreline.
Areas of the Borough identified as being of especially high archaeological potential
where applications for development are particularly likely to require an
archaeological programme are:
•
•
•
•

•
•

the Old Town
Lower Hamworthy (Roman military site and port)
Upper Hamworthy (Rockley Sands, Turlin Moor and Upton Park)
the shores and bodies of Poole Harbour including Lytchett, Holes and
Parkstone Bays
the Poole Bay littoral; and
the Roman road and its environs.
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Table 3.6
Policy
BE15
BE25
BE26
NE14
NE15
NE18
NE20
NE20a
NE21
NE24
NE30a
T1b
T18a
T18b
T18c
E8
TO1
TO3
TO5
L14
L15
L18
CA4b-e
CA6b-c
CA7a
CA13a

Borough of Poole Local Plan - Relevant Policies
Description
Preservation/enhancement of character /appearance of
Conservation Areas
Preservation in situ of nationally important archaeological remains
and their settings
Proposals involving unscheduled sites of local archaeological
importance and their settings. Archaeology - locally important sites
Preservation of designated/proposed sites of international
conservation importance (Ramsar, SPA, SAC)
Preservation of designated Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs)
Preservation of Sites of Nature Conservation Interest (SNCIs)
Preservation of land supporting legally protected species of flora
and fauna
Protection of Regionally Important Geological Sites (RIGS),
notably at Whitecliff.
Preservation of coastal zone and shoreline character identified in
the Local Plan
Control of development in areas of unstable ground.
Control of development in areas of flood risk
Provision for extension and improvement of pedestrian and cycle
facilities
Provision of second harbour crossing across the Back Water
Channel
Proposed West Quay transport network including new pedestrian
quayside
Proposed Lower Hamworthy transport network including
pedestrian quayside and new cycle links.
Preservation of deep water frontage for appropriate port/harbour
related uses on the Lower Hamworthy peninsula
Preservation of tourism assets, notably the beach, the harbour
coastline, heathlands and the town centre conservation areas.
Control of new development at Rockley Park with respect to
potential impacts on the surrounding area
Development control on the quay
Provision of further public access to the shoreline
Provision of new or extended marina, jetty, slipway or other boating
or mooring facilities.
Access and links to open space through provision of public
footpath, cycleway and bridleway links.
Development of land (see explanatory text above)
Development of land (see explanatory text above)
Development of Pilkington Tile site
Development of former east quay depot site
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3.8.3

Bournemouth District Wide Local Plan
The Bournemouth District Wide Local Plan covers the whole of the administrative
area of Bournemouth Borough Council. The Borough is currently followed by
three local plans:
• The Town Centre Local Plan (adopted August 1988)
• Boscombe Local Plan First Review’ (adopted January 1995)
• Bournemouth Borough Local Plan’ (adopted March 1995)
The Bournemouth District Wide Local Plan will supersede all these Plans and will
form part of the development plan covering the Borough. This Plan runs in
conjunction with the Dorset County Structure Plan and consequently has an end
date of 2011.
There is a number of policies of relevance to this strategy, the most important are
summarised the table below (Table 3.7).
Table 3.7
Policy
3.1

3.15

3.16

3.17

Bournemouth District Wide Local Plan - Relevant Policies
Title

Description

Green Belt

Inappropriate development, including any
development which conflicts with the openness of
the land or which conflicts with the purpose of the
land, including uses of land, will not be permitted.

International
Sites

Development which may adversely affect the
integrity of a candidate or designated SAC, SPA or
RAMSAR site will be allowed only if there is no
alternative solution and if there are imperative
reasons for overriding public interest.

National
Designations

Development which may adversely affect SSSI’s or
NNR’s will be allowed only if it is evident that the
benefits arising clearly outweigh the intrinsic nature
conservation value of or scientific value of the site.

Protected Species

Development which may result in harm to a
specially protected species or its habitat will be
allowed only if there is no alternative solution or
overriding public interest.
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3.18

Local
Designations

3.20

Biodiversity

3.21

Heathland

3.26

Coastal Zone
Management

3.29

Land Liable to
Flooding

4.17

Archaeology

4.4

Conservation
Areas

Development which may adversely affect local sites
of nature conservation interest or RIG’s will only
be allowed of it is evident that they local benefits
outweigh the intrinsic nature conservation or
scientific value of the site itself
The Biodiversity of the Borough will be maintained
or enhanced through re-establishment of lowland
heath and replacement of appropriate habitats
where damage or loss occurs as a result of
development.
The LPA will safeguard areas of remaining
heathland and will ensure the retention of a buffer
zone around any new development site where there
is a boundary with a heathland area.
Development or redevelopment within 200 metres
of cliffs and chines, or in proximity to steep
embankments, will incorporate measures to
demonstrate the development has no adverse effect
upon steep embankments. Developments will
require a development impact assessment to show
there is no adverse effect on land stability.
Development will not be permitted in, or in the
vicinity of, areas liable to flood watercourses or
flood defence works where it would impede
floodwaters flows, reduce the capacity of
washlands, increase flooding risk elsewhere, lead to
danger to life, damage to property or where it could
interfere with drainage authorities ability to carry
out maintenance work.
The LPA will not permit development which may
have and adverse effect upon, or involve significant
alteration or damage to nationally important
archaeological remains and their settings.
Development proposals in conservation areas
should preserve or enhance the character or
appearance of the area. In determining applications
for development, the LPA will have regard to the
criteria mentioned in the local plan. (p.34)
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3.9

7.9

Recreation and
Openspace

7.15

Recreation and
Openspaces

The LPA will pursue the creation of a continuous
Stour Valley from Bearwoood to Hengisbury Head.
Any proposed development prejudicing this aim
will not be granted planning permission.
Development resulting in the loss of public and
private openspace which contributes to the visual,
environmental, ecological or recreational amenity
value of an area, or a network of openspaces will
not be permitted except where the benefit
outweighs the loss.

Local Non-Statutory Level
In addition to statutory documents, the planning policy framework is
complemented by a series of non-statutory plans giving further guidance on the
development, or management of a particular coastal location or resource.
A plethora of non-statutory plans have been prepared for Dorset. These are
important in the creation of the strategy as there are a number of similar
objectives, policies and strategies in place with common themes. There is a need
for all non-statutory plans to be cross-referenced with one another to ensure that
the recommendations that are derived from these documents provide informative
advice to prepare coherent supplementary planning advice.

3.9.1

Local Environment Agency Plan
Two Local Environment Agency Plans (LEAPs) cover the study area. These are
the Frome and Piddle and Poole Harbour and Purbeck LEAP and the Dorset
Stour LEAP.
(a)

Frome and Piddle and Poole Harbour and Purbeck LEAP
The Frome and Piddle and Poole Harbour and Purbeck Consultation
Draft, produced by the Environment Agency, contained a brief
description of the area, identifying the environmental issues that need to
be addressed and made proposals for action to address them. Following
its publication, a three-month period of consultation with external
organisations and the general public was undertaken.
In Nov 2000, the Frome and Piddle and Poole Harbour and Purbeck
Action Plan was produced. This document includes activity plans that
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address identified issues for the management of the environment, which
were proposed to address the issues raised both in the Consultation
Report and through the consultation process. Amongst the twenty issues
identified, the following are the most relevant to this study:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

(b)

Protection of ecologically important habitats and species;
The potential impact of development on the environment;
Impact of sewage and sewerage on water quality;
Protection shellfisheries;
Impact of land use on water quality;
Loss and decline in the value of the floodplain habitat;
The development of recreation opportunities within the area;
Dealing with the potential effects of climate change on the
environment.

Dorset Stour LEAP
A consultation report was produced in January 1997, containing a detailed
description of catchment use, activities and state of the environment.
Issues were also identified in management of the catchment and
options/actions for resolution of these issues determined. Following a
period of consultation an action plan was produced in 1998, the progress
of which has been reviewed on an annual basis. The second annual review
reporting on progress from January 1999 to December 1999 reviews the
87 actions originally identified for the Dorset Stour in addition to the 55
new actions identified since initial production of the LEAP. Those of
most relevance to this study are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Impact of sewage and sewerage on water quality
Impact of development on urban rivers
Contaminated land
Maintaining our rivers and flood defences
Potential effects of climate change on the environment
Loss and decline in the value of riverine and floodplain habitat
Protection of ecologically important habitats and species
The development of recreation
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3.9.2

Studland Peninsula Management Plan
The National Trust’s Studland Peninsula Plan has been written as a working
document to guide the future management of this coastal and heathland site in
Dorset. The over aim of the Plan is to explain the significance of the area, identify
the key issues which need to be addressed and proposes workable solutions and
conservation policies to manage and protect it.
The Plan follows the National Trust’s overarching purpose to preserve the natural
beauty and historic interest of Studland Peninsula permanently, and identifies four
key areas of significance for a future framework of management.
The four key areas:
• Nature Conservation. The Peninsula is of national and international significance
in terms of wildlife and habitats. Examples are Studland and Godlingston
Heath and dunes, designated as National Nature Reserves (NNR’s)
• Landscape Management. The Trust aims to maintain the historic open treeless
views over Godlingston Heath to the harbour and to keep the semi-wooded
Studland heathland with views towards the Little Sea.
• Shoreline. Management. The serious erosion of the shoreline and the increasing
problems of traffic are identified as a major threat to the area. Rapid erosion in
recent years threatens the infrastructure at the Knoll and Middle Beaches.
• Archaeology. The Trust aims to preserve all the archaeology, and planned
actions include the reinstatement of the Fishing Barrow and the creation of an
access path to Fort Henry.

3.9.3

Dorset and East Devon Coast World Heritage Site Management Plan
Devon and Dorset Councils and the Dorset Coast Forum prepared a Management
Plan for the World Heritage Site in December 2000 to accompany its nomination
to UNESCO. This sets out policies on a range of issues. In relation to coastal
defence, the Plan notes that the SMP does not propose any defences in the large
majority of the nominated site. Where schemes are proposed in the site, they
should only be funded if they meet the site’s objectives and techniques should be
favoured which minimise impacts on the integrity of geomorphological processes
and the quality of geological exposures. Consideration of earth science features
should be included in cost-benefit analyses. Materials used which will in the long
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term find their way into coastal sediment circulation cells should as far as possible
be locally sourced.
The Plan contains six specific management policies relating to coastal defence:

3.9.4

P6

The local authorities and Environment Agency, through the work of the
coastline groups, will continue to maintain and keep updated the
Shoreline Management Plans and ensure these take full account of the
World Heritage management objectives

P7

Local authorities, the Environment Agency and Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food will ensure that coastal defence works that they
undertake or grant aid are compatible with the Site Management Plan.

P8

Local authorities will maintain and implement planning policies which
ensure that coast protection carried out by both the private and public
sector conforms to the objectives of the Site Management Plan.

P9

The operating authorities will consider the value of earth science
features within cost benefit analyses carried out for coast defence
proposals that could affect the nominated site. Improvements in the
methodology to include tangible and intangible values of earth science
will be sought.

P10

Coastal defence authorities will ensure that the findings of research and
monitoring in relation to their activities are properly disseminated to the
public and the scientific community.

P11

The coastline groups will maintain full records of all coastal defence
activities carried out within the sediment cells which shape the
geomorphology of the nominated site, including the nature and source
of materials used.

Keeping Purbeck Special - A Strategy for the Purbeck Heritage Area, June 1995
The overall aim of the strategy is to conserve and enhance the environmental
quality of Purbeck, including the landscape, cultural heritage, wildlife and
geological interest. A series of aims, objectives and proposals are detailed including
early action points to be taken putting forward a number of action points aimed at
controlling development within the Heritage area and in particular to conserve the
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southern shores of Poole Harbour and Studland Peninsula. Early action points of
relevance are:
•

ENV6B - The Purbeck Heritage Committee will work together with other
organisations and through the Dorset Coastal Forum to develop policies and
resolve conflicts in the coastal zone.

•

TOU4 - encourage enhancement of Swanage seafront and town centre;
support restoration of Swanage Pier and seek improvement of facilities for
marine recreation in Swanage.

•

TOU11 - seek to discourage provision of additional tourist facilities on
Studland Peninsula and southern shores of Poole Harbour and to manage
these areas to minimise damage from visitors and conserve the natural
environment.

3.9.5

Making Purbeck More Special, 2002-2007
In 1995, the Purbeck Heritage Committee produced its first management strategy
“Keeping Purbeck Special” (outlined above). The revised strategy, Making Purbeck
More Special, includes overall proposals, together with early action points to
implement over the next 3-5 years and takes into account recent legislation and
proposals such as the Rural White Paper, Countryside and Rights of Way 2000,
England Rural Development Plan and Local Government Act 2000.

3.9.6

Brownsea Island Nature Reserve Management Plan 1998-2003
The first edition of the Brownsea Island Nature Reserve Management Plan was
published in 1998, to cover a five year rolling period. The publication of the plan is
the first time all the available funding was drawn together, including five year
funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund. The principal objectives for the site
involve the management of the woodland for red squirrels and management of the
lagoon for internationally protected waders.

3.9.7

Dorset Coastal Pollution Clearance Plan
This document is designed to assist with those dealing with oil spills on the Dorset
coast. There are no policies within the plan and details of access points for
emergency response have been detailed in Section 2.8.2.
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3.9.8

Poole Harbour Management Policies
Reference is made to the role of the Environment Agency in flood defence issues
for the harbour. There is no mention of coast protection works. The document,
due to be entering its period of review, sets out a number of general policies
controlling development within specified areas of the plan remit. Relevant policies
include:
Policy G10

Policy G12
Policy G13
Policy G16
Policy G19

Provision for archaeological works prior to development,
ensuring protection, enhancement and preservation in situ
where appropriate;
Protection and enhancement of nature conservation interests;
Development proposals affecting the harbour;
Establishment of a co-ordinated environmental monitoring
programme;
Development proposals to have due regard to needs of public
fishery and shell fishery.

3.9.9

Poole Quay Quality Management Plan
The Poole Quay Quality Management Plan is a comprehensive document aimed at
controlling development in the Poole Quay area. The preferred solutions for most
major sites on, and around, the quay detailed in the draft local plan, are
summarised in chapter 2 of the management plan. Recommendations that follow
are concerned with stimulating investment and seeking short to medium term
solutions which may enhance the area during the lead-in time to more major
redevelopment. It highlights the issue of flood defence in its action plan (Action
Point 23) where it discusses the role of the Environment Agency and the measures
that the working party would like to see implemented.

3.9.10

Ham Common Management Plan
Details information on erosion problems at the site and previous cliff stabilisation
measures implemented. Also sets out proposals for installation of anti-erosion
measures. Focuses on the issue of nature conservation, stating a number of
management issues and proposals for the area.

3.9.11

Evening Hill Management Plan
Provides details of previous cliff top and toe protection measures undertaken
within the plan area. Gives detailed information on site ecology and evaluation of
wildlife and landscape. Sets out a number of wildlife and landscape objectives and
prescriptions.
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3.9.12

Sandbanks Management Plan
Identifies and evaluates areas of semi-natural habitats within the Sandbanks area.
Management Proposals are set out for each compartment unit. Details information
of the coast protection scheme for the management plan including past coast
protection measures. It outlines the importance of coast protection works for this
low lying area which is prone to damage from storms and erosion by the sea.

3.9.13

Poole Harbour Aquatic Management Plan
Aim is to promote the sustainable use of Poole Harbour, balancing the demands
on its natural resources and resolving conflicts of interest. The document, due to
be entering its period of review, provides a framework for the co-ordinated
management of the harbour having regard to the present and future needs of
nature conservation, recreation, commercial use and other legitimate interests.
Discusses issue of harbour capacity and highlights the need for a second slipway in
Poole Harbour and sets out a zoning strategy for users of the harbour to promote
sustainable wise use of the harbour.

3.9.14

Luscombe Valley Nature Reserve Management Plan
Provides a detailed physical and biological description of site. Evaluates a number
of management issues such as habitat diversity setting out a series of management
objectives with prescription set out on a compartmentalised basis.

3.9.15

Poole Bay Coastal Management Plan
Management of coastal land within Borough of Poole ownership using an
integrated approach to balance the various pressures on its use and promote
sympathetic management.

3.9.16

A Leisure Strategy for Poole
The Leisure Strategy for Poole sets out a number of policy statements and
recommendations aimed at the provision of recreational facilities to meet the needs
of the local population. Main issues of relevance include the provision of a new
water sports activity centre and associated facilities adjacent to Poole Harbour in
Hamworthy and provision of a boat haven for visiting yachtsmen. One of the main
principles of the strategy is achieving objectives in a sustainable way, thus a
number of recommendations are concerned with limiting development in existing
open spaces and balancing recreational pressures against nature conservation
needs.
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3.9.17

Alum, Middle and Durley Chine Management Plans
Provides detailed ecological and environmental evaluation of each site, setting out
management aims and objectives. Alum and Durley Chine Management Plans are
compartmentalised providing management objectives for each working
compartment.

3.9.18

Branksome Dene Chine Management Plan
Discusses issue of cliff erosion and the need to compromise between conservation,
aesthetics and safety. Contains a detailed site description and evaluation. Sets out a
number of management policies to improve the ecological value of the site on a
compartmentalised basis.

3.9.19

Bournemouth Seafront Management Plan
Sets out detailed information on areas of cliff instability and various measures
which have been undertaken to increase stability, beach profile measurement and
its importance for maintaining coastal defences through beach recharge. Also sets
out detailed environmental information on the physical and biological nature of
the seafront and its habitats. A number of environmental and ecological
management options are discussed. Discusses past and present recreation, tourism
and commercial use of the seafront.
There are no specific policies detailed with regard to coastal development in the
Bournemouth seafront Management Plan. However, a number of key
recommendations are made as part of the Council’s leisure strategy. These include:
•
•
•
•

3.9.20

Development/enhancement of existing attractions along the seafront (3)
Examine possibility of providing a slipway with suitable parking and facilities
(10)
Encourage leisure developers to propose schemes on the seafront at specified
sites (13)
To maintain and develop facilities along the seafront, ensuring new
developments do not have a detrimental effect on the natural environment
(14)

Hengistbury Head Management Plan
Provides a detailed history of coast protection schemes from 1670 to 1994 and sets
out a number of coast protection objectives, coastal policies and management
options. Provides detailed information on environmental, archaeological and
conservation issues within the plan area, putting forward objectives for each.
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4

Consultation

Consultation undertaken as part of the Strategic Environmental Assessment
involved:
(i)
(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

Written consultation with a range of statutory consultees and local
stakeholders, summarised in Table 4.1
A written questionnaire in which consultees were asked what they
thought were the main issues that needed to be taken into
account when considering future coastal defence needs. A total
of 24 responses have been received to date, summarised in Table
4.2 (respondents were invited to choose more than one answer).
Other comments made on Questionnaire returns have been
incorporated into Table 4.1.
Public Exhibitions at Bournemouth, Poole and Swanage. Visitors
were asked to complete questionnaires on their preferred beaches
and beach activities, the results of which are summarised in
Tables 4.3 and 4.4.
Meetings with conservation organisations (English Nature, Dorset
Wildlife Trust, RSPB and the Environment Agency).
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Table 4.1

Organisation

Summary of Responses to Written Consultation

Name

Response
Received
(Y/N)

MA Hodges

Y

Ms Lisa
Browning
(Coastwatch
Officer)

N

ABP

Rhona
Fairgrieve

Y

Arne Parish Council

Mrs M D
Balchin

N

Bournemouth Boating
Services

Mr J. Vincent

N

Bournemouth Surfing
Centre

Mr Paul
Clarke

N

Bournemouth
University

Prof Vincent
May

Y

Interests / Concerns

Information Held /
Available

Objectives

Archaeology, including maritime archaeology.
Hengistbury Head and Southbourne protect
Christchurch Harbour

Include Dorset Coast
Forum in consultation
Book entitled ‘The
Smuggler: No Gentleman’
gives details of landing
places in Poole Bay

Tourism – main economic
activity on this coast requires
access and management. The
latter is essential to preserve
and protect the environment
including archaeology

No particular concerns or issues

None on interest

Cliff erosion, beach changes, estuarine changes.
All from Christchurch Harbour to Durlston
Head. Public understanding of coastal change /
management.

Cliff changes in the chalk
Monitoring of beaches and
cliffs for NT at Studland
and Brownsea

Y

N

More creative/innovative
approaches to coastal defence
Better understanding of the
seabed changes
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Further
Consultation
(Y/N)

Y

Organisation

Name

Response
Received
(Y/N)

BP Exploration

Mr Mason

N

British Geological
Survey (Coastal Geology
Group Nottingham)

Mr R
Arthurton

N

British Institute for
Geological
Conservation

Mr Paul
Clasby

N

Interests / Concerns

Information Held /
Available

CZM training.

Changes in saltmarsh edge
and associated beaches in
Poole Harbour

Ensure any interests applications resultant from
the conclusions of this study fully address all
necessary issues and their complex interrelation.
Investigate the potential for beneficial use of
dredged material arising from dredging activities
within these areas currently licensed for sea
disposal. Statutory requirement to address any
potential alternative to marine disposal of dredge
material.

??

Objectives

Further
Consultation
(Y/N)

N

British Marine
Aggregate Producers
Association
British Oceanography
Data Centre

Mr A Tabor

N

British Telecom

Chris Fenn

N

CEFAS - Burnham

Ruth
Edwards

Y
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Y

Organisation

Name

CEFAS - Weymouth

Mrs Fiona
Vogt

Centre for Ecology and
Hydrology

Response
Received
(Y/N)
Y

Interests / Concerns

Information Held /
Available

Objectives

Further
Consultation
(Y/N)

Effect of coastline activities on microbiological
quality of shellfish specifically the affect of
sewage discharges on the quality of shellfish.
Colleagues at CEFAS Burnham have other
concerns.
The shellfish Hygiene Directive and the Shellfish
Waters Directive may need to be considered
when planning coastal management. Would be
interested to know if modelling will be used in
studying potential effects of management on
currents and flows in the area.

Maps of shellfish
harvesting areas.

The maintenance and
development of healthy,
productive shellfisheries.

Y (as deemed
necessary)

N

Christchurch Angling
Club

Mr S
Richards

N

Christchurch BC

Steve
Woolard

N

Christchurch
Boardsailing Club

Mr Graham
Sotheran

N

Christchurch Rowing
Club

Mrs Terri
Fox

N

Council for the
Protection of Rural
England

Mr Keith
Kent

N
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Organisation

Name

Response
Received
(Y/N)

Council for the
Protection of Rural
England (Dorset)

J.C.W. Lock

Y

Country Land &
Business Association

Mr Barry
Thompson
and Ms Mary
Busby

N

Countryside Agency
(SE)

Fiona Fraser
Boulton

Y

Interests / Concerns

Information Held /
Available

Objectives

Y

Landscape Value
Any proposed defences which affect the visual
landscape

The CA has no further comments to those made
in 1998.

New Countryside and
Rights of Way Act 2000
which may have a bearing
on certain aspects of the
Strategy. Leaflet enclosed.
The CA is in the process of
developing maps of all
open countryside and
registered common land.
Draft maps of the SE Area
are available for viewing,
details on
www.countryside.gov.uk.
Character Area 135: Dorset
Heaths (Volume 7 of
Countryside Character
Series). Can be obtained
from Countryside Agency
publications.

Unchanged from SMP
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Further
Consultation
(Y/N)

YY

Organisation

Name

Countryside Agency
(SW)

Response
Received
(Y/N)

Interests / Concerns

Information Held /
Available

Need for a holistic approach. Risk assessment is
needed and this needs to be transparent and
open.

Can supply various
academic studies on
MOA’s (Multi Purpose,
Offshore Adjustable)

Objectives

N

CREST (Coastal
Recreation,
Environment and
Shoreline Technology)

Angus Reith
& Sarah
Hams

Y

Crown Estate
Commissioners (Marine
Estates)

Mr Andrew
Morrison

N

Defence Estate
Organisation

N

DEFRA

Mr David
Ayers

N

DEFRA

Mr David
Sisson / Mr
Watson

N

DEFRA

Mr John
Horne

N

DEFRA

Mr Nick
Beard

N

DEFRA

Mr Roger
Smith

N

DEFRA

Mr Tim
Render

N

DEFRA

Ms Julie
Price

N
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Further
Consultation
(Y/N)

Organisation

Name

Response
Received
(Y/N)

Dorset Bird Club

Mr Sean
Robinson/M
r Ian
Alexander

N

Dorset Coastal Forum

Prof D
Brunsden

Y

Dorset County Council

Mr Malcolm
Turnbull

N

Dorset County Council
Dorset Archaeological
Unit

Ms Claire
Pinder

N

Dorset County Council
Environmental Services
Dept

Tim Badman

Y

Interests / Concerns

Need for a holistic approach. Risk assessment is
needed and this needs to be transparent and
open.

•
•

Dorset Environmental
Record Centre

Ms Carolyn
Steel

Y

Dorset Geologists
Association

Mr JB
Chaffey

Y

Information Held /
Available

Owners of Durlston Country Park (DUR
1)
Nominating body for Dorset and East
Devon coast World Heritage Site (inscribed
13th Dec 2001) (MU DUR, SWA 1,4,5 and
STU1)

Geological exposures used on field trips and for
teaching purposes. Geomorphological features.

•

•

World Heritage Site
nomination &
management plan
Reports in relation to
recent landslide in
Durlston Bay

Objectives

That decisions be based on a
real knowledge and
understanding of the systems

Y

•

Implementation of WHS
Management Plan
• Retention of natural values
of DCC owned coastline
Support implementation of
Dorset Coast Strategy

Y

Maintenance of existing,
particularly at Hengistbury
Head, and South and Middle
Beach. |Allowing natural
features to evolve with as little
human intervention as possible.

Y
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Further
Consultation
(Y/N)

Organisation

Name

Dorset Wildlife Trust

Bridgett
Betts

Durlston Country Park

RG
Plowman

Response
Received
(Y/N)

Interests / Concerns

Information Held /
Available

Objectives

Y

Intertidal and inshore regions

Dorset central marine
database, providing species
and habitat data is now
located and managed at the
Dorset Environmental
Record Centre
Dorset marine literature
database provides
references and locations of
where documents are held
– searchable database at
www.dorsetcoast.com

More marine information needs
to be taken into consideration.

Y

Y

Conservation, interpretation and public access
plus management of SSSI/SAC/World Heritage
Site within Durlston Country Park (owned by
Dorset CC) especially Durlston Bay & South
Purbeck Cliffs.

Ongoing monitoring of
recent landslips in
Durlston Bay (2/12/2000)

“Conservation for public
enjoyment” – wildlife
biodiversity plus geological
exposures & processes

Y

Given the status and importance of allowing the
natural geomorphological processes to continue
the conflicts arising from the wish to protect
property need to be resolved. This is a national
issue which the system, planning /compensation
act can not deal with

Further works in the By in the
medium term (50-100 years) are
unnecessary for the following
reasons. Since the Dulston
Cliff defence works the beach
level to the south has built up
significantly, out to the edge of
the base of the works.. The
recent 2000 land slip to the
south has pushed a significant
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Further
Consultation
(Y/N)

Organisation

Name

Response
Received
(Y/N)

Interests / Concerns

Information Held /
Available

Objectives

‘Tow’ of large rock out into the
Bay, the beach level between
these two areas is already
building…The nature of the
Purbeck series, the complex
faulting in the immediate
vicinity plus the generally
dipping strata which channels
storm and ground water from a
large catchment, into this small
area is the major issue, not
erosion from the sea.
Durlston Marine Project
Durlston Country Park

Dr Cathryn
Owens

Y

•

•

Durlston Bay is part of the Durlston Marine
Research Area, a voluntary marine nature
reserve (South haven to St Albans Head).
The work of the project over the past 14
years has confirmed that this area is an
important habitat for a population of
Bottlenose dolphins, among other species.
Bottlenose dolphins are protected from
disturbance under international legislation.
English Nature currently supports the
project’s research involving regular boat and
underwater survey work in Durlston Bay.
This part of the coast is now a World
Heritage Site. This new status further
supports the long list of designations
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Further
Consultation
(Y/N)

Organisation

Name

Response
Received
(Y/N)

Interests / Concerns

•

English Heritage

Duncan Coe

Y

Information Held /
Available

Objectives

Continuing development
of archaeological datasets
for both terrestrial and
maritime areas

The archaeological record
contains a large amount of data
about changing patterns of
activity (both natural and
human) along our coasts. This
data should be utilised in the
development of future trend
models and the strategies
developed and address issues
identified.

including SSSI, Heritage Coast, Area of
Outstanding natural Beauty, and Special
Areas of Conservation, which have been
applied to this area to ensure that the
geology and coastal processes are not
disturbed.
Furthermore, evidence from the research
collected by colleagues at Durlston Country
park suggest that is the retreat of the cliffs
due to seepage and ground water emerging
close to the top of the cliffs that is the
central management issue rather than
erosion by the sea. This suggests that the
proposed action will have little or no
beneficial effects to counter the disturbance
impact.

The historic environment. Historic environment
is clearly threatened by coastal erosion and the
creation of coastal defences, however,
understanding of historic trends and events can
lead to a better understanding of erosion activity.
The Poole Harbour area is extremely rich in
archaeological sites which need to be assessed
for their potential and protected where
appropriate.
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Further
Consultation
(Y/N)

Y

Organisation

Name

Response
Received
(Y/N)

English Heritage (SE
region)

Graham
Steaggles

Y

English Nature (Dorset
Team)

Dr Susan
Burton

Y

New Forest District
Council

Julia Norman

Y

Interests / Concerns

Information Held /
Available

Objectives

See attached letter but essentially the historic
environment in its widest sense
Archaeological remains at the coast are poorly
represented as limited archaeological survey has
been undertaken in the coastal zone and many
sites undiscovered. Soft coastlines of south and
east and coasts of major estuaries are complex
and vulnerable. Combined effects of SLR and
salt marsh erosion are resulting in rapid loss of
sites in such situations. Also loss of
archaeological sites in cliff top locations,
shipwrecks and hulks in intertidal / subtidal
situations.
Effect on standing boundary walls of 19th C or
earlier date along the coast (within and outside
conservation Areas). Erosion levels to historic
buildings and monuments as a result of
anticipated sea levels and coastal strategy

Policy statement on
Coastal Defence and the
Historic Environment
Contact at Swindon,
Kemble Drive, Lindsay
Jones 01793 414700

The coastal, intertidal and
marine zones of Poole Harbour
represents important
prehistoric, roman and
medieval, maritime cultural
landscapes. Need to ensure
adequate and properly
interpreted information is
integrated into all stages of the
planning process. A detailed
archaeological appraisal is the
most appropriate response (see
letter for details).

New Forest District Local
Plan First Shape Deposit
(July 2001); see in

Conservation of the natural
environment. Protection where
possible of developed areas at
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Y

Y

Enclosed map of Sabellaria
beds in Poole Bay and
information on changes to
citations and maps and a
copy of Poole Harbour
Reg 33 advice.
Development I and near area at risk of coastal
erosion.
Conservastion of the natural environment

Further
Consultation
(Y/N)

Organisation

Name

Response
Received
(Y/N)

Environment Agency

Mr Robin
Chase

N

Farming and Wildlife
Advisory Group

Mr John
Sheaves

N

FPD Savilles

Interests / Concerns

Information Held /
Available

Objectives

Coastal landscapes
Retention of Hurst Spit (as part of AONB,
National Park and for flood protection)
Public access to the coast

particular amendment to
Policy DW-C5, Section
C13 (Coastal Erosion)
attached

risk (it will be important to
know of there are situations
where this is not possible.)
Enables safe public access to
the shore

Maritime archaeology (see enclosed Annual
report and cover letter)
• Importance of submerged landscapes
(coastline has been a preferred human
occupation habitat for over 10,000yrs)
• Recent work by trust has helped to locate a
no of these landscapes
• Similar deposits undoubtedly remain in
Poole and Christchurch Bays (deposit
identified by Velegrakis (1999) near the
mouth of Poole Harbour.
• Threat from development

A decade of diving, delving
and disseminating (2001),
Sparks B, Momber G and
Satchell, J.
Our changing coast: a
survey of the intertidal
archaeology of Langstone
Harbour (2000).
Contributor to Allen, M
&Gardiner J. CBA
Research Report 124.
Drowned and deserted: a
submerged prehistoric
landscape in the Solent.

Responsibility for marine
archaeology currently rests with
Dept for Culture, Media &
Sport. National Heritage Bill
being considered by parliament
would pass responsibility to
English Heritage extending
remit to 12 miles offshore. If
this happened, consideration of
underwater heritage likely to
become mandatory

Further
Consultation
(Y/N)

N

Greenbalance

Mr Richard
Bates

N

Hants & Wight Trust
for Maritime
Archaeology

Garry
Momber

Y
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Y

Organisation

Name

Response
Received
(Y/N)

Interests / Concerns

Information Held /
Available

Objectives

I.J.N.A (2000) 29.1:86-89
Late Quaternary Evolution
of the upper reaches of the
Solent River, Southern
England, based upon
marine geophysical
evidence (1999) Velegrakis,
A.F; Dix, j.k; Collins, M.B.
Journal of the Geological
Society, London. 156: 7387.
European LIFE Project,
Coastal change, climate and
instability (1997-2000).
Hengistbury Head
Warden

Mr Mark
Hollaway

N

Heritage Coast Ranger

Mr Adrian
Brokenshire

N

Herpetological
Conservation Trust

Mr Keith
Corbett

N

Highcliffe Sailing Club

Mr B Hand

N

Hoburne Ltd

Mr Ian Legge

N

Hurn Sub Aqua Club

Mr & Mrs
Holt

N

Hydraulic Research Ltd
(Wallingford)

K Powell/A
Brampton

N
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Further
Consultation
(Y/N)

Organisation

Name

Response
Received
(Y/N)

Hydrographic Office

Helen Breeze

Y

Hydrographic Office

Mr R.F.
Cavill

Y

ICE Library (London)

J Gammon/
Michael
Chrimes

N

Joint Committee of
Christchurch Resident's
Associations

Mr West

N

Lymington and
Pennington Town
Council

Mr R .E.
Jones

N

Lytchett Minster &
Upton Town Council

Mrs J D
Howard

Y

Interests / Concerns

Information Held /
Available

Objectives

Send any further
documentation to Mr Chris
Mills Hydrographic Data
Centre.
Changes in alignment of coastline

PHB6. Only concerned with Lytchett Bay and its
hinterland. Comments made previously are still
our current concerns.

Wreck information –
sample only enclosed.
Refer back for up to date
information at appropriate
time if required.

(To be kept informed of any
changes in alignment of
coastline)

Y

Increasingly concerned about
the build up of silt in the bay.
Mudbanks are higher and of
greater area each yr, when they
are exposed at low tides. Unless
action is taken, in our opinion
the whole bay will disappear
under reeds in the foreseeable

Y
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Further
Consultation
(Y/N)

Organisation

Name

Response
Received
(Y/N)

Interests / Concerns

Information Held /
Available

Objectives

Further
Consultation
(Y/N)

future.
Meteorological Office

Mr J
Hopkins

N

Meyrick Estate
Management Ltd

Mr D.M
Tullie

N

Mudeford & District
Fisherman's Association

The
Secretary

N

Mudeford Sailing Club

Mr Tony
Collins

N

Naish Chalet and
Caravan Owners
Association

Mr D B
Brown

N

National Environment
Research Council

Sir/Madam

N

National Farmers Union
(South West Region)

Mr A
Gibson/Mr
Mike
Ellingham

N

National Farms Union

Mr C
Whitlock

N

National Monuments
Record Centre

Mr S A
Waring

Y

The effective management of the coastal
archaeological resource with consideration given
to marine as well as terrestrial archaeological
remains a historic landscapes can extend
seamlessly from dry land, through the inter-tidal
zone into the sub-tidal areas.

Holds data on coastal and
terrestrial archaeology, and
gives advice on seabed
developments and strategic
plans.

Would wish to be consulted
when coastal defence is being
considered to advise on the
archaeological potential of the
area concerned. Especially
when coastal erosion is taking
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Y

Organisation

Name

Response
Received
(Y/N)

Interests / Concerns

Information Held /
Available

Objectives

place or managed retreat is
being considered.
National Trust
(Studland Office)

Julian Homer

Y

•

•

•
•

•

•

Ocean Youth Trust South

Ms Mary
Lack

N

Ordnance Survey

Mr Roger
Christie

N

Gabion sea defences below middle beach
have partially collapsed. These were erected
5 yrs ago and were not of sufficient strength
to withstand pressures from the sea
Infrastructure above these defences includes
Middle beach café, toilets, shop, ice cream
kiosk & concrete ramp to beach
Trust policy is one of managed retreat. Not
proposing to rebuild the defences.
Coastal engineers, Posford Haskoning are
advising Trust as to risks posed by
structures and remaining life span.
Approx 1m of land lost (2001) between
Middle beach and Knoll beach & a further
25 huts have been moved back from the
shoreline this yr
Given policy of managed retreat & potential
loss of more car parking spaces at Knoll, the
Trust is employing a transport officer to
implement providing alternative transport to
the beaches
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Further
Consultation
(Y/N)

Organisation

Name

Response
Received
(Y/N)

Poole Harbour Canoe
Club

Mr Andy
Coomes

N

Poole Harbour
Waterkiers Association

Mr Dave
Denton

N

Interests / Concerns

Information Held /
Available

Objectives

There are two stations
within the study area
Swanage: Located mn the

Maintenance of access for SAR
operations

Further
Consultation
(Y/N)

The work already done should be looked at in
relation to the recent designation of the
‘Swanage Coast’ as a UN/UNESCO World
Heritage site, the first’ natural site’ in England.

Poole United Nations
Association & Agenda
21
Poole Yacht Club

Mr A.J Laing

N

Poole Yachting
Association

Mr R.B.
Marshall

N

Property Manager

Mr Barry
Guest

N

Property Services
Manager

Mr Dave
Green

N

Purbeck District
Council

Mr Paul St
Pierre

N

Railtrack Property

Mr Bob
Gardner

N

Ramblers Association
(Dorset Group)

Area
Secretary

N

Rempstone Estate

Mr James
Ryder

N

Royal National Lifeboat
Institution HQ

Howard
Richings

Y

Access to the sea for launch and recovery of
lifeboats
Access to beach and cliff areas for rescue from
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Y

Organisation

Royal Yachting
Association

Name

Jerry Eardley

Response
Received
(Y/N)

Y

Interests / Concerns

Information Held /
Available

the sea

west side of the pier. The
station operates two
lifeboats both of which are
housed. One of the boats
is launched down a
dedicated slipway, which
spans the foreshore,
allowing launching and
recovery at all states of the
tide. The other is launched
from a trolley via ramp
onto the foreshore.
Poole: Two lifeboats
operate from within Poole
Harbour. One lies afloat
just seaward of Poole
Bridge and the other is
housed in a floating
boathouse at the same site.
The crew access the boats
via a fixed piled walkway
and an articulated gangway
from the quay.

Use of the natural & developed coastline for
water based recreation
RYA is the national governing body for
organised competitive forms of sailing & power

Objectives

Concerned that future defence
plans take into account
recreational needs, including
interests of local clubs and
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Further
Consultation
(Y/N)

Y

Organisation

Name

Response
Received
(Y/N)

Interests / Concerns

boating, and the national representative body for
informal sailing / power boating.
Risk of inundation or erosion of premises (e.g.
clubhouses or marine businesses) which are
located in an isolated or exposed location, on a
shoreline which is not categorised as needing to
be defended,
Risk of loss of informal facilities e.g. launching,
landing places for small boats due to sea
defences
Risk of erosion or loss of natural features e.g.
low lying spits of land, shingle or mud banks
which provide shelter for facilities e.g. moorings
or opportunity for sheltered sailing for novices.
Risk of substantial changes to riverine flow
patterns and volumes should SMPs be put into
effect.
Managed retreat could however, on some parts
of coast, provide new opportunities for
sustainable low-impact informal moorings for
small boats.
RSPB (Exeter)

Mr Martin
Auld/Mr
Mark Robins

N

RSPB Arne Nature
Reserve

The Warden

N

Information Held /
Available

Objectives

marine businesses which are
often located in vulnerable
places close to the water
margin.
Effect of future erosion be
anticipated and provided for
where possible (e.g. launching
facilities, moorings protected
by low-lying spits etc)
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Further
Consultation
(Y/N)

Organisation

Name

SCOPAC

Robin
McInnes

Shellfish Association of
Great Britain

Response
Received
(Y/N)

Interests / Concerns

Information Held /
Available

Objectives

Further
Consultation
(Y/N)

Effective conservation and management
combined with the sustainable use for economic
& employment i.e. tourism and leisure

Toward 2020 the SW
Regional Tourism Strategy

We need to ensure a sensitive
and sustainable commercial
exploitation for economic and
employment generation
purposes

Y

In line with other SFC’s the
aim of the committee is to
manage, regulate, develop and
protect the fisheries within the
southern sea fisheries district to
ensure the sustainability of the
marine environment, both now
and for future generations.

Y

N
N

Solent Protection
Society

Mr J Davies

N

South West Tourism

Malcolm Bell

Y

Southbourne Canoe
Club

Ms Sue
Johnson

N

Southern Sea Fisheries

Mr Ian
Carrier

Y

Southern Tourist Board

Marguerite
Driver

Y

The marine environment

Passed letter and
documentation to Mr Peter
Colling, Head of Research
and Development Dept
who has details of past and
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Organisation

Name

Response
Received
(Y/N)

Interests / Concerns

Information Held /
Available

Objectives

present visitor numbers to
the area, accommodation,
key tourist attractions and
visitor spending.
Southern Tourist Board

Andrew Reid

Southern Water Services
Ltd

Y

Do not see any conflict between the
development of coastal protection measures and
flood defences ensuring the areas continued
attraction for visitors. Such defences would help
tourism businesses liable to flooding and coastal
protection would preserve the area for future
generations. Concerns if the flood defences, or
any re-designation of land resulting were to
reduce visitor access to the bay and its shoreline.
Physical appearance needs to be sympathetic to
surroundings and not a visual intrusion on the
landscape. The bays are important tourist
attractions and provide leisure opportunities for
beach activities, sailing, coastal walks and
enjoyment of the landscape and natural
environment.

Maintain and where appropriate
improve visitor access to the
bay and its shoreline. The
economy of the bay and
surrounding area is very reliant
on visitors, restricting access or
failing to develop the
infrastructure to support
visitors may result in falling
visitor numbers.
SEA needs to consider the
impact of different schemes on
visitors and the consequent
implications for visitors and the
local economy.

N

Sports Council South
West Region

Mr Martin
Drennan

N

St Barbe Museum

Mr Paul
Clasby

N
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Further
Consultation
(Y/N)

Organisation

Name

St Barbe Museum

Ms Joanna
Close-Brooks

N

Studland Parish Council

Mr P Clark

N

SUSTRANS

Ms Lindsey
Smith

N

Swanage Fisheries
Association

Alan Lander

Y

Lobster fisheries and tidal flows

Swanage Pier &
Swanage Angling Club

Russ .I.
Johnson

Y

Swanage Town Council

Alan Leeson

Y

The British Library

Response
Received
(Y/N)

Interests / Concerns

Information Held /
Available

Objectives

Swanage and Durlston Bay

The possible rise in sea
levels is a concern as is the
rise although very slight in
average sea temperature.

No

N

Swanage main beach
Foreshore from Studland Parish boundary to
Swanage Pier and from Peveril Point boat park
to Durlston Head

There has been two
significant landslips since
last report
1) North Swanage
(below Ballard
Down)
2) Durlston Bay

The Town Council relies upon
the income from tourism, the
beach is considered to be the
town’s major asset.

Y

N

The Pier Master

Mr Dereck
Boorn

N

University of Exeter

Dr P
Grainger

N

University of
Portsmouth

Ms Caroline
Davis

N
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Further
Consultation
(Y/N)

Organisation

Name

Response
Received
(Y/N)

University of
Portsmouth (Dept of
Geography)

Dr Malcolm
Bray

Y

University of
Southampton

Professor M
Collins

N

Wareham Town Council

Mrs M C
Tyrer

N

Wessex Water Services
Ltd

N

Whale and Dolphin
Conservation Society

N

Wildfowl and Wetlands
Trust

Mr Mark
Pollitt

Interests / Concerns

Information Held /
Available

Objectives

Coastal geomorphology, especially to ensure that
the remaining “natural” landforms of this coast
remain free to adjust and respond and that the
processes that sustain them are maintained. Also
development in areas of landsliding / erosion

Futurecoast info – see
Nick Cooper for latest
version

Previous comment relates to
Hengistbury Head. Use site for
student field classes and we
have used them for several
international fieldtrips for
visiting overseas scientists. Also
relevant to South Haven
peninsula.

N
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Further
Consultation
(Y/N)
Y

Table 4.2

Issues identified by Respondees to Written Questionnaire
Response

Issues
Understanding of Natural Processes

19

Effects of sea level rise / climate change

17

Importance of geomorphological features
Need to monitor process behaviour

14

Damage to natural areas

13

Loss of habitats e.g. saltmarshes

10

Loss of species

9

Landscape damage and environmental loss

19

Human & As-Built

Access

13

Environment

Public Safety

11

Affects on tourism

13

Identification and preservation of archaeological sites

7

Water quality

12

Fisheries

12

Oil and gas exploration

3

Sand dune trampling

4

Development in the

Development in areas of flood risk

13

coastal zone

Integration and conflict with other management plans

17

Siltation affects on fishing interests

6

Lack of Local Authority powers to control activities below LWM

8

Maintenance of natural defences

17

Adequacy of existing structures

11

Provision of effective flood warning service

6

Beach / cliff erosion

20

Coastal Processes

Natural Environment

Coastal Defences

17
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Table 4.3

Public Exhibition Questionnaire Responses: Preferred Beaches

General Locality
Poole Harbour

Poole Bay

Studland

Bournemouth

Swanage

Beach

ticks

Ham Common

DDDD

Rockley Sands

DDDD

Brownsea Island

DDD

Branksome Chine

DDDDD

Branksome Dene Chine

DDDDDDDD

Flaghead Chine

DDDDDD

Canford Cliffs

DDDDDD

Sandbanks

DDDDDDDD

Shore Road

DDDDDD

Shell Bay

DDDDDD

Knoll Beach

DDDDDDDDD

Middle Beach

DDDDD

South Beach

DDD

Bournemouth Pier

DDDDDD

Alum Chine

DDDDDD

Boscombe Pier

DDD

Durley Chine

DDDDDD

Middle Chine

DDDD

Fisherman's Walk

DDD

Southbourne

DDDDD

East Cliff

D

West Cliff

DD

Hengistbury Head

DDDD

North

D

Central

DDDDD
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Table 4.4

Public Exhibition Questionnaire Responses: Preferred Activities

Activity

ticks

Sitting in the car

DD

Walking

DDDDDDDDDDDD
DD

Dog walking

DDDD

Sunbathing

DD

Sea wall/promenade (i.e. not going onto the beach)

DDDDDDDDDD

Amenities next to beach (i.e. not going onto beach)

DD

Beach based games /sports (please specify)

D

Watersports: surfing (2) / sailing (1) / unspecified (1)

DDD

Family leisure time

DDDDDDDDDDD

Swimming

DDDDD

Work related

-

Peace and quiet

DDDDDDDDD

Environmental Studies

D

Watching Shipping

D

Beach & Boat Angling

D
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5

Environmental Objectives

5.1

General Issues
In order to evaluate the environmental impact of a policy, plan, strategy, or
programme, a Strategic Environmental Assessment establishes environmental
objectives at the strategic level. In developing these objectives, it is important that
any environmental regulations, good practice procedures, and environmental
constraints are fully integrated. This way, sustainable flood management options
may be developed and evaluated.
In the following section, a series of environmental objectives have been put
forward for the Poole Bay study area to assist in the preparation of the strategic
options and to present criteria against which the options can be tested. The
objectives have been presented in two tables:
•
•

A statement of general objectives and some of their implications in terms
of specific sites and management policies (Table 5.1); and
A table of objectives which specifically apply to individual management
units (Table 5.2).

In formulating the objectives, account has been taken of the recommended
policies in the following documents:
•
•
•

Shoreline Management Plan (SMP) (Halcrow 1999);
UK and international conservation regulations and objectives;
Structure, Local and non-statutory Plans;

Within the objectives, a distinction has been made between those that arise from
legal obligations, including the Habitat Regulations and the Water Resources Act,
(shown in bold italics) and other objectives which do not represent legal
obligations.

5.2

Practicability, Sustainability and Economic Considerations
Objectives have been developed to take into account practical and well as legal
constraints. Objectives have only been put forward where an initial screening
indicates that types of actions required to meet them are likely to be technically
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feasible and environmentally sustainable, which as a minimum is taken to mean
that:
•
•

•

Over a 50 year timescale, interventions have a reasonable chance of
success;
Interventions would not interfere with natural processes in such a way as
to bring about the loss or damage to other European sites or other
internationally important features;
There would not be a requirement for continued, excessive and increasing
input of natural and financial resources.

It is considered that any actions that did not meet these requirements would be
very unlikely to be implemented, even if they were a prima facie requirement under
legislation, such as the Habitats Regulations. This is because they would probably
not constitute a viable “alternative” and objections would be likely to constitute
“over-riding reasons of public interest”.
Further criteria that need to be met include economic justification. At the
minimum, there should be a benefit/cost ratio exceeding one. However, in
practice, a scheme would have to pass DEFRA priority scoring to be implemented.
The criterion of economic acceptability is not applied to objectives that relate to
protecting European sites, since DEFRA has announced grant aid in such cases
will not be dependent on economic criteria being met.

5.3

Nature Conservation Objectives
Objectives for European nature conservation sites have been set to address the
qualifying interests of the site as well as the formal conservation objectives that
have been set by English Nature. In relation to the Site of Special Scientific
Interest, the Countryside and Rights of Way Act introduced a number of
amendments to the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and these have been taken
into account in formulating objectives.
Objectives for nature conservation assets have generally been framed in terms of
habitats rather than species. This is for two reasons:
(i)

The study is concerned with defining areas of land with respect to
coastal and flood management. Considerations of interventions
that relate to individual wildlife are therefore beyond its scope.
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(ii)

In relation to birds, which are highly mobile, it is a reasonable
assumption that areas of suitable habitat will be rapidly colonised,
depending on its location. However, it is recognised that this
assumption is less applicable to invertebrates.

Where a management intervention is proposed that may be in conflict with an
objective arising from the Habitat Regulations, it is likely that an Appropriate
Assessment of the project/plan will be required. This would ascertain whether the
intervention may constitute an adverse effect on the integrity of the site, in which
case alternatives would have to be considered. Where conflicts may arise from
non-intervention, the strategy will identify the extent of losses anticipated and
identify areas where replacement habitat may be created.

5.4

Cultural Heritage and Archaeological Objectives
Reference is made within objectives relating to cultural heritage and archaeology to
economic criteria as a basis for decision-making. In the context of identified
cultural assets, this may in some cases imply consideration of the costs of
reconstruction or removal of the asset elsewhere, rather than open market value as
used for other property assets. It is understood that there has been a recent case
where such considerations were taken into account in deriving economic value of a
Scheduled Monument for the defence of which DEFRA provided grant aid. Such
considerations would only be likely to be used in relation to Scheduled Monuments
or Grade I or Grade II* listed buildings. However, in relation to archaeological
sites generally, the costs of excavation and recording may be taken into account in
evaluating any economic case for their protection.
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Table 5.1

General Environmental Objectives for Poole Bay and Harbour
Legal obligations, including the Habitat Regulations, are shown in italics.
Underlining identifies where there may be a conflict between an objective, or the
implications of an objective.

Assets

Objectives

Specific Targets

1. Conserve the characteristic geological

1.1 Avoid constructing any new coastal

Nature Conservation
World Heritage Site

exposures and landforms of the Jurassic Coast

defences that would be detrimental to the

for their intrinsic value, scientific study and

designated geological interest, scientific

aesthetic appreciation

understanding or aesthetic appreciation
of the site

Candidate Special Areas 2. Subject to natural change, all qualifying

2.1 Dorset Heaths (Purbeck and Wareham)

of Conservation (cSAC) cSAC habitats should be maintained in situ

and Studland Dunes

unless deemed technically inappropriate and

•

environmentally unsustainable, in which case •
compensation habitat must be recreated

•

Bog woodland
Calcareous fens with great fen sedge
(Cladium mariscus)

elsewhere in accordance with the Habitat
•

Regulations

Atlantic decalcified fixed dune

Temperate Atlantic wet heath with
Dorset heath (Erica ciliaris) and crossleaved heath (Erica tetralix)

•

Alkaline fens

•

Depressions on peat substrate

•

Embryonic shifting dunes

•

European dry heaths

•

Humid dune slacks

•

Purple moor-grass (Molina caerulea)
meadows

•

Northern Atlantic wet heaths with crossleaved heath (Erica tetralix)

•

Old acidophilous oak woods

•

Oligtrophic waters containing very few
minerals of sandy plains

•

Shifting dunes along shoreline with
marram grass (Ammophila arenaria).

•

Ponds supporting Great crested newt and
southern damselfly
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Assets

Objectives

Specific Targets

2.2 Dorset Heaths
•

Calcareous fens with Cladium mariscus
and species of the Caricion davallianae

•

Alkaline fens

•

Northern Atlantic wet heaths with crossleaved heath (Erica tetralix)

•

Dry heaths

•

Depressions on peat substrate

•

Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or
clayey-silt-laden soils

•

Old

acidophilous

oak

woods

with

Quercus robur on sandy plains
•

Ponds supporting great crested newt and
southern damselfly

2.3 Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs
•

Vegetated sea cliffs

•

Early gentian

2.4 St Alban’s Head to Durlston Head
•

Chalk-rich dry grassland, including
important orchid sites

•
Special Protection Areas 3. Subject to natural change, habitats that
(SPAs)

support qualifying SPA species should be

3.1 Dorset Heathlands
•

Heathland supporting nightjar, woodlark,
Dartford warbler, hen harrier and merlin

maintained in situ. If technically impossible

Ramsar Sites

Vegetated sea cliffs

or environmentally unsustainable,

3.2 Poole Harbour

compensation habitat will be re-created

•

Tidal mudflats and saltmarshes

elsewhere in accordance with Habitats

•

Reedbeds

Regulations

•

Freshwater marshes

•

Wet grassland

4. Subject to natural change, habitats cited in 4.1 Dorset Heathlands
or that support species cited in the Ramsar

•

Wet heathland

Site citation should be maintained in situ.

•

Fens

Where technically impossible and

•

Mires

environmentally unsustainable, compensation •

Heathland to coastal wetland transition

habitat will be created elsewhere in

communities

accordance with Habitat Regulations
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Assets

Objectives

Specific Targets

4.2 Poole Harbour

Sites of Special Scientific 5. Habitats cited in or that support species
Interest (SSSI)

that are cited in SSSI citations should be

•

Tidal mudflats

•

Lagoons

•

Saltmarshes

•

Reedbeds

•

Freshwater marshes

•

Wet grassland

•

Fen meadows

•

Wet pasture with ditches

•

Transitions to peatland mires

5.1 Poole Bay cliffs
•

Sedimentological exposures

maintained and where feasible enhanced,

•

Cliff heath vegetation

where environmentally sustainable and

•

Sand lizard

technically possible. Subject to natural

•

Cliff seepage features

change, geological exposures in SSSIs are to

5.2 Christchurch Harbour

be maintained for access and study

•

Saltmarsh

•

Wet meadows

•

Dry grassland

•

Heath

•

Scrub and woodland

•

Sand dune

5.3 Arne
•

Dry heathland

•

Wet heathland

•

Bog

•

Wet woodland

•

Botanically rich road verges

5.4 Poole Harbour
•

Intertidal saltmarsh

•

Intertidal mudflat

•

Reedbed

•

Lagoon (Brownsea Island)

•

Acidic bog

•

Wet and dry heathland
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Assets

Objectives

Specific Targets

5.5 Ham Common
•

Fossiliferous exposures

•

Dry heathland

•

Wet heathland

5.6 Luscombe Valley
•

Heathland

•

Acidic grassland

•

Mire communities

5.7 Studland & Godlingston Heaths
•

Coastal geomorphology

•

Sand dunes

•

Heathland

•

Deciduous woodland

•

Saltmarsh transitional community

•

Reptile populations

5.8 South Dorset Coast
•

Exposures of Jurassic and Cretaceous
stratigraphy and palaeontology

•

Calcareous maritime grassland

•

Cliff plant communities

5.9 Studland Cliffs
•

Exposure of Chalk –Tertiary
unconformity

•

Coastal geomorphology

•

Maritime cliff-top grassland

•

Cliff-nesting birds

5.10 Purbeck Ridge (East)
•

Chalk grassland

•

Coastal exposures of lower greensand

National Nature

6. Characteristic habitats and species should be

6.1 Arne reedbeds

Reserves (NNRs)

maintained and where feasible enhanced, where

•

environmentally sustainable and technically

6.2 Holton Heath

possible.

•

Wetlands
Heathland

6.3 Hartland Moor
•

Heathland

6.4 Studland and Godlingston Heath
•

Heathland, dunes and reptiles
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Assets

Objectives

Specific Targets

Local Nature Reserves

7. Characteristic habitats and species should be

7.1 Hengistbury Head

(LNRs)

maintained, subject to natural change, if

•

technically possible, environmentally sustainable,

7.2 Ham Common

and consistent with other objectives, otherwise

•

provision must made to recreate them elsewhere

7.3 Luscombe Valley
•

Range of habitats
Ecology/geology
Varied habitats and reptiles

7.4 Parkstone Bay
•

Birds

Sites of Nature

8. Characteristic habitats and species should be

8.1 Sandbanks

Conservation

maintained, subject to natural change, if

•

Importance (SNCIs)

technically possible, environmentally sustainable

8.2 Bournemouth Cliffs

and consistent with other objectives, otherwise

•

provision must made to recreate them elsewhere

8.3 Alum Chine
•

Dunes and grassland
Cliffs and cliff top grassland
Woodland

8.4 Flaghead Chine
•

Heathy cliffs with scrub

•

Reptile populations

8.5 Branksome Cliffs
•

Grassland and heathland on sandy cliffs

8.6 Greenland
•

Acid grassland

8.7 Fitzworth Peninsula
•

Semi-improved grassland and saltmarsh

8.8 Purbeck Forest
•

Remnant heath, bog and grassland

8.9 Ham Hill Copse and Cutting
•

Dry heath and scrub

8.10 Holes Bay Relief Road
•

Ruderal grassland

8.11 Hawkwood Saltmarsh
•

Saltmarsh remnant

8.12 Lytchett Bay Meadows
•

Grassland and wetland

8.13 Studland Hill
•

Scrub
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Assets

Objectives

Specific Targets

Dorset and Purbeck

9. The existing area of habitats covered in the

•

Biodiversity Action Plan BAP should be maintained within the study area if
Habitats

Protected Species

Maritime cliff and slope (including cliff
seepages and cliff-top grassland)

possible or otherwise elsewhere. Where feasible,

•

Coastal sand dunes

the strategy should contribute to meeting BAP

•

Littoral chalk

enhancement targets.

•

Coastal saltmarsh

•

Mudflats

•

Sheltered muddy gravels

•

Seagrass beds

•

Sabellaria reefs

•

Tidal rapids

•

Sublittoral chalk

•

Saline lagoons

•

Mud in deep water

•

Maerl beds

•

Sublittoral sands and gravels

•

Lowland heaths and associated habitats

•

Rivers

•

Reedbed

•

Lowland wet grassland

•

Calcareous grassland

10. Subject to natural change, the existing area of

•

Otter

habitats supporting rare and protected species

•

Water vole

should be maintained within the study area, where •
possible, or otherwise elsewhere, and where

•

feasible a contribution should be made to meeting •

Reptiles including sand lizard
Amphibians
Nesting Birds

BAP enhancement targets.
Geological Conservation 11. Subject to natural change, geological

11.1 Any defences constructed should not obscure

Review (GCR) sites and exposures in GCR sites and RIGS are to be

exposures and should allow overtopping where

Regionally Important

necessary so that growth of vegetation does not

maintained for access and study

Geological Sites (RIGS)

obscure exposures.

Landscape
General

12. Maintain and, where appropriate, enhance the •
character of significant landscape elements

Sandy beaches

•

Swanage seafront

•

Bournemouth seafront and pier

•

Undeveloped coastline of Poole Harbour

•

Undefended cliff frontages
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Assets

Objectives

Environmentally

13. Support the continuation of traditional

Specific Targets

Sensitive Area

farming practices that have helped to create a
distinctive landscape, wildlife habitat or historic
features

Area of Outstanding

14. Maintain character of AONB and Heritage

Natural Beauty and

Coast and, where environmentally sustainable and that would be detrimental to landscape character

Heritage Coast

technically possible enhance their character.

14.1 Avoid constructing any new coastal defences

Soil, Geology and Hydrogeology
Contaminated Land

15. Avoid pollution of controlled waters from 15.1 Maintain sea defences or remove
release of landfill material or other sources of contamination from known landfill sites if a
contamination

“do nothing” or realignment policy is
proposed.
15.2 Investigate and if necessary remediate
potentially contaminated sites prior to
implementing any “do nothing” or
realignment policy in these areas.

Land Use
Commercial and

16. Protect property from erosion or flooding

residential property

where environmentally sustainable, feasible and
economic

Agricultural land

17. Protect agricultural land of Grade 3 or above
from erosion or saline flooding where
environmentally sustainable, feasible and
economic

Fisheries and Navigation
Commercial Fisheries

18. Maintain extent and distribution of habitats
that support fish and shellfish populations

Access to the Sea

19. Maintain access to the sea and moorings for

19.1 Navigation through Poole Harbour and

commercial, recreational and safety vessels

Swash Channel
19.2 Access to slipways
19.3 Access to quays
19.4 Oil pollution response points

Recreation and Tourism

Doc No Rev: Date: July 2003
W:\maritime\PROJECTS\Coastal\WCPBHS\reports\Strategy Report\Technical Annexes\10 - Strategic Environmental Assessment\Other versions\TECHNICAL ANNEX Strategic Environmental Assessment.doc

163

Assets

Objectives

Public Rights of Way

20. Maintain and where appropriate progressively 20.1 Provision should be made to re-route or

Specific Targets

improve the South West Coastal Path and other

replace any Public Rights of Way that are lost as a

public footpaths adjacent to the sea and their links result of coastal erosion or set-back of flood
to public transport, car parks and inland Rights of defences
Way networks.
20.2 Opportunities should be sought to create new
Public Rights of Way in conjunction with
appropriate flood management projects such as
the construction of any flood embankments
Recreational assets

21. Protect significant visitor attractions and

•

recreational resources in the coastal zone that are •

Blue flag beaches
Hengistbury Head

threatened by coastal change, where

•

Bournemouth seafront

environmentally sustainable, practicable and

•

Swanage Seafront

•

Hengistbury Head

economic
Cultural Heritage
Scheduled Monuments

22. Retain monuments in situ where feasible,
sustainable and economic. Alternatively, provide
for mitigation in the form of excavation and
recording, or in exceptional cases, consider
relocation of buildings.

Non-scheduled known

23. Provide mitigation in the form of excavation

archaeological sites

and recording of known sites affected by coastal
erosion, flooding or defence realignment, where
appropriate

Undiscovered

24. Consider providing mitigation in the form of

archaeology

assessment, excavation and recording within areas
of high archaeological potential that would be
affected by proposed flood management schemes

Listed Buildings and

25. Protect listed buildings and Conservation

Conservation Areas

Areas from erosion or flooding where
environmentally sustainable, feasible and
economic
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Table 5.2

Specific Environmental Objectives for Poole Bay and Harbour
Note: Process Unit (named in capitals) objectives apply to all Management Units in that Process Unit
Legal obligations, including the Habitat Regulations, are shown in italics.
Underlining identifies where there may be a conflict between an objective, or the implications of an objective.

Unit Code

DUR

Process Unit
or
Management
Unit
DURLSTON
BAY
PROCESS
UNIT

Specific Objectives

Implications

DUR0.1 Avoid constructing any new coastal defences
that would be detrimental to the earth science, nature
conservation or landscape value of:
• Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site
• St Alban’s Head to Durlston Head cSAC
• South Dorset Cliffs SSSI
DUR0.2 Avoid constructing any new coastal defences that
would be detrimental to the landscape value of Dorset
AONB or Purbeck Heritage Coast
DUR0.3 Maintain/enhance recreational resources in the
coastal zone, where environmental sustainable, practical,
economic and financially viable.

DUR1

DUR2

Durlston Head
to Durlston
Cliff Flats
Durlston Cliff
Flats

Adopted policy of Do Nothing is preferred environmental option

DUR2.1 Protect properties at Durlston Cliff Flats from Present adopted policy of Hold the Line is consistent with this
coastal erosion where technically feasible, environmentally objective but there is a likely conflict with objectives DUR0.1 and
sustainable and economically viable
DUR 0.2

Doc No Rev: Date: July 2003
W:\maritime\PROJECTS\Coastal\WCPBHS\reports\Strategy Report\Technical Annexes\10 - Strategic Environmental Assessment\Other versions\TECHNICAL ANNEX - Strategic Environmental Assessment.doc

165

DUR3

SWA

Durlston Cliff
Flats to Peveril
Point
SWANAGE
BAY
PROCESS
UNIT

DUR3.1 Avoid constructing new coastal defences that Adopted policy of Do Nothing is preferred environmental option
would be detrimental to the setting of Swanage
Conservation Area
SWA0.1 Avoid constructing any new coastal defences that
would be detrimental to the landscape value of Dorset
AONB
SWA0.2 Maintain/enhance recreational resources in the
coastal zone, where environmental sustainable, practical,
economic and financially viable.

SWA1

Peveril Point to
Swanage Pier

SWA2

Swanage Pier
to Outfall Jetty

SWA3

Outfall Jetty to
Shep’s Hollow

SWA1.1 Avoid constructing new coastal defences that
would be detrimental to the setting of Swanage
Conservation Area
SWA1.2 Protect properties of architectural merit within
Swanage Conservation Area and other properties within
Swanage from coastal erosion, where technically feasible,
environmentally sustainable and economic
SWA2.1 Avoid constructing new coastal defences that
would be detrimental to the setting of Swanage
Conservation Area
SWA2.2 Protect properties of architectural merit within
Swanage Conservation Area and other properties in
Swanage from coastal erosion, where technically feasible,
environmentally sustainable and economic

Adopted policy of the Hold the Line is consistent with objective
SWA1.2. Provided it is implemented through maintaining existing sea
wall and/or beach recharge then possible conflicts with objectives
SWA0.1 and SWA1.1 are likely to be avoided

Adopted policy of the Hold the Line is consistent with objective
SWA2.2. Provided it is implemented through maintaining existing sea
wall and/or beach recharge then possible conflicts with objectives
SWA0.1 and SWA2.1 are likely to be avoided and objective SWA0.2
will also be fulfilled

SWA3.1 Avoid constructing any new coastal defences Adopted policy of the Hold the Line is consistent with objective
that would be detrimental to the earth science or nature SWA3.2. Provided it is implemented through maintaining existing sea
conservation value of Purbeck Ridge (East) SSSI
wall and/or beach recharge then possible conflicts with objectives
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SWA4

Sheps Hollow
to Ballard
Point

SWA3.2 Protect properties in Swanage from coastal erosion SWA0.1 and SWA3.1 are likely to be avoided
and flooding where technically feasible, environmentally
sustainable and economically viable
SWA4.1 Avoid constructing any new coastal defences Adopted policy of Do Nothing is preferred environmental option

that would be detrimental to the earth science or nature
conservation value of:
• Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site
• Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs cSAC
• Purbeck Ridge (East) SSSI
SWA4.2 Avoid constructing any new coastal defences that
would be detrimental to the landscape value of Purbeck
Heritage Coast

SWA5

STU

Ballard Point
to Handfast
Point

STUDLAND
BAY
PROCESS
UNIT

SWA5.1 Avoid constructing any new coastal defences Adopted policy of Do Nothing is preferred environmental option
that would be detrimental to the earth science or nature
conservation value of:
• Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site
• Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs cSAC
• Studland Cliffs SSSI
SWA5.2 Avoid constructing any new coastal defences that
would be detrimental to the landscape value of Purbeck
Heritage Coast
STU0.1 Avoid constructing any new coastal defences that
would be detrimental to the landscape value of Dorset
AONB or Purbeck Heritage Coast
STU0.2 Maintain/enhance recreational resources in the
coastal zone, where environmental sustainable, practical,
economic and financially viable.

Doc No Rev: Date: July 2003
W:\maritime\PROJECTS\Coastal\WCPBHS\reports\Strategy Report\Technical Annexes\10 - Strategic Environmental Assessment\Other versions\TECHNICAL ANNEX - Strategic Environmental Assessment.doc

167

STU1

Handfast Point
to the Warren

STU2

The Warren to
Studland
Sandspit

STU1.1 Avoid constructing any new coastal defences
that would be detrimental to the earth science or nature
conservation value of:
• Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs cSAC
• Studland Cliffs SSSI
STU2.1 Avoid constructing any new coastal defences
that would be detrimental to the earth science or nature
conservation value of:
• Dorset Heaths (Purbeck and Wareham) and
Studland Dunes cSAC
• Isle of Portland to Studland Cliffs cSAC
• Studland Cliffs SSSI

Adopted policy of Do Nothing is preferred environmental option

Adopted policy of Do Nothing (short-term) followed by Limited
Intervention (long-term) is consistent with objectives STU2.1 and
STU2.2, but may lead to increased erosion of dunes at Middle Beach
and loss of some individual properties, hence possible conflict with
objective STU2.3

STU2.2 Avoid constructing any coastal defences that would
be detrimental to the setting of Studland Conservation Area
STU2.3 Protect properties of architectural merit within
Studland Conservation Area and other properties in
Studland from coastal erosion, where technically feasible,
environmentally sustainable and economic
STU3

STU3.1 Avoid constructing any new coastal defences
that would be detrimental to the accretion, earth
science, nature conservation value of:
• Dorset Heaths (Purbeck and Wareham) and
Studland Dunes cSAC
• Dorset Heathlands Ramsar Site
• Dorset Heathlands SPA
• Studland and Godlingston Heaths SSSI
• Poole Harbour SSSI

Studland
Sandspit

Adopted policy of Limited Intervention implies dune management,
together with some works to prevent a breach at the landward end of
the Swash Channel training wall (beach management or extension of
structure). It is likely that appropriately designed works can be
implemented in a manner consistent with all objectives for this unit.

STU3.2 Maintain Swash Channel training wall for
navigational access to Poole Harbour
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STU3.3 Maintain or restore natural processes to
maintain in favourable condition the habitats of Dorset
Heaths (Purbeck and Wareham) and Studland Dunes
cSAC

STU4

STU4.1 Avoid constructing any new coastal defences
that would be detrimental to the earth science or nature
conservation value of:
• Dorset Heaths and Studland Dunes cSAC
• Dorset Heathlands Ramsar Site
• Dorset Heathlands SPA
• Studland and Godlingston Heaths SSSI

Shell Bay

Adopted policy of Limited Intervention implies dune management,
together with some works to prevent a breach at the landward end of
the Swash Channel training wall (beach management or extension of
structure). It is likely that appropriately designed works can be
implemented in a manner consistent with all objectives for this unit.

STU4.2 Maintain Swash Channel training wall for
navigational access to Poole Harbour
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PHB

POOLE
HARBOUR
PROCESS
UNIT

PHB0.1 Subject to natural coastal processes, to
maintain in favourable condition the habitat of, or
where in unfavourable condition, to restore to
favourable condition the habitats within Poole Harbour
SPA, Ramsar Site and SSSI either in situ or (where that
is not possible) by re-creating elsewhere, in the
Harbour or upstream of the Rivers Frome and Piddle:
• Tidal mudflats
• Saltmarshes
• Reedbeds
• Freshwater marshes
• Wet grassland
• Lagoons
• Fen meadows
• Wet pasture with ditches
• Transitions to peatland mires
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PHB0.2 Subject to natural coastal processes, to
maintain in favourable condition the habitat of, or
where in unfavourable condition, to restore to
favourable condition the habitat of Dorset Heathlands
SPA, Dorset Heathlands Ramsar Site, Dorset Heaths
cSAC, Dorset Heaths and Studland Dunes cSAC and
Arne SSSI, either in situ or (where that is not possible)
by re-creation elsewhere, in the Harbour or upstream of
the Rivers Frome and Piddle:
• Atlantic decalcified fixed dune
• Bog woodland
• Calcareous fens with great fen sedge
• Temperate Atlantic wet heath with Dorset heath
and cross-leaved heath
• Alkaline fens
• Depressions on peat substrate
• Embryonic shifting dunes
• European dry heaths
• Humid dune slacks
• Purple moor-grass meadows
• Old acidophilous oak woods
• Oligtrophic waters containing very few minerals of
sandy plains
• Shifting dunes along shoreline with marram grass
• Ponds supporting Great crested newt and southern
damselfly
• Fens and mires
• Heathland to coastal wetland transition
communities
• Wet heathland with cross-leaved heath
• Depressions on peat substrates
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PBY0.3 Maintain/enhance recreational resources in the
coastal zone, where environmental sustainable, practical,
economic and financially viable.
PHB1

PHB2

Poole Harbour
islands,
excluding
Brownsea
Brownsea
Island (east)

PHB3

Brownsea
Island (west)

PHB4

South Haven
to Hydes Quay

PHB5

Hydes Quay to
Holton Point

PHB1.1 Avoid constructing any new coastal defences Adopted policy of Do Nothing is preferred environmental option, but
that would be detrimental to the landscape value of increases in sea level rise with loss of intertidal habitat may require
Poole Harbour SSSI, Dorset AONB or Purbeck compensatory habitat to be created elsewhere
Heritage Coast`
PHB2.1 Avoid constructing any new coastal defences that
would be detrimental to the landscape value of Dorset
AONB or Purbeck Heritage Coast
PHB2.2 Subject to natural coastal processes, to maintain in
favourable condition the habitat of, or where in
unfavourable condition, to restore to favourable condition
the habitat of brackish lagoon used by nesting and wintering
birds
PHB 2.3 Protect property along frontage from coastal
erosion and flooding where technically feasible,
environmentally sustainable and economic
PHB3.1 Avoid constructing any new coastal defences that
would be detrimental to the landscape value of Dorset
AONB or Purbeck Heritage Coast
PHB4.1 Avoid constructing any new coastal defences that
would be detrimental to the landscape value of Dorset
AONB or Purbeck Heritage Coast
PHB5.1 Avoid constructing any new coastal defences that
would be detrimental to the landscape value of Dorset
AONB or Purbeck Heritage Coast

There is a potential conflict between protecting the lagoon (PHB2.2)
and property (PHB2.3) and the objectives for intertidal habitat
conservation (PHB0.1) and landscape protection (PHB2.1). Measures
to implement the adopted policy of Selectively Hold the Line would
have to be carefully designed to be acceptable and compensatory
intertidal habitat provided elsewhere. It is likely that the sea wall will
be retained for several decades to protect property and the lagoon,
however ultimately this will become unsustainable, the defence will
have to be realigned to landward and a replacement habitat for the
lagoon created.
Adopted policy of Do Nothing is preferred environmental option, but
loss of intertidal habitat as a result of sea level rise may require
compensatory habitat to be created elsewhere
Adopted policy of Do Nothing with selective retreat at Slepe Moor
envisages creation of new intertidal habitat. This would contribute to
objective PHB0.1 but would lead to loss of terrestrial habitat within
Arne SSSI, so potential conflict with objective PHB0.2
Adopted policy of Selectively Hold the Line whilst establishing
suitable retreat sites envisages creation of new intertidal habitat. This
would contribute to objective PHB0.1 but would lead to loss of
grazing marsh within Poole Harbour SSSI, so potential conflict with
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PHB6

Lytchett Bay

PHB7

Rockley
Viaduct to
Ham Common
Ham Common
to Hamworthy
Quays

PHB8

PHB9

Hamworthy
Quays

PHB10

Holes Bay

PHB11

Town Quays

PHB6.1 Subject to natural coastal processes, to maintain in
favourable condition the habitat of, or where in
unfavourable condition, to restore to favourable condition
the extent of reedbed habitat and identify opportunities for
allowing/encouraging new reedbed formation where
feasible

objective PHB0.2
Adopted policy of Do Nothing whilst establishing suitable retreat sites
envisages creation of new reedbed habitat. This would contribute to
objective PHB0.1 but depending on location, may lead to loss of
terrestrial habitat within Poole Harbour SSSI, so potential conflict
with objective PHB0.2
Adopted policy of Limited Intervention appears to be consistent with
objectives for this unit

PHB8.1 Protect property along frontage from coastal Adopted policy of Hold the Line meets objective PHB8.1 but may
erosion and flooding where technically feasible, lead to erosion of tidal mudflats with Poole Harbour SSSI so possible
environmentally sustainable and economic
minor conflict with objective PHB0.1, which may require
compensatory habitat to be provided elsewhere
PHB9.1 Protect property along frontage from coastal Adopted policy of Hold the Line meets objective PHB9.1
erosion and flooding where technically feasible,
environmentally sustainable and economic
PHB10.1 Protect property along frontage from coastal Adopted policy of Selectively Hold the Line meets objective PHB10.1
erosion and flooding where technically feasible, but likely to lead to erosion of tidal mudflats and saltmarsh within
environmentally sustainable and economic
Poole Harbour SSSI, SPA and Ramsar Site so possible conflict with
objective PHB0.1, which may require compensatory habitat to be
provided elsewhere
PHB11.1 Protect historic environment of Poole Quays, Adopted policy of Hold the Line meets objectives PHB11.1 and
including five Scheduled Monuments, from coastal erosion PHB11.2
or flooding, where technically feasible, environmentally
sustainable and economic
PHB11.2 Protect property along frontage from coastal
erosion and flooding where technically feasible,
environmentally sustainable and economic
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PHB12

Parkstone Bay
to Baiter Park

PHB12.1 Protect properties of architectural merit within
Parkstone Conservation Areas and other properties in Poole
from coastal erosion or flooding, where technically feasible,
environmentally sustainable and economic
PHB12.2 Protect property along frontage from coastal
erosion and flooding where technically feasible,
environmentally sustainable and economic

PHB13

Parkstone Bay
Yacht Club to
Salterns Marina

PHB14

Salterns Marina
to Lilliput Pier

PHB15

Whitley Lake

PHB16

Whitley Lake
to North
Haven Point

PHB13.1 Protect property along frontage from coastal Adopted policy of Hold the Line meets objective PHB13.1, but may
erosion and flooding where technically feasible, lead to erosion of tidal mudflats with Poole Harbour Ramsar Site,
environmentally sustainable and economic
SPA and SSSI, so possible minor conflict with objective PHB0.1,
which may require compensatory habitat to be provided elsewhere
PHB14.1 Protect properties of architectural merit within Adopted policy of Hold the Line meets objectives PHB14.1 and
Lilliput Conservation Area and other properties in Poole PHB14.2 but may lead to erosion of tidal mudflats with Poole
from coastal erosion or flooding, where technically feasible, Harbour Ramsar Site, SPA and SSSI, so possible minor conflict with
environmentally sustainable and economic
objective PHB0.1, which may require compensatory habitat to be
PHB14.2 Protect property along frontage from coastal provided elsewhere
erosion and flooding where technically feasible,
environmentally sustainable and economic
PHB15.1 Protect property along frontage from coastal Adopted policy of Hold the Line meets objective PHB15.1 but may
erosion and flooding where technically feasible, lead to erosion of tidal mudflats with Poole Harbour SSSI so possible
environmentally sustainable and economic
minor conflict with objective PHB0.1, which may require
PHB 15.2 Subject to natural coastal processes, to maintain compensatory habitat to be provided elsewhere
the habitat of Zostera beds and identify opportunities for
allowing/encouraging new Zostera bed formation where
feasible.
PHB16.1 Protect property along frontage from coastal Adopted policy of Hold the Line meets objective PHB8.1 but may
erosion and flooding where technically feasible, lead to erosion of tidal mudflats with Poole Harbour SSSI so possible
environmentally sustainable and economic
minor conflict with objective PHB0.1, which may require

Adopted policy of Hold the Line meets objectives PHB12.1 and
PHB12.2 but may lead to erosion of tidal mudflats with Poole
Harbour SSSI so possible minor conflict with objective PHB0.1,
which may require compensatory habitat to be provided elsewhere
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PHB17

PBY

PBY1

North Haven
Point to
Sandbanks
Ferry
POOLE BAY
PROCESS
UNIT
Sandbanks Ferry to Point
House Café

compensatory habitat to be provided elsewhere
PHB17.1 Protect property along frontage from coastal Adopted policy of Hold the Line meets objective PHB17.1
erosion and flooding where technically feasible,
environmentally sustainable and economic
PBY0.1 Maintain/enhance recreational resources in the
coastal zone, where environmental sustainable, practical,
economic and financially viable.

PBY1.1 Avoid constructing any new coastal defences The adopted policy of Hold the Line is expected to be implemented
that would be detrimental to the earth science or nature through beach recharge and maintaining/installing suitable beach
control structures. It is likely that appropriately designed works can
conservation value of Poole Bay Cliffs SSSI
PBY1.2 Avoid constructing any new coastal defences that
would be detrimental to the earth science or nature
conservation value of Sandbanks SNCI, Flaghead Chine
SNCI, Branksome Chine SNCI, Bournemouth Cliffs SNCI
or Southbourne Cliffs SNCI
PBY1.3 Protect properties of architectural merit within
Bournemouth Conservation Areas and other residential and
commercial property along the frontage where technically
feasible, environmentally sustainable and economically
viable

be implemented in a manner consistent with all objectives for this
unit, provided that additional sea walls are not constructed. Offshore
reefs would provide beach control and enhance recreational amenity.
e.g. for surfing and sheltered swimming areas.
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PBY2

PBY2.1 Subject to natural coastal processes, to The adopted policy of Selectively Hold the Line is consistent with
maintain in favourable condition the habitat of, or objectives PBY2.1, PBY2.2 and PBY2.3 and could be implemented
where in unfavourable condition, to restore to through beach control structures.
favourable condition the habitat of Christchurch
Harbour SSSI on Hengistbury Head from loss to
erosion, or (to the extent that this is not possible), recreate such habitats on adjacent land:
• Unimproved acid grassland
• Grass/sedge/heath mosaic
• Lagoonal habitat

Point House Café to
Warren Hill

PBY2.2 Avoid constructing any new coastal defences that
would be detrimental to the earth science or nature
conservation value of Southbourne Cliffs SNCI
PBY2.3 Protect Hengistbury Head Scheduled Monument
from loss to erosion or flooding, to the extent that this is
technically possible and environmentally sustainable
PBY3

PBY3.1 Subject to natural coastal processes, to
maintain in favourable condition the habitat of, or
where in unfavourable condition, to restore to
favourable condition the habitat of Dorset Heaths and
Studland Dunes cSAC and Christchurch Harbour SSSI
on Hengistbury Head from loss to erosion or flooding,
or (to the extent that this is not possible), re-create
such habitats on adjacent land:
• Heathland
• Unimproved acid grassland
• Grass/sedge/heath mosaic
• Lagoonal habitats

Warren Hill to
Hengistbury Long
Groyne

The adopted policy of Limited Intervention envisages continued
retreat of the cliff line, which does not fully protect the assets that are
the subject of objectives PBY3.1, PBY3.2 and PBY3.3. However, an
alternative policy of Hold the Line is likely to prove technically
difficult and of doubtful sustainability.
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PBY3.2 Protect Hengistbury Head Scheduled Monument
from loss to erosion or flooding, to the extent that this is
technically possible and environmentally sustainable
PBY3.3 Protect Hengistbury Head as a recreational resource
from erosion, to the extent that this is technically possible
and environmentally sustainable
PBY3.4 Maintain/manage dynamic coastal processes to
maintain geological exposures at Hengistbury Head Cliffs
for access and study
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6

Evaluation of Strategy Options
TO BE COMPLETED
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7

Mitigation and Compensation
TO BE COMPLETED
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8

Conclusions and Recommendations
TO BE COMPLETED
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(Source: Dorset Environmental Records Centre)
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(Source: Dorset Environmental Records Centre)
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Figure 7. Plant species records around Poole Harbour
(Source: Dorset Environmental Records Centre)
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Figure 8. Mammal species records around Poole Harbour
(Source: Dorset Environmental Records Centre)
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Figure 9. Bird species records around Poole Harbour
(Source: Dorset Environmental Records Centre)
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Figure 10. Invertebrate species records around Poole Harbour
(Source: Dorset Environmental Records Centre)
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Figure 11. Other species records around Poole Harbour
(Source: Dorset Environmental Records Centre)
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